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It’s no joke. Daniel “Red” Thorne made 
a hole-in-one on April 1

Thorne’s tee shot went into the hole on 
the fourth hole of the Marina Course at the 
Monarch Bay Golf Club. The par-3 fourth 
hole is 124 yards. 

“I used an 8-iron,” Thorne said. 
The 9-hole Marina Course is the shorter 

Daniel “Red” Thorne of San Leandro made a hole in one on the fourth hole of the Marina Course at the Monarch 
Bay Golf Club on April 1. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DANIEL THORNE 

April 1st Hole in One No Joke
of the two course at Monarch Bay, the other 
being the 18-hole Tony Lema Course. 

Thorne saw his shot land on the green 
and followed its path. 

“I saw it bounce and roll a few inches 
and then it disappeared,” Thorne said. 

Just to make sure everything was kosher, 
Thorne asked another player walk up on the 

green and check hole. Sure enough, the ball 
was in the cup. 

“I’ve been playing here at the Marina 
short course and the Tony Lema course for 
about five years, every Saturday,” Thorne 
said. “When the ball disappeared, I knew 
it was in the hole.” 

— By Jim Knowles

In the past year, drones have 
helped find downing victims, put 
out fires, and even tested for poi-
sonous gasses, according to the 
Alameda County Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff Greg Ahern and a 
couple of his officers stopped by 
the San Lorenzo Village Homes 
Association meeting hall Monday 
afternoon to talk about their fleet 
of “unmanned aerial vehicles” 
or drones.

The sheriff’s office has a doz-

Sheriff Shows Off Drones in San Lorenzo
By Amy Sylvestri

San Leandro Times

The City of San Leandro’s 
finances will be in the red be-
ginning this fiscal year and for 
the next 10 years, according to a 
budget update the City Council 
got on Monday night.

“Our costs are increasing 
faster than our revenues,” said 
Finance Director David Baum.

The current 2017/2018 bud-
get shows around $108 million 
in revenue and over $112 million 
in expenditures –  a shortfall of 
$4.4 million. There is another 
$3.5 million shortfall projected 
in 2018/2019.

To make up the difference, 
the city will have to dip into its 
reserves. Right now, the city has 
$29 million in reserve, next year 
it’ll be $25 million, in 2019/2020 
it will be $18 million, and then 
drop to $10 million in 2020/2021.

Former Mayor Stephen Cas-
sidy spoke at the meeting, com-
paring the city to the Titanic and 
said they needed to act immedi-
ately to avoid disaster. 

“You are looking at a serious 
budget crisis in the next three 
to four years,” said Cassidy. “I 
think you need to start making 
decisions tonight.”

Acting City Manger Jeff 
Kay outlined a more slow-paced 
approach. He proposed pay-
ing $50,000 to hire a financial 
forecast advisor. He said that a 
representative from each of the 

city’s departments will soon be 
meeting regularly as a “cost and 
revenue efficiency team” to see 
where costs may be cut most 
effectively.

“Lots of small changes are 

Rising employee costs push 
annual deficit to $4 million

en drones, which they use locally 
but also lend out to surrounding 
agencies. They’ve been a part of 
emergencies such as the Ghost 
Ship Fire and the recovery effort 
in Mendocino for the family that 
was driven over the cliff to their 
deaths.

The crowd in San Lorenzo 
was gung-ho about the drones, 
thanking Ahern for his depart-
ment’s hard work. But when the 

A plan for the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Department to 
take over running the REACH 
Ashland Youth Center has met 
opposition from kids and parents. 

REACH stands for Recre-
ation, Education, Arts, Career, 
and Health, and the center is 
designed to help local youth 
ages 11 through 24 in all of those 
areas with programs ranging 
from sports, to graphic design, 
to college preparation.

Last December, Supervisor 
Nate Miley wrote an open letter to 
the community declaring that the 

The Sheriff says drones have been helpful. 
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Join Cherry City Cyclists 
and Bike Walk San Leandro this 
Sunday for a community bike ride 
from San Leandro to the Alameda 
shoreline and back. Meet at the 
San Leandro BART Station at 

Ride on Sunday with 
The Cherry City Cyclists

9:30 a.m. 
The full loop is 23 miles. 

The optional shorter ride is 9 
miles. Post-ride get-together at 
21st Amendment for beers and 
brunch.

Longtime San Leandro resi-
dents Judy and Matt Beall have 
been performing together on Bay 
Area stages for the past 15 years – 
after being inspired by watching 
their daughter Jennifer. 

Their current show is a musi-
cal version of the beloved Louisa 
May Alcott classic novel  Little 
Women, playing through May 6 
at the Chanticleeers Theatre in 
Castro Valley. 

The story follows the four 
March sisters and their beloved 
mother and explores the univer-
sal themes of family, adversity, 
personal discovery, love and loss 
set against the backdrop of the 
Civil War. 

Judy is playing the role of 
Aunt March and Matt is playing 
Mr. Laurence. Even though they 
don't actually share any scenes 
together, the personalities of their 
characters both display a steely 
exterior, masking a heart of gold.  

This timeless production is 
directed by John Baiocchi and 
Todd Aragon and features a live 
orchestra led by musical director 
Luis Zuniga. The show runs 

through May 6 at Chanticleers 
Theatre, 3683 Quail Avenue, 
Castro Valley. 

For tickets, call SEE-LIVE 
(733-5483) or go to www.chan-
ticleers.org.

General admission is $25; 

admission for seniors (60+), stu-
dents, and military is $20.  

The Chanticleers Theatre 
FlexPass (gives you four tickets 
to use anytime during the season) 
is $85 general and $68 seniors/
students/military.  

San Leandro Couple Stars in 
Little Women at the Chanticleers

Matt and Judy Beall of San Leandro perform in the mu-
sical version of Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women at the 
Chanticleers Theatre in Castro Valley.  

To date, more than 1,400 
readers of the San Leandro 
Times and the Castro Valley 
Forum have purchased Loyal 
Reader Subscriptions which 
will enable the two community 
newspapers to publish adver-
tising not available in the past.

The Times and Forum de-
pend entirely on income from 
ads to stay in business, so the 
additional revenue will be es-
pecially helpful as the industry 
struggles with increasing costs 
and against the shift in adver-

tising from print to the internet. 
On pages 8 and 9 of this 

week’s Times, you will find the 
names of subscribers of both 
papers that were received as of 
Monday. 

Those received after Mon-
day will be printed in next 
week’s edition.

If you subscribed but your 
name doesn’t appear in the list, 
or if your name was misspelled, 
please contact the publisher, 
Fred Zehnder, at fredz@ebpub-
lishing.com

Hundreds of Loyal 
Readers Respond 
With Subscriptions
Note from the publisher

The San Leandro Toastmas-
ters meet on Thursday nights 
from 7 to 8 p.m. at the San 
Leandro Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave. 

The group fosters improved 
communication and public 
speaking. All levels of speakers 
from novice to seasoned are 
welcome. 

Practice Public Speaking

Meeting
Schedules
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FREE
TOURS

Join Our Club
Where Everyone

Knows Your Name

Located on corner of 1881 Astor Dr. & Lake Chabot Rd., San Leandro

   Stop-bye on the way home,
                    workout, beat the
                       traffic going home!

*When you join early and pay your 
first 2 months dues. Subject to change 

without notice. Offer exp. 4/30/18

1 Mo. Free in APRIL 2018
when you join early.

ALL FORMER
MEMBERS WELCOME

to return in APRIL 2018
Can ‘t combine with other offers.

Full Gym • Over 40 Group Exercise Classes • Open Lap Swim
Water Exercise Classes • Kids Pool • $1Babysitting • Kid Fit-plus & More!

Kids & Adults Can Exercise & Play All in One Place!

ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL
60 Years of Serving Local Families & Communities

Monthly Dues for
Families = $207

Membership includes the whole family
up to 6 members. Lockers $9.

Monthly Dues for
Singles = $201

LIMITED
AVAILABLE SLOTS

U.S. AIR FORCE BAND
OF THE GOLDEN WEST

presents two free

Concerts
by the

Travis Brass
Tuesday, April 17 • at 7 p.m.

All Saints Episcopal Church, 911 Dowling Blvd.,
San Leandro, CA

Monday, April 23 • at 7 p.m.
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St.,

Livermore, CA

For more information, visit the Appearances page
on the USAF Band of the Golden West website.

www.bandofthegoldenwest.af.mil/events/index.asp
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Victim Chases Suspect 
After Laptop Gets Snatched

DA Settles Suit Against Home Depot

Cold Case Homicide

SLHS Wins National Award
San Leandro Unified School 

District (SLUSD)  has been 
named a College Board Advanced 
Placement District of the Year.

 They were recognized for 
being a national leader among 
medium-sized school districts in ex-
panding access to Advanced Place-
ment Program (AP) courses and 
improving AP Exam performance. 

On Wednesday morning, the 
College Board met with the 
school board, city officials, and 
AP students  and teachers at the 
high school’s Arts Education 
Center to present the honor. 

The San Leandro Unified 
School District was one of 447 

school districts across the United 
States and Canada that made it 
on the annual AP District Honor 
Roll. 

From this list, three AP Dis-
tricts of the Year were selected 
based on an analysis of three 
academic years of AP data. 

SLUSD was chosen for the 
‘medium’ district population size, 
which is defined as having be-
tween 8,000 and 49,999 students. 

SLUSD was the only district 
in the state and only three in the 
nation who were honored with 
this recognition. 

In addition to SLUSD, the 
College Board named Chicago 

Public Schools in Illinois and 
Santa Cruz Valley USD in Ari-
zona as AP District of the Year 
for large and small districts, 
respectively. 

“We are extremely proud 
to have earned this distinction 
which is a testament to the ded-
ication of our teachers and the 
hard-work of our students and the 
families that support them,” said 
Superintendent Mike McLaugh-
lin in a written statement. “This 
award underscores our commit-
ment to ensuring each and every 
student has the opportunity to 
succeed in their goals toward 
college and career readiness.”

San Leandro High was presented with the Advanced Placement District of the Year 
Award from the College Board this week.

The Alameda County Sher-
iff’s Office is seeking the public’s 
help in solving a cold case ho-
micide which occurred on April 
4, 2005.

Kente Jones, 24, was shot and 
killed outside of the Quart House 
Liquors at 22596 Center Street in 
unincorporated Hayward, near 
the Castro Valley border.

Jones was rushed via ambu-
lance to Eden Hospital but did not 
survive his injuries.

Witnesses observed two 
black males assaulting Jones in 
the liquor store parking lot next 
to his vehicle and, during the 
altercation, saw one of the men 
fire multiple shots at Jones before 
fleeing the scene.

The Sheriff’s Office is asking 

Kente Jones

anyone with information about 
the crime to call their cold case 
unit at 667-3661 or the depart-
ment’s anonymous tip line at 
667-3622.

Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge Brad Seligman has 
ordered Home Depot  to pay $27.8 
million to resolve allegations that 
Home Depot unlawfully disposed 
of hazardous waste, and discarded 
records without rendering private 
customer information unreadable.

“The settlement marks a vic-
tory for both environmental and 
consumer protection throughout 
California,” said Alameda County 
DA Nancy O’Malley.

The judgment is the culmina-
tion of a civil enforcement action 
filed on Feb. 15.

The civil complaint alleged 
that more than 300 Home Depot 
stores and distribution centers 
throughout the state were rou-
tinely sending hazardous waste to 

local landfills  and were tossing 
documents containing sensitive 
customer information into store 
trash bins, potentially expos-
ing the information to identity 
thieves.

From 2013 to 2015, a se-

ries of waste inspections of 
dumpsters belonging to Home 
Depot stores revealed unlawfully 
disposed of hazardous wastes in-
cluded pesticides, aerosols, paint 
and corrosive materials. 

The discarded records con-

taining customer information 
included names, addresses, phone 
numbers and email addresses.

There are 12 Home Depot 
stores in Alameda County and 
all are subject to the terms of the 
settlement.

Two men were arrested and 
one has been charged with grand 
theft after an attempt at snatch-
ing a laptop computer at the 
Starbucks at 1057 MacArthur 
Boulevard last week.

On April 6 at around 11:40 
a.m., police received reports that 
customers were chasing a laptop 
thief from the coffee shop and 
when officers arrived, they lo-
cated the victim and several pass-
ersby holding down the suspect 
who was attempting to get away, 
according to Lt. Isaac Benabou of 
the San Leandro police.

The suspect, an 18-year-old 
Oakland man, was  arrested and 
the laptop computer was also 
recovered after he dropped it 
while running. 

Witnesses said that the sus-
pect entered the coffee shop 
and snatched the computer from 
someone who was sitting at a 
table, according to Benabou. 

The suspect ran out of the 
store with the victim chasing 
him and the commotion alerted 
other patrons who realized what 
occurred and also gave chase.

The suspect tried to enter 
a waiting vehicle being driven 
by a second suspect, but he was 
unable to open the door. 

