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Robustelli 
Named City
Manager

By Mike McGuire
San Leandro Times

By Linda Sandsmark
San Leandro Times

see ROBUSTELLI, page 3

see BAYFAIR, page 4

see DROUGHT, page 10

By Jim Knowles
San Leandro Times

San Leandro students in all grade 
levels returned to schools in-person 
earlier this month, mostly happily, 
dropped off by equally happy and re-
lieved parents, after a year of going to 
school online at home. 

Students returned to class at Washington Elementary School this month and lined up for their classes 
on the front lawn.

PHOTO BY MIKE McGUIRE

Back in Class Again
By Mike McGuire

San Leandro Times

Bayfair Shut 
Down After 
Looting Threat
Police warn of potential loot-
ing last Wednesday; mall and 
farmer’s market close early

Fran Robustelli, who has 
served as San Leandro’s In-
terim City Manager since 
December, was named to the 
permanent position at the City 
Council’s April 19 meeting. 
The council is expected to 
formally approve her contract 
at its May 3 meeting.

Robustelli has served as 
interim or assistant city man-
ager at several Bay Area cities, 
and headed human resources 
at the City of Hayward. She 
started her 25 years of public 
service as a chemist at a water 

see CLASS, page 12

Pardee Reservoir, the heart of EBMUD’s drinking 
water supply in the Sierra foothills, is currently at 
88 percent capacity.

EBMUD PHOTO

For some students in lower grades, 
it was the first time they had ever been 
physically in a classroom, or in a school 
building.

About half the district’s students, 
though, opted not to return in-person 
and continue with online learning, said 
district spokeswoman Keziah Moss. 

Slightly more students in lower grades 
came back in-person than in middle 
school and high school, she said. 

All the students will do at least some 
of their work online, under the district’s 
“hybrid learning model,” she said.

Students at home participate online 

EBMUD Calls for Voluntary Water Reduction

Stores at Bayfair and other 
shopping areas closed early 
last Wednesday, April 21, 
after police sent out an alert 
of a potential for looting that 
evening. 

The entire mall at Bayfair 
was closed by 5 p.m., as some 
stores put up boards over their 
windows. Police stood guard 
at every entrance around the 
mall, their vehicles blocking 
the entryways with lights 
flashing. The shopping areas 
nearby closed, too.

Even the Wednesday eve-
ning downtown San Leandro 
Farmers’ Market was shut 
down. 

For a while, police said 
they considered enacting a 
citywide curfew. The memory 
is still fresh of the night of 
widespread looting across San 
Leandro last May 31. 

But later that night, the po-
tential for looting diminished, 
and police decided a curfew 
wasn’t necessary. The poten-
tial looting was avoided, and 
business was back to normal 
the next day. 

But not before the alerts 
caused much concern around 
San Leandro. 

The San Leandro Police 
Department posted a mes-
sage on social media that 
afternoon that began, “The 

The East Bay Municipal 
Utilities District board of di-
rectors unanimously declared 
a Stage 1 Drought Tuesday 
afternoon.  

Stage 1 calls for voluntary 
customer water reduction of 
up to 10 percent. 

The conservation request 
is district-wide, meaning a 
collective reduction, accord-
ing to spokesperson Andrea 
Pook. The board also voted 
to secure supplemental water 
supplies via EBMUD’s Free-
port Regional Water Facility. 

The rain this past weekend 
did little to improve the East 

Bay’s water supply.  EBMUD 
determined that its current 
reserves are not sufficient to 
meet customer demands and 
storage targets.  Actions taken 
now could help reduce the 
chance of more severe restric-
tions in the future.

“I do think that this step 
is very prudent,” said Board 
president Doug Linney. He 
added that EBMUD would 
continue to “hope for rain, but 
plan for the worst.”

Director Lesa McIntosh 
encouraged outreach to Home-
owners’ Associations and 
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Anpan Mary Hoppins

The Inner Wheel Club of 
San Leandro recently honored 
member JoAnn Cornelius with 
the Inner Wheel Excellence 
Spirit Award. 

JoAnn has been a dedicat-
ed member for over 30 years. 
She serves as a Foundation 
Club Coordinator promoting 
information about the IWUSA 
Foundation. 

She has shown outstand-
ing leadership and dedication 
to community service, as an 
excellent role model of the 
ideals of Inner Wheel, and a 
much loved member of Inner 
Wheel Club of San Leandro. 

The club congratulates 
JoAnn on the award. Her en-

The Pets of the Week at 
the Hayward Animal Shelter 
are two bunnies, Anpan and 
Mary Hoppins. 

Anpan is a laid-back male 
bunny who enjoys lounging on 
his beds and snacking on pars-
ley. He is good with handling 
but has very sensitive ears and 
doesn’t like them touched. 

Mary Hoppins is a quiet 
female bunny who keeps to 
herself. 

She enjoys basil and a 
once-a-week treat of one or 
two small banana slices. 

For more information on 
Anpan or Mary Hoppins, call 
the Hayward Animal Shelter 
at 510-293-7200.

“Monarch Magic,” a photo by Claudia Schwalm is part of Sun Gallery’s exhibit 
“Climate Change: a Compassionate Connection” which opened Friday at the 
Sun Gallery, 1015 E Street in Hayward.

 The Sun Gallery in Hay-
ward has opened its first in-
door exhibit since the pan-
demic shelter-in-place orders 
began more than a year ago.
 The 8th Annual Exhibit, 
“Climate Change: A Compas-
sionate Connection,” opened 
on Friday and will continue 
through June 5.
 An artists’ reception will 
be held outdoors in the gal-
lery’s courtyard from 1 to 4 
p.m. this Saturday, May 1. 
The public is invited and ad-
mission is free. 
 The non-profit Sun Gal-
lery is located at 1015 E St. 
in Hayward. Hours are Friday 

Sun Gallery Opens First Indoor 
Exhibit in More than a Year

and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Admission is free.
 Guests are asked to please 
wear masks and practice 
social distancing. Light 
pre-packaged snacks and 
beverages will be served, and 
all Alameda County health 
and safety regulations will be 
in place, along with hand san-
itizer stations.
 “A Compassionate Con-
nection” is made up of a wide 
range of additional artists 
from the East Bay and be-
yond including Jon Kerpel, 
Linda Nygard, Hollie Adam-
ic, Claudia Schwalm, Peter 
and Maureen Langenbach, 

Ian and Sarah Sammis, Car-
rie King, Janet Brugos, Dottie 
Cichon, Anitta Toivio, Sha-
ron DeVetter, Marjorie Lynne 
Wagner, Judith Rodriguez, 
Renea Turner and Dorsi Diaz.
 Dragonflies and airborne 
creatures are a recurring 
theme in the show as are wa-
ter, landscapes and disappear-
ing habitat. 
 The inspiration for the 
show came from Director 
Dorsi Diaz, who has been 
reflecting on the disconnect 
of some humans when con-
sidering their own species 
in the context of a changing 
climate. 

Inner Wheel Honors 
Role Model Cornelius

couragement and friendship 
continues to inspire and make 
a difference. 

JoAnn Cornelius

Located on corner of 1881 Astor Dr. & Lake Chabot Rd., San Leandro
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Hike for a good cause. 
Enjoy the beautiful outdoors.
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FOR

HOPE
& JAMBOREE AFTER-PARTY

This year’s format is a little different, but the 
goal is the same: to raise $100,000 for patient 
care and community programs, including grief 

support services, dementia education, and 
caregiver resources for local families. 
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SL Teachers’ Association Forum
The San Leandro Teachers’ Association 

Human Rights and Social Justice Commit-
tee will host an online forum on the SLTA’s 
Youtube channel on Thursday, April 29, from 
4 to 5:30 p.m. Students, teachers and other 
speakers will discuss how to best support 
students as they transition into in-person 
learning in the upcoming summer and fall 
semesters. Find the forum on the SLTA-San 
Leandro Teachers’ Association Youtube 
channel. 

