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NonProfit Bulletin Published monthly by

West Covina Elks Lodge No. 1996
841 W. Merced Ave., West Covina Ca. 91790

Lodge Lounge(626) 338-8111
Lodge Office: (626) 962-0113

Lodge Office Hours 
Tuesday through Friday. 10:00am-5:00pm 

 
Hall Rental  & Lease Info:

O(626) 962-0113
FAX: (626) 960-3512

The Elks Lodge Website is:
www.westcovinaelks.org

2020-2021  LODGE OFFICERS
Exalted Ruler	 William Salinas	     562-298-6194
Leading Knight	 Vivian Salinas	     562-298-3247
Loyal Knight	 Jay Lindsay	     626-722-2435
Lecturing Knight  Becky Castillo	     626-833-0765
Treasurer      	 Terry Ortega	     626-926-4501
Secretary	 Dee Varela	     626-705-2763

LODGE TRUSTEES
1st Year		  Danny Janelli	     626-551-9620
2nd Year		 Joe Chavez	     213-500-3216
3rd Year		 Gerardo Pompa	     626-674-7364
4th Year		 George Alcala	     626-472-3485
5th year		 Lucy Ibarra	     626-485-3624

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Esquire	       	 Tony Cortez	     626-483-3838
Chaplain   	 Sandie Sesanto	     626-675-6565
Inner Guard     Charlene Rasmussen    626-622-8485
Organist	 	 VACANT
Tiler		  Gina Griffith

2019-2020 HONORED ELKS
	 Elk of the Year  -  Vince McCauley
	 Tall Elk  -  George Aguilar
	 Officer of the Year  - Danny Janelli
	 Citizen of the Year  -  Maria Elena Ortega
	 Spirit of Elkdon - Eva Macias
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Leading Knights 
Station

Loyal Knights 
Station

Lecturing Knights 
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Hello my fellow Elks,

Welcome back to the 
lodge!  As we are getting 
ready to open the lodge 
for the membership, it will 
be different for everyone.  
Please be patient with us as 
we are all new to this new 
way of running our lodge.  
Hopefully, in time, we will 
be back to the way things 
were before the Covid19 
experience.  

I look forward to seeing 
everyone at the lodge!

Thank you all for suppor-
ting the curbside meals.  
We would like to continue 
to serve you,  and we will 
be asking for various dona-
tions of items to continue 
with these meals.

I hope you have been filing 
up your Purple Pigs, and I 
look forward to counting 
them, so bring them in to 
the office or meeting.

Thank you,

Vivian Salinas
Leading Knight

     With a blink of an eye, Spring 
has passed us by.  Much time 
has passed since we have all 
been able to enjoy the Lodge.  I 
want to thank you for partici-
pating in our Drive-Thru lunch 
pickups.  I looked forward to 
each of the lunches because it 
allowed me to say a quick hello 
to my fellow members.  Please 
continue to join us in these lun-
ches as we need your support 
for our Lodge.
     Summer is here!  We are on 
the road to opening our Lodge.  
Let us try to be patient, as it is 
going to take us time to be ru-
nning at full capacity.  There 
are many rules and guidelines 
which need to be followed.  
Changes can be difficult, but 
this is for our safety. 
     We will try our best to keep 
you notified of any events, 
Lodge openings, or any impor-
tant news.  Our newsletter is 
sent out once a month, but we 
do have a Facebook page and 
an email list you can join if you 
are interested.  I understand, 
not everyone has access to both 
of these, so let's all try and use 
good old fashioned phone calls 
to keep each other in the loop. 
Please remember to reach out 
to our fellow elks.  Check up 
on one another.  Lend a helping 
hand to those who might need 
a ride to a market or a doctor's 
appointment.  We are all bro-
thers and sisters, so let's stand 
by each other.
     Lastly, we may not all be in 
agreement with the changes or 
decisions that have been made, 
but these are different tines, and 
we have to move in a positive 
motion.  All decisions made 
are to benefit the entire Lodge.  
Let us keep our motto in mind, 
"The faults of our members we 
write upon the sand, their vir-
tues upon the tablets of love 
and memory."