As a result, the victim and 
witnesses were able to grab the 
suspect and hold him until police 
arrived. 

The driver has been identi-
fied as an 18-year-old Berkeley 
resident. He was arrested at the 
scene, but the District Attorney’s 
Office did not press charges 
against him and he has been 
released.

The alleged thief was charged 

with grand theft and was released 
with a court date scheduled. 

Last week the San Leandro 
Police Department produced and 
posted a safety video on Face-
book on these types of crimes. 
The video explains what to look 
for and how to prevent yourself 
from becoming a victim. 

“Laptop thefts from coffee 
shop patrons are becoming very 
popular amongst criminals,” said 
Benabou in a written statement. 
“We have seen a sharp increase in 
this type of crime in San Leandro 
and surrounding areas. We urge 
everyone to be more aware of 
your surroundings as these crimes 

are easily preventable.” 
Benabou said that in this case 

it worked out for the victim to 
chase the suspect, but that people 
should not give chase because it 
is too dangerous and they should 
leave it to the cops. 

If you become a victim, call 
911 and refrain from attempting 
to confront or chase after the 
suspect. 

Be a good witness, take note 
of a suspect’s descriptions, cloth-
ing, a direction of flight, getaway 
vehicle and license plate. 

Your safety and the safety of 
others is most important in these 
circumstances.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Unity Church of San Leandro
Meeting at 13909 E. 14th St. • San Leandro • 510 483-2132

SUNDAY 11:11 A.M.

•	 We emphasize spirituality more than religion.
•	 We believe there are many paths to God.
•	 We show you how to transform your life through
	 practical spiritual principles.
•	 Everyone is welcome.
www.unitysanleandro.org

Spiritual, but not religious?
Come experience the church that fits.

FIND YOUR FAVORITE CHAIR!
ALL RECLINERS NOW ON SALE!

CREDIT

1900 E. 14th St. • San Leandro 
357-3000

43
Years

Experience

EASY LAYAWAY & FINANCING AVAILABLE

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM-6PM • SATURDAY 10AM-5PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

www.Duprees-Furniture.com

“Make your house a Dupree’s home”

SALE
PRICES START

AT $199
Many 

Fabrics & 
Leather to 
Choose 

From

•	 Rocker Recliners
•	 Wall Huggers
•	 Lift Chairs
•	 Big Man's
	 Recliners

Free
Estimates

• Concrete
• Pavers
• Brick & Flat Stone
• Landscape Installation

SPECIALIZING IN:

925-208-9916

20 Years of Experience

San Leandro

For NewCustomers

Lic. #1030560
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❖ SL Players Present
    Death by Design 
The San Leandro Players present 
Death by Design, a comedy/
mystery with surprising twists, 
running through May 6 at the 
San Leandro Museum/Audito-
rium, 320 West Estudillo Ave. 
in San Leandro. Show times are 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays 

at 2 p.m., plus two Friday shows 
at 8 p.m. on April 27 and May 
4. Tickets are $20 general, $15 
seniors, TBA members, under 12, 
students.  For more information 
or reservations call 895-2573 or 
online at www.slplayers.org. 

❖ Chanticleers Theatre
     Little Women The Musical

Little Women, The Musical, an 
all-new Broadway high-ener-
gy musical adaptation, will be 
presented by Chanticleers The-
atre, 3683 Quail Ave. in Castro 
Valley, on Friday and Saturday 
nights at 8 p.m. and at 2 p.m. on 
Sundays till May 6. For tickets 
($25, $20), visit chanticleers.org  
or call 733-5483.

❖ San Leandro Performing
     Arts Center 
     Legally Blond, The Musical 
Legally Blond, The Musical, the 
story of a sorority girl who en-
rolls at Harvard Law School to 
win back her ex-boyfriend, will 
be presented by San Leandro 
High School Dramatic Arts 
on April 13, 14, 15, 20, at 
7:30 p.m. and on the Sundays of 
April 15 and 22, at 2 p.m. at the 
San Leandro Performing Arts 
Center, 2200 Bancroft Avenue. 
Tickets are $8 and $15 and can 
be purchase on-line at www.san-
leandropac.com

HOROSCOPE  by Salomé © 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Rumors of a change in the workplace 
could make you a mite uneasy about going ahead with implementing your 
ideas. Best advice: Ignore the talk and proceed as planned.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Everyone has an opinion on how to 
handle a recent business suggestion. Thank them for their advice. Then go 
ahead and follow your own fine instincts.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) While home is your main focus this week, 
new issues in the workplace need your attention as well. Take things step by 
step. Pressures ease in time for weekend fun.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Be less rigid when handling a 
relationship problem. You might believe you’re in the right, but try to open 
your mind to the possibilities of facts you’re currently not aware of.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Leos and Leonas run at a hectic pace 
throughout much of the week. But by the weekend, the Lions’ Dens become 
a purrrfect place for you Fine Felines to relax in.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Change is favored early in the 
week. This should make it easier for you to reassess your plans for handling 
a troubling professional relationship. Good luck.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A suggestion from a colleague 
could give your professional project that long-needed boost. Meanwhile, 
someone close to you still needs your emotional support.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Before complying with a 
colleague’s request, check to see that the action benefits all, not just one 
person’s agenda. Continue firming up those travel plans.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your social life is on 
the upswing, and the only problem is deciding which invitations to accept. 
Enjoy yourself before settling down for some serious work next week.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) With your creative 
aspects on high, you might want to restart your work on that novel or 
painting you put aside. Your efforts will bring a surge in your self-esteem.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) While you’re generouswith 
others, be sure you’re not overlooking your own needs. Take time to assess 
your situation and make adjustments where necessary.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Being applauded for your 
achievement is great. But watch out that you don’t start acting like a star. It 
could lose you valuable support with your next project.

NEIGHBORS
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

signed to change Prop 13, on Thursday, April  
19, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Hayward City 
Hall, 777 B St. in Hayward. The forum is 
sponsored by the League of Women Voters 
Eden Area, and is free and open to the public. 
For more information, contact Rita Duncan, 
program co-chair, League of Women Voters 
Eden Area, at freemyheart@yahoo.com.

❖ Artifest & Reception at the SL Library
The San Leandro Art Association (SLAA) 
welcomes the public to Artfest 2018 at the 
San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo 
Ave., on Friday, April 20, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.; and on Saturday, April 21, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Browse or buy fine art in a 
variety of mediums on display both inside 
and outside the library. Watch and learn 
from artist demonstrations and enter a prize 
drawing. Also, the SLAA will host a recep-
tion on Wednesday, April 18, from 6 to 7 
p.m. with beverages and viewing the art in 
the gallery. A portion of proceeds supports 
the San Leandro Art Association’s Dorothy 
Cunningham Fund which in turn supports art 
programs at San Leandro schools.

❖ Ethnic Dance Festival 
Eden Area Interfaith Council presents ethnic 
dance festival featuring folk dances of North 
India, American square dancing, Jewish folk 
dancing, and classical dance of North India 
with international vegetarian cuisine on 
Saturday, April 21, from 3 to 6 p.m. at the 
First Presbyterian Church, 2490 Grove Way 
in Castro Valley (next to Trader Joe’s). Get 
your tickets at Ethnic Dance Festival @ Eth-
nic Dance Festival https://brownpapertickets.
com/events/3370423 or at the door. $20 per 
person $35 for families up to 4. This fund 
raiser supports the Eden Area Interfaith 
Council. For more  information call 962-6588 
email: info@edeninterfaith.org. 

❖ Free Women’s Lifestyle Coaching
“Celebrate You Coaching” expert Phoebe 
Jue offers a free 1-hour lifestyle coaching 
session about “What Matters Most in Our 
Everyday.” on Tuesday, April 24, from 7 to 
8 p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave. Space is limited. To register, 
call 577-3971.

❖ Viewing of An Inconvenient Sequel
The San Leandro Democratic Club and Our 
Revolution San Leandro will host a viewing 
of Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth 
to Power on Thursday, April 26, at 6:30 
p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave. The guest speaker will be 
Chris Tiedeman, California Environmental 
Protection Agency deputy secretary of law. 

❖ 2018 FESCO Shuffle Walkathon
Join FESCO (Family Emergency Shelter 
Coalition) in its efforts to end family home-
lessness in Alameda County by attending 
the 21st Annual FESCO Shuffle Walkathon 
on Saturday, April, 28, at the San Leandro 
Marina Park, 14001 Monarch Bay Dr. in San 
Leandro. Check-in starts at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Seagull Picnic Site and the walk begins at 10 
a.m. You can walk as a team or as an individ-
ual in this family-friendly, dog-friendly event 
along this beautiful path. Come and enjoy 
morning refreshments, lunch, entertainment 
and a drawing! Sign up to walk or to donate 
at www.firstgiving.com/21524/21st-annu-
al-fesco-shuffle.

❖ Redwood 4-H Club
Redwood 4-H is hosting an open house 
tonight, April 12, at 7 p.m. in the cafeteria 
of Canyon Middle School in Castro Valley. 
Come see that 4-H is about more than an-
imals. For more information, call Karen at 
566-3672. 

❖ Hearing Loss Association Meeting 
The Hearing Loss Association will meet on 
Saturday, April 14, at the Oakland Kaiser 
Permanente Hospital, Fabiola Bldg., 3801 
Howe St., lower level, room G26. Refresh-
ments are at 9:30 a.m. with the program 
starting at 10 a.m. Dawn Abrahamson from 
the Canine Companions for Independence 
center will discuss how to get a hearing ear 
dog to alert the owner to a variety of sounds. 
Parking is free in the old garage across from 
Howe Street. For more information, email 
athos.artist@att.net or call Kay at 886-4717.
 
❖ Film on Holocaust Survivor
The Castro Valley Community Alliance, in 
partnership with the Castro Valley Library, 
will show the film One Survivor Remembers 
on Sunday, April 15, from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
Castro Valley Library, 3600 Norbridge Ave. 
in Castro Valley. The film depicts Gerda 
Klein’s account of surviving the Holocaust as 
a child. After the film, a panel will discuss the 
Holocaust, antisemitism and how these issues 
continue to affect members of our commu-
nity. The panelist will be Iris Bendahan who 
will be bringing her exhibit CHAIM.

❖ Buon Tempo Family Dinner 
Buon Tempo will have its April Family Din-
ner on Tuesday, April 17, at 7 p.m. at Trans-
figuration Church, 4000 E. Castro Valley 
Blvd. in Castro Valley in the Mt. Tabor Hall. 
Chef Lisa Briones will serve a six-course 
family style dinner, featuring canelloni. Din-
ner includes dessert, and carafes of red and 
white wine. Everyone is invited. Happy hour 
is at 6:30 p.m. The dinner is $15 for mem-
bers and $20 for non-members. Advanced 
reservations are required by Friday, April 13, 
and made by calling the Buon Tempo dinner 
line at 483-6929.   For information about 
upcoming events and/or membership check 
out www.buontempoclub.org.

❖ United States Air Force Band 
Travis Brass, one of the cornerstone ensem-
bles of the United States Air Force Band of 
the Golden West, will present a free concert 
of patriotic and classical music on Tuesday, 
April 17, at 7 p.m. at the All Saints Episcopal 
Church, 911 Dowling Blvd. in San Leandro. 
The band is based at Travis Air Force Base 
in Fairfield and is comprised of two trumpets, 
French horn, trombone, and a tuba, and per-
forms for a wide variety of musical events 
such as military ceremonies, patriotic shows, 
veteran appreciation events, and formal con-
certs. This concert will show case much of 
the music that will be performed at the end of 
the April when Travis Brass heads to Eastern 
Washington where they will be the featured 
soloists with the Witworth Wind Symphony.

❖ Forum on Prop-13 
Helen Hutchison, president of the League 
of Women Voters of California, and Ben 
Grieff, campaign director and spokesperson 
for Evolve, will speak at a forum on The 
California Schools and Local Communities 
Funding Act of 2018, a ballot initiative de-

COMMUNITY CALENDARCOMMUNITY CALENDAR

Calendar items should be submitted at least one week prior to the desired edition of the Times, 
which is published Thursdays. Space limitations require we print items of the most general interest.

