THE APPROACH OF HIS ADVERSARIES

Luke 13:31-14:35

I. THE SCARE APPROACH.   Luke 13:31-35

A. A Warning. (Verses 31-32) The Pharisees came to Jesus with a warning, “Get thee out, and depart hence: for Herod will kill thee.” Imagine that! After all the ways that they had opposed him, the Pharisees approached our Lord with a pretense of concern. Herod Antipas was unscrupulous enough for he had beheaded John the Baptist, but Jesus was not intimidated. He said, “Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.” The Lord stated in effect that he would continue his work and he would soon leave Herod’s jurisdiction.
B. A Woe. (Verse 33-35) In verse thirty-three, our Lord spoke with a bit of sarcasm, “…for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.” In other words, Jerusalem had a monopoly on murdering prophets. So, why would he fear Herod whose jurisdiction was Galilee? Then our Lord spoke with sorrow in verse thirty-four. He loved Jerusalem and he lamented its spiritual condition. Jesus indicated in verse thirty-five that he would not enter Jerusalem discreetly, but he would be greeted with Hosannas! However, they would not know the exact time of his arrival.
II. THE SUBTLE APPROACH.  Luke 14:1-35  

A. An Invitation to Dinner.  (Verses 1-24) 

1. The Table Was Spread. (Verse 1) The Lord Jesus was invited to dine on the Sabbath day at the home of a prominent Pharisee.  This was the last Sabbath before his entry into Jerusalem. However, the dinner was a pretense of hospitality as they watched him very intently. 
2. The Trap Was Sprung. (Verses 2-4) “There was a certain man before him which had the dropsy.” The “dropsy” was an infirmity resulting in an unnatural collection of water in any part of the body. This “certain man” may have been there purely from his own choice, but the evil intention with which Jesus was invited makes it highly probable that the man's presence was no accident, but part of a plot to entrap Jesus. He asked, “Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day?” Silence. “And he took him, and healed him, and let him go.” 
3. The Tables Were Turned. (Verses 5-24)

(a) Their Secret Attitude Exposed. (Verses 5-6)  The Pharisees watched him. They were going to charge Jesus with Sabbath-breaking, but our Lord addressed their accusation even before it was raised. He exposed their hypocrisy. The Pharisees allowed for the care of livestock on the Sabbath, but they opposed healing a man on the Sabbath.  They could not answer him.
(b) Their Social Attitude Exposed. (Verses 7-11)  The Lord also identified their rudeness and pride. Each one sought to be seated at a place of honor. Jesus taught the wisdom of sitting in the lowest seat. It is far better to be invited to move up than to be asked to step down. “For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”
(c) Their Selfish Attitude Exposed. (Verses 12-14) Then our Lord Jesus exposed their selfishness. The invited guests were typically people of status and their interest was largely political. The Lord taught them to be ministry minded and to invite individuals in need. Apparently, the host had invited at least one guest in need – the man with the dropsy. However, the Pharisee had no desire to minister to the maimed guest, but rather to use him.
(d) Their Spiritual Attitude Exposed. (Verses 15-24) Upon our Lord’s reference to blessing one at the dinner said, “Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.” He spoke truth, but his motivation was still selfish. In spite of our Lord’s wise comments, this individual’s interest was honor in the kingdom of God. Our Lord answered with a parable.
i. A Great Sin. (Verses 18-20)

(a) One was too big. (Verse 18)

(b) One was too busy. (Verse 19)

(c) One was too blissful. (Verse 20)

ii. A Great Search. (Verses 21-23) When the invited guests declined, the lord sent his servants to find anyone willing to come. The servants went to the “streets and lanes” first, but there was still room. So he sent them to the “highways and hedges.” 
iii. A Great Summary. (Verses 24)

B. An Invitation to Discipleship. (Verses 25-35)

1. The Appeal. (Verses 25-32) Jesus left the house and “great multitudes” waited.
(a) Court the Cross. (Verses 25-27) The disciple of Jesus Christ must not permit any distractions. Love for family is right, but even that must not hinder the follower of the Lord. He must love Jesus first, even more than he loves himself. Additionally, the sincere disciple must be willing to face opposition and hardship. This is illustrated by the cross and the serious disciple must “bear his cross.”
(b) Count the Cost. (Verses 28-32) Our Lord illustrated discipleship as a man preparing to build and as a monarch preparing for battle. Both illustrations demonstrate the importance of understanding the real cost of discipleship. Examples of failure abound in the scriptures and in Christian experience.
Acts 13:5, “And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister.”

Acts 13:13, “Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem.”

2 Timothy 4:11, “Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.”

2. The Application. (Verses 33-35)

(a) An Intimation. (Verse 33) Discipleship requires total commitment. The disciple is to forsake all for the Lord Jesus Christ.
(b) An Illustration. (Verse 34)  Salt is useless without saltiness. So, also in the practical sense is a profession without commitment.
(c) An Invitation. (Verse 35)  “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” Apparently, many professing Christians will not hear.
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