#OwnVoices Adult Book Club
Join the San Leandro Library for a friend-

ly and casual adult book club focused on 
#Ownvoices books on Thursday, May 6, at 6 
p.m. #Ownvoices is a hashtag that started in 
2015 to promote diverse authors and books. 
Diversify your reading list, learn about new 
perspectives and perhaps find aspects of 
your own experiences in the pages of a book. 
Come and chat about any #ownvoices books 
you’ve read (any genre! any format!) or drop 
by and get some inspiration for your next 
read. Register for this free virtual event at 
sanleandrolibrary.org or call 510-577-3971.

Adult School Virtual Employment Fair
San Lorenzo Adult School will host a 

Spring Virtual Employment Fair on Thurs-
day, May 6 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Represen-
tatives from delivery services/e-commerce, 
education, business, healthcare, and humani-
tarian aid relief and development will present 
their employment opportunities and safety 
protocols in the COVID era. Language 
translation in Spanish and Chinese. Go to 
bit.ly/ef21_reg to register for this free online 
employment fair. 

Community Calendar
 Basic Gardening Skills

Learn about the essentials to be a suc-
cessful vegetable gardener at a San Leandro 
Library virtual event on Saturday, May 8, 
at 11 a.m. We’ll review the importance of 
selecting the planting site for sun and shade, 
improving and preparing your soil, water-
ing, mulching, fertilizing, deciding what 
to plant and keeping pests at an acceptable 
level. Register for this free virtual event at 
sanleandrolibrary.org  or call 510-577-3971.

Umpires Needed
The Hayward Softball Umpires Associ-

ation is recruiting year-round to work paid 
HARD recreation softball games – men’s, 
women’s and co-ed slow pitch. We train all 
age groups. For more information, call the 
Education Director at 510-586-8592 between 
9 a.m. and 9 p.m.

’80s Music Trivia
Join the San Leandro Library for a totally 

awesome flashback to 1980s music trivia on 
Thursday, May 20, at 7 p.m. It’s an online 
event for adults ready to celebrate the best 
decade of music. Register here: https://ti
nyurl.com/SLPLTriviaAdults or email kman-
dalay@sanleandro.org for more information.

Art at the San Lorenzo Library
To celebrate the post-Covid reopening of 

the San Lorenzo Library, 395 Paseo Grande 
in San Lorenzo, the Northern California 
Decorative Artists filled the library display 
cabinets with artwork created this last 12 
months. The artists invite you to come by 
the library and take a peek. You will find a 
range of projects from whimsical to realistic. 
The display will run through the end of April.

Registration is now open 
for the free, virtual 17th Annual 
“Bringing Back the Natives 
Garden Tours” on the Sundays 
of May 2, 16, and 23, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  

The award-winning tours 
will feature 25 beautiful native 
plant gardens, Q&A sessions 
with experts, and garden design 
and plant selection information. 
Check out the schedule of events 
at www.bringingbackthenatives.
net/ and register for one of the 
tours now.

Green Home Tour
Join garden tour host Kathy 

Kramer and electrification ad-
vocate Amy Kiser at a free 
companion event, the 1st Annual 
Virtual Green Home Tours on 
June 6 and 13 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Learn how to save money and 
time while combating climate 
change by ditching natural gas, 
generating clean electricity from 
your own home, and installing 
energy-efficient (and health-pro-
tecting) induction stoves and heat 
pumps. 

Virtual Native 
Gardens Tour 
Starts Sunday

Robustelli: Several tasks ahead 
continued from front page
treatment plant.

The council’s vote was 
6-1, with Councilman Fred 
Simon dissenting. Though 
Simon said he supported the 
choice and his disagreement 
was only over specific details 
of the contract being negotiat-
ed with Robustelli.

The council members said 
Robustelli was the best choice 
for San Leandro out of all the 
applicants.

“I believe they’re all good 
candidates, but Fran was best 
for our city,” said City Coun-
cilman  Bryan Azevedo. “She 
knows our city and knows 
our issues. She’s put her heart 
into it, and she’s been doing a 
good job,” 

Robustelli said she was 
happy to be offered the per-
manent position. 

“I have fallen in love with 
San Leandro since coming 
here,” she said. “It’s such an 
inviting and warm commu-
nity.”

The most immediate issues 
she will be tackling would be 

police oversight and pandemic 
recovery, Robustelli said.

Community engagement 
and trust-building are vital as 
the city works on police over-
sight, she said. The search for 
a new permanent police chief 
underlines how important it is 
to find out what the communi-
ty wants in both a police chief 
and in policing more general-
ly, Robustelli said.

She said the permanent 
police chief will likely be 
hired in the fall, following a 
community survey on what 
qualities are desirable and a 
nationwide search. Luis Torres 
serves as acting chief, and has 
expressed an interest in the 
permanent position.

San Leandro residents can 
participate in that survey by 
going to the link on the city’s 
website, www.sanleandro.org. 

Robustelli will be looking 
into using federal stimulus 
dollars to help the city recover 
from the pandemic with atten-
tion to the needs of businesses, 
residents and the homeless.

Robustelli also would like 

to address other urgent issues 
such as fixing the city’s roads 
and improving city systems, 
particularly financial records. 

The roads, unfortunately, 
need a lot of work, she said. 
While the City Council has 
made this a high priority, it 
would take an estimated $200 
million in one-time costs to 
bring all city streets up to a 
“high pavement” standard. 
Robustelli said that looking 
into sources for that level of 
funding is one of the major 
challenges she will confront.

The Budget Task Force’s 
recent report called for a more 
inclusive budget process for the 
city, she said. This requires both 
making the city’s budget easily 
understandable to residents, 
and also fixing some of the cur-
rent financial and data systems.

Robustelli said that city 
efforts all need to take equity 
into consideration.

“Race and equity work 
is exciting,” Robustelli said. 
“It’s ‘forever work’ that keeps 
making things better as we 
move forward.”

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 

The Entire line of
Europharma

Products

April

Come Check Out Our Other Specials

CREDIT

1900 E. 14th St. • San Leandro 48
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Experience

“Make your house a Dupree’s home”

Convenient Comfort
Sit • Recline • Sleep • Store

Need extra sleep space, storage  
or seating all in one cleverly  
designed bench? This foam- 
cushioned unit allows for  

$199
ON SALE! ONLY

extension creating a convenient sleep platform and half of the bench 
opens to reveal hidden storage. Coordinating pillow included.
Available in 3 Colors: Gray, Brown & Blue

OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY 10AM-5PM • CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

357-3000
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Bayfair: Messages on social media send fear through a city
continued from front page

Construction crews quickly arrived to board up windows at Bayfair last Wednesday 
after police announced a threat of looting. 

PHOTOS BY JIM KNOWLES 

San Leandro police surrounded Bayfair and blocked off every entrance to the shopping 
center. Mayor Cutter gave credit to the police for preventing any trouble. 

The Hearing Loss Asso-
ciation of America East Bay 
Chapter will meet on Zoom on 
Saturday, May 8. Greetings at 

Hearing Loss Association Meeting
9:30 a.m., presentation at 10 
a.m., discussion from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The speaker 
will be Dr. Margaret Wall-

hagen, professor at UC San 
Francisco. Register via Zoom 
at https://www.hearinglosseb.
org/ for the meeting. 