ALLPHIN JEWELERS
Since 1923

155 Parrott Street
San Leandro • 357-3442

Wednesday-Friday 11am-5pm
Saturday 11am-4pm

WATCH
BATTERIES

DONE
RIGHT

The Downtown San Leandro Farmers’ Market is open for another season on 
Wednesday evenings from 4 to 8 p.m. on Parrott Street, between East 14th Street 
and Washington Avenue.
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SL Farmers’ Market Is Back



Concussion and Sports: How the Rules are Changing for Athletes
HEALTH & FITNESS
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ncreased education and 
awareness about the potential 
for injury has changed the 

way the game of football is played, 
and new rules have been put in 
place to protect NFL players.
  Pacific Brain & Spine neurosur-
geon Dr. Ronnie Mimran serves 
as the team neurosurgeon for the 
Oakland Raiders. 
  His practice focuses on surgi-
cal and non-surgical treatment of 
brain and spine disorders, with an 
emphasis on minimally invasive 
techniques for the spine. He per-
forms surgeries at Eden Medical 
Center and San Ramon Regional 
Medical Center.
  I asked him to give me his per-
spective on the neurological chal-
lenges facing both professionals 
as well as young athletes and teens 
who play tackle football. 
  What has changed in football 
since neurological damage caused 
by brain injuries came to light 15 
years ago?
  Players are penalized for hel-
met-to-helmet hits or hits to a de-
fenseless player. 
  Before, players would shake 
off injuries and ignore signals to 
walk off the field. Now, instead of 
players assuming they have to take 
their hits like a good soldier, they 
are self-reporting concussions or 
taking themselves out of the game.
  In addition, starting in 2009, the 
NFL mandated that each profes-
sional football team hire its own 
neurosurgeon. 
  To prevent bias, teams are now 
also required to bring in an inde-
pendent neuro-trauma consultant 
to corroborate the physician’s di-
agnosis and treatment for brain 
concussions. 
  So today, when a player is sus-
pected of having a concussion, 
he is removed for the remainder 
of the game. Players no longer 
blame the doctors for taking them 
out. They understand that the NFL 
changed the rules and the rules are 

the reason they’re being taken out 
of the game.  
  Awareness and education have 
become paramount among coach-
es and trainers. They are recogniz-
ing that concussions aren’t easy to 
spot because a player’s injury isn’t 
always obvious.  
  So even if he isn’t limping, he 
may still be hurt. Now, if the coach 
suspects that a player is injured he 
will remove him from the game.  
  What about young athletes and 
high school football players? What 
are your top recommendations for 
preventing injuries, during prac-
tice or during the game?
  First, young athletes, under high 
school age should avoid tackle 
football. They can learn the game 
by playing flag football.  
  Young athletes can still learn the 
fundamentals – running, passing, 
kicking – while avoiding early 
head hits to the skull and brain at 
a time when brain development is 
really important. 
  Injurious impacts have ripple 
effects during a young player’s de-
velopmental years.
  When athletes get to high 
school they may feel more em-
boldened toward aggressive phys-
ical contact. Coaches should limit 
padding, helmet use or other pro-
tective equipment during practice 
to discourage players from aggres-
sive physical contact.  
  Proper fitting of equipment 
is essential. An older brother 
shouldn’t hand off his football 
gear to his younger sibling. Fam-
ilies should invest in new, proper-
ly-sized equipment instead. Hel-
mets and shoulder pads should not 
be passed down from one brother 
to the next.  
  What about technology? How is 
technology being used to prevent 
injuries?
  To really solve the problem of 
concussions in sports we need a 
multifaceted approach. As I said, 
one arm is education; the second 
is changing the rules of the game. 
The third and final piece is tech-
nology. 

  The NFL, along with the De-
partment of Defense and other 
institutions are funding research 
for equipment and this research is 
delving into a variety of issues. 
  Helmets are an obvious target 
for innovation. Researchers are 
studying the question of how we 
can make helmets absorb impact 
before it is transferred to the skull 
and brain.  
  But it’s also important to know 
that a large number of concussions 
are caused by contact with the 
ground. So, the composition of the 
field turf where the game is played 
– and the idea of changing ground 
cushion to absorb impact, with-
out changing the way the game 
is played – is another area that is 
being researched. 
  Is there anything else that par-
ents, coaches and those in the 
sports world need to know about 
these neurological issues? 
  Don’t ignore injuries from other 
sports besides football. I’ve seen 

By Shelly Gorden
Special to the Times

I

concussions in water polo, soccer, 
rugby, even cheerleading… over 
the last 20 years, I have seen them 
in nearly every sport or activity 
imaginable. 

  Concussions are not a football 
specific injury. It happens in all 
sports. It’s important to be aware 
of these issues and, as the NFL 
has done, to take steps to change 

the rules, upgrade equipment, and 
reduce the likelihood of brain in-
juries.
  Shelly Gordon is a writer for 
Pacific Brain & Spine.

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 
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25% 
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On Sale in April

Herbs

Mondays, Thursdays, Saturdays 10 am – 7 pm

369 Juana Ave., San Leandro • 510-550-5498
www.itonochiropractic.com
Info@itonochiropractic.com

• Migraines
• Digestive Issues
• Chronic Pain
• Chronic Fatigue

Get to the
root of your: • Flexion-distraction

  table to deliver low
  force adjustments
• Nutritional exams to
  balance your system
• Customized movement
  plans to increase
  energy and strength

Mention this ad
get 20% Off the 

Initial evaluation

Dr. Rose Caigoy
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Neighborhood
Cleanup Day 

Saturday, 
May 19

Keep your neighborhood clean 
and green!  Pull out your old, 
unused items 
from the attic in 
preparation for 
San Leandro’s 
annual Citywide 
Garage Sale and 
Spring Cleaning 
Event.   

SIGN UP TO PARTICIPATE  
You can sign up online or complete and submit this form by May 9th  to receive free garage 
sale advertising and/or access to the recycling event.  

Name: 

Address:  

Phone:  

Email:  

Signature:          Date:   

SUBMIT TO:  City of San Leandro Recycling Program  
  14200 Chapman Road  
  San Leandro, CA  94578 
  Web www.RecycleSanLeandro.org  Phone (510) 577-6026  

  Email  Recycle@SanLeandro.org  

I would like to participate in: 
 (check all that apply)  
 

 Citywide Garage Sale 
 Spring Cleaning Event 
  

EVENT FEATURES 
Citywide Garage Sale ~ 8am - 1pm  
Host a garage sale at your home.  The City will 
provide free advertising, including a map and listing 
in the May 17 edition of the San Leandro Times. 
 
Spring Cleaning Event ~ 10am - 3pm 
Bring appliances, mattresses, electronics, scrap 
metal, clean wood/yard trimmings, tires household 
batteries and fluorescent lamps.  Residents may 
also drop off cell phones, chargers, CDs, DVDs 
and audio and video tapes for recycling. 



Miata Makes for Many Memories
sample every possible kind of 
music blaring out of fellow driv-
ers’ windows.

Mazda’s little million-selling 
sports car provides direct con-
nection to the road, with steer-
ing, close-ratio manual shifting, 
and responsive braking. I prefer 
the manual six-speed to the au-
tomatic. With its short little lever 
and feeling of being connected 
to actual gears, you can’t beat it, 
even in commute traffic.

It takes some dexterity to get 
yourself into the low driver’s 
bucket set, and some strength 
and care to extricate yourself. I 
can still maneuver OK, but at 65, 
I take it easy.

Miatas have their fans — 
lots of them. There is a Miata 
race series. While testing this 
new model, I ran across a co-
worker with a green-and-white 
’91, and another colleague who 
owns a nicely-preserved ’94 in 
the limited-edition Laguna Blue. 
On a ride, he was impressed by 
the new car’s acceleration from 
the little 155-horsepower 2.0-li-

ter engine (with 148 lb.-ft. of 
torque). With the manual six, the 
soft-top Miata weighs in at just 
2,332 pounds, so that’s plenty.

Riding low takes a little get-
ting used to. When you look out 
either side window, it’s directly 
at someone’s wheel. When you 
look out the windshield, you’ll 
see rakishly canted fenders, in 
the latest “Kodo Design” theme. 
The hood cut lines are clever-
ly hidden beyond the curve, so 
you don’t notice them from the 
cabin. The hood gently rises at 
its center over the engine com-
partment.

The original Miata featured 
a simple, plain interior, with 
no luxury touches. There were 
silver rings around the gauges, 
though, a tip of the hat to classic 
sports cars. There was a tachom-
eter in the middle of the instru-
ment panel, as it is today.

The car has become more and 
more elegantly designed over 
the years, with sculpted door 
panels and the neatly trimmed 
interior fittings. Beautiful metal-
lic accents on the steering wheel, 
transmission surround, air vents 
and door handles lend an upscale 
air. The Kodo Design theme 
blends a flow of soft curves and 
edges across the doors and dash.

My 2018 test car, a mid-level 
Club model, had some signifi-
cant extras. The Machine Gray 
paint, a serious shade, added 
$300 to the tab. I personally 
would prefer red or blue. The 
car has come in a variety of col-
ors over the years. One especial-
ly nice setup combined British 
Racing green paint with a tan 
leather interior.

My tester flaunted a dark red 

he MX-5 Miata is 
an automotive treat 
that I’ve loved for 
26 years. I’ve driv-

en 14 of them since I started 
testing cars as a journalist back 
in 1992.

My first Miata test car came 
from the press fleet, and was a 
revelation. The moment I sat 
in it and then took it out on the 
road, I  was riding in my father’s 
Austin-Healey again, on a warm 
summer evening with the sun 
still out, going to get some ice 
cream.

There’s nothing quite like 
driving an open car, and in the 
Miata, all you do is drop the top 
and go. Ever since day one, you 
can unlatch the top and just flip 
it behind you. It’s amazing how 
many things there are to smell 
as you drive — most of them 
interesting or pleasant. You get 
whiffs of food from restaurants, 
freshly baked bread, and new-
ly-mown grass. You also get to 

By Steve Schaefer
San Leandro Times

cloth top — a no-cost option. 
The big upgrade, however, was 
the Brembo BBS Recaro pack-
age, at $4,470. It transformed 
the car inside and out, with 
gripping Brembo disc brakes, 
black BBS custom wheels, and 
gorgeous and supportive Recaro 
racing seats in a soft alcantara 
suede. These buckets are heated, 
and feature speakers in the head-
rest, which aids hearing while on 
the road with the roof lowered.

The EPA numbers are 26 
City, 33 Highway, and 29 Com-
bined. I averaged 31.4 mpg in a 
week that had much too much 
commuting and too little back 
road running. The EPA Green 
numbers are a disappointing 
3 for Smog but a solid 6 for 
Greenhouse Gas.

In an era of basic cars 
starting close to $20,000 and 
mid-level Toyota Camrys ap-
proaching $30,000, the Miata’s 
price doesn’t seem out of line. 
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My Club-level test car started 
at $29,155, but with extras and 
delivery, hit $35,240. A 2018 
MX-5 Sport with no extras will 
set you back just $26,185.

Consumer Reports has given 
the Miata high praise over the 
years. Owners report better than 
average reliability, so you’ll see 

The Kodo Design theme inside the MX-5 Miata blends a 
flow of soft curves and edges across the doors and dash.

Over 26 years, Steve Schaefer has tested 14 different Miatas — a car reminescent of 
his father’s Austin-Healey.

T

plenty of all four generations on 
the road. The car magazines love 
it, too.

The MX-5 Miata holds a 
special place in my heart, and 
it has remained great—and im-
proved over the years, becoming 
(by far) the most popular sports 
car ever.

DORALS

Approvedwww.doralsautorepair.comMEMBER

2000 MERCED ST. • SAN LEANDRO • 352-4221
MON-FRI • 8:30-5:30 / SAT BY APPT. ONLY 

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

Auto Repair
QUALITY

FACTORY SCHEDULED
MAINTENANCE

Your Dealer Alternative • Serving San Leandro Since 1970
We Service All Foreign & Domestic Makes

CALL FOR YOUR SPRING
AUTO CHECK-UP
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3/12/18Debra Butler
Jean Gancos
Virginia Oliver
Robert G. Clark	
Thomas Baker
Frank DeVille
Dominican Sisters of Oakford
Leroy Diaz
Mary Ann WilliamsCarol A. 
Matthews
Diane Clayton
Maria L. Giuliano
Lanette Jones
Mary Jo KnuevenReba 
Mattice
Dawne Teske
Ann Evans

Joyce Alarcon
Susan ChinVon Stade
Anne Becker
Anna Wong
Brad Caftel
Annabelle Piercy
Angus Obi
Myrna Jean Thomas
Norma J. Imwalle
Minnie F. Viramontes
Douglas Walsh
Janice Doolittle
Dorothy M. Himango
Charlotte Gerow
Arlene Lum
Pamela Ball
Nancy Kikuchi
Morgan Stout
Maria C. Rocha
Antoinette Alcalde
Loranne Shoptaw	
Christine Araneta
Mary E. Schaefer
Joyce e. Sauer
Erma Lazzereschi
Norma Powers
Rosalie Y. Chan
Barbara J. Mantle
Cecilia Mafnas
Brian Barber
Ruth DeBone
Virginia Harkins
Pelton Center Barbershop
Barbara Sanford
Barbara Han
Ernest M. English
Maureen Barbano
Eileen J. Weise
John Wagoner
Charlene Locke
Joseph Rys
Joyce Dow
Matt Grajeda
Bev Cherkoff
Joanne Leonard
Mary Garcia
Jerry Garcia
Bridget Keenan
Dana Pong
Joshua Pong
Antonina David
Jim Knowles
Ligia Chow
Shirley Goodwin
Gayle Marie Guhde
Richard L. Parker
Joyce De Jesus
Pat Moore
Marilyn Flood
Jean Carico
Florence Wright
Elizabeth Bulling
Leta Bretschneider
Adele Diaz
Carolyn Diaz
Douglas Riggin
Terry Garnier
Harpers
Stuart Brown
E. Ford Turping
Margie Diaz
Doris Marx
Sydney Winsor
Ida Valenzuela
Patricia Mazzeo
Rita Millhouse
Dolores Gruenewald