Becky Castillo
Lecturing Knight

Hello Sisters and Brothers 
of the Elks Lodge!
 
Please let me start off with 
that I am hoping that eve-
ryone is doing well through 
the COVID 19 Pandemic.

I would like to wish all our 
Fathers out there a Hap-
py Father’s Day. For you 
fathers it will be different 
this year, but who cares, 
you are with the love ones 
that you hold you close to 
your heart. 

I would like to thank the 
membership for suppor-
ting our Lodge with our 
Drive Thru to Go meals, 
it’s only successful due to 
your support. I would like 
to repeat what I wrote last 
month. ‘’Our values and 
commitment to our mem-
bers and to our community 
are guiding us and our 
decisions every single day.” 
With that being said, we are 
working on a serious con-
scious plan to opening our 
Lodge for our membership, 
with the adherence to CDC 
guidelines. We understand 
the safety of our member-
ship.
 
Again, with great pride I 
am here to serve you all as 
your Loyal Knight!

In Sister & Brotherly Love.
 
Jay Lindsay
Loyal Knight

To all our members,

I would like to welcome 
you back. Thank you to 
the members and officers 
who have worked with the 
curbside meals to make it 
successful.  These events 
have helped us to pay bills 
that we continued to incur 
during our closure.
We will continue to serve 
curbside meals through the 
month of July.   

We will be having a drive 
through Breakfast on the 
4th of July at our Lodge on 
Saturday morning, from 8 
am - 12 pm, so please come 
out see friends and sup-
port our Lodge. Tuesday 
meetings have begun with 
some   modifications.  You 
will be required to wear a 
mask to enter Lodge this 
is mandatory.   We will be 
taking your temperature as 
well and seating is limited 
due to social distancing 
guidelines.

My goal is to be fully ope-
ned by mid-July. The BOD 
is working on making this 
happen.

Thank you for your pati-
ence and commitment to 
making West Covina
Strong again.

William Salinas 
Exalted Ruler



The Faults Of Our Members We Write Upon The 
Sands, Their Virtues Upon The Tablets Of Love And 
Memory....
		

	 Member:  Joseph S. Yotti
	 Born:  Setpember 5, 1926
	 Initiated:  June 2, 1956
	 Passed On:  April 20, 2020
	 Member#:  0385

	

July Officers Duty Schedule

Elks Dining Schedule

Friday Night Dinner Specials

July 3 /4	 Lodge Closed
July 10 / 11	 Lodge Closed
July 17 / 18	 Danny Janelli / Jay Lindsay
July 24 / 25	 Joe Chavez / Becky Castillo
July 31	 Geraldo Pompa		

	Monday No Frills	 5:30 - 7:30p
	Wednesday’s	           Lodge Closed	
Thursday’s	           Lodge Closed
	Friday’s		  6:00 - 9:00p
	Saturday’s		  6:00 - 7:45p
Sunday’s                     Lodge Closed

In MEMORIUM

July 3 - Lodge Closed
July 10 - Lodge Closed

July 17 - Food Available
July 24 - Food Available
July 31 - Food Available

4

July 3 		 Lodge Closed
July 10	 Lodge Closed
July 17	 Ben & Terry Ortega
July 24	 Greeters Needed
July 31	 Greeters Needed	

Please contact Patricia Best at (626) 272-9277
 if you are available to be a Greeter

No Frills Monday‘s 

July 6 - Lodge Closed
July 13 - Food Available
July 20 - Food Available
July 27 - Food Available

July Greeter’s Schedule As we re-open our Lodge the week of July 12th 
we will need many volunteers, to clean, serve, 
greet members, take temperature readings 
among other task in order to comply with the 
State and L.A. County guidelines if we are to be 
successful.  For more information on volunteer 
opportunities contact the Leading Knight 
Vivian Salinas at  (562) 298-3247 

