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The feeding of the 5000 is found in all four gospels. That's how important this story 
was to the early church. However, there is a sentence at the beginning of the story in 
Matthew that often gets overlooked that sets the stage for a different perspective on the 
story. That sentence simply says Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. 
Why did Jesus withdraw and go to a deserted place by himself? What isn't a part of the 
gospel this morning is that Jesus had just received devastating news that John the 
Baptist, his cousin the fearless prophet who spoke truth to power, had been murdered by 
Herod.  

So this story starts with Jesus filled with grief and needing time to be alone to 
process this grief. And Jesus did what many of us would do he sought solitude in order to 
have a space to grieve. 

Grief often makes us want to withdraw. After the death of someone we love, after 
hearing another heartbreaking diagnosis, after another act of violence, after another 
headline that leaves us wondering what has become of our world, we long to escape the 
noise of that grief.  Jesus understands that longing. 

But when Jesus reached the shores the crowds were already waiting. Imagine that 
moment you have nothing left to give. Your heart is heavy; your soul is exhausted yet 
there are people standing before you carrying burdens of their own. Matthew says Jesus 
had compassion for them. The kind of compassion Jesus had is allowing another's 
person's suffering to become his own. Even in his grief Jesus sees theirs. That tells us 
that the God we worship is not distant from our human pain. God does not turn away from 
suffering rather God enters it with us. And perhaps this is where the gospel first meets us 

We look at the world we live in and we see political division that tears apart families 
and friendships. There are wars that continue with no end in sight. And there are children 
who go to bed hungry in one part of the world while another part wastes enough food to 
feed millions. They're immigrants searching for safety, neighborhoods struggling with 
addiction, elderly people wondering if anyone remembers them, young people drowning 
in anxiety, and countless souls who have enough possessions but very little hope. There 
is no shortage of crowds still searching for healing. 

Like the disciples we look at the needs around us and feel overwhelmed. The 
disciples are exhausted also and they look around and say “it's getting late, we're in a 
deserted place and we don't have enough” and asked Jesus to send them away. To us it 
sounds like a practical and reasonable solution and one we still hear and use today. Send 
them somewhere else and let someone else deal with it. It isn't our responsibility. We just 
don't have enough.  

But Jesus refuses the logic of scarcity. He is teaching his disciples that giving and 
serving others is the way of the Kingdom of God. And Kingdom work isn't easy. In essence 
he is telling the disciples just give and don't worry you haven't enough. Just give what you 
have and let God make more of it than we can imagine.  

The feeding of the 5000 is really about finding the abundance of compassion in the 
midst of scarcity. We always say too that Jesus fed the 5000 but it's really the disciples 
that fed them. Jesus tells us the same thing today you give them something to eat - not 
another church, not somebody wealthier, not somebody younger and not somebody with 
more expertise. You.  



And those 5 words still echo across the centuries. They confront every generation 
of Christians. Whenever the world says there isn't enough Jesus says what do you have? 
Whenever fear tells us to protect ourselves, Jesus asks us to share. Whenever we believe 
our contribution is too small, Jesus reminds us that God has always worked with small 
things. God has never required abundance before asking for faithfulness. The miracle 
does not begin with multiplication. It begins with surrender and the realization that 
compassion is all we need. The disciples placed what little they had into Jesus’ hands. 

That is where miracles always begin. Perhaps the greatest obstacle facing the 
church today is not that we have too little. Perhaps it is that we have forgotten to place 
what we do have into God's hands. We count budgets and attendance and volunteers 
and we count our limitations. But Jesus counts possibilities.  The church has never 
changed the world because it possessed unlimited resources. It changed the world 
because ordinary people believe God's grace was greater than their fear. 

Jesus told the disciples as he tells us trust what you have to give that it will make 
a difference. And it begins by putting our faith into action with concrete deeds of love, 
justice and compassion. 

There is a story about a New Jersey resident named Greg Daly who had been 
delivering newspapers for 25 years when COVID hit the country. He began to realize that 
there were plenty of people on his route who were afraid to leave their home even for 
necessities. So, an idea popped into his head and he wrote out the following note that he 
put into each of the 800 newspapers he delivered every day. It read: “My name is Greg 
Daly and I deliver your newspaper every morning. I understand during these trying times 
it is difficult for some to get out of their house to get everyday necessities. I would like to 
offer my services free of charge to anyone who needs groceries, household products etc. 
and I will deliver the goods directly to your front door”.  

Dozens of people took him up on his offer and eventually he had to enlist the help 
of his three children, his wife, and mother-in-law to help shop and deliver the groceries. 
Where others saw scarcity Greg saw an opportunity to serve. His wife said it the best, 
“It's really very simple our responsibility is to care for one another. 

Again and again Jesus is telling us to just offer what we have.  Just give what we've 
got. Whether it's writing a check or dropping food off to the food bank, whatever we have 
to give Jesus blesses it. That's how the miracle of the 5000 continues today. It continues 
whenever Christians become nourishment for others. When someone forgives instead of 
retaliating. Whenever someone welcomes the stranger or visits the lonely. Whenever 
someone stands beside the oppressed and someone tells the truth despite the cost. 
Whenever someone chooses generosity over fear the miracle of compassion continues. 

So, every act of generosity becomes a quiet protest against the lie that there is 
never enough. A warm welcome becomes a declaration that God's table is larger than our 
fears. Every act of compassion becomes evidence that the Kingdom of heaven has 
already begun. The truth is God's abundance is never exhausted by generosity.  The more 
we give the more remains. That is the economy of Grace and perhaps that is the word 
many of us most need to hear.  

We don't think we have enough or enough strength or enough patience or enough 
faith or courage or hope. Jesus does not ask us for what we don't have. He simply asks 
us to place what we do have into his hands which is our kindness, our time, our listening 



ears, our prayers, our compassion and our willingness to trust. Because placed into 
Jesus’ hands even those become more than enough.  

So remember God's grace is always bigger than our efforts. The trick is to keep 
giving, to keep loving, to keep serving our neighbors and standing up to justice. What we 
have to offer might seem insignificant but if we put it to work for the sake of the Kingdom 
then it matters more than we can imagine.  

So let us leave this place not asking whether we have enough let us ask instead 
the question Jesus asks every disciple, what do you have? Then let us place it into his 
hands for the compassion of God is still feeding the world and astonishingly God chooses 
to do it through us. Amen. 
 


