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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Easter Light—Guiding Light                         April 26, 2026 

One of the longest lasting of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World was the Pharos Lighthouse that was 
constructed at the entry of the harbor of Alexandria, Egypt, in the third century BC. Although weakened by 
a series of earthquakes, it remained standing in part until AD 1480. Initially, its source of light was the 
brightness of the sun reflected in a great mirror by day and the flames of a great wood fire reflected by the 
same mirror at night. The gradual disintegration of the tower, initially some 330 feet in height, finally 
extinguished its light. As He spoke with His disciples, Jesus described Himself as the light that never will 
be extinguished. John reports: “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life’” (John 8:12). On our journey through this 
dark world, we are blessed to have the light of Christ as our unfailing guide. It truly is the light no darkness 
can overcome. 

 
 (For service today, please use responses on the right-hand side of page 203) 

 
 

DIVINE SERVICE SETTING IV 
 

PRELUDE       
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”                              LSB 711 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                    Pg. 203 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
  
Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship 
of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your wins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
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authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

INTROIT            (read together)                                 Psalm 23 
 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for his name's sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
KYRIE   Lord, Have Mercy                        Pg. 204 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                       Pg. 204 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY                       Pg. 205 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray.  

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the 
Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the 
voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and 
follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                Acts 2:42–47  

(The life of the first Christians includes learning and fellowship.) 
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                                            1 Peter 2:19–25 
   (Christ, who suffered for us, sets an example for us.) 

This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering 
unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if 
when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of 
God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he 
did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself 
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bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 
his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE                Pg. 205 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                   John 10:1–10 

(Jesus says He is the gate of the sheep.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door 
but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his 
voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought 
out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A 
stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what 
he was saying to them. So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the 
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door of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did 
not listen to them. I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in 
and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CREED   Nicene Creed                         Pg. 206 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 
all things visible and invisible.   
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.   
  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 
the life X of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”                   LSB 487 
 
SERMON       
   
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, our blessed 

Shepherd, and for all people according to their needs:  
 

We pray for the whole church, that through it, the goodness of God be 
shared and the Good News of salvation joyfully be proclaimed throughout 
all the world. Gracious Shepherd, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We pray for those who are in need, assured of the Shepherd’s care for all 

His sheep. Give us hearts to seek to meet the needs of those who travel 
with us through life as we are led by our Good Shepherd day by day. 
Merciful Shepherd, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: We pray for the nations of the world, asking that still waters of peace flow 
around the globe and that there be goodness and kindness among all 
peoples. Loving Shepherd, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We pray for our families and everyone in them. Grant that together we follow 

the Good Shepherd as one flock in which all dwell in love and unity. Gentle 
Shepherd, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We pray for those whose tables are set in difficult or challenging places, 

whose lives know want or discord or sadness or continuing illness. Gently 
guide them with Your rod and staff, Good Shepherd, and keep them ever 
with You. Caring Shepherd, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: With gratefulness we remember those who already dwell in the eternal 

house of the Lord forever. Inspired us to pass throughout our earthly 
journeys with faith and with hope as we heed the voice of our Good 
Shepherd and follow in His ways. Eternal Shepherd, 

People: hear our prayer. Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE                       Pg. 208 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give 
thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that 
we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 
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SANCTUS   Holy, Holy, Holy                  Pg. 208 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
   
 
 
 
              
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                   Pg. 209 
 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life.  

 
 In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of 
life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust 
in Him. We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through 
Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the 
fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 
come to use in His body and blood.  

 
 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                   Pg. 209 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
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into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                Pg. 209 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My +body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI                             Pg. 209 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen.  
 
AGNUS DEI    Lamb of God                 Pg. 210 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION                 Pg. 210 
 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given 

into death for your sins. 
People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

9 

Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

People: Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to the life everlasting. Depart + in peace. 
People: Amen.  
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”                 LSB 710 

NUNC DIMITTIS    Song of Simeon              Pg. 211 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT                           Pg. 212 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION                        Pg. 212 
 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”                   LSB 709 
 
POSTLUDE  
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SO. SAN FRANCISCO 

 

WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!   
Welcome to the Lord’s House of worship.  We pray this will be an uplifting  

time for you as you seek the Lord and get to know Him better. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS for April 26, 2026 
 

Worship: 9:15 am                                            Rev. Jeffrey L Schufreider 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS for April 26, 2026 

 

Rev. Jeffrey L Schufreider 
 
 
LWML BIBLE STUDY - Saturday, May 3, 2026 - 12:30 pm at Grace Lutheran Church, 
San Mateo Library.  Bible Study "Out of Sight, But not out of mine" from the Spring 
Quarterly. 

 
KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY HEALTHY: Please note that masks are now optional and 
highly encouraged.  Masks are required if you will be singing during the service. 
 
 
LWML MITES contributions fund district and national mission grants.  
Please mail in your mites offering to the attention of Lori Fisher. 
 

FOOD PANTRY: needs replenishing as some food items are near expiration. Please 
donate a few staple (canned soup/fruits/vegetables, grains) 

 

ZOOM SERVICE remains for now at 9:15 am for those who are not able to make it to 
church 

 

Sunday Service:  Meeting ID: 436 149 3761 (Sundays at 9:15 am)  

Password: 350350 

Link:     https://zoom.us/j/4361493761?pwd=YnFHZWpPWXpJV2dZeTErZkpmbHFMUT09   

 

https://zoom.us/j/4361493761?pwd=YnFHZWpPWXpJV2dZeTErZkpmbHFMUT09
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ENTRANCE HYMN  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”                              LSB 711 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”                   LSB 487 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

15 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”                   LSB 710 
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CLOSING HYMN     “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”                   LSB 709 
 
 
 

 