Volunteers Needed for Re-Opening



PAST EXALTED RULERS

Ralph Gaither* 1956-57
Hugh M. Bagley* 1957-58
William T. Tanking* 1958-59
Albert E. Lindbeck* 1959-60
James R. Yost*, Jr. 1960-61
James L. Morgan* 1961-62
Harold Z. Dobbs* 1962-63
Laurence R. Tillman* 1963-64
Enrico (Hank) Salvo* 1964-65
Thomas E. Curtis 1965-66
Jack Cleveland* 1966-67
J. Paul Studer* 1967-68
Roy Williams, Jr.* 1968-69
Raiden V. Peterson*  1969-70
Donald M. Huff 1970-71
Albert D. Davis* 1971-72
Milo G. Summerhays* 1972-73
Robert E. Carlson *1973-74
H. Richard Harbert* 1974-75
James J. Andert* 1975-76
Anthony R. Mickols* 1976-77
John Asmundson 1977-78
James E. Smith* 1978-79
Larry Henderson* 1979-80
Frank Rehor* 1980-81
Carl Mou 1981-82
Richard Marble* 1981-82
Robert E. Gubrud 1982-83
James Moseley* 1982-83
Al Putman* 1983-84
Dick Delauder *1983-84
Manny Zamudio* 1984-85
William Heller* 1984-85
Art Willard* 1985-86
Renee LaRose* 1986-87
Fidel Nieto Jr.* 1986-87
Charles Dalool 1987-88, 2011-12
Michael Sirchia 1987-88
Walt Doran* 1988-89
David La Sage* 1988-89
Bob Hollis-Brau 1989-90
Jerry Kober 1989-90
Ernie Gilbert 1990-91
Pat Shea* 1990-91
Ron Conger* 1991-92
Dave Southard* 1991-92
Gary Holmes* 1992-93
Roy Simes 1992-93
Bob Schachner* 1993-94
WM Ziegenbein *1993-94
Rick Dana 1994-95
Matt Jessup 1994-95
Roy Long* 1995-96
Tim LaMarca 1995-96
Ed Lima* 1996-97
Bernie Auld* 1997-98
Benjamin L. Ortega 1998-99, 2012-13, 13-14
Vern Campion* 1999-00
George Lunsford *2000-01
Phil Hawkins 2001-02
Don McMahon* 2002-03
Scott Matthews 2003-04 
Ralph Garcia 2004-05
Willie Koskela 2005-06
Juan Diaz 2006-07
Lisa Ryken* 2007-08 
Patricia Gilliland 2008-09
Michael J. Salazar, Jr. PER 2009-10-11,18-19
Judith Lumbreras 2014-15
Mario Arellano 2016-2017
Dana Williams 2015-16, 17-18, 19-20
Sandra Mendoza* 2018-19

By Affiliation: Judge Al Miller*, Orville Miller,
Robert Cortez*, Joe Lozier, Frank Berry PER,
Jess Nelms, Charles Lein         
(*Deceased)		

Sickness and Distress

July Friday Night Lounge Entertainment

July Saturday Night Entertainment and Events

    PROPOSER	 APPLICANT	                    TRANSFER DEMIT

      Tony Cortez	 Ofelia Carter		  Amanda Villaromo #7421 request transfer to		
					     Bullhead City, AZ #2408

      LIFE MEMBERSHIP		  Christina Carter from Duarte Lodge requesting		
					     transfer to West Covina Lodge #1996
         Maurice  Jordan #5536						    
					     Pat Mower requesting transfer to
					     Whittier Lodge #7003

July 4		  Lodge Closed
July 11	   	 Lodge Closed
July 18		  To Be Announced
July 24		  To Be Announced

July 3		  Lodge Closed
July 10		  Lodge Closed
July 17		  To Be Announced
July 24 		  To Be Announced
July 31		  To Be Announced
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Propositions For Membership / Affiliation / 
Transfers Demits / Reinstatements / Life Membership

	 Rosie Delgado was in the hospital for a kidney 
	 illness.  She is now in a house facility in Glendora.
	 Juan Diaz, PER, passed away in April.
	 Brad McFadden, passed away on June 17th.
	 Past Emblem President, Sandy Woods passed away on
	 June 22nd.
	 George Aguilar’s ex-wife passed away.
	 Amparo Madrigal’s nephew passed away.  Her sister 
	 (mother of her nephew) is in the hospital.
	 Sandi Sesanto’s brother lost his battle with Cancer on April 20, 2020. 
        He was buried on April 27, 2020. 

