
DAY 1 – Tuesday April 12th, 2022 (note all times listed are in Mountain Time Zone)

Session I: Purpose and Effects of Infrastructure Funding

9:30 a.m. Conference Welcome and Overview
● Dennis Becker (UI) and Jim Burchfield (UM)

9:40 a.m. Implications of Infrastructure Funding
● Brad Little, Governor (ID) (message)
● Jon Tester, U.S. Senator (MT)
● Tom Schultz, VP Resources & Government Affairs, Idaho Forest Group
● Q & A Session

10:30 a.m. Infrastructure Bill Framework
● Christopher French, Deputy Chief, National Forest System, USDA Forest Service

10:50 a.m. Panel: Infrastructure Bill Funding and Expectation for Project Outcomes
● Terry Baker, CEO Society of American Foresters
● Bill Imbergamo, Executive Director, Federal Forest Resource Coalition
● Austin Williams, Alaska Legal and Policy Director, Trout Unlimited
● Nav Dayanand, Senior Policy Advisor for Forests and Lands, The Nature

Conservancy
● Aaron Miles, Natural Resource Manager, Nez Perce Tribe

12:00 p.m. Break, End of Session I

Session II. Conference Theme: Infrastructure—Wildfire Resiliency

1:00 p.m. Panel: Implications for the U.S. Forest Service and BLM
● Leanne Marten, Regional Forester, Northern Region, U.S. Forest Service
● Mary Farnsworth, Regional Forester, Intermountain Region, U.S. Forest Service
● Karen Kelleher, Idaho State Director, Bureau of Land Management
● Theresa Hanley, Acting Montana State Director, Bureau of Land Management

2:15 p.m. Panel: Statewide Implications and Opportunities
● Sonya Germann, State Forester, MT Department of Natural Resources and

Conservation
● Tom Watson, Montana State Conservationist, Natural Resource Conservation

Service

2:50 p.m. Day One Wrap-up

3:00 p.m. Adjourn



DAY 2—Wednesday, April 13th, 2022 (note all times listed are in Mountain Time Zone)

Session III. Infrastructure—Watershed Enhancement

9:30 a.m. Morning Welcome
● Dennis Becker (UI) and Jim Burchfield (UM)
● Greg Gianforte, Governor (MT) (message)

9:50 a.m. Effectiveness, Capacity, and Operational Health of Collaborative Groups
● Darren Parker, State Natural Resources Director, Senator James Risch (ID)
● Dani Southard, Northern Rockies Regional Director, National Forest Foundation
● John Robison, Public Lands Director, Idaho Conservation League
● Q & A Session

10:30 a.m. Westside Restoration Project, Myrtle Creek Watershed
Bonners Ferry Ranger District, Panhandle National Forests

12:00 p.m. Break, End of Session III

Session III. Infrastructure—Roles and Utility of Collaboratives

1:00 p.m. Utilization Collaborative Processes in Forest Management
● Steve Daniels, University of Utah

1:45 p.m. Problem-Definition Processes and Collaborative Governments
● Jared Talley, Boise State University

2:30 p.m. Conference Summary and Wrap-up

3:00 p.m. Conference Adjourn


