
2018 Pool Board Candidate Bios 
Tim Bradford 

My wife Mary and I have been home owners in Cape St. Claire for about 10 years, and have been bond 
holders at the pool for 2 seasons. I have three kids, Maggie (8), Patrick and Emma (both 7) who attend 
Cape St. Claire Elementary School. For my day job, I am supervising attorney with the Maryland Office of 
the Public Defender in Caroline County. In my free time, I am an active member of St. Andrew by the Bay 
Catholic church, where I serve as an officer on the board of the Knights of the Columbus and have 
assisted in Sunday school classes. I also coach my kids’ sports teams, including soccer and basketball. I 
enjoy serving on non-profit boards, having served on the Maryland State Bar Association Ethics 
Committee, Knights of Columbus and Caroline County Bar Association. I look forward to contributing to 
numerous fun and successful summers for the Cape St. Claire Pool. 

Stephanie Ceruolo 

My name is Stephanie Ceruolo and I appreciate your consideration of my nomination as a member of 
the Board of Directors.  I regularly make a point of attending the annual meeting so that we have a 
quorum, so it’s ironic that I am missing it this year.  I say that because I believe that if you enjoy a 
community, you should enjoy taking a turn serving the community. 

My two middle-school-aged sons and I have been members here for about 7 years.  The boys took swim 
lessons when they were younger and we regularly attend the activities planned by the social committee.  
I have pitched in to help with social committee events over the years, but I am pleased to be considered 
for a larger role on the swim club Board. 

I have worked with non-profit charitable and membership organizations for over 20 years as a 
fundraising consultant, with a specific focus on new donor/member recruitment through direct 
marketing channels.  This background gives me a perspective that I believe can benefit the CSCSC year-
round.  I am committed to:  

• a fun, friendly pool environment 
• accommodating swimmers and swim athletes of all ages and abilities 
• accountability to our assets, both physical and financial   

Finally, we can’t forget that our membership is comprised of individual families.  Part of being in a 
leadership position is being curious about the priorities and desires of anyone who wants to make them 
known.  I am a people person, open-minded and welcoming of varying opinions.  At the end of the day, 
one of my strengths is being able to see all sides, yet make a decision that I believe is in the best long-
term interest of the club. 

  



Candace Decker 

Family:  Married since 2000 to Sean, a D.O.D. employee and Navy Reservist who is finishing a 350-day 
mobilization to Djibouti, Africa 

Mother and homeschool teacher to Adam (13, 8th), Isaac (11, 6th), and Maureen (7.5, Cape Elem 2nd 
grade) 

We moved to the Cape June 30, 2017 

Education:  B.A. Mass Communication/public relations with Spanish minor, 1998; M.S. Mass 
communication/internet, 2007;  DLI graduate in Mandarin Chinese, 2001; and Yoga Alliance RYT-200 
Yahweh Yoga instructor, 2014 

Experience:  During college, I was a photography and writing intern for 4 years in corporate 
communications at a power cooperative in my hometown Bismarck, ND. I also served as the Univ of 
Mary photography editor and editor in chief of the college yearbook and served on the newspaper staff 
as a coffee house critic and photographer. During grad school, I was a teaching assistant at ND State 
Univ where I taught media writing and broadcasting and was a part-time web site proof-reader and 
content updater at two corporate design internet start-ups. As newlyweds, we were recruited to join the 
Army and attend the Defense Language Institute, where we learned Mandarin Chinese in 63 weeks and 
had a 3-year honeymoon working in Hawaii! After our Army contracts ended, I worked P/T for 2 years as 
the night and weekend reporter at the Grand Forks Herald in ND, lead Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
groups in ND, NM, and OH, and taught a semester of Interpersonal Communication at Sinclair 
Community college in Dayton, OH. Currently, I volunteer at our church, CSCES and home school groups, 
military MOPS mentor, COMPASS Annapolis mentor (a military spouse-to-spouse program where I teach 
a "I$ That All There I$" class on managing finances as well as helping with publicity), and as the official Ft 
Meade Navy Reserve unit Ombudsman. To try to keep life in balance, I lead gentle Christ-centered yoga 
at our St Andrew by the Bay church, chair yoga at Baywoods of Annapolis, and occasionally substitute at 
the local Shakti Studio. We hope to live in Maryland for many happy years to come. 