     Please keep our members and their families in your Thoughts and Prayers

 



Fill your banks up & bring ‘em in!
California-Hawaii Elks - Major Project, Inc.

Helping Children Since 1950

	
                     

Ask About Reccuring Donations!
All Major Project “Purple Pig” Donations are 

100% Tax Deductable

Jaime Aragon			   1
Ronald Henderson		  1
Lynn Loufek			   2
Susan Luna			   2
Gerardo Macias			   2
William Rios			   2
John Gourley			   3
Alicia Avalos			   4
Eric Grijalva			   5
Richard Pedersen		  6
Irma Valdez Trotter		  6
Cynthia Yates			   6
Andy Rodriguez			  7
Will Valdez			   7
Javier Alvarez			   8
Erlinda Martus			   8
Carmen Aguilar			   9
Amparo Madrigal		  9
David Northrup			   9
Dannie Parker			   10
Richard Staples			   10
Christine Costantino		  12
Roberta Lindsay			  12
Livier Becerra			   13
Lawrence Howard		  13
Donald Navarrette		  13
Sara Varela			   13
Stephanie Norman		  14
Carmen Gabaldon		  16
Francisco Briseno		  18
Howard Letzkus			   18
Wilbur Clark			   19
Richard Howard			  19
Christina Berumen		  20
Teresa Gonzalez			   20
Daniel Romo			   22
Diana Casato			   24
Raul Martinez			   26
Drina Morales			   26
Hilda Flores			   27
Asher Cordes			   28
Donald Huff			   28
Michael Olin			   28
Joel Andrews			   29
Michael Medina			  29
Raymond Roldan		  29
George Alcala			   30
Robert Hollis-Brau		  30
Anthony Maddox		  31

Elk of the Month for 
June 2020
Dan Parker

Exalted Ruler William Salinas
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West Covina Elks Lodge
Cribbage Club 

A great big Thank you goes out 
to the Cribbage Club for their 
generous donation to help make 
our Lodge a much better place. 

Cribbage Games are 
Mondays
6:00 PM
All Year

Beginners Welcomed  
Free Lessons Offered

 
Contact:  Norman Nikodym

(909) 319-6488

BINGO IS CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Information Contact Nancy Kane (909) 839-3142   
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Grant Information
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West Covina Elks Events 

     
     This pandemic has exposed areas of weaknesses in our „Order“ of how we can 
conduct business it has forced us to find alternative ways to communicate.  History 
brings me back to the 1990s with the Apple Computer ad campaign „Think Diffe-
rent,“ what a slogan and look where they are now. As I reflect at the onset of this 
pandemic I can see now that we as an organization were ill-prepared to address 
this challenge quickly, create contingency plans and now have found ourselves 
forced to “Think Different”. There are many Lodges that may never recover from 
the effects of this pandemic and unfortunately, there were no government financial 
aid packages that targeted our „not for profit“ Lodges and organizations.  We can 
only hope that there may be some relief down the line for those struggling Lodges 
to help them survive so they may continue their philanthropic work in their 
communities.  
     Finally, there is no doubt in my mind that in the future, we will be better prepa-
red to meet the challenge, and next time we will be ahead of the curve rather than 
behind it.  Let this be our wakeup call to prepare us for whatever life has in store 
for us.  My final day in office is July 11th when DDGER Designate Vern Valenzuela 
will be installed as your new DDGER for the year 2020-2021, I wish him the very 
best and will be here to support him.
     In closing Again I thank you for holding the line during this difficult period and 
I look forward to seeing you in the near future once our Lodges reopen.