San Leandro Police Depart-
ment has received reports of 
planned looting at Bayfair 
Center tonight. In response, 
we have brought in additional 
officers to reinforce patrol and 
will have a heavy presence at 
that location.”

The message said the po-
lice were planning to respond, 
which could push the group 
planning to loot to another 
location. 

“Businesses and property 
owners, particularly those 
around Bayfair Mall, should 
remain vigilant and may want 
to make preparations to safe-
guard their properties and em-

ployees,” the police message 
continued.

Many businesses followed 
instructions and made prepa-
rations by putting boards over 
their windows. 

The messages are confus-
ing to shopkeepers, because 
city officials have been urging 
shops to take down the boards 
over their windows. 

Another message on social 
media from the police depart-
ment appeared later Wednes-
day evening:

“Please prepare to shel-
ter-in-place. We will notify 
residents of a final decision on 
this fluid situation.”

But by 10:30 p.m., police 

announced that the curfew 
would not be necessary, and 
gave credit to proactive work, 
voluntary closing of business-
es, and citizens staying home 
in warding off the potential 
for looting. 

At one point, there was an 
instance of something starting 
to develop, which police de-
scribed on social media:

“This evening at Bayfair 
Center, a group of about 100 
people took over the roadway, 
and vehicles were observed 
circling the mall property.” 

Police said they received 
information that the group was 
headed to another nearby city 
and alerted that city’s police 

department. 
Later that night, looters 

tried to break into the Best Buy 
store in Emeryville. When the 
break-in proved unsuccessful, 
the group broke into a nearby 
Game Stop store and stole 
some merchandise. 

The cause for concern 
could have been, at least part-

ly, due to social media posts 
that day, retrieved by media 
maven Mike Katz-Lacabe. 
The posts announced looting 
at Emeryville at 7 p.m. that 
day, at Bayfair at 6 p.m. and 
at an automobile dealership 
on Marina Boulevard. 

The potential for looting, 
even if it materialized, was 

far less than the widespread 
looting across San Leandro 
last May 31, which is the rea-
son that some shops have kept 
boards up over their windows. 

Mayor Pauline Cutter sent 
a message on Twitter the next 
morning thanking the police 
department for preventing any 
trouble.
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LIFESTYLE

W
Spring Chicken

e eat twice as much 
chicken today as we 
did just a few years 

ago. So much so that it has 
become the most frequently 
served meat on California’s 
tables.
 The popularity of poultry 
isn’t surprising when you con-
sider that chicken and turkey 
are inexpensive and appeal to 
almost everyone. What’s more, 
the white meats of both are 
low in fat and calories. 
 But since a chicken is about 
half white meat and half dark, 
you shouldn’t ignore the subtle 
flavors of the legs and thighs. 
Not surprisingly, it is because 
dark meat has more fat that it 
juicier and is—to many—bet-

ter tasting than the drier, less 
flavorful breast meat. Keep in 
mind that the fat content is still 
lower than in many cuts of red 
meat.

PERFECTLY ROASTED
SPRING CHICKEN

1 (4-pound) chicken, wash-
  ed and patted dry
3 large cloves garlic,
  minced
1 large shallot, minced
2 tablespoons minced 
fresh
  herbs (especially rose-
  mary and thyme)
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
1/3 cup white wine
1/4 teaspoon salt

Freshly ground pepper
Handful mixed fresh herbs
 Separate the skin from the 
meat by inserting an inverted 
teaspoon between the skin and 
meat, starting at the breast and 
working down to the thigh.
 Combine garlic, shallot, 
minced herbs, mustard and 
white wine in blender and 
process together. Spoon 
mixture under skin clear down 
to the thigh and massage skin 
to disperse the mixture evenly 
(easier than it sounds.)
 Season the surface and 
cavity with salt and pepper. 
Place handful of herbs in the 
cavity and set chicken, breast 
side up, on a foil-lined shallow 
roasting pan. (The chicken 

can be baked immediately or 
covered with plastic wrap and 
refrigerated overnight.)
 To roast, place pan on over 
rack set in the lower third of a 
450°F oven. Roast until juice 
runs clear rather than pink 
when thigh is pierced with a 
knife, about 45 to 50 minutes. 
Let the chicken stand 10 min-
utes before servings. Makes 4 
servings.

SPICY BAKED
CHICKEN THIGHS

8 chicken thighs, with skin,
  pierced all over with a 
  small knife
5 cloves garlic, peeled
1 (2-inch) piece fresh
  ginger root, peeled
1 small jalapeño pepper,
  seeded, or cayenne
  to taste
Juice and zest of 1 lemon
2 tablespoons tomato
  paste
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon cumin powder
1 teaspoon coriander
  seeds or ground 
  coriander
 Heat over to 400°F. 
 Put chicken thighs in a 
bowl. Mince garlic, ginger and 
pepper. Toss with all remain-
ing ingredients or put in food 
professor and grind into a 
paste. (It is OK if the coriander 
seeds are not fully pulverized.) 
Rub mixture thoroughly into 
the chicken. Put thighs, skin 
side up, in a roasting pan and 
roast for 25 to 35 minutes until 
done. Makes 4 servings.

BREADED CHICKEN
BREASTS WITH

PARMESAN CHEESE

4 skinless, boneless chick-
  en breast halves (about 
  1-1/4 pounds)
Salt to taste
Freshly ground pepper
2  tablespoons flour
1 large egg, beaten
2 tablespoons water
1  cup fine fresh bread
  crumbs
1/4 cup freshly grated
  Parmesan cheese
2 tablespoons corn oil
4 tablespoons butter
1  tablespoon finely chop-
  ped fresh tarragon
2 tablespoon freshly
  squeezed lemon juice
 Cut away and discard any 
white membranes or traces 
of fat from the breast halves. 
Sprinkle each with salt and 
pepper. Put the flour in a shal-
low dish. 
 Dip the breasts in the 
flour. Coat well and shake 
off excess. Combine the eggs 
with water, salt and pepper in 
another shallow dish, and beat 
to blend. Combine the bread 
crumbs with Parmesan cheese 
in a third dish, and blend.
 Dip the breast halves in the 
egg mixture, coating thorough-
ly. Drain off excess. Dip the 
pieces in the bread-crumb mix-
ture, also coating thoroughly. 
Pat the pieces lightly with the 
flat side of a large knife to 
make the crumbs adhere.
 Heat the oil, preferably in 

a nonstick skillet, and add the 
breasts. Cook over moderately 
high heat until golden brown 
on one side, 3 to 4 minutes. 
Turn and cook 3 to 4 minutes 
or until golden brown on the 
second side.
 Transfer the chicken to a 
warm platter, pour the fat from 
the skillet. Add the butter to the 
skillet and cook until bubbling. 
Add the tarragon and lemon 
juice; blend. Pour the sauce 
over the chicken and serve im-
mediately. Makes 4 servings.

CHICKEN CREOLE

1/2 cup chopped onion
1/2 cup chopped green bell
  pepper
1/2 cup thinly sliced celery
1 (8-ounce) can stewed 
  tomatoes, undrained
    and finely chopped
1/4 cup ketchup
1/2 teaspoon chili season-
  ing
1 cup diced cooked chicken
  breast
1 cup hot cooked rice 
 In a medium skillet sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking 
spray, sauté onion, green 
pepper and celery for 6 to 8 
minutes. 
 Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
ketchup and chili seasoning. 
Add chicken. Mix well to 
combine. Lower heat, cover 
and simmer for 6 to 8 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. 
 For each serving, place 1/2 
cup rice on a plate and spoon 
about 1 cup chicken mixture 
over top. Yields 2 servings.

