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This booklet presents a structured and comprehensive music curriculum by Pasha Music 
Education . It shows classes and lessons for students of varying ages and experience levels. 1

Designed for both young beginners and adult learners, the curriculum emphasizes strong 
technical foundations, thorough musical literacy, and creative development across piano, 
music theory, composition, orchestration, and music technology. Instruction is organized into 
progressive levels that build skills sequentially while allowing room for individual growth, 
musical interests, and artistic expression.


Curriculum Philosophy 

This curriculum is founded on the principle that strong musicianship emerges from the 
integration of technical skill, theoretical understanding, and creative application. Instruction 
emphasizes clear musical literacy, thoughtful progression, and the development of independent 
musical thinking. Students are guided not only toward accurate performance, but toward an 
understanding of musical structure, harmony, style, and expressive intent. The goal of the 
curriculum is to cultivate well-rounded musicians with skills that remain meaningful and 
transferable beyond individual pieces of repertoire.


While traditional Western classical foundations form the core of study, the curriculum also 
incorporates stylistic awareness and contemporary practices where appropriate. Students are 
encouraged to develop adaptability, curiosity, and artistic confidence, whether pursuing music 
for personal enrichment, academic study, or professional preparation.


Level Structure 

Courses of study are organized into progressive levels that reflect increasing musical 
complexity and depth. Levels are not determined strictly by age, but by a student’s readiness, 
comprehension, and demonstrated mastery of skills. Each level outlines specific technical, 
theoretical, rhythmic, and expressive benchmarks designed to support steady and meaningful 
growth.


Within each level, instruction is divided into focused areas such as technique, theory, rhythm, 
skills, dynamics, intervals, and creative application. This structure ensures balanced 
development across multiple dimensions of musicianship while providing clear expectations 
and continuity throughout the curriculum.


Assessment and Advancement 

Assessment is ongoing and integrated into the learning process rather than confined to 
isolated examinations. Advancement to the next level is based on demonstrated proficiency, 
conceptual understanding, and musical maturity. Students are expected to show consistency 
in technique, accuracy in reading and rhythm, and comprehension of the musical concepts 
introduced at each stage.


This approach allows instructors to adjust pacing, repertoire, and instructional strategies to 
individual learning styles while maintaining consistent educational standards across all levels of 
study.
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Creative Integration and Technology 

Creative exploration is an essential component of the curriculum. Composition, arranging, 
orchestration, and music technology are treated as extensions of musicianship rather than 
separate or optional disciplines. Students are encouraged to apply theoretical knowledge 
through creative work, notation software, recording tools, and digital resources.


Music technology is integrated where appropriate to reinforce core musical concepts, support 
creative output, and develop practical skills relevant to modern musical study, education, and 
performance.


Certificates of Music Achievement 

Students ages 7 through 18 who successfully complete each level of study will receive a 
Certificate of Achievement recognizing mastery of that level’s requirements. Certificates 
acknowledge the student’s progress and accomplishment and may be used for personal 
records, educational portfolios, or supplemental documentation for academic and 
extracurricular purposes.


Certificates are awarded upon completion of the outlined level objectives and serve as formal 
recognition of the student’s commitment, growth, and achievement within the curriculum.


Curriculum Overview 

This curriculum encompasses multiple areas of musical study, including piano performance, 
music theory, composition, orchestration, and music technology. Courses are organized by age 
group and level to provide a clear framework for progression while remaining flexible enough to 
accommodate individual learning paths. Each area of study is designed to reinforce core 
musicianship skills while supporting creative growth and stylistic awareness.


Students entering the program with prior musical experience are evaluated to determine 
appropriate placement within the curriculum. Placement is based on demonstrated technical 
ability, reading proficiency, theoretical understanding, and overall musical readiness rather than 
age alone. This ensures that students are challenged appropriately and begin study at a level 
that best supports their continued development.


The curriculum tables that follow outline core concepts, skills, and materials introduced at each 
level. These outlines represent a structured framework rather than a fixed or limiting sequence. 
Instruction is tailored to the individual needs of each student, and material may be expanded, 
reinforced, or accelerated as appropriate. Students who demonstrate readiness to advance 
more quickly may be introduced to additional concepts or higher-level material beyond the 
standard level outline.


Final placement and advancement decisions are determined through instructor evaluation and 
ongoing assessment.




Musicianship & Ear Training 

Musicianship and ear training are fully integrated into all courses and levels within the program. 
These skills are developed continuously through listening, singing, movement, analysis, and 
hands-on musical application rather than as isolated subjects.


Piano Instrument Requirements 

All piano students are required to have access to an appropriate instrument for effective 
practice and long-term musical development. 

Students must have one of the following: 
• An 88-key acoustic piano, or 
• An 88-key digital piano with weighted or touch-sensitive keys 

Piano Lessons for Ages 7-13 

Materials: Alfred method books for lessons.  Supplementary materials range from music for 
repertoires, scales and finger exercises.  These depend on the skills needed to build and will be 
assigned by instructor during lessons. 




Piano Lessons for Ages 14 to adult

Materials:  Alfred method books for lessons.  Supplementary materials range from music for 
repertoires, scales and finger exercises.  These depend on the skills needed to build and will be 
assigned by instructor during lessons. 


Music Theory for Ages 7-13

Materials:  Kjos Master Theory and Advanced Harmony workbooks (depending on level).  All 
other materials are given as handouts by instructor.  




Music Theory for Ages 14- Adult

Materials:  Alfred Essential Music Theory (Books 1-3).  All other materials are given as 
handouts by instructor. 


Advanced Classes:

Materials:  Alfred Essential Orchestration.  All other materials are given as PDF files and 
handouts.  MuseScore and GarageBand software are free or very low charge by company.

These courses emphasize independent project work, advanced analysis, and applied creative 
skills.
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