Raymond Avalos
Sandra Donahue
Leslie Andrade
Marilyn Holt
Edward Struble
Jennie Gisslow
Pat Crum
Carolyn Eccles
Mary Ann Johnson
Shirley Carey
Evelyn M. Becker
Lynda Hartman
Sherrie Penney
Margaret McCluckie
Henry Morones
O. Morones
Gail Abbate
Walter Johe
Kenneth Domingos
Sabine Dietsch
Sandra Headley
Ellen Pelissero
Darlene Pasqual
Olga Bustillos
Robert Rett
La Vern Vales
Helen Feick
Matilda Clark
Leroy Robinson
Barbara Robinson
Catherine Guntrum
Bruce Guntrum
J. M. Belmondo
Shirley Carlson
Sandra Young
Michael Enos
Carol Audiss
Abel Garcia
Barbara Bugna
Robert Butler
Michael Murray
Linda Savage
Dale Lew
Lorena Ruance
Nancy Asmundson
John Bearden
Leroy Vierra
Roger Humphreys
Virginia Silva
Alfredo Ureta
Robert Glenn
Rosemary Gallegos
Lillian LaFrance
Ru Feng Zhang
Beverly Worthington
Joseph Lamnin
Marlene Lamnin
Joseph Lamnin
Marsha Macklem
Kathyrn Jegi
R. E. Burnett
Michael Moreau
Stuart Brown
Harpers
Marie Luisa Penaranda
Barbara Neu
Russ & Janet Gabhardt
Anne Cawood
Iris P. Lacey
Terri Cooper 
Carolie Nobriga
Dorothy Grushkowitz
Judy McGough
Lori Beth Katz
Fred Miller
Denise Music
Robert Knoll

Thomas Papka
Mary Marshall
Daisy Murray
June Brown
Rita David-Malig
Carol Kane
Aaron Palajac
Linda Stanley
A. Steven Jones
Garth Donoviel
Sheilah Stettler
Lucille Dutra
John R. Petsche
Irene Ciarlo
Geraldine H. Sampson
Gay Leonard
Debbie Weinberger
Rosella Jackson
Margaret Kuzmicky
Margaret McLean
Irene Pinto
Diane Meck
Stacy Sterling
Howard Beckman
Opal Porritt
Marisela Castro
Ellen Wang
Donna Wang
Wendy Spector
Ms Geraldine Mellen
Patricia Quant
Antonio Preciado
Muriel L. Morr
Ralph Martin
Doris Marciel
Frances Waters
Mr. & Mrs Donald Morrison
Sandro Dowdy
Nora Quigley
Louis B. Winters
Ronald D. Winters
Cynthia A. Demello
Kathleen Demerddjian
June E. Demerddjian
W & AL McGeorge SR.
C. A. Marlin
Barbara Gilkeson
Evelyn Tomei
Betty Issacs
W. P. Jensen
Cathrine Bucher 
Zora Randomich
Jeanne Powers
Deborah Trujillo
Kevin Biddle
A. Giangrasso
Alicia Cuellar
Manuel J. Silva
Anna Connie Monteiro Stagg
S. Storch
Diane & Dennis McCarthy
Ms. Janet Schumann
Ron Robinson
Bette Peeters
Barbara Christianson
Norman Brandt JR.
Judy Coy
Anita Lind
Marilyn Long
Ms. Antoinette Conde
Pitricia Minnis
Ruthann Haffke
Peggy Simi
Ms. Remedios G. Mercado
Gary and Ellen Sadey
Odette Jacques
Lauro Mercado

Teri Schlesinger
Mary M. Burke
J. Brooke
Tom & Glenda Fore
Bella Comelo
Chris Gin	
Earlene Jensen
Alanna Yan
FE Corpuz	
Susan Erb
Corrin Case
Kathy Harris
Denise Bogush
Nida Ward
Lynn Lin
Mike Focha
Jo Ann Silver
Carolena Productions Plus
Gilbert Roach
Lila Roach
Sharon L. Souza
Phil Wilders
Janet Plankenhorn
Gary E. & Caryl Ann Symons
Michelle Fugere
C. J. Lee
Martha SchnorrTerri 
ZugnaniMark W. Witcher
All Saints Episcopal Church
Bob Burr
Casandra A. Burr
Nancy Ardell
Laurel Marks
W. Joyce Coger
Mildred R. Loverro
Ronale Marten
Carolyn Lamb
Taryn Edwards
Katherine L. Tollefsen
Robert Madeline Shelby
Linda Baumwirt
Leta Schmitt
Theresa D. Graham
Patrick DeCarlo
Jeannette DeCarlo
Marva Smith
Moira Fry
Dixie Ferriera
Judy Yahn
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Caison
William Vintor
Marcia Benjamin
JoAnn Lewis
Marilyn Bennett
Marilyn Tribble
Richard Jones
Dee Davis
Susan Rampa
Theresa Gee
Blair & Jon Phillips
Amy Cassidy
Stephen Cassidy
Alice Doolittle
Nancy McEachern
Kathryn Rawlinson
James Blaine
Wunan Lin
Albert Lum
Rob Morgan
Andrea Eldridge
Clifford Eldridge
Barbara Eandi
Rich Zollner
Muriel & Alex Maguire

The Forum and the Times Gratefully Acknowledge Their Loyal Readers 

San Leandro Times      THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2018        9



10  THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2018 San Leandro Times
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RECENT HOME SALES
San Leandro —————————
1042 Begier Avenue 	 94577: $961,000 2 BD - 1,651 SF - 1940 
1400 Carpentier Street	 94577: $490,000 2 BD - 1,176 SF - 1983 
2426 Croyden Court 	 94577: $430,000 3 BD - 1,659 SF - 1977 
14413 Seagate Drive 	 94577: $520,000 2 BD - 968 SF - 1984 
1749 140th Avenue 	 94578: $618,000 3 BD - 1,232 SF - 1946 
1203 147th Avenue #C 	 94578: $300,000 2 BD - 996 SF - 1974 
1570 165th Avenue	 94578: $280,000 1 BD - 546 SF - 1987 
622 Begonia Drive 	 94578: $313,500 N/A BD - 1,659 SF - 1979 
15956 East 14th Street	 94578: $425,000 2 BD - 918 SF - 2008 
439 Lloyd Avenue 	 94578: $622,000 3 BD - 1,032 SF - 1952 
14849 Towers Street 	 94578: $655,000 3 BD - 1,700 SF - 1948 
15248 Hardin Street 	 94579: $600,000 3 BD - 1,241 SF - 1952 
15244 Inverness Street 	 94579: $766,000 5 BD - 2,287 SF - 1952 
1012 Marquette Way 	 94579: $525,000 3 BD - 1,148 SF - 1956 
1537 Sagewood Avenue 	 94579: $730,000 3 BD - 1,441 SF - 1953 
TOTAL SALES:	 15	
LOWEST AMOUNT:	 $280,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:	 $525,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:	 $961,000	 AVERAGE AMOUNT:	 $549,033

Castro Valley —————————
17883 Apricot Way 	             94546: $828,000     3 BD - 1,234 SF - 1957 
18579 Carlwyn Drive           94546: $860,000     2 BD - 1,585 SF - 1954 
2935 Lake Chabot Lane      94546: $750,000     3 BD - 1,802 SF - 1979 
4034 Leavitt Court               94546: $830,000     3 BD - 1,378 SF - 1961 
3616 Lorena Avenue 	          94546: $756,000     2 BD - 1,379 SF - 1951 
3641 Lorena Avenue           94546: $740,000     2 BD - 1,175 SF - 1937 
20060 Lorena Place            94546: $575,000     2 BD - 1,258 SF - 1981 
18444 Magee Way              94546: $875,000     3 BD - 1,383 SF - 1952 
3412 Marques Court           94546: $780,000     3 BD - 1,328 SF - 1954 
18442 Ogilvie Drive            94546: $750,000     3 BD - 1,516 SF - 1956 
4540 Paradise Knowles      94546: $828,000     4 BD - 1,597 SF - 1959 
19807 San Miguel Ave        94546: $440,000     2 BD - 1,000 SF - 1964 
2262 Vestal Avenue            94546: $620,000      2 BD - 1,018 SF - 1948 
5782 Cold Water Drive        94552: $1,100,000  3 BD - 1,944 SF - 1967 
5509 Jasmine Court            94552: $1,200,000    BD - 1,746 SF - 1978 
TOTAL SALES:	 15	
LOWEST AMOUNT:	 $440,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:	 $780,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:	 $1,200,000	 AVERAGE AMOUNT:	 $780,000

n investor purchased a 
condo in a local devel-
opment. A few months 

later, his agent received a call. 
  “The HOA has levied an as-
sessment to each unit,” the in-
vestor stated, obviously upset. 
“They need to resolve signifi-
cant structural issues in the de-
velopment,” he clarified, “and 
they want to assess each owner 
over $80,000.00.”
  How could a Homeowner’s 
Association (HOA) get into a 
situation like that? Easier than 
you might imagine. 
  When the recent foreclosure 
crisis descended, it hit condo 
developments particularly hard. 
Countless owners, unable to pay 
escalating mortgage payments, 
chose to let their units go into 
foreclosure or short sales. One 
constant in either case: they 
stopped paying their monthly 
HOA dues.
  With the sudden escalation of 
HOA fee defaults, Home Owner 
Associations across the country 
quickly entered financial diffi-
culty. Many went into bankrupt-
cy. The result was a complete 

halt to all ongoing development 
maintenance. 
  Associations that had respon-
sible leadership, decent finan-
cial reserves and facilities that 
were in good condition to begin 
with managed to weather the 
financial storm and emerge rel-
atively whole at the end of the 
crisis. Others did not.
  Most developments realized 
that they would need to raise 
monthly HOA fees to return 
to financial health, and so the 
recovery years following the 
financial meltdown saw aver-
age HOA fee amounts increase 
dramatically from an average 
pre-crisis fee of $250/month to 
the current average of well over 
$400/month.
  Unfortunately, developments 
in poor condition prior to the 
collapse discovered that higher 
HOA fees alone would not be 
enough to bail them out of dif-
ficulty. 
  Consequently, their only re-
course was to introduce special 
assessments to bring them back 
from the brink. In many cases, 
the assessments ranged between 

Condo Buyers Beware of Potential HOA Issues
$5,000 to $10,000. In extreme 
situations, however, the assess-
ments were larger. In some cas-
es, much larger.
  While many condos are won-
derful places to live, buyers 
need to perform due diligence 
when buying. 
  Carefully examine the entire 
HOA package. Scan the minutes 
for any suggestions of future as-
sessments. Go over the financial 
statements to ensure strong re-
serves are in place. Walk through 
the development and look for ob-
vious issues such as dry rot, peel-
ing paint, asphalt in poor condi-
tion or weathered roofs. 
  If the development looks like it 
needs a lot of work, walk away.
  In a classic case of buyer be-
ware, we recommend you care-
fully examine everything before 
signing the final closing papers. 
The cash you save will be your 
own.
  Carl Medford is a licensed Re-
altor with Keller Williams Realty 
and a licensed general contrac-
tor. This article is sponsored by 
the Central County Marketing 
Association.

REAL ESTATE REALITY
GUEST COMMENTARYBy Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times

A

Mortgage Rates 
Drop Last Week
  Average mortgage rates 
dropped last week for the sec-
ond consecutive week, accord-
ing to Freddie Mac’s weekly 
nationwide survey.
  The 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gage averaged 4.40 percent, 
down from 4.44 percent the 
week before. A year ago at this 
time, the 30-year rate averaged 
4.10 percent. 
  Fifteen-year home loans av-
eraged 3.87 percent,, down from 
3.90 percent. 
  Five-year hybrid adjust-
able-rate mortgages (ARMs) 
averaged 3.62 percent last week, 
down from 3.66. 

Sam & Jessica
Medina

510.481.8400
“Your Neighbor & Realtor!”

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT &

REAL ESTATE SALES

AGENTS
WANTED!

KEEP YOUR COMMISSION

90% Split!
Call 510-914-6917

SINCE 1979

BRE#01519487

Local Market Knowledge ~
Global Marketing Reach

Michelle Ross Miller
Broker Associate • BRE# 01012751
1.510.701.3442 (Cell)
mmiller@pacunion.com

n	Licensed since 1989
n	Estudillo Estates resident

1103 MacArthur Blvd. • San Leandro • 510-568-6171 • www.RinettiCo.com

NEW LISTING • OPEN SUNDAY 2-4
407 Broadmoor Blvd., San Leandro

4+ bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 3,262 sq. ft.
Asking Price $899,000

Terry Martinez, BROKER/OWNER
North San Leandro Specialist

“Living & working in our community!”

