What is necessary, O Gift-giving God, for us to have a fulfilling Thanksgiving?
Our heads are a[reacfy Eusy maﬁing }9[(1115 for this ﬁzsti\/e c[ay. Many have been to the

& store, groceries are Eougﬁt, recipes are laid out, and soon the turEey will thaw.
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What are the necessary ingredients for this day, O God? For some it will be Thanksgiving when all the
traditional foocfs are laid out Eefore them on the table, and someone calls, “Come and get it! For some it will
be when all the fami[y arrives home again, and all are gatﬁerecf togetﬁer. For some it will be when tﬁey
finally leave the hustle and bustle of the airport’s busiest travel day. For some it will be when that phone
call comes from the loved one who is not present, who cannot make it across state, or across Country, or across
the walls that alienate or cfeﬁ'ne a broken re[ationsﬁga. For some it will come when the dinner is over, the
dishes are done and the mess is over for another year.

What will make it T ﬁanﬁsgiving for each cf us this year, 0 goc[? Remind us again that it isn’t about foocf,
but about rememﬁering and giw’ng thanks. Remind us that it isn’t about stressing out, but about
experiencing family and relationships. Remind us that it doesn’t matter what we eat, but that any and all
across this world have something to eat. Remind us that it isn’t about everyone being together, as much as it
is about everyone Eeing with someone, about no one Eeing alone. Remind us that it isn’t as much about
giving thanks with our [ips as it is about living thankfully with our [ives. Remind us again, O God, that it
is not about what we have been able to acquire materially, but about what we are aware of spiritually that
it is never about what we have gotten ourselves, but about what we have given to others. So may each one

WﬁO gatﬁers aroumf a taﬁ[efi[ﬁch Wl’fﬁfOOC{ Tememﬁer one WﬁO is ﬁungry.

May each one, surrounded by family, remember one who is lonely or alienated. May each one who has so
very much, be motivated to give to one who has [ittle. fMuy each one who is warm and comfortable in their
home remember one who is without a home, or necessary heat, or a place to fay their head. May each one
who laughs with joy remember one whose life right now is without joy. May each one whose heart overflows
with love for another remember one whose heart is broken over a loved one gone. May each one who knows
family harmony and peace be reminded of one whose family relationships are complex and mired with too
much history and too [ittle reconciliation.

O gocf, are not these the necessary ingrec{ients for each cf us who gatﬁer to give thanks this week? Do you
not call us to a[ways treasure the B[essings and do you not beckon us to a[ways share qf what we have? Do
you not call us to the table, with one hand reaching forth in humble thanks for all we receive, and the other
hand reacﬁing out with all we have to give?

“Come ye tﬁcmEﬁA: Joeqaﬂe come” we sing.

And, we are here.

“Now thank we all, our God”

And, we do.

“What gifr can we Em’ng?”

We bring ourselves, in grateful response to all the gifts you offer to us.

We gatﬁer around your table, O gocf, where all are invited, where each is fecf, and where none, Ey your grace,
is ever alone. Continue to feed us, O God, in your living and loving ways. Amen.