FORMERLY: QUALITY TUNE-UP SHOPS
510-351-0727

TUNE-UP & BRAKE CENTER
1693 Washington Ave., San Leandro

OIL CHANGE, FILTER & LUBE
Regular: 

A U T O C A R EA U T O C A R E

$$2828 8888
+TAX

1 0 %  O F F1 0 %  O F F  
R E G U L A R  P R I C ER E G U L A R  P R I C E

TUNE UP SPECIAL

with this Coupon.  Offer expires 6-30-21
(Most Vehicles)

*New Oil Filter *Check Fluid Levels 
*Up to 5 Qts. Oil *Check Fan Belts & Hoses

with this Coupon.  Offer expires 6-30-21

High Mileage: Synthetic:
$$4848 8888

+TAX
$$6868 8888

+TAX

We’re Still Here After 30 Years in Business In San Leandro because of  ALWAYS providing 
Our Customers with Honest Answers & Quality Service, Along with Competitive Pricing!

“We Keep Your Car on the Road”

Some of the Services we Provide:
• Oil Change      • Computer Diagnostics      • Transmission Service

• 15K, 30K, 50K, 90K Scheduled Maintenance      • Timing Belt Repair     
 • Radiator Service      • Tune-Ups      • Vehicles Domestic & Foreign

510-276-1793
15508 E. 14th St., San Leandro

www.titossanleandro.com

Authentic Mexican Food 
& Cantina

 
 

Tito, Father and Mike, Son

 
 

Buy 2 Chicken Teriyaki Dinners, 
Get 3rd One… FREEFREE
Buy an Order of Ramen Noodles, 
Get One California Roll… FREEFREE

MAY NOT BE 
COMBINED 
WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. 
EXPIRES  
06-30-21

JAPANESE RESTAURANT
Sushi Bar & Grill

1427 E. 14TH ST. • SAN LEANDRO • (510) 352-3748 • WWW.TSURUSUSHI.COM

Smart Shopper Coupons
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Robert Jones   Associates

Robert Jones Matt Jones

and
Selling San Leandro Since 1964  •  www.RobertJonesandAssociates.com

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 357-0120

Ron Trentler

Hottest market I’ve seen in over 50 years of selling
San Leandro! Call Today “WE are here for You!”

DRE#0137894DRE# 00276097 DRE# 02068317

Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #898737

Sam Medina
DRE #01421545
Jessica Medina
DRE #01274222
510.481.8400

“Your Neighbor & Realtor!”

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT &

REAL ESTATE SALES

DRE #01838297

Kimberley Alexander, Realtor
DRE# 02058621

(510)388-7673
kimberley86@kw.com

www.kimberley-alexander.com 

HELPING YOU FIND YOUR DREAM HOME 

While giving you quality service
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Sales ~ Property Management ~ Leasing

581 E. 14th St.  •  San Leandro  •  632-1234
www.deadrich.com CBRE #00360465
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REAL ESTATE GALLERYREAL ESTATE GALLERY

Nasser Haghighi
510-415-1612

“San Leandro Resident Since 1976”
nasserhag@att.net

“Integrity, Experience, Results”“Integrity, Experience, Results”

BRE# 01221481

Alliance Bay RealtyAlliance Bay Realty

Some COVID-19 Practices May 
Remain After the Lockdown 

REAL ESTATE REALITY
GUEST COMMENTARYBy Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times

W ith Covid-19 
restrictions 
loosening, many 
are beginning to 

question what real estate 
might look like post-lock-
down. 
 Much has changed this 
past year, but not as many 
had expected. Instead of a 
pandemic-related slowdown 
with declining prices, the 
market reacted to the initial 
lockdown like a speed-
bump: there was a momen-
tary slowing that quickly 
turned into a pedal-to-the-
metal race to new highs.
 Talking to other Realtors, 
many agree some changes 
have been for the better. 
As we begin moving into 
a relaxed phase, some are 
hoping some of the new 

practices stick for good.
 ZOOM Meetings
 While many real estate 
companies had virtual 
capabilities prior to the pan-
demic, clients frequently 
wanted in-person touches. 
The pandemic forbade most 
in-person visits, and so 
listing presentations moved 
online to ZOOM, along 
with updates, offer discus-
sions and more. 
 Many clients now feel 
more comfortable with 
ZOOM, and it is anticipated 
that a higher percentage 
of future meetings will be 
online.
 Scheduled Showings
 In order to funnel as 
many buyers as possible 
through properties with 
COVID-guidelines in place, 
visits were limited to 15-30 
minute tightly scheduled 
appointments. Additionally, 
a PEAD form had to be sent 
in advance. 
 Both listing agents and 
clients alike liked this 
approach, since it gave a 
very clear idea of activity 
and made sure full con-
tact info was available for 
follow up. Buyers and their 
agents appreciated it as well 
since they knew no one else 
would be in the home with 
them. It has been suggested 
that this format be retained 

instead of returning to open 
houses.
 Restricted Showings
 Sellers, worried about 
excessive exposure with 
people touring their homes, 
limited access to those 
who were pre-approved 
and could actually buy 
the home. This meant that 
looky-loos just touring for 
fun were not allowed in. 
This trend may continue 
in the future, with curious 
non-buyer access being lim-
ited to their mobile devices.
 No Children Allowed
 One clear Covid directive 
was “No children allowed.” 
If you ever attended an 
open house and experienced 
unattended children running 
rampant through the home, 
this rule is highly appealing 
and might be worth keeping 
in place going forward.
 3D Tours
 Considered a luxury item 
before the pandemic, usage 
has dramatically increased 
and has made virtual show-
ings much more effective.
 These are a few of the 
changes we have seen with 
Covid-19 – the jury is out 
to see which may become 
permanent practices.
 Carl Medford is a li-
censed Realtor with Keller 
Williams Realty and a li-
censed general contractor. 
This article is sponsored by 
the Central County Market-
ing Association.

By Buzz Bertolero
Special to the Times

Change Tomato Plant Location

A

Q We’ve been planting 
a vegetable garden 
for a long time, 

but the tomato plants have 
looked very sad in the past 
few years. The garden is in 
the same spot, but we always 
add fresh soil and mix it 
with the old soil. How often 
should we be watering the 
tomato plants? 

The vegetable garden 
location doesn’t need 
to change from year 

to year, but where you plant 
your tomatoes does. 
 Verticillium Wilt is a soil-
borne vascular disease that 
can’t be treated. Rotating the 
location of the plants and 
planting resistant varieties, 
are the two cultural practices 
recommend. 

 There is no simple answer 
as to how often to water to-
mato plants. There are far too 
many variables that influence 
the frequency, like tempera-
ture, size of the plants, soil 
type, and how quickly the 
soil drains.
 This is compounded by the 
multitude of microclimates 
we have. Also, we fall into 
a rut and water our tomato 
plants in August as we did in 
May. 
 Since watering tomatoes 
is an inexact science, here is 
one method you can use to 
determine what is the best 
watering schedule for your 
tomatoes: Water your plants 
thoroughly like you usually 
would do, mark the date 
on a calendar, and record 
the afternoon temperature. 
The plants are not watered 
again until they begin to 
wilt. When the plant’s wilt, 
you again mark the date and 
temperature on a calendar, 
water the plants, and wait for 
them to wilt. 
 You now take the data and 
average the length of time it 
took for the plant to wilt and 
the average temperatures. 
This information answers 

the question of how often do 
I water my tomato plants. I 
water my plants’ X’ (number 
of days before the plant’s 
wilt) minus one day when the 
temperature average is ‘Y.’ 
‘X’ and ‘Y’ become the norm 
for your yard. 
 You then adjust the wa-
tering schedule based on the 
norm. When it gets hotter, 
you shorten up the frequency 
or lengthen it out when it gets 
cooler. In small vegetable 
gardens, combining tomatoes 
with peppers, squash, and 
cucumbers can be a problem. 
Tomatoes are overwatered 
more times than not. 
 Buzz Bertolero is an Ad-
vanced  California Certified 
Nursery Professional. The 
Dirt Gardener’s website is 
www.dirtgardener.
com and ques-
tions can be sent 
by email to buzz@
dirtgardener.com.

