THE SNOBBISH APPROACH

Luke 17:20-19:27

I. THE DEMANDING ATTITUDE.   Luke 17:20-18:8

A. The Character of the Kingdom. (17:20-21) The Pharisees demanded of our Lord Jesus, “when the kingdom of God should come.” He answered, “The kingdom of God cometh not with observation.” They expected a militant messiah who would destroy Rome and “restore again the kingdom to Israel.” In their snobbish arrogance, the Pharisees thought themselves worthy to be officers in the kingdom. These religionists knew only of the coming literal physical kingdom, which is generally referred to as “the kingdom of heaven.” They were ignorant of greater spiritual “kingdom of God.” “The kingdom of God cometh not with observation.” In other words, it is not physical but spiritual. It is defined in Romans 14:17 and the Pharisees rejected this spiritual kingdom when they rejected the Lord Jesus. See Matthew 21:42-45. So the kingdom of God was given to another “nation.” Compare 1 Peter 2:7-11. Additionally, the spiritual kingdom is entered by means of a spiritual birth. Read John 3:3. Where is the kingdom of God? Jesus Christ said, “Behold, the kingdom of God is within you.”
Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”

Matthew 21:42, “Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. 45 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he spake of them.”

1 Peter 2:7, “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;”

John 3:3, “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
B. The Coming of the Kingdom. (17:22-37)  
1. The Desire. (17:22) Our Lord was on his way to Jerusalem (17:11). He knew that a cross awaited him (17:25) and that he would soon depart this world. The Lord prepared his disciples, “The days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it.” We who follow him today also desire to see one of his days – the rapture!
2. The Day. (17:23-25) The phrase, “one of the days of the Son of Man” refers to the Second Advent. It will not come in subtlety, but as a tremendous bolt of lighting. So, when they say, “See here; or, see there: go not after them.” They will imply that Jesus Christ returned unawares, but the Second Advent will be known by all. “But first must he suffer many things.” The Second Advent must follow the First Advent.
Revelation 1:7, “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” 
3. The Days. (17:26-31) The term, “the days of the Son of Man” refers to the last days just before to the Second Advent – “his day.” This last period of time is surely the Tribulation, but probably includes the very last days of the Church Age.  Our Lord illustrated “the days” with the “days of Noah” and the “days of Lot.”  The “days of Noah” present a wicked, materialistic society obvious to coming judgment and the “days of Lot” present a perverted, pornographic society rejecting God. Both accounts illustrate the “days” prior to the coming of the Lord Jesus. However, God will not destroy the righteous with the wicked (Genesis 18:23). Enoch was translated before the judgment of the flood and the church will be translated before the judgment of the Tribulation. Additionally, Lot was rushed out of Sodom before destruction. Both individuals illustrate believers who will be called out before the Tribulation. Enoch illustrates the Christian with a good testimony, but Lot illustrates the opposite. He illustrates the believer who is ashamed at the appearing of Jesus Christ (1 John 2:28).
Genesis 6:5, “And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”

Genesis 6:11,  “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. 13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.”

Genesis 13:13, “But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.

Genesis 18:20, “And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; 21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. 22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD. 23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?”

Genesis 5:24, “And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.”

2 Peter 2:7, “And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:”

Genesis 19:15, “And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. 16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.”

1 John 2:28, “And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”
4. The Danger. (17:32-37) “Remember Lot's wife.” Mrs. Lot was nearly delivered from the judgment of Sodom, but she looked back and perished with the ungodly. She illustrates the Jew in the Tribulation who takes the mark of the beast (Revelation 14:9-12). However, the practical application for the Christian is follow the Lord Jesus without looking back.
Genesis 19:26, “But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.”

Luke 9:62, “And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
II. THE DISDAINFUL ATTITUDE.  Luke 18:1-30 
III. THE DEROGATORY ATTITUDE.  Luke 18:31-19:27 
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