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Medium Term Planning Theme: Nursery Rhymes
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	The Three Prime Areas – these are particularly important for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning and for building their capacity to learn and thrive.

	Prime Area
	Planned Activity 

	Personal, Social & Emotional Development
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	· Showing respect for each other; taking turns/manners etc      

· Beginning to put hand up to answer

· Behaviour in different settings; assembly, outdoor area etc.

· Discussions about the underlying messages in Nursery Rhymes

· Games and rules; nursery rhyme bingo

	Physical Development
	· Small world play  

· Using the construction toys, children design a wall and test to see whether Humpty will stay on the wall without falling off

· Sand and water play

· Actions to accompany different rhymes

· Outdoor play - keeping warm - jumping up and down, running on the spot, skipping etc.

· Using scissors to cut own jigsaws

	Communication & Language
	· Discuss favourite nursery rhymes; likes and dislikes

· Say/sing rhymes and songs (on CDs and IWB) 

· Read stories about nursery rhyme characters

· Children choose and perform favourite rhymes

· Use some dice to select different rhymes to say/sing

· Dot to dot images of rhymes

· Old words in rhymes; meanings

· Make up own versions of rhymes


	The Four Specific Areas – the application of these areas of learning and development support and strengthen the three prime areas. 

	Specific Area
	Planned Activity

	Literacy
	·  Nursery Rhymes- Twinkle, twinkle little star Humpty Dumpty  Little Miss Muffet The Grand Old Duke of York. Hickory Dickory Dock
· Discuss favourite nursery rhymes; likes and dislikes

· Say/sing rhymes and songs (on CDs and IWB) 

· Read stories about nursery rhyme characters

· Children choose and perform favourite rhymes

· Use some dice to select different rhymes to say/sing

· Dot to dot images of rhymes

· Old words in rhymes; meanings

· Make up own versions of rhymes

· Rhyme bag.

· Sequence pictures of rhymes

· Sound hunts within rhymes for sounds of week

· Letter writing practice

· Paint picture of favourite rhyme

· Make a get well card for Humpty Dumpty

	Mathematics
	· Positional language; directions 

· Make own jigsaw; Humpty Dumpty put pieces back together
· Shapes; clock 

· Reciting different counting rhymes

· Recognising numbers in rhymes; use fingers and objects to count

	Understanding the World
	· Floating and sinking (Rub a Dub Dub)

· Sound walk

· Investigate drain pipes around the school (Incy Wincy)

· Discuss where water comes from

· Investigate water and piping (like drain pipes)

· Children decide what they would like to change the role-play area into and make a list of props that they would like (related to the topic) With some adult support children set up their own role-play area.

	Expressive Arts & Design
	· Nursery Rhyme play dough mats

· Make jam tarts with play dough

· Junk modelling make a clock (Hickory Dickory Dock)

· Make own mouse

· Colouring images of rhymes

· Make own spider (Incy Wincy)

· Music – using instruments to accompany rhymes

· Sing a variety of favourite nursery rhymes; clapping to the beat
· Colours in rhymes


2020 Spring Term Planning Long Term – Topic Themes

These suggestions are a guide and should be changed as you wish to suit your children’s age, needs and interests
	
	Week Beginning 
	Topic 
	Themes (starting point)
	Special Events

	
	1
	Nursery Rhymes ….[image: image4.jpg]



3 or 4 pages

Settle classes in first and allocate key people then start journals choosing the best themes for you.  

	Would You Help Humpty? stories and craft

Nursery Rhymes are basically short stories in song.  This week make it a ‘helping each other theme’ (lots of PSED observations and goals to refer too).  Some Nursery Rhymes tell stories about how we should share or help others.

Nursery Rhymes to focus on that have a theme of helping are – Humpty Dumpty, Jack and Jill, old mother Hubbard, Polly put the kettle on, baa baa black sheep and your own songs like tidy up/circle time song.    LJs could have a nice photo of the child helping with these nursery rhymes and some observations.                      
	5th February: Chinese New Year

	
	2
	
	I’m Not scared of spiders!!

Insy winsy, little miss muffet stories and craft

make a spider (see craft ideas)(EAD) – talk about the weather (UTW)

Go outside on a spider web hunt….PD UTW
	14th February: Valentine's Day


	
	3
	
	Pigs and Sheep!

3 pigs, Baa Baa Black Sheep, Little Bo Beep stories and craft -

build a house like the 3 pigs – handle different materials (straw, sticks, brick – wool, ice, pasta etc) – talk about how they feel – messy play!
	

	
	4
	
	Kings and Queens

Jack and the beanstalk, Old King Cole, The Grand Old Duke of York stories and craft (see ideas)
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