Leslie Dougherty 

I moved to Maryland from New England in 2001 to be closer to family after earning my degree 
in Early Childhood Education.  For the last fourteen years, I have taught at The Preschool for the Arts at 
St. Anne’s and enjoyed the perks of working in the heart of downtown Annapolis.  My position at 
“P.A.S.A.” has allowed me to practice my love of art and language while providing the youngest 
members of our community with a structured, yet nurturing environment in which to begin their 
academic experience. – It is no exaggeration to say that I truly LOVE what I do. 

 In 2004, my husband and I moved to Cape St. Claire because of the quality of Broadneck schools 
and the numerous amenities the neighborhood offered.  When our daughter, Ruby, arrived in 2008, her 
instant affinity to water made it essential that we find an outlet for her to explore this natural passion.  
In 2010, we acquired a bond, and at the age of two, Ruby began swim lessons at Cape Pool.  Since then, 
the pool has become our much loved “summer home” and our participation in the Dolphin’s Swim Team 
has been the season’s unrivaled highlight for many years. 

At the end of August, 2017, I was recruited to cover a vacancy on the Pool Board for the 
Aquatics Division until it could be filled at this year’s annual meeting, and I readily accepted.  It has been 



an extremely rewarding experience and I hope to be elected, in an official capacity, so that I may 
continue to serve this community in the coming year. 

Gwen Gibson 

My family joined the Cape St. Claire Swim Club in May 2017, and we have greatly enjoyed our 
time at the pool. We often go as a family in the evenings for the food truck, or the babysitter takes the 
kids to meet their friends while we are at work. I’ve also recently discovered the water aerobics which is 
very fun! I believe the swim lesson program offered by Cape Pool is one of the best my kids have 
attended, and often recommend it to friends. I would like to help support the efforts that it takes to 
manage the pool and swim club, and am providing my bio below.  

My family moved to Cape St. Claire in November 2014. My husband Joe and I have two children, 
Katie—9 and Ray – 6. I was raised in Edgewater, MD, and graduated from South River High School in 
1992. I graduated from the University of Maryland at College Park in 1996 with a degree in Ecology, and 
a concentration in Natural Resources Management; I also have a M.S. in Environmental Policy and 
Management from the University of Maryland, University College. After college I moved to Annapolis 
(Eastport) where I lived until moving to Cape St. Claire a few years ago. Joe grew up in Cape St. Claire 
and graduated from Broadneck High School in 1991, his father still lives in Cape.  

For 20 years I’ve worked as an Environmental Scientist/ Consultant for various companies and 
State agencies. I currently work at the Department of Natural Resources as a project reviewer for State 
Highway Administration projects. My work experience includes project management, environmental 
compliance, construction contract management, engineering plan review, developing requests for 
proposals, proposal writing, and managing landscape and environmental projects.  

I enjoy volunteering in my spare time. I have experience serving on the Board of Directors the 
Chesapeake Outdoor Group (COG) which is a 501(c)(3) philanthropy group. The Chesapeake Outdoor 
Group fundraises and supports various Annapolis charities (the ARC, Annapolis Community Boating). I 
served on the COG Board of Directors from 2005 to 2009, including a term as Vice-President. We are still 
active in this group, and attend as many events as possible.  

Katie and Ray attend Cape St. Claire Elementary, where I’ve volunteered weekly for the Chessie 
Reading Program and was a Girls on the Run coach in Fall 2017 and Spring 2018. I also volunteered for 
events such as Race for Education and Field Day, and provided volunteer assistance in the library. We 
attend Cape St. Claire United Methodist Church, where I volunteer as a Sunday School helper and for 
Vacation Bible School.  

