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Payette National Forest Ranger Districts Seek Grants for Recreation Projects
McCall, Idaho, January 19, 2021 - The McCall, New Meadows, and Krassel Ranger Districts of the
Payette National Forest are applying for grant funding from the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation
(IDPR) to support the Forest’s recreation program. The districts are planning to submit two applications
through IDPR’s Off-Road Motor Vehicle (ORMV) fund, and two applications through the Recreational
Trails Program (RTP).
On the McCall and New Meadows Ranger Districts, ORMV funds will be used to support the Payette
Avalanche Center (PAC) through the purchase of a new snowmobile. The PAC issues five avalanche
advisories each week and plays a critical role providing public safety information throughout the winter
season. ORMV funds will also be used to support the over snow vehicle ranger program, which has been
in place for several years. Rangers provide information to visitors on routes and conditions, install and
maintain signage, and assist with parking and facility maintenance.
RTP funds are being sought to improve and update trail signage across the New Meadows and McCall
Ranger Districts, as well as fund work to reduce the amount of deferred maintenance on district trails.
Signage on-trail and at trailheads will be updated with information that is more uniform, easy to
understand, and useful than that which exists currently.
The Krassel Ranger District is applying for RTP funds to fund and install a bridge on the Smith Creek trail
near Big Creek. This project is necessary to realize full implementation of the Big Creek Recreation
Access Management Plan Decision of 2016, and to mitigate impacts to fisheries prior to the trail
converting from a trail open to vehicles 50” or less in width (ATVs) to a trail open to all vehicles (TOV).
If received, implementation of the grants would begin as early as the fall of 2021 and continue through the
summer of 2022.
Comments or requests for more information should be submitted to:
Mike Beach, McCall Ranger District, 102 West Lake Street, McCall, ID 83638; 208-315-5263
Joshua Simpson, Krassel Ranger District, 500 North Mission Street, McCall, ID 83638; 208-634-0616
###

Forest Service

USDA Is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

