THE ANCESTRY OF JESUS CHRIST

Luke 3:23-38, Matthew 1:1-17


INTRODUCTION.  (Verse 23)  According to verse twenty-three, Jesus was about thirty years of age when his ministry began. Compare Joseph (Genesis 41:46) and David (2 Samuel 5:4). His prior years were lived in general obscurity. Luke is very careful when he said concerning Jesus, “being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph.”  Joseph was thought to be the father of Jesus. He could be best described as the foster father, but he was not the biological father. The Holy Spirit inspired Luke to protect this important doctrinal truth.  In Matthew’s genealogy (Matthew 1:16), Joseph is the son of Jacob, but in Luke’s genealogy, he is the son of Heli (Luke 3:23).  This is because Heli is actually Mary’s father.  So, Joseph is his son by marriage or his son-in-law.  

Matthew 1:16, “And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.”

I. THE ROYAL LINE.  Verses 24-31

A. The Silent Years: Jesus to Zerubbabel. (Verses 24-27a)  Luke recorded the generations of Jesus Christ through Mary and little is known of these ancestors. Matthew traced the royal line through Zerubbabel’s son, Abiud (Matthew 1:13), but Luke traced the line through Zerubbabel’s son, Rhesa (Luke 3:27a).  Nothing is known of either man.
B. The Secret Years: Zerubbabel to David. (Verses 27b-31)  Matthew’s genealogy traced the kingly line through Solomon, a son of David and Bathsheba.  However, Luke’s genealogy traced a hidden line though Nathan, also a son of David and Bathsheba. See 2 Samuel 5:14.  Satan worked feverishly to destroy the royal line.  Solomon married hundreds of pagan wives who turned his heart from God. His oppressions eventually resulted in the revolt of the ten northern tribes.  Jehoshaphat foolishly married his son, Jehoram, to Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah.  She nearly succeeded in eliminating the kingly line of David. Manasseh’s long and evil reign plunged Judah deep into apostasy. Jehoiachin (Jeconiah) so angered God that he and his descendants are forever forbidden from reigning in Judah. However, Satan’s best efforts were completely in vain, because God had another royal line through Mary which was ignored.  The Lord in this way protected Jesus Christ from the curse of Jeconiah and protected the throne of David.
2 Samuel 5:14, “And these be the names of those that were born unto him in Jerusalem; Shammua, and Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon,”

2 Kings 11:1-1, “And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed royal. (2) But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king's sons which were slain; and they hid him…”

Jeremiah 22:29-30, “O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD. 30 Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.”

Matthew 1:7, “And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa;

8, And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias;

9, And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias;

10, And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias;

11, And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon: 

12, And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;

13, And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor;”
II. THE RELIGIOUS LINE.  Verses 32-34a

A. Significance. The religious line is from David to Abraham.  This is most important because Jesus Christ is not only the eventual fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant, but also the Abrahamic Covenant.
B. Difference. The genealogy in Matthew ends with Abraham because its purpose is to present Jesus Christ as the rightful king of Israel through his foster father, Joseph.  However, Luke’s genealogy continues all the way to Adam because Luke presents Jesus Christ as a man.
Matthew 1:1, “The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”

III.
THE RACIAL LINE.  Verses 34b-38

A. Back to the Time Before the Flood: Abraham to Noah.  (Verses 34b-36a)   

B. Back to the Time Before the Fall: Noah to Adam. (Verses 36b-38)  

1. To the Human Father of the Race. (Verses 36b-38a) 

2. To the Heavenly Father of the Race. (Verse 38b)  Luke covers sixty centuries with seventy-five names and takes the reader from the created “son of God” to the one we know as God, the Son.
1 Corinthians 15:45, “And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.”

Three Divisions

The three divisions of Matthew’s genealogy are:

1. Abraham to the reign of King David (Matthew 1:2-6).

2. David’s kingdom to the Babylonian captivity (Matthew 1:6-11).

3. Release from the Babylonian captivity to the birth of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:12-16)
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Matthew 1:17, “So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.”
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