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~ Here. in brief. is the story of the move.
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A Dramatic Story

“Dramatic. Strategic. Prophetic”—all these words can richtly be applied

to the present moment in the life of ST. LUKE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, so

long thought of as ““a Beloved Little Chapel.” | .
In its relocation at the meeting place of four boroughs—and with the

arowth that will flow in—it will no longer continue to be ““little’” or a “‘chapel,
but it will be able to serve an ever-widening circle. _
[t is inspiring to have been chosen by the Diocese for‘ this dramatic
“re-planting.”” The new site is strategic, the field wide and rich. Since the seed—
St. Luke’s Church—has proved its vitality. a rich harvest is assured. | |
The hour of planting is timely. Suburban growth is at its height.
Population increases of the next ten years will pose a tremendous challenige' to
schools and churches alike. The Diocese of Newark, and our own mission

have seen the prophetic signs and have acted accordingly. |
In “The Bishop's Call’” to the recent Episcopal Advance Fund Campaign.

the need of church expansion in our own region was prominently outlined as one
of the most important “good problems.” This was another step in preparing the

way for the big move.
And it will be a BIG MOVE—in every sense. Growing from a little stucco

Chapel—seating only eighty—to a solid permanent church about four times as
large: from an inconspicuous location near the edge of one borough to a prom-
inent spot. literally at the meeting place of four—the center of a great parish

with an expanding population of over 30,000.
Rarely have opportunity and responsibility been so dramatically combined.

4

, ’ - @ ',_-

e— ¥ r .l
b I A U L S e , ¥ - e e ot

' : 3 e AW TG E y b E i | -
5 ; o T o e T AL R e
. iy r.-..|‘. (] ol TR -
ek T [ " = L
. il et Y " .‘L.I B . X

13
t
|
i

RSy

¥ - f



Trained for the Task

During this Lenten season, ST. Ll KE'S will Avenues. was there thought of building. [hen they

have completed 43 years since “‘the Episcopalians moved fast: Ground-Breaking in August, Corner-
of Dumont found that there were enough nter- stone-Laying .‘;t'ph_*mlwn Dedication in October.
.w and prospered. But the

The new congregation gre
building was not fully equipped: there were 1n-
chairs took the |)|;.u'(‘ of pews: the

ested. confirmed persons to warrant the organiza-
tion of a chapel.” The first Communion Service
wWas t‘t‘\t‘l‘il‘;lll‘d Ol faster II);I}'. -\pl‘il 12, 1914. ll) 1'{)11\‘(‘!]50111'1‘5:
Dean Robbins of the General Theological Semin- place of worship w

ary. Une wonders how man of the o0 pt-"np](‘ —an early evidence of the church in the service of

s also used as a meeting hall

attending that service still live in Bergen County! the community.

The effects of the Depression were severe, bul
ittle by little Altar, Pews, Electric Organ, and

Growing With the Community _
other equipment were acquired. Step by step the

Launched in the peaceful pre-war days—when mission chapel “grew up,” with the sympathetic
this section of the County was dotted with quiet are of the Diocese and the work of loyal laymen.
villages—all growth was quiet and gradual. The until it became a strong congregation. Renewed
little congregation met in loaned or rented (uar- dedication to the work of church extension has now
ters. Not until 1922, when Charles Dinkler of made ST. LUKE’S ready to play its part in the
Philadelphia gave six lots on Ontario and Seneca new move,

Left and below —

@@ Men's Corporate Communion Breakfast, Feb. 10, 195%
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Our Sacristy

The present plan has been developing for more
than three years—the result of combined efforts on
the part of the Diocese and St. Luke’s. The Vicar
and Executive Committee could see gw develgpull]g

53 : | T
opportunities opening up about them, and U
Bishops were glad to appoint ST. LUKE’S the 1n-

strument of expansion.

On October 15, 1954, a significant letter :.rent
out from Cathedral House to the Members of “The
Bishop’s Church Extension Fund.” ,:Though the
tter had to be “mysteriously vague because of
{ a striki ject in these words:
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Two of the Present Limitations;

98 children overload our present Sunday School.

The Master Plan

St. Luke’s, Dumont, in the extreme south-
western corner of this four-borough area.
This small mission is totally inadequate for
the needs of these growing communities.”

A Report of Progress

In the nearly 30 months since this letter, much
of its plan has been carried out. In brief:

After long efforts, the fine five-acre plot on
Massachusetts Avenue, at the southeast border of
Haworth, was purchased by the Diocese. |

A vicarage nearby was also bought, to be used
until such time as the Rectory on the new site shall
be built.

An architect, John Trich of Oradell, was com-
missioned to draw up tentative building plans
suitable to the general situation.

Preparatory studies of the project were made
by St. Luke’s Executive Committee, and general



(Continued from page 3)
tepresentatives of the four boroughs, when greal
emphasis was laid on the wisdom of making long-
range plans to anticipate the foreseeable needs of

the wider field.