Respect, nurture and embrace one another, never doubt humanity, 

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Ben Ortega, DDGER   San Gabriel Valley District 

2019-2020 District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Ben Ortega Farewell Message
     
     Exalted Rulers, Officers and Members of the San Gabriel Valley District, I'm 
hoping that this letter finds you, your families, and your membership well in good 
health and safety.  There is no doubt that the Covid-19 pandemic has wreaked havoc 
throughout our communities, and our Lodges.  I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to you, your Officers, and membership for following through with our pro-
grams despite these difficult circumstances we have been faced with and in keeping 
our Lodges composed.
     We have now entered a new phase, with many of our Lodges beginning to reopen 
for business.  Although in resuming our Lodge operations, we will face challenges 
to comply with the health restrictions, our priority should be the safety of our mem-
bership and I am very confident that with your leadership, this is a challenge is one 
you can easily overcome.  The reopening of our Lodges is an essential step towards 
what will be a "New Beginning" for us all, but it is a beginning to a pathway to new 
normalcy.
     Exalted Rulers and members, what can, has and will continue to make an already 
challenging time more frustrating is when our organizations do not take the time 
to keep our memberships informed on what our next steps look like and what they 
can expect from us as leaders. If your Lodge's desire is not to reopen at this time, my 
ask is that you keep your membership informed with frequent updates regarding 
your Lodge operations as well as your charitable efforts. Remind your members that 
although your Lodge may still be closed that your benevolent commitment to the 
community continues.  
Transparency is key here, please keep them informed as to what your plans are to 
reopen your Lodge and remembering that safety is paramount.

Thank you to all the Officers, volunteers, members and 
friends that have worked, participated and supprted our 

Drive Through Lunches, your simply the Best! 



9

   Hello to all our brothers and sisters of West Covina 
Lodge 1996. I hope this article finds you and your 
family safe and healthy as we head into summer.
  The Trustees are feverishly working to complete the 
makeover of the bar area.  We are currently in the 
process of painting the area and heading into the final 
stages of completion.  Due to continued support from 
our membership, donations have arrived to assist with 
the cleaning of the kitchen and the painting of the 
kitchen floors. We are also attempting to get estimates 
for the steam cleaning of the carpets in the bar area and 
the cloth chairs. If any member has knowledge of a good 
company or individual who does this type of work, plea-
se call the office or any Trustee to pass on information. 
The Trustees are also requesting any member with con-
struction background in any of the trades for assistance 
with maintenance of the lodge and/or volunteer help.  
   During my June article, I had referred to our financial 
situation. We have been operating on a skeleton bud-
get. Our lodge financial situation will not get any better 
without a steady stream of income.  Due to this outlook, 
the Board of Trustees will bring to the membership at 
our next open meeting, a request for       $ 60,000.00 
from the Lodge’s restricted money market account.  This 
money will cover all outstanding bills, refund rental 
deposits from canceled lease outs and rentals and assist 
the lodge in the complicated re-opening process.    
   The Board of Trustees would like to thank all the 
members for their support in the maintenance of the 
lodge and all the drive-thru lunches that have been or-
ganized by some of the Lodge officers and membership.  
Please be safe and wear your mask, it will save a life. 

Fraternally,
Joe Chavez, Trustee # 2                     

Dear Elk Brothers and Sisters,

        Hope you are all well and staying safe.  Another month 
staying home, wearing masks and socially distancing ourselves.  I 
think it is working, as hard as it has been not to see or hug relati-
ves, we are healthy, for that I am thankful.  
        Emblem’s board meetings continue Zoom Conference calls, 
hopefully we will be able to meet in person soon.  State Conven-
tion has been postponed until 2021 
        June would normally be a vacation month, not in 2020!  
Stay-cation, in our backyards is what needs to happen.  There 
may not be an Elks flag day ceremony this year, but I hope to see 
many American flags flying.     
        The ELK Turkey lunch was delicious, easy order easy pick 
up.  Looking forward to Hamburgers or Hot Dogs Lunch.   
        June is also the month where we celebrate Dads.  Dads 
who are single, married divorced, or widowed I truly would like 
to wish all fathers a great day, with family and friends.  Happy 
Father‘s Day 

