
               

 

IT’S NOT OVER TILL IT’S OVER 
“Little Girl, Get up!” Mark 5:41 

 
Jake Nevins was the long-time trainer of the championship Villanova Basketball team.  He found he 
was losing control of some of his muscles.  After his doctor make some tests, the physician called 
Jake in and said, “The result of the tests show that you have Lou Gehrig’s disease.”  With flashing 
wit, the veteran trainer replied, “It can’t be, Doctor, I never played a game of baseball in my life.   
 
That was a victorious and humorous way of handling serious bad news.  Jake Nevins knew the 
consequences of the doctor’s  statement, but he also knew it would do no good to collapse in fear 
and worry.  He had developed the philosophy of many persistent athletes which they often state in 
these words:  “It’s not over till it’s over.” 
 
After Villanova won the national championship, someone took a picture of the unflappable Jake 
Nevins in his wheelchair.  The players had draped a new from a hoop around his neck.  With a 
charming smile, the aged and ailing trainer was holding one finger up signifying that his Tigers were 
first in the nation.  Seeing the picture, one got the feeling that nothing could defeat Jake Nevins. 
 
The philosophy of athletes which proclaims “It’s not over till it’s over” is a worthy one to adopt for 
ourselves.  It is a reminder that, however bleak the prospects may seem, there is always hope.  Our 
faith puts it another way – “It’s not over even when it’s over.”  That is to say we believe that in Christ, 
no matter what life hurls at us, we shall still be victors.  We believe that concept because we are 
followers of one whom even death could not defeat.  We believe that as we are in union with the 
resurrected Christ, we too shall be able to conquer all darkness and despair and even death itself.  
Remember the words of St. Paul? 
 
 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us.   (Romans 8:35ff) 
 
Our legacy of hope comes from our Lord.  Jairus’ little daughter had a severe illness and his mind 
was concerned primarily about her.  Jairus was a lay leader of his synagogue.  And he knew 
something of the healing power of the Lord.  The depth of Jairus’ concern is seen in the fact that he 
fell prostrate at Jesus’ feet.  Then with anxiety vibrating from Him, he explained about his daughter’s 
illness. Humbly he requested that Jesus come and lay His hands upon her that she might be healed.  
Jesus went. 
 
Before Jesus and Jairus got to the bedside of the child, however, someone dame to meet them 
announcing her death.  “It’s all over,” they said,  “She’s gone.”  Don’t impose on the teacher, Jesus, 
anymore. 
 
It is interesting what Jesus did.  Mark says, “…ignoring what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the 
synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.”  In other words, “No, it’s not over even though they just told 
you she had died.” 
 
We would be wise to remember that it may not be over for someone even when it appears to be so.  
Doctors and ministers have occasionally seen people revive after being pronounced dead or almost 
dead.  People go in and out of Hospice all the time!   
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When Jesus and Jairus got to the ruler’s house, they heard all sorts of weeping and wailing.  Some 
even had the funeral flutes out and were piping a mournful dirge. 
 
Jesus would have none of it.  He said to the mourners, “Why do you make a tumult and weep?  The 
child is not dead but sleeping.”  Their response was a quick change from mourning to laughter, the 
laughter of ridicule and scorn. 
 
Isn’t it strange how the crowd has a tendency to laugh at someone who goes against accepted 
premises?  Think back in history.  You will find those who laughed at someone who challenged the 
so-called impossible.  Didn’t they laugh and scoff at David when he went out to take on the giant 
Goliath with only a slingshot and five smooth stones?  Didn’t many laugh when they were told Jesus 
had survived the cross and had been raised from the dead?  They called it all foolishness.  Didn’t 
they laugh at Copernicus and Galileo when the scientists said that the earth revolves around the 
sun?  Didn’t they laugh at the Wright brothers when they began to experiment with the airplane?  
The brothers’ very own father said, “If God had meant for men to fly, He would have given them 
wings.”  
 
All of this seems to say that we had best be cautious when someone attempts to challenge accepted 
practices and thoughts.  They just might succeed in proving conventional wisdom to be wrong. 
 
In Mark 5, Jesus had enough of the doubters.  He put them all outside.  Negative thinkers couldn’t 
help in the least way.  Then with the child’s mother and father and his close friends, He walked into 
the room where the child was lying.  Gently and lovingly, He took her by the hand and said tenderly, 
“Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 
 
You can imagine the great joy which surged through the parents and the apostles when the little girl  
began to stir.  Then she got up and walked!  No doubt there was a lot of hugging and kissing with 
smiles bursting forth everywhere.  “They were overcome with amazement,” we are told.  No wonder!  
Now everyone could laugh as much as they pleased.  Now they had something to laugh about. 
 
Miracles Still Happen.  What they had witnessed was what we have commonly called a miracle.  
Christ had worked a miracle and Christ still works miracles!  It is very important to remember the 
miracle working Christ and to keep saying to ourselves in the face of impossible odds, “It’s not over 
till it’s over; and in fact, it’s not over even when it’s over.”   
 
“With God all things are possible.”  Matthew 19:26 
Those with the spiritual eyes to see, those with the faith to discern, know that God still performs 
miracles.  Even if the absolute worst we can imagine happens to us, we an emerge as victors if we 
keep affirming that “in everything God works for good with those who love him.”  Romans 8:29.   
 