BUZZ BERTOLERO

THE
DIRT

GARDENER

3 Bedrooms 2 & 1/2 Bathrooms. Tastefully updated Condo in the Gated Community of 
Marina Seagate. Brand New Engineered Santos Mahogany Flooring, Ceasarstone Kitchen 
Counters, Newer Appliances, 2 Garages, Tiled Patio and Move-In Ready! Adjacent to the 
Monarch Bay Golf Club. Enjoy the Tennis, Bocce Ball  & Basketball Courts, Spas, Sauna 
& Swimming Pool - close to Transportation, Restaurants, Shops, the Marina & the Kaiser 
Facility. Asking Price $628,000

HOME SWEET HOME! 
14234 Outrigger Drive • San Leandro

"Trust a Professional Who Cares"
For more information, call Tere Lee, CRS, of United Brokers Real Estate at 510-305-8827.
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RECENT HOME SALES
Castro Valley ————————
21468 Outlook Court  94546: $508,500 4 BD - 2,321 SF - 1958  
1718 Knox Street  94546: $775,000 3 BD - 1,116 SF - 1941  
22245 North 6th Street  94546: $845,000
22243 North 6th Street  94546: $850,000
19065 Carlton Avenue  94546: $1,007,000 2 BD - 1,385 SF - 1960  
3218 Lenard Drive  94546: $1,025,000 3 BD - 1,508 SF - 1967  
TOTAL SALES: 8 
LOWEST AMOUNT: $508,500 MEDIAN AMOUNT: $847,500
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,025,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $838,187

San Leandro ————————
1502 136th Avenue   94578: $300,000 2 BD - 811 SF - 1970  
14820 Wake Avenue 94578: $650,000 2 BD - 1,018 SF - 1945  
2439 Ranspot Drive 94578: $750,000 1,959 SF - 1975  
1999 Wayne Avenue  94577: $765,000 3 BD - 1,115 SF - 1952  
1838 Arena Street  94579: $860,000 3 BD - 1,169 SF - 1956  
2027 Gulfstream Way  94579: $1,100,000 5 BD - 2,820 SF - 1997  
2001 Clipper Court  94579: $1,100,000 4 BD - 2,820 SF - 1996  
972 Estudillo Avenue  94577: $1,156,000 3 BD - 2,126 SF - 1939  
965 Lee Avenue  94577: $1,270,000 3 BD - 2,489 SF - 1927  
TOTAL SALES: 9 
LOWEST AMOUNT: $300,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT: $860,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,270,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $883,444

San Lorenzo ————————
891 Videll Street  94580: $650,000 3 BD - 1,034 SF - 1951  
463 Crespi Place  94580: $731,000 4 BD - 1,814 SF - 2004  
765 Delano Street  94580: $800,000 4 BD - 1,890 SF - 1952  
TOTAL SALES: 3 
LOWEST AMOUNT: $650,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT: $731,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $800,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $727,000

 Mortgage rates unexpect-
edly dropped last week for 
the third week in a row, this 
time dipping below 3% for 
the first time since February, 
according to Freddie Mac’s 
weekly nationwide survey.
 Thirty-year fixed-rate 
mortgages averaged 2.97 
percent for the week ending 
April 22, down from the pre-
vious week when it averaged 
3.04 percent. A year ago at 
this time, the 30-year rate 
averaged 3.33 percent.
 Fifteen-year fixed-rate 
mortgages averaged 2.29 per-
cent, down from 2.35 percent.  
 Five-year hybrid adjust-
able-rate mortgages (ARMs) 
averaged 2.83 percent, up 
from 2.80 percent. 
 “The drop in mortgage 
rates is good news for home-
owners who are still looking 
to take advantage of the very 
low rate environment,” said 
Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s 
Chief Economist. “Our 
research suggests that lower 
income and minority home-
owners have been less likely 
to engage in the refinance 
market. Low and declining 
mortgage rates provide these 
homeowners the opportunity  
to reduce their monthly 
payment and improve their 
financial position.”

By Buzz Bertolero
Special to the Times

No Soft Drinks for Plants

A

Q Is it advisable to 
water plants with left-
over soft drinks? Are 

there any beneficial nutrients 
for plants?

Basically, sugary 
sodas do not aid in a 
plant’s development 

and, in fact, high sugar 
content retards the absorp-
tion of nutrients and water. 
So, frequent applications are 

Mortgage 
Rates Dip 
Below 3%

discouraged. Diet sodas may 
help stimulate plant growth 
since the lack of sugar will 
easily allow the water mol-
ecules to move to the roots. 
However, the effects of diet 
soda and plants are generally 
negligible over tap water and 
far more costly. 
 Club soda and carbonated 
flavored water seem to ben-
efit from their high concen-
tration of nutrients favored 
for plant growth. While 
water is the best choice for 

plants, carbonated water or 
soda will certainly not harm 
your plants and may even 
result in larger, healthier, and 
more vividly green plants.  
(The internet was helpful in 
answering this question. )
 Buzz Bertolero is an Ad-
vanced  California Certified 
Nursery Professional. The 
Dirt Gardener’s website is 
www.dirtgardener.com and 
questions can be sent by 
email to buzz@dirtgardener.
com.

BUZZ BERTOLERO

THE
DIRT

GARDENER

WEEKEND WEEKEND 
GARDENERGARDENER
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PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 51015% %%
OFF OFFOFF

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

1-510-690-8920CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally in-
stalled gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full 
warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 
218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  
License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# 
C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

 Propagate Plants
 This is a good time to root cuttings of carnations, fuch-
sias and geraniums in moist sand, or a mixture of sand and 
vermiculite. If you are pruning these plants, use the tips for 
new plants.

 Yellowing Foliage
 Look for signs of chlorosis—yellowing leaves on azaleas, 
gardenias, rhododendrons and star jasmine. Wet soil or a pH 
that is too high or too low renders iron unavailable to the 
plants, yellowing the leaves between green veins. Now’s the 
time to take quick action. Spray water-soluble chelated mi-
cronutrient fertilizer on the foliage. This works best on young 
leaves that are still growing. For longer-lasting results, work 
iron sulfate or sulfur into the top layer of soil.

 Snails and Slugs
 These slimy little devils are out in force this spring. Protect 
seedlings by sprinkling the garden just before dusk. Then, 
after dark, take a flashlight and handpick them of the leaves 
and put them in a plastic bag. Crush the bag and put the dead 
snails and slugs into your compost pile. This is a way to get 
rid of them without using chemical baits that eventually find 
their way into the Bay. 

By Buzz Bertolero
Special to the Times

Germinating Seeds
AQ I’ve been unsuccess-

ful in getting flower 
seeds to germinate. 

Seeds were placed in peat 
pots loosely filled with pot-
ting soil about a quarter of 
an inch deep and watered. 
The pots were re-watered 
about every other day. 
After three weeks, no signs 
of life. What am I doing 
wrong?