        Please stay safe, wash your hands hope to see you soon! 
Emblem Love,  

Olivia Pompa 
Emblem President

Trustee Corner 5-4-3-2-1

The Lodge is Re-Opening
The Lodge Re-Opening is scheduled for the week of 
July 12th, beginning on Monday July 13th, there will be 
guidelines that must followed and adhere to, and your 
full cooperation will be greatly appreciated and needed 
in order for the Lodge to be successful at the re-ope-
ning.  We are planning to be open Mondays, Tuesdays 
(Meetings) Friday‘s & Saturday‘s with adjusted hours of 
operation to start.  
There will be more details regarding guidelines provi-
ded by email and posted at the Lodge.  Thank you, BOD 



Pancake Machine Crew Schedule

July 4 - West Covina Elk’s Lodge

We appreciate your help!
Volunteers Always Appreciated

Contact Vince McCaully     626-422-2812

BUNCO
DATE TO BE

DETERMINED
ONCE THE LODGE 

IS OPEN

Modified Club Hours
Monday - 5:00pm to 10:00pm

Tuesday  - Member Meeting Only
Wednesday - Lodge Closed
Thursday  - Lodge Closed

Fri. & Sat.  - 6:00pm to 12:00am
 Sunday -  Lodge Closed

(Special Events Only)

All Closing Hours Are 
Subject To Change At The Discretion of 

The Bartender
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RECYCLE
WE ARE NO LONGER 

ACCEPTING
ANY PAPER PRODUCTS OR CARDBOARD

WE WILL STILL BE COLLECTING
CRV GLASS, PLASTIC, 

ALUMINUM CANS ONLY! 

No Recycling in July

Elks Members recieve a discount from the ad above which 
will be matched and will be put into the 

Major Project (Purple Pig)
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If you wish to receive your 
Elks Tracks Newsletter and Event 

Information by Email, 
send your request to 

westcovinaelks@gmail.comwestcovinaelks@gmail.com 
and we‘ll add you to the email database.



NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
COVINA, CA.

PERMIT  NO. 626

WEST COVINA ELKS LODGE #1996
841 W. MERCED AVE.

WEST COVINA CALIFORNIA, 91790-4902

THE FOLLOWING
SCHEDULE IS 
SUBJECT TO
CHANGE BY 
THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

1        

LODGE CLOSED

2

LODGE CLOSED
Last Day to preorder
Saturday’s Breakfast
Curb Side P/U Meal

3

LODGE CLOSED

4    LODGE CLOSED
Curb Side Meal P/U
8 am - 12 pm
Breakfast - Pancake,
Eggs, Sausage, Milk 
or Juice - $5.00

5

LODGE CLOSED

6

LODGE CLOSED

7    
Lodge Mtg. 7:30p

8
LODGE CLOSED
Last Day to preorder 
Saturday’s Stir Fry 
Curb Side Meal

9

LODGE CLOSED

10

LODGE CLOSED

11   LODGE CLOSED
Curb Side Meal P/U
Chicken or Beef Stir 
Fry, Rice, Bread, 
Cucumber Salad, 
Dessert 11am - 1pm

12

LODGE CLOSED

13

Lodge Open
5-10p
Bring Your Own Food

14
Lodge Mtg. 7:30p

15   

LODGE CLOSED

l

16

LODGE CLOSED

17 

Lodge Open
6 pm - 12 am
Food Available

18  
Lodge Open
6 pm - 12 am
Food Available

19

LODGE CLOSED

20

Lodge Open
5-10p
Bring Your Own Food

21
Lodge Mtg. 7:30p

22
LODGE CLOSED

Last Day to preorder
Saturday’s Enchilada 
Curb Side P/U Meal

23

LODGE CLOSED

24

Lodge Open
6 pm - 12 am
Food Available

25 Curb Side Meal P/U
11 am - 1 pm
Chicken or Cheese 
Enchilada, Salad, Rice,
Beans, Dessert
Lodge Open
6 pm - 12 am
Food Available

26

LODGE CLOSED

27
Lodge Open
5-10p
Bring Your Own Food

28
Lodge Mtg. 7:30p

29

LODGE CLOSED

30

LODGE CLOSED

31

Lodge Open
6 pm - 12 am
Food Available

Electronic Service Requested

    Sunday	       Monday	      Tuesday      Wednesday     Thursday	   Friday	  Saturday

July 2020 Elktivities


