THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN

John 1:19-51

INTRODUCTION.  Section One. His Deity is Declared. (John 1:19-4:54)  John the Baptist shook the nation of Israel with his message, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  His “record” is presented in John 1:19-51.

I. THE FAITHFULNESS OF HIS TESTIMONY.  John 1:19-34

A. Questions Asked. (1:19-28) 

1. About John’s Identity. (1:19-23) “…the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou?” John the Baptist had been preaching in the wilderness and baptizing many in Jordan. So, Pharisees (verse 24) were sent from Jerusalem to evaluate his ministry. John confessed, “I am not the Christ.” They asked, “Art thou Elias?” John answered, “I am not.” The priests continued, “Art thou that prophet?” He answered, “No.” They asked again, “Who are thou?” Then they asked, “What sayest thou of thyself?” Then John the Baptist answered them with scripture. He quoted Isaiah 40:3, “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.”  
2. About John’s Ideology. (1:24-28) The Pharisees asked, “Why baptizest thou then?” They challenged his authority. By John’s confession, he was not the Christ, Elijah or that Prophet. So, the Pharisees concluded that John did not have the authority of Elijah or Moses, and they certainly did not authorize him. John answered, “I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not.” John’s authority came from someone whom the Pharisees had no knowledge, was among them and would soon make an appearance (verse 29). John said, “He…is preferred before me” and his shoes “I am not worthy to unloose.” John’s authority came from the Lord Jesus Christ and there is no higher authority. However, the Pharisees would later question this authority directly (Matthew 21:23). 
Malachi 4:5, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:”

Deuteronomy 18:15, “The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;”

Isaiah 40:3, “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”

Matthew 21:23, “And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority?”
B. Questions Answered. (1:29-34) 

1. The Arrival of Jesus. (1:29a) According to Matthew, Jesus Christ was baptized in Jordan by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:13-17). Then our Lord was tempted in the wilderness for forty days (Matthew 4:1-11). After these events Jesus apparently returned to Jordan. John the Baptist recognized him immediately.  
2. The Announcement of John. (1:29b-34) As the Lord Jesus arrived, John said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” The Passover was approaching (John 2:13), but John presented the true Lamb of God. His baptism was a baptism of repentance, but there was also the need of redemption. No amount of water can provide redemption. Neither can the blood of bulls and goats (Hebrews 10:4), but the “precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:19) made redemption possible. John testified, “And I knew him not” until he “saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove.” Jesus was John’s cousin (Luke 1:36) and John probably knew him well. He did not know Jesus to be the Christ until the Holy Spirit descended at his baptism (Matthew 3:16).
3. The Affirmation of John (1:31) John’s baptism was clearly defined in this verse. Its purpose was to make Jesus Christ “manifest to Israel.” He was to prepare the way for the Christ (Isaiah 40:3) and his baptism acknowledged a national repentance. However, submission to believers’ water baptism is to acknowledge obedience to the gospel (Romans 10:16). Compare Acts 8:37.
Acts 8:37, “And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
Acts 10:37, “That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;”

Acts 18:25, “This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.”

Acts 19:2, “He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

II. THE FRUITFULNESS OF HIS TESTIMONY.

A. Disciples of John in View. (1:35-39)

1. How They Found the Lord. (1:35-37) This is the third day in this account. The first day John the Baptist was visited by a delegation, the second day he made a declaration and on this day two of his disciples made a decision. They followed Jesus, but John encouraged them. He said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” It is the desire of every sincere minister to encourage his disciples to follow Jesus. 
2. How They Followed the Lord. (1:38-39) One of the two disciples was Andrew (verse 40) and the other was probably John Zebedee. “They said unto him, Rabbi…where dwellest thou?” Andrew and John have observed the Lord Jesus in public ministry, but they desired closer fellowship and instruction. Jesus said, “Come and see.” Note that John the apostle remembered the hour.
B. Disciples of Jesus in View. (1:40-51)

1. How Peter Was Drawn to Jesus. (1:40-42) Andrew “first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias…And he brought him to Jesus.” Andrew found his brother, Peter, and apparently John found his brother, James. Peter would be the church’s first messenger and James would be the church’s first martyr. On this important day four men became followers of the Lord Jesus. Later, he would call them into full-time service (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, Luke 5:1-11)
2. How Philip Was Discovered by Jesus. (1:43-51) On the fourth day Jesus went to Galilee (Mark 1:29) where he found Philip and said, “Follow me.” Philip obeyed the call, but he had an immediate concern – his friend Nathanael. So, Philip went to Nathanael (also called Bartholomew) and blurted out, “We have found him.” Nathanael initially resisted, “Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip wasted no time discussing Nazareth, but said, “Come and see.” Nathanael did meet Jesus, and he learned that our Lord already knew him. With this introduction Nathanael professed, “Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.” Our Lord Jesus Christ assured Nathanael that he would see far more.
CONCLUSION. This passage presents four days including the first two days of our Lord’s public ministry. In this brief time he enlisted six of his twelve disciples who would also become apostles. The next chapter presents the first of many miracles, which provide confirmation of Israel’s messiah.
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