510.772.3746
Terry@TerryMartinez.net

1031 MacArthur Blvd. • San LeandroBRE # 01726031

TERRY’S RECENT INVENTORY

COMING SOON!
820 Estudillo Ave • 84 Begier Ave • 337 Farrelly Dr

628 N. O St, Livermore • 561 Warwick Ave • 733 Arbor Dr
Call Terry for more information

PENDING SALES
499 Estudillo Avenue #209
499 Estudillo Avenue #107
1210 Sandelin Avenue
359 Pershing Drive
451 Estudillo Avenue

SOLD
1180 Begier Avenue
1000 Begier Avenue
640 Oakes Boulevard
974 Arbor Drive
508 Superior Avenue 

READ
AND

RECYCLE!

Rinetti & Co. Realtors
New Listing • 407 Broadmoor Blvd., San Leandro • Open Sunday 2-4

4+ Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms, 3,262 sq. ft.  • Asking $899,000
Perry & Tianne Vittoria

(510) 326-0378 • www.RinettiCo.com

Dave Adams
510-637-8136

dave@daveCadams.com
Coldwell Banker

BRE # 01740758

RECENTLY SOLD
Estudillo Estates • Sold for $800,000 • 1455 San Jose St.  
3 bdrms, 1 bath, 1,097sq. ft., $729/sq. ft.

Off-Market Sale • No Signs
No Open House • Seller’s Comfort

For more information, Call Tere Lee, CRS, 
at (510) 305-8827.

This gorgeous two-story con-
do with two bedrooms and 
two-and-a-half baths is located 
in the gated Marina Seagate 
community and features many 
updates! This home includes 2 
garage spaces, wet bar, sky-
lights and many amenities, 
including a swimming pool, 
tennis and bocce ball courts. 

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1-4 P.M.
14525 Flagship Street • San Leandro

This is a great location — adjacent to the Monarch Bay Golf Club, near Kaiser, 
transportation, restaurants and markets. Asking Price: $525,000
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I’m not going to get 
around to planting my to-
matoes until next month. 

Are there varieties that do better 
when planted late? I’d like a large 
slicing variety like Beefsteak. 

May is an ideal month to 
plant tomatoes along with 
hot peppers, eggplants, 

and melons. 
  Tomatoes have a maturity or 
ripening date that ranges from 60 
to 90-plus days. This is how long it 
takes a variety to ripen when start-
ed from seed under optimum con-
ditions. The information is found 
on the seed package or plant label. 
  The days associated with each 
variety should be used only as a 
guide as to which variety matures 
early or later than another. Typical-
ly, the weather is the variable that 
affects the ripening. 
  The maturity date remains the 
same regardless of when the seed 
is sown. This especially true with 
Beefsteak. It’s one of the latest 
maturing varieties at 96 days. 
So you’re better off waiting until 
late May to plant to avoid having 
your plants start off slowly due to 
Mother Nature. 
  I believe tomatoes are planted 
too early in our area. Those plant-
ed in March and early April often 
suffer from the cool, wet condi-
tions from the end of the rainy 
season. 
  Tomatoes are a warm-season 

vegetable that like warm days and 
nights that are somewhat consis-
tent. Quite often flowers form and 
then fall off before the tomatoes 
form. Tomatoes need warm days 
and nighttime temperatures above 
55°F for fruit set.  
  It’s widely believed that the 
early planted tomatoes will take 
off when the weather stabilizes. 
Unfortunately, they don’t, as there 
is ‘No Catch Up’ gene with toma-
toes. These plants will continue to 
disappoint all season long. 
  By mid-May, you should have a 
good idea as to how they are per-

Don’t Plant Your Tomatoes Too Early;
Now’s the Time to Prune Citrus Trees

forming. At that time you have two 
options with those that are strug-
gling. First,  you need to lower 
your expectation or start over with 
new plants. It’s not too late to plant 
at Memorial Day. 

Is now a good time to 
prune my orange? I’m 
also looking for some 

advice on how to plant a midget 
grapefruit tree. 

Now is an excellent time 
to prune citrus. They’re 
pruned annually to re-

move the winter damage, elimi-
nate any dead wood, and shape the 
plant. This ensures that the fruit 
production remains pretty con-
stant. 
  If you prune irregularly, you of-
ten have to sacrifice the yield to get 
the plant back inbounds. Hence, 
you get lots of fruit one year and a 
few the next. 
  It’s also an ideal time to plant a 
dwarf orange and any other type 
of citrus. I would dig a hole twice 
as wide and six inches deeper than 
the container it’s already in and 
prepare the backfill with half soil 
conditioner and half native soil. 
  Plant the new citrus, so the 
original ball of soil sets up one 
inch above the final grade. This 
allows the plant to settle without 
being buried too deep. You then 
construct a watering basin around 
it. Citrus should be watered two to 
three times per week. 
  Buzz Bertolero is an Advance 
California Certified Nursery Pro-
fessional. The Dirt Gardener’s 
website is www.dirtgardener.com 
and questions can be sent by email 
to buzz@dirtgardemer.com  or on 
Facebook at Facebook.com/Buzz.
Bertolero

VEGETABLES
As soon as garden beds are able to be worked after the April  
rains have passed, you can begin setting out vegetables, in-
cluding radishes, eggplants, green peppers, beans, cucumbers 
and squash. Buzz Bertolero recommends waiting until May 
to set out tomatoes. Nurseries and garden centers are well-
stocks with six-packs and 4-inch pots of vegetables ready for 
transplanting. 

FLOWERS
Summer annuals and perennials can also be planted this 
month to brighten up flower beds. Look for petunias and zin-
nias—two of the most popular annuals—available in a wide 
range of colors, shapes and sizes to fulfill any requirement, 
whether for dramatic massed beds and borders, window boxes 
or planters on the patio. Select plants with healthy, deep green 
foliage. In both vegetable and flowers gardens, watch out for 
hungry snails which have multiplied many times over due to 
all the wet weather.

Mortgage Rates Drop Last Week
  Average mortgage rates dropped last week for the second consecutive 
week, according to Freddie Mac’s weekly nationwide survey.
  The 30-year fixed-rate mortgage averaged 4.40 percent, down from 
4.44 percent the week before. A year ago at this time, the 30-year rate 
averaged 4.10 percent. 
  Fifteen-year home loans averaged 3.87 percent,, down from 3.90 
percent. 
  Five-year hybrid adjustable-rate mortgages (ARMs) averaged 3.62 
percent last week, down from 3.66. 

THE TIMES CROSSWORD

ANSWERS ON PAGE 5

ACROSS
	 1	 Old
	 5	 Always
	 9	 “See ya”
	 12	 Took the bus
	 13	 Anger
	 14	 Legislation
	 15	 Pyrite
	 17	 Anger
	 18	 Implement
	 19	 Makes one’s way
	 21	 English composition
	 24	 Behave
	 25	 Cookware
	 26	 Both ways
	 30	 Equal (Pref.)
	 31	 Bichon --(dog breed)
	 32	 “-- the fields we go”
	 33	 Reins
	 35	 Metal refuse
	 36	 Actor McGregor
	 37	 How one says “alas”
	 38	 Georgia city
	 40	 Leaves
	 42	 Past
	 43	 Absolute dominance
	 48	 Web address
	 49	 Teeny bit
	 50	 Soon, in verse
	 51	 Pop
	 52	 Vacillate
	 53	 Relaxing discipline

DOWN
	 1	 “Bow-wow!”
	 2	 Sticky stuff
	 3	 Tokyo’s old name
	 4	 River-mouth regions
	 5	 Therefore
	 6	 String instrument
	 7	 Right angle
	 8	 Claret, for one
	 9	 “Pin the tail on the donkey” prop
	 10	 Play area
	 11	 Rams fans?
	 16	 Sauce source
	 20	 Conclusion
	 21	 Grand tale
	 22	 Mediocre
	 23	 Absolutely
	 24	 Church service
	 26	 1982 movie with a 2010 sequel
	 27	 Lubricant
	 28	 Authentic
	 29	 Wild party
	 31	 Hollywood’s “Talking Mule”
	 34	 Pair
	 35	 Strut about
	 37	 Witness
	 38	 Tennyson poem
	 39	 City of India
	 40	 “-- match?”
	 41	 Fine
	 44	 Explanation
	 45	 Yoko of music
	 46	 Journal
	 47	 “CSI” evidence

(510) 326-4263

“Realtors in Motion”
Ballroom Dancers

“The Agents with the Visual Tours”

Visit us @
www.ListedbyAntonio.com

R.E. eBroker Inc. • A Virtual Real Estate Brokerage

Robert Jones   Associatesand
Selling San Leandro Since 1964  •  www.RobertJonesandAssociates.com

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 357-0120

Need a big house in a 
great neighborhood?
9001 McGurrin Road
Near Sequoyah Country 
Club, 4,600+ sq. ft.
Open Sunday 1-3

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised in the San Leandro Times is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
marital status, national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination. The 
San Leandro Times will not knowingly accept any advertisement for real estate that is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

FAX YOUR OPEN HOME LISTINGS 24-HOURS A DAY
483-4209 CONTRACTED DISPLAY ADVERTISERS RECEIVE OPEN HOME LISTINGS AT 

NO CHARGE. CALL PATRICK AT 614-1558 FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

CITY GUIDE A = SAN LEANDRO  •  B = SAN LORENZO  •  BW = BRENTWOOD  •  C = CASTRO VALLEY  •  D = DUBLIN  •  E = EMERYVILLE  •  F = FREMONT  •  H = HAYWARD  •  K = BERKELEY  •  L = LIVERMORE
N = NEWARK • O = OAKLAND  •  P = PLEASANTON  •  PH = PLEASANT HILL  •  S = SHEFFIELD VILLAGE  •  SR = SAN RAMON  •  U = UNION CITY  •  W = WALNUT CREEK  •  Z = ALAMEDA

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
APRIL 14TH & APRIL 15THOPEN HOMESOPEN HOMES

CITY	 SAT	 SUN	 ADDRESS	 PRICE	 BDRMS/BATHS	 REALTOR	 AGENT	 PHONE
A		 1-4	 1-4	 14525 Flagship St.	    $525,000	 2/2.5	 United Brokers Real Estate	  	    Tere Lee	 510-305-8827
A		 1-4	 2-5	 106 Euclid Ave.	    $629,000	 4/2	 Fracisco Realty	  	    Patrick Fracisco	 925-337-3750
A		 —	 2-4	 407 Broadmoor Blvd.	    $899,000	 4+/2.5	 Rinetti & Co. Realtors	  	    Perry Vittoria	 510-326-0378
C		 1-4	 1-4	 22335 W. Lyndon Loop	    $939,000	 3/2.5	 J. Rockcliff RE 	  	    Suzanna Chew	 510-326-4125
C		 1-4	 1-4	 18690 Capricorn Ct.	    $949,000	 4/2.5	 Berkshire Hathaway	  	    Cathy Brent	 510-381-1065
C		 —	 1-4	 35600 Palomares Rd.	    $1,275,000	 4/3	 J. Rockcliff RE 	  	    Kristy Peixoto	 925-251-2536
C		 —	 1-4	 33803 Palomares Rd.	    $1,280,000	 3/2	 J. Rockcliff RE 	  	    Kristy Peixoto	 925-251-2536
O		 —	 1-3	 9001 McGurrin Rd.	    $1,333,888	 4/4.5	 Robert Jones & Assoc.	  	    Matt Jones	 510-357-0120

Sales ~ Property Management ~ Leasing

581 E. 14th St.  •  San Leandro  •  632-1234
www.deadrich.com CBRE #00360465

Nasser Haghighi
510-415-1612

“San Leandro Resident Since 1976”
nasserhag@att.net

“Integrity, Experience, Results”

BRE# 01221481

Alliance Bay Realty

WEEKEND 
GARDENER

Q

A
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Construction

(510) 909-8552
FREE ESTIMATES  •  LIC. #818840

www.bayareacontractor.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Additions / Remodels

Kitchens / Baths • French Drains
Foundations / Dry Rot

Retaining Walls / Patios
Decks / Construction & Repair

� �

Roofing & Painting

San Leandro Painting & Roofing

20% OFF WITH THIS AD

Family Owned Since 1966  •  Bonded & Insured  •  Lic. #883326
• Residential and Commercial Roofing • Re-roofing • Certified Roof Inspections
• Roof Repair • Rain Collection Systems • Attic Ventilation
• Gutter Installation and Cleaning
• Painting

510-798-9674

Gardening/Landscaping

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

510-712-4318

• General Cleanup & Maintenance
• Lawn Mowing, Edging & Weeding
• Tree Removal, Topping & Trimming
• Hillside Cleanup, Hauling & Shaping
• Brick Work, Patios & Retaining Walls
• Fences, Flower Beds & Painting

LANDSCAPING,
MAINTENANCE &

TREE SERVICE

Painting

Diego Painting
• Residential/

Commercial
• Interior/

Exterior
• Power Washing

(510) 331-6152

Lic. #855054 • diegopainting@comcast.net
www.diegopainting.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Handyman

HANDYMAN
SERVICES
Serving Castro Valley &

San Leandro for 28 Years

Big or Small —
We Do It All!