Church and Enlarged Parish

Episcopalians make no real distinction be-
tween Church and Parish—between actual mem-
bers of the church—those affiliated with it In one
way or another—and the large area which is its
field of service.

As of this moment, the bare statistics of St.
Luke’s Church are these:

Baptized Persons 393
Communicants 247
Individuals

(actually participating) 567

This solid, organized core—with its Vicar.
Warden, Executive Committee and Organizations
—will in the relocation become the nucleus of an
enlarging church in a vastly enlarged parish.

The bare population figures for the new four-
borough “field”” show roughly something like this:

Borough 1946 1956 1966
(projected)

Dumont 9,500 17,000 18,000

Haworth 1.600 3,200 5,000

Cresskill 2.500 6.700 10.000)
Demarest 1,200 3,950 5,000
TorAL 14.800 30.850 383.000

The Public School situation reflects the same
recent growth and inevitable increase in the chil-
dren to be cared for in the next few years. This
means that good Sunday School facilities will be
vital. Here are some interesting factors:

Dumont: 3,100 pupils: a high school, 4 oram-
mar schools, and a parochial school. An addition
to the high school and another elementary school
are planned.

Haworth: 583 pupils; one grammar school:
an addition—recently built in the center of town- -
1s already overcrowded, and more space 1s to be

added.

Cresskill: 1,300 pupils; two grammar schools:
one new elementary school in prospect and pos-
sibly a future high school.

Demarest: 642 pupils: one grammar school; a
new school, next to the present one, 1s now in use.

Special Factors

-

Bergen County is the faste.ﬁt-growing county in
(Continued on page 5)
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tContinued from page 4)

New Jersey. As noted above in the Bishop's letter
ul 1954, there were already over 220 Episcopal
camilies living in this four -borough area. There
are more now. Episcopal families want their chil-
dren trained in a Church School. and confirmed.

It is pointed out by real estate men that there
has been increasing demand for homes with three
or four bedrooms. A large number of young. grow-
ing tamilies are moving into the region.

The new church—because of its size—facili-
ties and ]O(Eati()ll-——hopes o serve many peop]e Our Junior Choir. the Choirmaster and Organist

NOT NOW CONNECTED WITH ANY CHURCH.

It desires to be a vital part of the enlarged four-
borough community.

The Diocese, which has taken the initiative 1n
the whole relocation project, and is making sub-
stantial contributions to it, clearly sees a large and

Considerable new housing developments are thriving parish in prospect.

going up within easy reach of the new site. The

Sunday School is bound to attract many new fami- The Episcopal churches in the surrounding
lies looking for such a school. boroughs, through their Rectors, have expressed
The five-acre plot will provide ample room for the same opinion and have welcomed ST. LUKE’S
Church, Parish House, Rectory, playground, and relocation as a fine thing for the Church and the
for that modern necessity—off-street parking space. people of Bergen County.
o “ :
The New Building
A word of explanation concerning the building a coat closet for a choir room; a little front hall
plans shown in this brochure should be given at which must serve at least four purposes: an un-
. once. The plans—although authorized and definite divided basement which tries to do duty both as a
in general purpose—are only preliminary and parish hall and a Sunday School department; |
tentative in detail. At this stage it could not be kitchen arrangements that any housekeeper would :
otherwise. disown. But even under these conditions the church E
; has grown, and it stands fully ready to shoulder i
As citizens of the neighborhood will recall, the its responsibility in the new move. It is proud to k
plan was announced in the Bergen Eve- e RN i b she b Beviect,
Qf 'ecember 8, 1956. Authority was and 1t joins with the Diocesan officials in the
~ given to the a h tect to proceed, in conjunction cordial invitation to other Christian families to
~ with the execut mmlttee of St. Luke's, to pre- help bring to realization a strong religious center.
| specific: itions for the new build-

o wﬁ—ﬁ%, i 2 ‘ch“mh ko Seat. A New Concept of a Church Plant

In recent years an amazing change has come
~over church planning and architecture. Forward-
gy laoklng national Church Boards are advising a
o %ﬁ churchwwhen relocahngwto secure a site of at
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(Continued from page )
leaps and bounds, until national enrollment has
reached Forty Million. In many localities the
church is again becoming an active center ol
family and community life, with a continuous

seven-days-a-week program.

Furthermore, space is essential not only for
outdoor activities, but also for parking.

All these ideas are being worked into l'he Pro-
posed plans and program for the new St. Luke’s.
A study of the preliminary sketches will be of

interest to everyone. There will be ample oppor-

tunity for constructive suggestions as plans pro-
The new church will have real choir rooms caad:
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Builders All!

Thousands of families in Bergen County, in the
last ten years, have found the joy of planning and
saving to build a new home.