I’m not sure exactly 
what’s going on, but 
I have a couple of 
suggestions when you 

attempt this again. 
 Dry, loose soil can be hard 
to wet. So before sowing 
the seed, I’d pre-moisten the 
soil. But first, press or tamp 
down the soil in the pots, so 
it’s firm. This will remove 
any of the large air pockets. 
Also, you will find that it’s 
easier to wet the soil. I’d use 

a pencil to sow the seed to 
create a hole in the moist soil 
and then drop in the seed. 
  Buzz Bertolero is an Ad-
vance California Certified 
Nursery Professional. The 
Dirt Gardener’s website is 
www.dirtgardener.com and 
questions can be sent by 
email to buzz@
dirtgardener.com  
or on Facebook 
at Facebook.com/
Buzz.Bertolero

BUZZ BERTOLERO

THE
DIRT

GARDENER

Call: Mary Florence
510-861-3270 Or

Linda Nakhai
510-915-1513

TO ADVERTISE

WWW.EBPUBLISHING.COM

Carrie Miles, Realtor • 510-735-5223
BRE # 01909263 • milescarrie@yahoo.com

Realtors
Seller or Buyer?

In this heated market professional guidance
and counseling are paramount!

Sellers - preparation, pricing & marketing are key
Buyers - you can succeed in a multiple-offer market
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The Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts helped with the Manor Boulevard clean-up on March 27, 
organized by City Councilman Bryan Azevedo. The scouts said they enjoyed being a part of 
improving the neighborhood and town. The scouts in the picture are with Boy Scout Troop 
5555, plus a member of Girl Scout Troop 30099 – Michael Silva, Justin Kwan, Spencer Darone, 
Avery Darone (Girl Scout), Adriel Macapagal, Christopher Bradshaw, and Wyatt Turner.

Drought: Just the first stage 
continued from front page

A stolen car crashed into Root 
Park and damaged the wooden can-
opy on Sunday. 

Luckily, the vehicle didn’t dam-
age the Statue of the Portuguese 
Immigrant, but came within a couple 

The U.S. Gas station at 1995 
Washington Avenue was robbed by 
a man with a gun on Sunday. 

The suspect pointed a handgun 
at the clerk and demanded money, 
according to Lt. Ali Khan of the San 

Stolen Car Crashes into Root Park

A stolen car crashed into Root Park on East 14th Street on Sunday and damaged the wooden 
canopy next to the Statue of the Portuguese Immigrant. 

PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES

of feet before hitting the wooden 
supports of the canopy. 

The stolen car was involved in a 
robbery pursuit, according to Lt. Ali 
Khan of the San Leandro police. The 
pursuit started near Washington and 

139th avenues, but police called off 
the chase due to unsafe speeds. 

The vehicle later turned up in the 
collision at Root Park at East 14th 
Street and Dan Niemi Way. 

– By Jim Knowles

Leandro police. 
The clerk opened the drawer 

and the suspect removed the money 
and fled. 

The suspect was described as a 
white male in his 50s, 6 feet tall and 

thin build. 
The suspect fled to a vehicle 

parked next door at the car wash, 
Khan said. There was no description 
of the vehicle. 

– By Jim Knowles

Armed Robber Hits Gas Station

Scouts Pitch In on Manor Cleanup

Thirty-two members of the 
Hayward Arts Council are fea-
turing a variety of media in-
cluding acrylics, watercolors, 
oils, textiles, mixed assemblage, 

poetry, photography, mixed me-
dia, digital print, paper cut art, 
and ink. 

To view this exhibition, visit 
haywardartscouncil.org.

Hayward Arts Council Features
Variety of Media in Online Exhibit

municipalities to reduce usage by 
those who may not have individual 
water meters.

EBMUD’s drought guidelines 

have 5 stages. 
We have been in “Stage 0,” mean-

ing there was no drought. Stages 2, 3, 
and 4 require increasing mandatory 
reductions.  

INQUIRING REPORTER
Would you go into outer space?             
                   — Asked around town 

I don’t think so. I’m not a 
young guy anymore. I keep 

my feet planted on Earth.
Gary Green

and Bella
San Leandro

Yes, I think I would, because I think 
we could start all over and show 
concern for one another. We’re all 
the same, the same organs, kidneys, 
heart. We should all get along. It’s 
God’s plan. 
Elna Lethridge
Oakland

I guess so, if it was possible. But 
I’m thinking that a younger per-
son has a better chance of going.

George O’Neill
San Leandro

No, because I don’t know what’s 
out there. I deal with what I know. 

Plus, if something goes wrong, 
there’s nothing, no air. There’s no 

room for error. 
Teresa Cooley

Oakland

No, because we watched the 
Challenger launch when I 
was in the third grade and it 
was traumatizing.
Charleen Cohen
Oakland



510-483-0123510-483-0123
www.santos-robinson.com
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FUNERAL AND CREMATIONFUNERAL AND CREMATION
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

Traditional Services • Cremation Options
Pre-Arrangements

Serving All Faiths and Cultures

SANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARYSANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARY

FAMILY
OWNED

Supporting Local Churches and Families for Over 90 Years

FILED                         MARCH 12, 2021
MELISSA WILK                  County Clerk

ALAMEDA COUNTY
By----------, Deputy
FILE NO. 577165

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code 

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
DrySwings located at 492 Mitchell Avenue, 
San Leandro, CA 94577, in Alameda County, 
is hereby registered by the following own-
er(s): Joshua Nathaniel Silva, 492 Mitchell 
Avenue, San Leandro CA 94577. This busi-
ness is conducted by an individual. This busi-
ness commenced N/A.
/s/ Joshua Nathaniel Silva
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated 
by file stamp above.
Expires MARCH 12, 2026

APR 08, 15, 22, 29, 2021
334-SLT

FILED                         MARCH 17, 2021
MELISSA WILK                  County Clerk

ALAMEDA COUNTY
By----------, Deputy
FILE NO. 577274

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code 

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Cherryland Grocery located at 688 Blos-
som way, Hayward, CA 94541, in Alameda 
County, is hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): John Anh Duong, 19049 Hampton 
Place, Hayward, CA 94541. This business is 
conducted by an individual. This business 
commenced 02-23-2016.
/s/ John Anh Duong
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated 
by file stamp above.
Expires MARCH 17, 2026

APR 08, 15, 22, 29, 2021
337-SLT

FILED                            APRIL 07, 2021
MELISSA WILK                  County Clerk

ALAMEDA COUNTY
By----------, Deputy
FILE NO. 578016

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code 

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Grace Cleanings located at 1600 Grand Ave 
Apt 23, San Leandro, CA 94577, in Alameda 
County, is hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): Tania Alejandra Orozco Mares, 
1600 Grand Ave Apt 23, San Leandro, 
CA 94577. This business is conducted by 
an individual. This business commenced 
03/12/2021.
/s/ Tania Alejandra Orozco Mares
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated 
by file stamp above.
Expires APRIL 07, 2026

APR 22, 29, MAY 06, 13, 2021
340-SLT

FILED                            APRIL 14, 2021
MELISSA WILK                  County Clerk

ALAMEDA COUNTY
By----------, Deputy
FILE NO. 578140

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code 

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Evana Music located at 1522 Dennis Ave-
nue, San Leandro, CA 94578, in Alameda 
County, is hereby registered by the following 
owner(s): Chelsea Randall, 1522 Dennis Av-
enue, San Leandro, CA 94578. This business 
is conducted by an individual. This business 
commenced N/A.
/s/ Chelsea Randall
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated 
by file stamp above.
Expires APRIL 14, 2026

APR 29, MAY 06, 13, 20, 2021
345-SLT

Lois J. Ackroyd, 98, passed 
away of natural causes in her home 
on April 7, 2021. Lois was born in  
Oakland and resided most of her life  
in San Leandro. She was employed  
by Caterpillar for close to 40 years.  
During her retirement, Lois found joy 
in bowling, dancing at the Hayward  
Senior Center, taking group bus trips 
to casinos, getting together monthly  
for lunch with her sisters, and  
pampering her much loved cat, Callie.