(925) 548-4202

MEMBER

Roofing

$200.00 OFF
COMPLETE REROOFING WITH TEAR-OFF

One Coupon Per Customer  •  Expires 5/31/18

(510) 538-1530(510) 538-1530

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED

Over 25 Years Experience
Reroofs  •  Repairs  •  Inspections

Dry Rot Repair  •  Seamless Gutters 
(Pre-painted)

FREE ESTIMATESCastro Valley      Lic. #642517 • Insured/Bonded

Roofing

Call Now For A Free Written
Roof Analysis & Estimate

Serving San Leandro & The Entire
Bay Area. For Those Who Demand

Superior Personalized Attention.
SINCE 1975 / FULLY INSURED

Complete Residential & Commercial 
Roof Systems

(510) 357-5116

K     R E E D     R O O F I N G

Lic. #311818

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Roofing / Gutters / Solar

FREE ESTIMATES
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

621-A WILLIAMS • SAN LEANDRO
STATE CONTRACTORS LICENSE NUMBER 260176

ROOFING CO.
~ SINCE 1922 ~

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING & GUTTERS
P.V. SOLAR / SKYLIGHTS

(510) 351-1922

Plumbing

510-969-4358
LIC. #904794

Compare
Our Prices!
FREE ESTIMATES
24/7 SERVICE

CAPELLI PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING

Military & Senior Discounts
Family Owned & Operated

Gardening / Tree Service

EXCELLENT REFERENCES / SINCE 1994
INSURED / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / UNLICENSED

CALL 510-385-2122

TREE SERVICE

PEREZ
Gardening &
Maintenance

Pruning, Topping, Removing, Synthetic
Grass Installation, Planting, New Lawns &
Lawn Care, Sprinkler Systems, Lots & Hill-
sides Cleaned & Planted, Drainage/Gutters,
Fences, Decks, Patios, Arbors, Concrete, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES

Fences/Decks

510-706-6189
Randy McFarland

Fence Leaning?
Don’t Replace…
Repair & Save!
CALL NOW FOR YOUR

FREE ESTIMATE!

We truly appreciate all
of our advertisers!

San Leandro Times / Castro Valley Forum

Thank-You…
with us for over 13 years!

Hardwood Flooring

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Jeff Today!

510-366-6491
Lic. #803455

FERREIRA’S
HARDWOOD FLOORING
Sand • Install • Refinish

Glista • Oil Base
25 Years Experience

(510) 909-8552
FREE ESTIMATES  •  LIC. #818840

www.bayareacontractor.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Additions / Remodels

Kitchens / Baths • French Drains
Foundations / Dry Rot

Retaining Walls / Patios
Decks / Construction & Repair

ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 65,000ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 65,000

SERVICES
10 words
(1 week)

Call 510-614-1558 (Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m - 5 p.m.)
2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA  94577

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD TO VIEW THE CLASSIFIED ADS
Visit our Websites 24 hours a day

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE
New ads, cancellations or ad changes:

MONDAY BY 5:00 P.M.www.sanleandrotimes.com
www.castrovalleyforum.com

510-614-1558
510-483-4209

VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER ACCEPTED

RENTALS
10 words
(1 week)

10 words
(3 weeks)

HELP WANTED
10 words
(1 week)

GARAGE SALES
10 words
(1 week)

10 words
(3 weeks)

CALL

EMAIL

$35$35 $30$30 $35$35 $30$30 $35$35 $30$30

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD ON OUR WEBSITE AND SAVE $5 PER WEEK OFF THE ABOVE PRICES!
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NEW ADS

WANTED: Reel to reel music tapes 
(new or used) and reel to reel tape 
recorder wanted. Call Patrick at 510-
517-3351.

CONCRETE SERVICE
*AFFORDABLE CONCRETE. Drive-
ways, Walkways, Patios, Retaining 
Walls, etc. Lic.#868589. 510-575-1163

*MP CONCRETE. Driveway,  Patio, 
Retaining Wall, Asphalt, Hauling. 
Lic.#1004427.  Milo  510-502-9336.

*NAI CONCRETE & LANDSCAPING 
Patios, Driveways, Walkways, As-
phalt, Foundations, Stamp Concrete, 
Retaining  Walls,  Landscaping, 
Sprinklers, Tree Service, Drainage, 
Fencing. Lic.#570826. 510-967-2447.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE
NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

*LOOKING  FOR  WORK?
Check the Help Wanted ads on    
the next page of this newspaper.

Also: Limited Time Offer! You  
can run  a FREE 15 word “Employ-

ment Wanted” ad. Ad runs in       
the San Leandro Times & Castro 
Valley Forum. Call  510-614-1558

to place an ad or for more info.
(Some restrictions may apply)

FENCES/DECKS

A.T. WOOD FENCES & DECKS 
Fence, Concrete, Tree, Lawns, 
Painting,  Cleanups.  510-507-1457/ 
510-507-0968.

FENCE LEANING? Don’t  replace... 
repair  and  save!  Call Randy  510-
706-6189.

GARAGE SALES

Multi Family Sale Friday/Saturday 
April 13/14, 8am-12pm.  Honda Gen-
erator, English Saddle, household, 
linens, tools. 2860 Castro Valley 
Blvd.,  Castro  Valley.

INDOOR ESTATE/ YARD 
CONTINUING each week-
end until ALL merchandise is 
sold. Different items added 
each sale. 1944 - 103rd 
Ave.,  Oakland,  9am-2pm.

GARDENING

*ANY YARD   WORK. Cleanups 
& Maintenance. Free Estimates. Call 
510-798-1833.

*BEAUTY GARDEN LANDSCAPING
Design - Construction - Maintenance. 
Cleanups, New Lawn, Artificial 
Grass, Irrigation, Patios, Pathways, 
Brick, Stone, Concrete Fence/ 
Decks. Free Estimates! Lic.#925130. 
510-691-8852.

*NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing,  trees,  cleanup/haul-
ing. FREE estimates. 510-512-5857

GARCIA’S FENCE & TREE SERV-
ICE & LANDSCAPING. Free Esti-
mate Call Anytime 24/7. All Work 
Guaranteed.  Call  510-210-2716.

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

Katsura Landscaping. Professio-
nal hand pruning. Landscape de-
sign/ install/ consultation. Garden 
clean-up and redesign. Call Mike 
510-828-4854. Contr. Lic.#858145

GARAGE SALES

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558
CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

GARDENING

                                                                    



Landscaping

510-917-8033
5900 COLISEUM WAY • OAKLAND, CALFORNIA

Oakland
Landscaping

ESTABLISHED 1976

��

FREE ESTIMATES
CA LIC. #662406

SINCE 1976

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS/DRAINAGE

BRICK • CONCRETE • MASONRY
DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPES

GARDEN LIGHTING • FENCING • SOD LAWNS
EROSION CONTROL

RETAINING WALLS: ROCK • STONE • WOOD • BLOCK

www.tlc-housecleaning.com
510-481-9193

House Cleaning

House Cleaning Service
Family Owned Since 1980

WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

BONDED & INSURED  •  ALL TAXES PAID

EMPLOYEES
COVERED BY
WORKERS’

COMP. STATE
DISABILITY
INSURANCE FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing
in detailed

cleaning tailored
to your home

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Roofing

+  New Roofs  +  Re-Roofs  +  Roof Repairs  +

•  ASPHALT SHINGLES
•  FIREPROOF TILE & SLATE
•  CEDAR/SHAKE SHINGLES
•  METAL ROOF SYSTEMS
•  TAR & GRAVEL
•  SINGLE-PLY SYSTEMS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

BANNER ROOFING CO.

510-895-4433

WWLICENSED / BONDED / INSURED  •  2424 CLEMENT ST., ALAMEDA

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

WE CONTROL
YOUR RAIN!

� � � �
ALL TYPES OF
ROOF REPAIRS

� � � �
PROFESSIONAL
WORKMANSHIP

� � � �
FREE ESTIMATES

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
LIC # 657692   BBB A+

•  SEAMLESS ALUMINUM,
•  PREPAINTED IN 20 COLORS
•  GALVANIZED 5”, 6” & 7”
•  COPPER GUTTER SYSTEMS
•  SHEETMETAL FABRICATION
•  OVERHANG SOFFIT & FASCIA
•  CLEANING & REPAIRS

GUTTER TYPES

ROOFING TYPES

20%
OFF

20% OFF ANY OF OUR ROOFING & GUTTER SERVICES
20% OFF ANY COMPLETE OR PARTIAL ROOFING JOB
20% OFF ANY COMPLETE OR PARTIAL GUTTER JOB
20% OFF ANY ROOFING OR GUTTER REPAIR JOB

ONE DISCOUNT PER HOUSEHOLD

Painting

Q Residential & Commercial
Q Interior & Exterior Painting
Q Drywall
Q Home Restoration
Q Custom Finishes

Painting the Bay Area
Since 1983

510-919-7903
Coastbrushworks.com

Lic. #662915

We truly appreciate all
of our advertisers!

San Leandro Times / Castro Valley Forum

Thank-You…
 with us for over 13 years!

Heating & A/C

510-715-9382
LIC. #885035

• Duct Repairs
• Mechanical
• Replacement
• Central Heating
• New Additions
• Floor & Wall

Heaters
A/C & Furnace Repair

NORTH PACIFIC
HEATING AND A/C

Since 1994

510-706-6189
Randy McFarland

Fence Leaning?
Don’t Replace…
Repair & Save!
CALL NOW FOR YOUR

FREE ESTIMATE!
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CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.

YOUR INFO

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

Need Remodeling?
How about a new
kitchen or bath?

CHECK OUT OUR
CLASSIFIED ADS

&
HOME SERVICES

FOR HELP!

THANK-YOU
for supporting the Castro Valley
Forum and San Leandro Times!

We greatly appreciate our many
advertisers who make it possible for

us to publish these newspapers.

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS ONLINE!
CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

Attention
Classified &

Home Services
Directory

Advertisers
Classified & Home Service ads
run in both the Castro Valley

Forum and San Leandro Times.

TOTAL CIRCULATION
60,500

Call Patrick at 614-1558
for details and rates.

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
CALL  614-1558

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR

VIEW ALL
CLASSIFIEDS

ONLINE!
CastroValleyForum.com

SanLeandroTimes.com

SELL YOUR CAR
OR TRUCK NOW!

10 word maximum ($1.00 for each addi-
tional word). Private party ads only (no
dealers). Some restrictions may apply. For
more information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

$25
Runs for 3 weeks in both the San
Leandro Times & Castro Valley
Forum for only…

Complete Garage
Sale Kit Included

Call 614-1558
or place your ad online at
www.sanleandrotimes.com or
www.castrovalleyforum.com
Only $20 (10 words or less — $1.00
for each additional word). For more
information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

with the purchase
of any Garage
Sale ad in the
San Leandro
Times and Castro
Valley Forum.

GARAGE
SALE

• SPECIAL OFFER •

Your ad will run in the San Leandro
Times and Castro Valley Forum, as well
as online on our website, for 12 weeks.

Private party ads only (no dealers).
Some restrictions may apply. For more
information, call Patrick at 614-1558.

FREE

Place your Automobile or
Truck 10-word ad online
at sanleandrotimes.com

or castrovalleyforum.com
and your ad runs…

ONLY 10-WORD AUTOMOBILE OR
TRUCK ADS PLACED ONLINE ARE FREE.

You may rent your property with
a sign in the window or with an
ad on the internet… But why not
also advertise your rental in both
the San Leandro Times & Castro
Valley Forum for as little as $25,
and reach over 60,000 readers!
TO PLACE AN AD, CALL 614-1558

ATTENTION
LANDLORDS

BUY, SELL & SAVE
HERE IN YOUR LOCAL

MARKETPLACE

BUY, SELL & SAVE
HERE IN YOUR LOCAL

MARKETPLACE

All real estate advertised in the CASTRO
VALLEY FORUM and SAN LEANDRO
TIMES is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference, limitation or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handi-
cap, marital status, na-
tional origin or intention
to make any such pref-
erence, limitation or
discrimination.

EASTBAY PUBLISHING, INC. will not
knowingly accept any advertisements
for real estate that is in violation of the
law. All persons are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised are
available on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Need Remodeling?
How about a new
kitchen or bath?