Now, in 1957, one of the fastest-growing neigh-
borhoods in the State has an opportunity to get
together in the building of a beautiful church home
to serve thousands of families in the years ahead.
The Diocese has led off and secured the site: St.
Luke’s—the nucleus and center of the program—
1s throwing her whole effort into it. The doors are
open wide for others to share in the joy of building.

Episcopalians of the four boroughs, by this
common effort. will be drawn together into one
great Parish. The heartier and the more rapid the
response, the sooner the new church will be ready
to serve. One of its first services will be the Family
Service at 9:30 on Sunday morning, which has be-
come such a welcome feature of present church life
in many suburban communities.

Estimates of Cost

; The Diocesan Ofhce and the St. Luke's Com-
R mittee set themselves to look well ahead and plan
for the foreseeable growth of the next decade.
Present estimates indicate construction costs in the
s neighborhood of $200,000. The building of the
~ vicarage lies in the future, since a temporary resi-

- dence has been purchased. St. Luke’s own activities
' - will go right ahead in the present location until the
~first unit of the new plant is completed—with your

fan '_ and Diocesan support.
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ways easy to determine how much an individual
or a family can pledge. Three suggestions may be
of help in determining the nature of your gift:
Budgeted Giving, Leadership or Memorial Gifts,
and “Working for the Church.”

Budgeting Giving

The suggested period for pledges is 36 months.
This also allows for income tax deductions in three
calendar years. Contributions up to 30 of total
income are now deductible when made to churches.

Another advantage: when securities or prop-
erty are given directly to the Church, the current
market value—rather than the original cost—may
he deducted on income tax returns. The capital
gains tax (invoked if the property were sold and
the money given to the Church) may thus be
avoided. This provision helps both Donor and

Church.

Some Guides for Giving

Since this is a large project calling for long-
range planning on the part of individual families,
as well as on the part of St. Luke’s and the Diocese,
careful thought has been given to the organization
of the fund-raising campaign. As he or she con-
siders his part in it, the following specific sugges-
tions may be of help to the individual donor.

l. Make your giving a matter of prayer—a
part of your worship.

2. Work one day a month for 36 months for
your Church. Keep this principle in mind when

deciding how much you will give.

comeone will call 3+ A gift from this generation to the genera-
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BDiorese of Newarh

2% Rector Street
Newnrh 2, N. J.

RERev'd Teland Sturk, B. D,
Wiehoy Qoundintor March 6, 1957,

Dear People of St. Luke's Church:

I wonder whether you realize what a unique
experience it is to help build a church, As I
look back over my own life as the son of a par-
son and now one myself for twenty-two years,
while I have been directly associated in one way
or another with nineteen churches, I have never
had the privilege you soon will be having of
helping to build a new church to the glory of God.

To build a befitting House of the Lord in
a new and more strategic location with enlarged
facilities for worship and for the Christian
nurture of your growing Sunday School and con-
gregation: what better activity could bring
forth your most enthusiastic response?

I pray for God's blessing upon this mighty
endeavor as St. Luke's Church takes this giant

stride forward.
Kthfully YO?;;S? E 7




ST. LUKE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Re-locating to serve Cresskill, Demarest, Dumont and Haworth

BISHOP VICAR

THE RT. REV. LELAND STARK Tue REv. James E. HULBERT

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Warden
ANDREW NELSON

WiLLiAM CHALMERS HERBERT MARTENS BRADLEY SEABROOK
HowaArp HALLIDAY FrRANK MurrPHY WiLLiaMm VEca

GEORGE StuBBS, JR., Treasurer

STEERING COMMITTEE

DIOCESE NEW AREA
CANON LESLIE HARRY ALLOWAY GEORGE RAE
Joun GArp NELSON HAYNOR HENRY SOBECK
FREDERICK STEWART Epwarp MERKLE CHARLES WALDEN

and Executive Committee of St. Luke’s—Dumont

BUILDING FUND PROGRAM PERSONNEL,

BRADLEY SEABROOK, General Chairman

| HERBERT MARTENS. Publicity WILLIAM VEcA, Leadership Gifts Chairman
i GEORGE STUBBS, JR., Treasurer

POLICY COMMITTEE

REv. DoNnaLD MAcADIE, Diocese HERBERT MARTENS, Dumont

CHARLES WALDEN, New Area ANDREW NELSON. Dumont

- GEORGE RaE, New Area GEORGE STUBBS, JR., Dumont
LsoN HayNOR, New Area WiLriam VEGA. Dumont
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CRESSKILL DUMONT

- DEMAREST HAWORTH _
ccled ficre & g 1957

“Relocation

]




	IMG_2855
	IMG_2856
	IMG_2857
	IMG_2858
	IMG_2859
	IMG_2860
	IMG_2861
	IMG_2864
	IMG_2865
	IMG_2866
	IMG_2867
	IMG_2868
	IMG_2869