Lois was preceded in death by her husband, Harold, and 
sister, Helen Knowles.  She leaves behind her  step-daughter 
Conley Sakas, sisters Dolores Jones, Margie Joaquin (Lee 
Scott) and a number of nieces and nephews. 

The family wishes to express its heartfelt gratitude for 
the outstanding service provided by her caregiver, Kalisi 
Toli, which allowed Lois to remain in the comfort of her 
own home.  

At Lois’ request, there will be no services.

Lois J. Ackroyd

Marie Watson
March 13, 1921 ~ April 18, 2021

Meta Marie Watson passed away on Sunday, April 18, 2021 surrounded by her daughters.  
She had recently celebrated her 100th birthday with family.

Marie was born in Oakland, California and graduated from Castlemont High School. She 
met Jack Watson during high school and they later married in 1941. They lived with her  
mother in Oakland while starting their family of two daughters. During this time, Jack was 
busy working and building their home on Cherokee Avenue in Oakland.  The house was perfect 
because it included a large garden – Marie’s favorite activity. She was known for spending her 
time tending the garden and flowers. Later a third daughter joined the family and they moved 
to San Leandro in 1963.

Marie later became the office manager at First United Methodist Church and worked there 
for over 25 years. She became active around San Leandro, especially after she retired. She  
volunteered at city hall in several departments, participated in the San Leandro Historical  
Society, Estudillo Homeowners’ Association, and Friends of the Library as well as many  
other activities. Gardening was still her favorite hobby and she enjoyed gardening at her home 
along with her church and one of her favorite places – the Little Brown Church behind the 
Casa Peralta.  She would take slips of plants, create starters, and transplant them anywhere that 
needed plants. Many of the flowers still growing there today were planted by Marie.

Marie found the greatest joy in her family. She lived her life simply and she loved her  
independence. She enjoyed driving her stick shift car and only stopped driving when she had 
to have surgery at 94 years old!  She loved driving to Yosemite and hiking for days. Her  
“special friend” was the enormous tree that grew in her front yard. She lived on Glen Drive and 
later became known as the “Glen Drive Grandmother” and was honored as the July 4th parade 
marshal one year. And even in her 90s, neighbors would see her outside tending her garden 
every day. She will be remembered by so many for her love of Sunday dinners, martinis on 
Christmas Eve, her apple pie, dark chocolate, endless pots of coffee, and her roses, Fuchsias 
and Coral Belles growing in her garden. 

Marie is survived by her daughters JoAnn Horton (Phil), Barbara Maroni, and Jacqui Diaz 
(Loren), her grandchildren Philip Horton (JulieBeth), Kim Cirinccione (Mark), Joseph Diaz, 
Marie Diaz and Juliana Diaz, and great grandchild Hazel Horton. She was deeply loved and 
cared for by Ana Luti Kula and her family (Ana, Pauline, Mary, Lita).

Plant a garden, raise a glass of wine, toast to a life well lived, and be grateful for all that 
you have been given.  She would tell you to go “make your own fun” and enjoy your life!  

Thanks Mom, you’ll always be in our hearts.

510-633-9985

Sara L. Ennor
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or faxed to 510-483-4209. Please include your phone number. For further assistance, call 510-614-1555.Dusan Velebit

Dusan Velebit, a resident of San 
Leandro, passed away on April 17, 
2021 with his loving wife Anita by his 
side.  Dusan was born in France. He 
met his wife in Croatia and they came 
to the United States in 1969.  

He was a loyal member of The  
Carpenter Union Local 2336 for 51 
years. Dusan enjoyed music, traveling 
and barbecuing with friends.  

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Anita and his 
brother Miloraol Velebit he is also survived by Anita’s  
family in Europe, and many family and friends in Croatia 
and Europe. Dusan was a wonderful husband and friend and 
he will be missed tremendously.  

A private  funeral services will be held on Saturday, 
May 8, 2021. Arrangements by Santos-Robinson Mortuary,  
510-483-0123.

WEAR
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MASK
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A Bay Area man who de-
veloped a rare blood clot two 
weeks after receiving the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
is recuperating at University 
of California, San Francisco.

The man, in his 30s, was 
admitted last Wednesday after 
suffering back and leg pains. 
UCSF said he is making good 
progress and is expected to be 
discharged in a few days.

This is the first case in 
which a man has experienced 
rare blood clots after being vac-
cinated with the J&J vaccine.

An 11-day pause on the 
single-shot vaccine was lifted 
this past Friday after scientific 
advisers decided its benefits 
far outweigh the rare risk of 
blood clots, opening the way 
for resumption of the vaccine 
in California.

Eight Bay Area counties 
have issued a statement in 
support of local health pro-
viders resuming their use of 
the vaccine.

Mean t ime ,  S t an fo rd , 
the University of California 
and Cal State University an-
nounced last week that they 
will require Covid vaccinations 
for all on-campus students, fac-
ulty and staff this fall once the 

The downtown branch of 
the Hayward Public Library, 
888 C St. in Hayward, will 
reopen for limited walk-in 
services on Monday, May 3.

Through the new Express 
walk-in service, library users 
will be able to enter the down-
town branch during 2-hour, 
limited-capacity sessions and 
will be required to follow all 

safety protocols, including 
social distancing and mask 
requirements.

Express services include 
self-service check-out of ma-
terials and hold pick-ups; new 
library cards and payment of 
charges; computer use for a 
maximum of one hour per 
day; browsing the collection; 
reference assistance; self-ser-

Hayward Library to Re-open Monday
vice copying, scanning and 
printing; and Wi-Fi access. 
Express hours at the down-
town branch are:

• Monday, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

• Tuesday, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

• Wednesday 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m.

• Saturday, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Bay Area Man Develops 
Blood Clot after J&J Shot

FDA gives formal approval to 
the vaccines, and supplies are 
sufficiently available.

Currently, the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech and Moderna vaccines 
are being distributed under 
emergency use authorization. 
Health experts expect full ap-
proval of at least one of them 

by the fall.
CDC researchers have 

found no evidence to date that 
either the Moderna or Pfizer 
vaccines posed serious risks 
during pregnancy.

Vaccinations are 10 per-
cent higher for women than 
men nationwide.

This Day in History 
April 29

1429 - Joan of Arc led 
Orleans, France, to victory 
over Britain. 

1661 - The Chinese Ming 
dynasty occupied Taiwan. 

1813 - Rubber was patent-
ed by J.F. Hummel. 
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Class: Students have their temperature taken before entering school 
continued from front page

The Johnson Family – Ronnie, Rickie, Christina and Ian – goes back to school, 
in front of Washington School, 250 Dutton Ave., on April 15.

PHOTO BY MIKE McGUIRE

Make your reservation 
now for the Castro Valley High 

School 50-year Class Reunion 
to be held on Thursday, Sept. 

23, at the Wedgwood Event 
Center, 9430 Fircrest Lane in 
San Ramon, with a social hour 
and no-host bar at 5 p.m. and 
dinner at 6.

RSVP  by next Wednesday, 
April 28, with check ($75 per 
person) and dinner preferences 
(fish, vegetables or beef/chicken 
combo) to: Ginger Rolf, 14564 
P.G. Volcano Road, Pine Grove, 
CA 95665.

Also, let the planners 
know what you want to see 
at the reunion by taking a 
brief survey at:  https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/PS
78ML5.