CHECK OUT OUR
CLASSIFIED ADS

&
HOME SERVICES

FOR HELP!
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for supporting the Castro Valley
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LUIS GARDENING & HAULING 
SERVICE. Maintenance, Mowing, 
Weeding, Cleanups, Hauling, etc. 
Insured. Unlicensed. 510-499-5453

GIVEAWAYS

FREE - Computer desk. You pickup. 
Call  at  510-612-2824.

FREE - Computer/office chair (black) 
in fair condition. Call  510-276-1251.

FREE - Mattress pad twin size 
memory foam 3" thick. 510-813-7864.

FREE - Redwood & Pine tree cut-
tings (truck loads only). Also scrap 
construction wood (good for camping/ 
outdoor burning only). lso construc-
tion leftovers firewood for indoor 
burning. Call 7:30am - 3:30pm,  7 
days  a  week  at  510-909-6182, San 
Lorenzo. Will not accept restricted 
phone numbers.

White (1.6 gallon) toilet with seat, 
tank, and lid, in excellent condition. 
Call  510-247-3364.

HANDYMAN SERVICE
ENRISA CONSTRUCTION. Remod-
eling, Kitchens, Baths, Drainage, 
Foundations, Retaining Walls, Paint-
ing/ Landscaping. Lic.#1022942. 
FREE Estimates. Hablamos Español. 

Juan  510-798-2959 
EnrisaConstruction@gmail.com

I’m Back!
HONEST RELIABLE HANDYMAN

(510) 385-1544
Lmramos@comcast.net

TORRES, A PERFECT HANDYMAN  
•Honest  •Dependable  •Responsible
Painting, Plumbing, Retaining Walls, 

Fences, Tiles, etc. FREE  Estimates. 
510-305-3205

HAULING SERVICE

*SMALL/LARGE JOBS. Wood, 
trash, concrete, furniture. Low 
rates. 510-268-1412/ 510-631-5463.

HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

HELP WANTED

Job Opportunity
Sales Person needed

San Leandro Times and the Cas-
tro Valley Forum newspapers are 
looking for a highly motivated 
career  oriented,  sales  rep.  Ex-
perienced  preferred.

If interested fax resume to:
510-483-4209 or email to:

howardm@ebpublishing.com

Do you love helping people? 
Carlton Senior Living is the place for 
you! Now Hiring, various positions 
and schedules. Walk-ins welcomed 
1000 E.14th St. or visit our website 
www.Car l tonSeniorL iv ing.com 
to apply online.

Build your massage therapy 
practice. Rent room in Chiropractic 
office. Patient referrals. 510-499-
1514,  Dr.  Maria  Manibog.

*CONNIE’S NATURAL CLEANING
Licensed/     Insured/     Bonded
Make Your  Home  a  Pleasant       

and   Healthy  Environment 
www.conniesnatural.com

Call  510-506-5053

HOUSE CLEANING

Cristina House Cleaning, free 
estimates,  senior  discount. Bus.-Lic.  
#121121.  510-825-0459.

WALTON’S  JANITORIAL
Licensed / Bonded / Local

For a SPARKLE CLEAN
OFFICE or Home
Windows • Floors

• Carpets • Restrooms

Phone 352-7948
Member of S.L. Chamber of Comm.

MISC. FOR SALE

Hanging Ship Art Piece ... $175

An art piece of a ship made of wood 
with a thousand tiny white lights
when it is turned on. It’s a conversa-
tion piece for home or the boat in-
dustry. All hand made. Call Mary 
510-861-3270.

BROTHER fax  machine  Model# 
2800 in good condition (includes 
extra toner cartridge & manual) $40. 
Cash  only.  Patrick  510-517-3351.

Fax machine (with paper, ink and 
manual) $40. Cash only. Call Mary 
510-861-3270, Castro  Valley.

VICTORY new 3-Wheel  electric 
scooter, baskets, mirrors, head rest, 
cushion, charger. $1,000. Call 510-
575-7366.

MISC. WANTED

WANTED: Reel to reel music tapes 
(new or used) and reel to reel tape 
recorder wanted. Call Patrick at 510-
517-3351.

WANTED: Two quiet rooms suitable 
for acupuncture/massage+ 1 small 
office. ADA accessible, Caryn 510-
727-1238.

MUSICAL
SERVICES LESSONS

EAST BAY MUSICIAN - Lessons, 
Good with Kids.  Call  510-427-3955.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

HH
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

*SCOTT HARRISON - Realtor
Coldwell Banker  510-388-4536

RENTALS
Castro Valley 2-bedroom, 1-bath, 
Walk to BART and Village. Gated, 
laundry, pool, fitness. $2,195. 510-
582-8389.

www.bartplazaapartments.com

Hayward 1-bedrooms  $1,325 - 
$1,425, 2-bedrooms $1,595 - $1,695 
(check availability). Patios, balconies, 
pool, ample parking, storage, spa-
cious.  510-887-6633.

Hayward spacious 1-bedroom 
$1,200+,  2-bedroom  $1,500+.  Bal-
cony,  patio,  pool.  510-581-4702.

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

SERVICES

SELL YOUR CAR OR TRUCK  
with a Classified Ad

For more info or to place an ad
call 510-614-1558

San Leandro Times/Castro Valley Forum

YOUR INFO
Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

VIEW the CLASSIFIED Ads
Online at

sanleandrotimes.com  or
castrovalleyforum.com

For help or for more info call
510-614-1558.  E.B. Publishing

LOSOYA TREE SERVICE 
Residential/ Commercial. 18-years 
experience. Pruning, Removal, 
Cleanups, etc. Free Estimates. 
Insured. Gustavo 510-302-9675, 
unlicensed.

GARDENING HANDYMAN SERVICE
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&
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Sale Kit Included
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Travis Brass, one of the cor-
nerstone ensembles of the United 
States Air Force Band of the 
Golden West, will present a free 
concert of patriotic and classical 
music on Tuesday, April 17, at 7 
p.m. at the All Saints Episcopal 
Church, 911 Dowling Blvd. in 
San Leandro. 

The band is based at Travis 
Air Force Base in Fairfield and 
is comprised of two trumpets, 
French horn, trombone, and a 
tuba, and performs for a wide 
variety of musical events such 
as military ceremonies, patriotic 
shows, veteran appreciation 
events, and formal concerts. 

This concert will showcase 
much of the music that will be 
performed at the end of the April 
when Travis Brass heads to East-
ern Washington where they will 
be the featured soloists with the 

Travis Brass to Play at All Saints
Witworth Wind Symphony.

In addition to supporting mil-
itary ceremonies and presenting 
free concerts, Travis Brass invests 
much of their time preserving our 
American music heritage by edu-
cating the musicians of tomorrow.

According to Technical Ser-
geant Tom Salyers, the non-com-
missioned officer in charge of 
Travis Brass, “Working with 
students is one of the most grat-
ifying and important facets of 
my job as an airman-musician 
because we are able to encourage 
young musicians in their craft 
and inspire the next generation 
of American airmen.” 

Travis Brass works in direct 
support of the 60th Air Mobility 
Wing at Travis Air Force Base.  
Air Mobility Command flies C-5 
Galaxy and C-17 Globemaster 
III aircraft and specializes rap-

id global transport: conveying 
people, equipment, and supplies 
anywhere in the world in less than 
24 hours.  

Air Mobility Command also 
operates a fleet of KC-10 Ex-
tenders refueling American and 
coalition aircraft mid-flight to 
extend their range.  Air Mobility 
Command is the backbone of 
America’s humanitarian response 
to natural disasters at home and 
abroad.

The concert is a way for all 
of our airmen to thank the com-
munity for their continual support 
of airmen and their families, 
honor America and her Veterans, 
and promote patriotism through 
music.  

For more information, visit 
the USAF Band of the Golden 
West website: http://www.band-
ofthegoldenwest.af.mil/ 

Travis Brass members are Thomas Salyers, James Wright, Daniel Nebel, Lee Jarzem-
bak, and Alan Matteri. 

PHOTO BY HEIDE COUCH

Drones: More drones in the air 
continued from front page

“    We 
aren’t using 
any kind 
of technol-
ogy that a 
member of 
the public 
couldn’t 
purchase. 

— Sheriff’s Department 
Commander Tom Madigan

The Alameda County Chief’s Office’s drones were sent to the Coffey Park neighborhood 
in Santa Rosa to capture the aftermath of the Tubbs Fire last October.

The San Leandro Art Asso-
ciation (SLAA) welcomes the 
public to Artfest 2018 at the 
San Leandro Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave., on Friday, April 
20, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; and 
on Saturday, April 21, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Browse or buy fine art in a va-
riety of mediums on display both 
inside and outside the library. 

Watch and learn from artist 
demonstrations and enter a prize 
drawing. Also, the SLAA will 
host a reception on Wednesday, 
April 18, from 6 to 7 p.m. with 

beverages and viewing the art in 
the gallery. 

A portion of proceeds sup-
ports the San Leandro Art Asso-
ciation’s Dorothy Cunningham 
Fund which in turn supports 
art programs at San Leandro 
schools. 

Art Association to Display Work 
Next Week at Artfest 2018

county first announced plans to 
use them five years ago, there 
were protests.

Public Misunderstood 
Type of Drones Sheriff Was 

Considering
“People think we are using 

military-type aircraft,” said Com-
mander Tom Madigan. “Instead, 
we are using these things from 
Best Buy. I bet someone in your 
family has something like it.” 

At a Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors special meeting 
back in 2013, dozens spoke out 
against the plan to purchase just 
two of the flying cameras, in-
cluding representatives from the 
American Civil Liberties Union.

Madigan said that the the 
sheriff’s office use of the drones 
first came up at a meeting at the 
San Lorenzo Village Homes As-
sociation about five years ago and 
there was immediate backlash.

“A week later it was in the 
New York Times,” said Madigan. 
“We caught hell. In the infancy, 
there was a lot of misconceptions 
– people thought we were using 
Predator drones (the large mili-
tary drones that fire missiles).”

Madigan said the drones are 
the same as the public can buy.

“We aren’t using any kind of 
technology that a member of the 
public couldn’t purchase,” said 
Madigan. 

Even since the drones have 

been in use, the sheriff's office 
has said they would never be 
used to invade privacy, but only 
for public safety. 

Madigan said that during the 
Alco Metals fire in San Leandro 
last summer, they were able to 

attach a five-way gas sensor to 
a drone and fly it through the 
noxious smoke to determine 
what kinds of gases were being 
released to help put out the fire. 
It was the first time a gas sensor 
had ever been attached to a drone.

Madigan showed off a video 

of a drone being used during a 
high-risk search warrant in Oak-
land, where the drone operator 
was able to tell deputies on the 
ground that suspects were run-
ning out behind the house and 
down the street. You could see 
one suspect toss a gun and a bag 
of what Ahern said were drugs 
over a fence.

Madigan said that the footage 
is strong evidence in court and 
that the department turns over 
unedited footage to the district 
attorney’s office in such cases.

Then the drone footage turned 
into something out of America’s 
Funniest Home Videos as the sus-
pect lost his pants while running.

“If you are going to run from 
the police, please pull up your 
pants,” said Ahern, to big laughs 
from the San Lorenzo crowd.

But much of the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s drones’ work 
has been anything but funny. 
They’ve been used to help find 
the car of the young woman who 
drowned in Niles Canyon last 
winter, a teenage kayaker who 
died in the Bay, in the recent 
Lake Merritt murder-suicide, and 
in the Santa Rosa fire to assess 
damage.

Madigan said that they are 
always looking at adding new 
technology to the drones, includ-
ing obstacle avoidance systems. 
Eventually, they will be able to 
fly the drones beyond the line 
of sight of the operator, he said.
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TIMES OBITUARIES may be submitted online at ebpublishing.
com, emailed to obits@ebpublishing.com or faxed to 510-483-4209. 
Please include your phone number.

Robert “ Bob”  J. Condap, 71 and a resident 
of San Leandro, passed away at his home on 
March 14, 2018.

A memorial service will be held Sunday, April 15, 2018, at 
11 a.m., at the Hayward Seventh-day Adventist Church, 26400 
Gading Road in Hayward, with a Celebration of Life luncheon 
immediately following. 