For it is sure and certain that not even death itself can conquer us with God’s sustaining help.  As far 
as Christian are concerned not only is it “not over till it’s over;” it is not even over when it is over as 
far as life on earth is concerned.  The God who created us, the God who redeemed us by the 
resurrected Christ, is the same God who will keep us in His care throughout all eternity. 
 
Pastor Schufreider 
 

 



THANKSGIVING MISSION LUNCHEON 
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2021 AT NOON 

 
Bring your favorite Thanksgiving Side Dish to share!   

The meat will be provided. 
 
 

Our project for the day will be to make Christmas Gospel 
Booklets for the shut-ins and those we know who might need 

to hear the Christmas Gospel. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Thanksgiving Day Service 
 

Thursday, November 25, 2021 
 

9:00 am 
 











A note from LCMS Missionaries, James & Christel Neuendorf

A U G U S T  2 0 2 1  

Sent out together!

Luke 10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others
and sent them on ahead of him, twoby two, into every
town and place where he himself was about to go. 2 And
he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go your
way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst
of wolves.

There is a certain thrill of excitement and a corresponding
sense of dread that comes along with this text isn’t there?
Christ sends out the disciples on their world changing
mission, and then immediately adds that they will not
being going out into the world unopposed. In fact, the
opposite is true, they will be under constant fire,
overwhelmed by enemies on every side, and they will do
all of this without any defenses of their own other than
the Lord’s promises and someone beside them to remind
them of those promises. 

When Jesus sent out His disciples, He didn’t send them
alone, but rather in pairs. Furthermore, He didn’t send
them anywhere that He Himself was not going, (notice it
says “where he himself was about to go.”) God knows
what we need and does His work through us in teams,
groups, and congregations, just as lambs are not sent out
alone but in flocks where they can close ranks. 

Prayers:

CARD Ponce construction
Transition for the Lehmans
Thanksgiving for the return of the
Maitas

 Because of various scheduling complications caused by
the times we live in, our summer as a mission team was
spent with many periods of extremely low staffing, and
this was especially difficult.
We eagerly were awaiting the return of Ashley and the
Maitas and the arrival of the Lehman family, our newest
Puerto Rico team members. Now, as of this week for the
first time in almost a year, we are back to our full
strength as a missionary team. What a gift!

Working on a missionary team is a tremendous blessing
that is hard to describe to anyone who hasn’t
experienced it, and we are incredibly blessed to have
such an incredibly dedicated and talented team on
which to serve. Jesus is at the center of the sending, and
He is the one who is ultimately going to every place in
which He sends His representatives, but He doesn’t ask
us to do this alone. 

https://www.lcms.org/lehman


He doesn’t even ask us to be satisfied only with His
spiritual presence or the company of the Holy Spirit, but
rather sends us together in a community of the baptized
to support one another, remind each other of the
promises He gave us, and to be Christ to one another
when the challenges come. 

LCMS
Adopt Us as your missionaries by visiting

www.lcms.org/Neuendorf
A check can be made out to LCMS

with “A16166-69181” in the memo and sent to:
LCMS

P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Mission Central
Adopt Us as your missionaries by visiting

www.missioncentral.us/Neuendorf
A check can be made out to Mission Central
with “A16166-69181” in the memo and sent

to:
Mission Central 
40718 HWY E16

Mapleton, IA 51034

This month we are giving thanks to God for our
missionary team in Puerto Rico, but we are also giving
thanks to God for you our faithful supporters who have
been with us every step of the way. Very soon we will be
coming to the United States for a visit and we hope to
spend some time together with our supporting
community as well! 

Praise God for sending workers to the harvest fields, and
pray earnestly for Him to send even more!

On August 29, Pastor Adam Lehman was installed as Missionary Pastor to Puerto Rico! We are blessed to serve
alongside the Lehmans here in Ponce! Thursdays have become our visit days to check in on members as well as
those who we have met through various church activities. 

Fellowship nights on a roll! Wednesdays and Fridays have become our fellowship nights in Mayaguez and Ponce. We
praise God they continue to be an opportunity to share together as the body of Christ. As we are able to go on more
visits, there are some situations in which it is difficult to contact or go to someone's house. Having these fellowship
nights give members and friends the opportunity to come and visit, have a meal with "family", and be apart of the
community of believers. 

http://www.missioncentral.us/Neuendorf
http://www.missioncentral.us/Neuendorf
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
1245 El Camino Real 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
 

 

Worship Schedule 
 
 

Please join us for 
 
 Bible Study 
   Tuesday          10:00 am 
    
 Sunday School 
    Sunday      10:00 am 
 
 Worship 
    Sunday     10:45 am 

 

TRINITY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
 
Zoom service remains for now at 9:15 am for those who are not able to make it to church 

 
Sunday Service:  Meeting ID: 436 149 3761 (Sundays at 9:15 am) 

Password: 350350 
Link:      https://zoom.us/j/4361493761?pwd=YnFHZWpPWXpJV2dZeTErZkpmbHFMUT09 
 
Bible Study:   Meeting ID: 748 5065 6109 (Wednesdays at 10:00 am) 
     Password: 8QPuWG 
Link:         https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74850656109?pwd=WDF4RUo5WCtVclBPbklaNlk3am12QT09 

 
 

 

 

LWML Mites 
Collection for 

October: 
$125.91 

      

     1:   Gloriann Jones        3:   Doris Ehlers     
   10:   Pastor Jeff          15:   Sue Volmer             
   20:   Jack Volmer          23:  Jeff Spencer   

 
 