“    I feel good, 
after all the 
distress of 
Covid, to 
go back 
to living a 
normal life.
— McKinley School parent

Victor Toledo

Reservations Due for Castro Valley 
High School 50-Year Class Reunion

in their class along with stu-
dents in the classroom.

“I’m happy they’re going 
in. The classrooms are safe,” 
said mom Davy Cunningham 
as she dropped her son off at 
Washington School on Dutton 
Avenue. “It was his first day 
inside an actual classroom. 
He’s really excited.” 

At McKinley School on 
East 14th Street, Victor Toledo 
watched his two daughters join 
the lines outside the school. It 
was his younger daughter’s 
first day ever at a school.

“I feel good, after all the 
distress of Covid to go back 
to living a normal life,” To-
ledo said.

He said his children had 
missed friends, and the play-
ground. 

“They were good at home. 
They paid attention to lessons, 
took a break, got a snack, did 
more lessons, and did PE 
online,” Toledo said of his 
daughters.

For the families that chose 
to return in-person, said Moss, 

“Cohort A” students attend 
in-person on Mondays and 
Tuesdays, attending online on 
other days. Cohort B students 
attend in-person on Thursdays 
and Fridays and attend online 

the other three days of the 
week. 

Everybody attends online 
on Wednesdays, when the 
schools are deep-cleaned. On 
other school days there is a 
thorough but less intensive 
cleaning, Moss said. 

The schools keep track of 

who sat where, according to 
Moss, so that students never 
sit in a seat recently occupied 
by another student. 

Moss said that every school 
had an up-to-date heating and 
ventilation system, purchased 
through school bonds, that 
used the highest-standard air 
filters. 

Before lining up with their 
class and entering the school, 
students get a quick health 
check in front, answering 
questions about any symptoms 
of exposure to Covid. Parents 
submit each student’s tem-
perature every day, and school 
staff take temperatures if the 
record isn’t current.

Those safety precautions 
satisfied one parent who might 
be more health-conscious than 
most. Dr. Christina Johnson, a 
physician, said “We know it’s 
safe inside, and everyone’s 
been vaccinated, my husband, 
myself and everyone inside.” 

She and husband Ian John-
son were picking up their two 
children from Washington 
School on Thursday. Rickie had just finished the first day 

of in-person kindergarten. 
Ronnie, in first grade, had pre-
viously attended in-person be-
fore the pandemic hit last year.

While vaccines for chil-
dren have not yet been ap-
proved, Dr. Johnson said she 
hoped their children were 

among the first to get shots. 
Johnson said the last year 

had been tough, with her go-
ing in to work in especially 
stressful times for physicians. 
Ian Johnson, who had worked 
from home, ran the “daddy day 
school,” he said. 

Both children said they en-

joyed their first day of in-per-
son school this year. Ronnie 
said his favorite part of the day 
was watching an educational 
video. 

Christina Johnson sighed 
and said, “A year of screens 
and his favorite thing was a 
video!” 

HOROSCOPE by Salomé © 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

ARIES (March 21 - April 19): Temper your typical Aries urge to charge 
into a situation and demand answers. Instead, let the Lamb’s gentler self 
emerge to deal with a problem that requires delicacy.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): You are aware of what’s going on, so 
continue to stand by your earlier decision, no matter how persuasive the counter-
arguments might be. Money pressures will soon ease.

GEMINI (May 21 - June 20): By all means, have fun and enjoy your 
newly expanded social life. But don’t forget that some people are depending on 
you to keep promises that are very important to them. 

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): You need to wait patiently for an answer 
to a workplace problem and not push for a decision. Remember: Time is on your 
side. A financial matter needs closer attention.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): You now have information that can influence 
that decision you planned to make. But the clever Cat will consult a trusted 
friend or family member before making a major move.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): Good news: You’re finding that more 
doors are opening for you to show what you can do, and you don’t even have 
to knock very hard to get the attention you’re seeking.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22): Your gift for creating order out of chaos 
will help you deal with a sudden rush of responsibilities that would threaten 
someone less able to balance his or her priorities.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21): Congratulations. Your 
energy levels are coming right back up to normal -- just in time to help you tackle 
some worthwhile challenges and make some important choices. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21):  The sage Sagittarian should 
demand a full explanation of inconsistencies that might be cropping up in 
what had seemed to be a straightforward deal.. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): A conflict between obligations to 
family and to the job can create stressful problems. Best advice: Balance your 
dual priorities so that one doesn’t outweigh the other.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18): Don’t guess, speculate or gossip 
about that so-called mystery situation at the workplace. Bide your time. An 
explanation will be forthcoming very soon.
 
PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20): Boredom might be creeping in and 
causing you to lose interest in a repeat project. Deal with it by flipping over your 
usual routine and finding a new way to do an old task.

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

ANSWERS

*Requires a 36-month monitoring contract. Minimum purchase of $599 and upgrade required. 
Early term. and installation fees apply. For full terms and pricing see reverse.

Seeing is believing.
Get 2 security cameras 
installed FREE*.
ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your 
loved ones are safe –  whether you’re out and about or in the next room.

FREE
*

2 cameras 
installed

*ADT Video Doorbell AND Outdoor Camera Professionally Installed Free: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $56.99/mo. with QSP (24-month monitoring contract in California, total fees from $1,367.76), 
and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. O� er includes installation of one (1) video doorbell camera AND one (1) outdoor camera with minimum purchase price of $599 after promo is applied depending on geographic location. 
Applicable taxes extra. Upon early termination by Customer, ADT may charge 75% of the monthly service charges due for the balance of the initial contract term. Quality Service Plan (QSP) is ADT’s Extended Limited 
Warranty. Service and installation charges vary depending on system con� guration, equipment, and services selected. Expires 7/15/2021.
Interactive Services: ADT Command Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Command”) helps you manage your home environment and family lifestyle. Requires purchase of an ADT alarm system with 36-month monitoring 
contract ranging from $45.99-$59.99/mo. with QSP (24-month monitoring contract in California, total fees ranging $1,103.76-$1,439.76), enrollment in ADT EasyPay, and a compatible device with Internet and email 
access. These interactive services do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Command equipment. All ADT Command services are not available 
with all interactive service levels. All ADT Command services may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the interactive service 
features you desire.
General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm veri� cation. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be required. Prices and o� ers subject to change 
and may vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required. Simulated screen images and photos are for illustrative purposes only. 
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/or registered marks. Unauthorized use is strictly 
prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, 
F1640, F1643, F1654, F1655; MA 172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North Carolina, 7535P2, 7561P2, 7562P10, 7563P7, 7565P1, 7566P9, 7564P4; NY 12000305615; PA 09079, MS 15019511.
 DF-CD-NP-Q221

Call today to speak with a home security expert

1-510-690-8884
O� er expires: 7/15/2021

FREE*
$200 value

ADT HD Outdoor Camera
installed free

*Requires a 36-month monitoring contract. 
Minimum purchase of $599 and upgrade 
required. Early term. and installation fees 
apply. For full terms and pricing see below.

Motion activated
Senses motion outside your home 
and sends video clips automatically 
to your phone. 

Crisp, clear images
Get HD quality video, even in dark 
or low-light environments.

FREE*
$200 value

ADT Video Doorbell
Camera installed free

*Requires a 36-month monitoring contract. 
Minimum purchase of $599 and upgrade 
required. Early term. and installation fees 
apply. For full terms and pricing see below.

Mobile App
Access your feed and stored video 
clips from anywhere via the ADT 
mobile app.

Two-way audio
Chat with visitors at your door in 
real-time.
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