In lieu of flowers, please donate to the “Robert Condap 
Memorial Fund” at the Hayward Seventh-day Adventist 
Church or to the Alzheimer’s Association tribute page for  
Bob (Google “Tributes Alzheimer’s Assn” Click on “Tributes | 
Alz...” > Click on “Find...” > Type “Robert Condap”)

Robert “ Bob”  J. Condap
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LETTERS to the EDITOR

Didn’t Experience Much Kindness
On His Eden Housing Appeal 
Editor:
  On March 19th, the City Council 
met to consider my appeal of the Eden 
Housing project adjacent to my home. 
The project will erect a 60-foot-high wall 
along my entire western border, causing 
extensive shadows on my home. 
  Despite earlier reports, my appeal was 
ONLY a request to have Eden Housing 
change the building design to cause 
less shadow on my home. The Board of 
Zoning Adjustments (BZA) passed the 
project with a vote of 4 to 1 abstention, 
not “unanimously” as reported.
  It was reported I was joined by a 
“handful of neighbors,” actually about 
9 people spoke and 80 to 90 people 
attended. The three weeks I canvassed 
the Transit Oriented Development area 
passing out flyers and begging neighbors 
to attend paid off.
  Mayor Cutter was absent, councilmen 
Hernandez and Ballew recused them-
selves, leaving a bare quorum of 4 for 
the appeal. Shadow studies were only 
mentioned, but not shown to the BZA. 
  I threw myself on the mercy of the city 
council, and found little sympathy, except 
for councilwoman Corina Lopez, who 
tried to come up with compromise, but 
received NO support. 
  Eden Housing architects insisted only 
one building configuration was possible. 
The council voted to deny the appeal, 
failed by a vote of 3 to 1 abstention. 
The hearing occurred 60 days since the 
appeal’s filing, the council’s inability to 
act rendered it void. What amazingly con-
venient timing! You can view the appeal 
at goo.gl/6EYWTL.  One hour in, watch 
how eloquently Member Lee repeatedly 

emphasizes that, despite the defeat of the 
appeal, his expectation Eden Housing do 
something has “teeth” in it.
  In her State of the City address, May-
or Cutter stated San Leandro was a “city 
where kindness matters,” aside from 
member Lopez, I did not experience 
much kindness in the council chambers.

—James W. Blaine III
San Leandro

Calls the San Leandro Marina 
‘A Disgrace’ 
Editor:
  I had the displeasure of visiting the 
San Leandro Marina today with my 
teenage daughter and her friend. 
  This was a special place where I spent 
many hours in the 1960s and 1970s 
fishing and enjoying the scenery. What I 
saw today was a disgrace. 
  The road in the Marina is full of 
potholes and there was garbage all over 
the parking lot, lawns and in the rocks 
along the shore. 
  There is no excuse for the lack of care 
and upkeep for this place. The civic lead-
ers of San Leandro should be ashamed 
to allow this beautiful place to become 
a dump. Get your act together and clean 
up the Marina immediately.

Join the 2nd Annual ‘March for
Science’ This Saturday
Editor:
  The second annual “March for 
Science” will be starting at Lake Merritt 
Amphitheater on Saturday April 14th 
from 11am to 4 pm. Our Revolution 
San Leandro along with other East Bay 
progressive organizations will partici-
pate in the march meeting locally at San 
Leandro BART at 10:30. 

  Last year’s march drew over 70,000 
participants.
  According to the organizers “the 
March for Science champions robustly 
funded and publicly communicated 
science as a pillar of human freedom 
and prosperity. We unite as a diverse, 
nonpartisan group to call for science 
that upholds the common good and 
for political leaders and policymakers 
to enact evidence based policies in the 
public interest.”
  We are living in dangerous time 
when 97 percent of scientist believe that 
climate change is man made while the 
Trump administration and their special 
interest groups are funding and believing 
in the 3 percent who are in denial. Ironi-
cally Trump is from the Casino Industry 
where there is about a 3 percent chance 
of winning straight up on a roulette 
wheel. He’s got the whole world in his 
hands and is gambling with life on the 
planet. 
  Please consider attending the event 
on Saturday with fellow concerned San 
Leandrians.

—Craig Williams
Our Revolution San Leandro

Says Comey Needs to Explain
His Odd Political Revelations
Editor:
  James Comey is about to begin a 
publicity tour through many news and 
entertainment shows, to promote his 
book. 
  I hope the interviewers ask him why 
he thought it inappropriate to reveal that 
Trump had been under FBI investigation 
since July 2016, while he revealed, 11 
days before the election, that another 
investigation of Hillary was beginning. 
The asymmetry reeks of partisanship. 
  Given the micro-targeted thin margins 
which handed Electoral victory to a 
morally depraved psychopath in thrall 
to a foreign power, there is no forgiving 
Comey. He helped elect the most dan-
gerous, unfit president of our lifetimes.  

—Bruce Joffe
Piedmont

INQUIRING REPORTER
Best mode of transportation?             
 		       — Asked at the San Leandro BART station 

A car, because you get to 
your destination faster and 

you have your own seat. 
You don’t have to stand.

Jaya Sharp
San Leandro

BART, because it’s less 
expensive than a car and it 
gets you there faster. In a car 
you can be stuck in traffic 
on the freeway. 

Indya Sharp
San Leandro

BART, because it’s quick and safe. 
You don’t have to worry about 

something bad happening because 
you’re around a lot of people.

Imani Rivera
Hayward

Uber or Lyft, because you 
order a car and it comes 

real quick. So I like it. 

Paul Yang
Oakland

It depends on what 
you’re trying to do. I 
prefer the combination of 
BART and a bike.

David Harcos
Alameda

The Alameda County Branch of 
the Music Teachers’ Association of 
California (MTAC.org) sponsors the 
music study program Certificate of Merit 
(CM) held each year at Holy Names 
University. 

The program provides a standard 
of curriculum that requires students to 
strive for focused musical excellence 
in performance, technique, ear training, 

Music Students Reach Noteworthy Goal 

THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2018       15     San Leandro Times

sight reading/singing, and music theory. 
Congratulations to these hard-work-

ing piano students of Maureen Spranza, 
PhD. who earned the certificate for their 
level on March 4. From left to right: 
Emily Fong, Grade 7; Denise Casta-
neda, Grade 3; Aaron Nguyen, Grade 
1; Bernard Gallegos, Grade 6; Josias 
Fong, Grade 2; Roberto Hernandez, 
Grade 7 ; Jose Villalobos, Adult; Kaley 

Nguyen, Grade 4; Kyra Batarse, Grade 
10; Baron Batarse, Grade 6; Miguel 
Solomon, Grade 6; Miles Smith, Grade 
10; Sam Linnevers, Grade 4; Owen 
Shrive, Grade 5; Michelle Adutwum, 
Grade 8; and Hertha Phung, Grade 4. 
Missing are Max Linnevers, Grade 6; 
Willie Ko, Grade 2, Sofia Sotelo, Grade 
4; Alessandra Sotelo, Grade 7; and Nick 
Herman, adult. 

Music students of Maureen Spranza earned certificates for advancing to the next level. 
PHOTO BY JEE KIM
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Budget: Expenditures rising sharply 
continued from front page

Sadie Samantha

The Pets of the Week at the 
Hayward Animal Shelter, 16 
Barnes Court in Hayward, are 
Sadie the dog and Samantha the 
bunny.

Sadie is a sweet, reserved 
2-year-old who’ll gently lean 
against her person for pets, enjoys 
playing fetch and going for walks. 
She does well with other dogs, 
large and small. Okay with kids 

10 and older. 
Samantha is a calm, sweet 

and petite bunny who’s easy to 
handle. She loves snacking on 
veggies and an occasional piece 
of apple. She’s spayed and ready 
to go to her new indoor home. 

For more information on 
Sadie or Samantha, call the 
Hayward Animal Shelter at 
293-7200.

“    There is 
good news 
and bad 
news. We 
have strong 
reserves to-
day, a testa-
ment to plan-
ning of the 
City Council. 
The bad 
news is those 
reserves are 
depleting.  

— Acting City Manager
Jeff Kay

Sheriff: Miley slows 
down plan for Sheriff 
to run REACH Center 
continued from front page

San Leandro’s budget is set to dip into the red beginning this fiscal year with deficits of up to $11 million annually 
over the next decade, according to David Baum, the city’s finance director.

sheriff’s office would take over 
lead operations of REACH from 
the Alameda County Health Care 
Services Agency, which currently 
runs the center.

The change of hands was to 
happen in July, but public outcry 
led to Miley writing another open 
letter dated April 10 declaring 
that the operations would con-
tinue as they have been for the 
time being.

But Miley has left the door 
open for the Sheriff’s Office to 
take over at some point in the 
future. Any change in operation 
would have to be approved by the 
Board of Supervisors.

The Sheriff’s Office runs the 
athletic league at the center, locat-
ed at 16335  East 14th St. But the 
public pushed back when it ap-
peared they would be taking over.

At a town hall meeting at the 
Eden United Church of Christ 
in Cherryland on Tuesday night, 
Miley acknowledged that his 
suggestion had caused more 
controversy than he had intended 
and said he was open to hearing 
other ideas.

“I want to slow this down,” 
said Miley. “I want to bring about 
an effort of more transparency 
and inclusivity. The desire to 
take REACH and put it under the 
operation of the Sheriff's Office 
was an effort of innovation, but 
I’m not going to turn a deaf ear 
to voices of concern.”

Many felt that kids would be 
intimidated by an overt police 
presence at REACH, particularly 
kids who come from undoc-
umented immigrant families. 
Others questioned why law en-
forcement would be involved in 
what is essentially a youth social 
services program.

REACH opened in May of 
2013 with the Health Care Ser-
vices Agency as its “lead op-
erator” and serves about 3,000 
young people in its programs.

Rebecca Gebhart, the agen-
cy’s finance director, said Heath 
Care Services has an expertise 
in “start ups,” having opened 19 
clinics in the county, so that’s 
why they were chosen to take the 
lead on REACH in the beginning.

But Gebhart said that Miley 
and the Sheriff’s Office had more 
to do with getting REACH off the 
ground than her agency and that 
she’d be “committed to working 
with whoever the operator is” in 
the future.

Sheriff’s Department Cap-
tain Marty Neideffer, founder of 
the Deputy Sheriffs' Activities 
League, wants the department to 
focus on “community policing” 
and says taking over operation 
of REACH can be a part of that 
so they can “build relationships” 
with young people.

“I know there are some skep-
tics in the room, but our desire 
to be involved in a community 
association stemmed from the 
Ferguson (police shooting),” said 
Neideffer. “What we recognized 
as law enforcement officers is that 
if you aren’t engaged with a com-
munity, you’ll be left down the 
line with a potential blow out.”

Neideffer admitted that some 
youth in Ashland and Cherryland 
are afraid of the police, but said 
that’s what they are hoping to 
change by operating REACH.

“We want to bind the wounds 
that exist between communities 
of color and the police,” said 
Neideffer.

There isn’t any timeline for 
the operation of REACH to 
change hands. The next step will 
be a series of meetings with the 
San Lorenzo School District, La 
Clinica, REACH staff and youth, 
and youth currently in juvenile 
hall over the next few months.

The first of these meetings 
will be Tuesday, May 8, at 6:30 
p.m. at the Alameda County 
Office of Education, 313 West 
Winton Avenue, Hayward.

more likely to be key rather than 
one major one,” said Kay. “We 
need a sense of urgency, but not 
a sense of panic.”

Kay said that they need to 
deal with the deficits now so 
there aren’t any “painful cuts” in 
the future.

“There is good news and bad 
news,” said Kay. “We have strong 
reserves today and that’s a testament 
to the planning of the City Council. 
The bad news is that the deficit 
shows those reserves depleting.”

The biggest expense contin-
ues to be employee salaries and 
benefits, which have leapt from 
$39 million to 2014/2015 to a pro-
jected $55 million in 2018/2019. 
Salaries and benefits make up 
almost half of the city’s budget. 

In San Leandro the average 
annual cost to the city for a sworn 
police officer is $270,000, which 
includes salaries and benefits. 
That’s double other city employ-
ees, whose average salary and 
benefit cost is $130,000.

Then there are the costs of re-
tired employees, including $188 
million in projected unfunded 
pension liabilities.

Baum said that number has 
actually been reduced from $210 
million due to actuarial projec-
tion adjustments. Still it’s much 
higher than the $105 million in 
unfunded pension liabilities the 
city had in 2014.

Baum said that the pension 
fund that the city uses – The 
California Public Employees’ 
Retirement System (CalPERS) 
–  isn’t doing as well with its 
investments as it should and the 
city is responsible for paying the 
difference between what CalP-
ERS pays out and what the retired 
employee is owed.

Baum said that one thing they 
are doing to keep employee costs 
down is to keep the number of to-
tal employees as low as possible. 
There are 436 current city of San 
Leandro employees compared to 
500 a decade ago.

To combat the pension costs, 

the city has created a fund to set 
aside money for the future ex-
penditures. But due to the current 
budget forecasts and desire to 
maintain reserves, they estimate 
they will only be putting about 
$1 million in that fund this year.

Another problem is the bud-
get was created with the anticipa-
tion of receiving about $500,000 
in income from the three cannabis 
dispensaries the city has ap-
proved. But none of them have 
opened yet. Several members of 
the council indicated that once 
they do open, the city should 
begin considering recreational pot 
sales to boost tax revenue.

Kay pointed out some other 
elements of the 10-year budget 
which are in flux and are likely 
to get worse: the current budget 
doesn’t account for any raises for 
employees over the next decade 
or a potential recession.

The City Council’s next bud-
get update is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 21, at 7 p.m. at City 
Hall.
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