In our spare time, my family spends as much time as possible on our power boat or sailboat, and 
we own the Baltimore Harbor Lighthouse, located in the mouth of the Magothy River, in partnership 
with three other families. The Baltimore Harbor Lighthouse was built in 1908. To fund the Baltimore 
Lighthouse restoration, our group applied for and received a $65,000 National Park Service grant to 
restore the lighthouse exterior. Spending the grant funds required us to solicit a contractor using federal 
procurement guidelines. This federal procurement included developing a request for proposals, issuing 
public notices, ensuring that contractor bids met National Park Service historic standards, and 
documenting the contractor selection process to our grant administrator at the Park Service. We (the 
lighthouse owners) were in charge of overseeing all of the contractor work.  

I have enjoyed being a Cape Pool member and participating in the programs and events that the 
Board plans. I hope this biography describes some of the qualifications I can bring to the Board of 
Directors. 
  



Katie Hicks 

I was born and raised in Cape St. Claire and I am currently raising my two boys here as well.  Growing up 
I swam for the Cape swim team and now I am a parent volunteer that organizes the ordering of the 
suits, caps and apparel and on Fridays you can find me flipping French toast for FTF.  I have served on 
our pool board for three years, took a short break, and would now like to return.  I am invested in this 
community and our pool and would make decisions with the members’ best interest in mind. 

Jim Harvey 

My family have been bond holders and active members since the early 2000’s.  When my daughter 
Jordan joined the swim team in 2005, I trained for and became a stroke and turn judge for the GASL 
Summer Swim League.  Later I also became a starter for the Cape team, initially subbing for Craig 
Madden, then becoming the primary starter in 2008.  My company also donated new swim meet marker 
flag poles.  I believe I have only missed one spring pool clean-up day since becoming a member, and we 
attend many pool functions such as water aerobics, Monday volleyball (if not injured!), chili cook-off, 
etc. 
 
I have a long record of volunteering in the Cape including 8 years as a Cape Sports tennis coach.  I am an 
active mentor and corporate donor for Project Lead the Way at Severna Park High School, and I actively 
recruit and hire from our community including two current full-time employees and our second paid 
internship from Broadneck High School graduates.  I am also an active member of the St. Mary’s College 
of Maryland Alumni Association.  Now that my daughter is a senior in college, I have some additional 
time that I would like to put to good use.  I can think of no better place to do that than the Cape St Claire 
Swim Club, an organization that has given my family so much value and fun over the years. 

Julie Hester 

My husband, Ben and two young kids Ava (age 5) and Miles (age 2), moved to the area last summer and 
we’ve formed community quickly here in a large part thanks to the pool!  We love having a fun, friendly 
place close by to escape the heat and meet new neighbors.  I'd love to be considered for a board 
position to help continue to make improvements to this great asset we have here in the cape! 

Chris Williams 

My name is Chris Williams and I live at 1186 Latrobe Drive with my wife Traci, my children Molly (ECU 
20), Shannon (CSU 21), Shea (Broadneck 19) and Megan (4th grade CSCE).  I am running for a position on 
the pool board on a common sense platform.   This is our second year as members of CSCSC.  I look 
forward to serving the members of CSCSC.  

Bill Szczytko 

In 1996, when I graduated from York College of Pennsylvania with a degree in Marketing, I moved to 
Maryland. I’ve called this great state home since then. In 2009, my wife and I wanted to move to a 
better district for our two children and so we relocated to Cape St. Claire. In many ways, I feel like I’ve 
always lived here. It’s comfortable. The local businesses thrive, the beaches are positive places to come 



and spend quality family time. It has the small town feel of America only minutes from government and 
tourists and families speeding through to get to Ocean City. 

I’ve spent the last 16 years of my life working for two great Property Management companies as the 
Director of IT and Champion of All Things Nerdy and Director of Leasing Operations or just Bill to some. I 
have many responsibilities, from Data to Technology to Marketing. More than anything else, I want to 
be useful wherever I work or volunteer. I’ve spent the last 3 years serving the people of the Cape on the 
CSCIA board as well as the Cape Conservation Board. I've improved our technology wherever I've served. 

I’d like to become a board member for Cape Pool and use what I've learned at my various positions 
around the community to continue to make the Cape Pool a great place for the community and our 
families. 

 
 


