REVELATIONS ABOUT GOD THE SON

John 15:1-25


INTRODUCTION. This section of John’s Gospel records our Lord’s conversation with his disciples on their walk, near midnight, from Jerusalem to the Mount of Olives.

I. THE LORD – HIS FOLLOWERS AND THEIR FRUIT. John 15:1-17

II.
THE LORD - HIS FOLLOWERS AND THEIR FOES.  John 15:18-25

A. The Hatred of the World for His Friends. (15:18-22)

1. The Reasons for that Hate. (15:18-21)  
(a) Intolerance. (15:18-20)

(1) His Friends are Different. (15:18-19) As our Lord Jesus walked this earth, he was clearly different. Likewise, those individuals who “abide” in him are also clearly different. The world does not tolerate those who endeavor to be like Jesus Christ. However, it is this difference that the Lord uses to bear “much fruit.” John Goetsch said, “You will not influence the world for Christ by adding on more of the same.” Strangely, the modern “new evangelism” has lead multitudes of believers to be friends with the world (James 4:4).
(2) His Friends are Disciples. (15:20) John’s gospel documents the opposition that the Lord Jesus faced in doing the will of the Father. Should his disciples expect to avoid opposition as they continue his work? He said, “If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.” 
(b) Ignorance. (15:21) This is the second reason for the hatred of the world. 
2. The Results of that Hate. (15:22) The Lord’s ministry exposed false religion and sin. It still does today. 
James 4:4, “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”
B. The Hared of the World for His Father. (15:23-25)

1. The Hatred Is Focused. (15:23-24) “He that hateth me hateth my Father also.” The conflict has been with God the Father since the beginning of time. Additionally, Israel was in conflict with the world because of their identity with Jehovah. How strange that they opposed the Son sent by the Father. Thereby they demonstrated their hatred for the Father. 
2. The Hatred Was Foretold. (15:25) The hatred of the Jews was foretold the Old Testament. Our Lord’s quote comes from Psalm 69:4. Note that the term “law” refers here to the entire Old Testament. Consider also the guilt of the Jewish leaders because it was “their law.” 
Isaiah 36:15, “Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, The LORD will surely deliver us: this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.”

Psalms 35:19, “Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause.”

Psalms 69:4, “They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away.”
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