Course Title:  EDZU 9447 Teaching the Gifted Learner

Instructor:   Jason McIntosh
Course Description:

This course explores definitions of giftedness, ways of identifying gifted students, and types of programs developed for this population. Issues in education of the gifted are identified and addressed and students are introduced to concepts that apply to the gifted endorsement. Strategies for meeting the needs of the gifted student in the regular classroom are included. Students will prepare appropriate curriculum units for gifted students. (This is the second of four courses offered.)

Course Objective/Goals: 

· Compare and contrast definitions of giftedness;

· Explore identification procedures and programming options for gifted students;

· Develop a logical rationale for gifted education based on the characteristics of gifted and talented students;

· Identify special emotional problems that are associated with gifted and talented students;

· Analyze the interactive effects of different environmental and cultural influences as well as child rearing practices on the development of the gifted and talented student;

· Explore different ways to make curriculum modifications for gifted and talented students;

· Analyze the enrichment vs. acceleration approaches to educating gifted and talented students;

· Review state rules and regulations for gifted students.
Course Outline: 

· Keep a time log of time spent on a daily basis. Be in touch with the instructor at least once a week in terms of progress, questions, etc.

· Project Number One: Compile a notebook of activities and strategies for use with gifted children.

· Project Number Two: Interview two gifted children (questions will be provided). Submit summary of findings. Verify these findings in the literature. In other words, does the research support what students are saying?
· Project Number Three:  Create a curriculum unit on a subject of your choosing to specifically meet the needs of individual students. An integration matrix combining Bloom’s Taxonomy and Multiple Intelligences will be used.
Method of Evaluating Student’s Performance:

· Dialogue and participation through email;

· Projects and assignments;

· Final exam.
Textbooks and/or Other Materials:

Teaching Gifted Kids in the Regular Classroom by Susan Winebrenner
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