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Yet there were many years

As today’s commuters scramble for
seats on crowded Bay Area Rapid Transit
(BART) trains, it’s hard to imagine a time
before the BART system even existed.

— particular-

From left, BART former public information chief and author Mike Healy with ad man Eddie Spizel and comedian
Henny Youngman prepare to shoot a commercial for the “Take Your BART, Please” ridership campaign in 1988.

Spokesman Compiles BART’s Highs, Lows

By Linda Sandsmark

ly in the 1970s

Area transit.

—when BART riders were
scarce and funding even scarcer.

In fact, during the 1960s when the
system was conceived and constructed,
many locals questioned the wisdom of even
building what is now the backbone of Bay

<
PHOTO COURTESY OF MIKE HEALY AND HEYDAY BOOKS

BART’s longtime spokesman Michael
C.Healy — nicknamed “Mr. BART” — has
penned a new book about BART’s history,
from its conception through the present day.

BART, The Dramatic History of the Bay
Area Rapid Transit System contains enough

see BART, page 6

Hesperian School Goes Organic

By Jim Knowles

San Leandro Times

The students at Hesperian
Elementary School didn’t need
pencils and paper for their latest
assignment.

They used shovels and buck-
ets, turning Hesperian into the
greenest school around.

On the Monday holiday for
Martin Luther King’s birthday,
Hesperian School was a buzzing
with kids, teachers and parents.
They turned the old, dilapidated
garden into a beautiful space,
covered with mulch and planter

boxes.

“The garden was all weeds |

and we’re making it more pret-
ty,” said fourth-grader Alberto
Aguilar, who added, “You need
compost to make vegetables.”

Hesperian School, on Drew
Street in San Leandro, is now
recycling and composting all its
waste, t0o.

“Our school was throwing
everything into the garbage,
but now all our waste is sepa-

PHOTO BYJ M KNOWLFS

see GARDEN, page 8 Students dig compost for garden at Hesperian School.

EBMUD
Water Floods
Golf Course

Redwood Canyon Golf Course
natural flood plain for excess water
By Amy Sylvestri

San Leandro Times

During last week’s heavy
rains, the East Bay Municipal
Utility District (EBMUD) made
the decision to release water from
the Upper San Leandro Reservoir
and flood a golf course in order to
prevent harm to a dam.

The course flooded on Jan.
23, which is designed to happen
when EBMUD need to release a
lot of water from the reservoir.

But the Redwood Canyon
Golf Course was almost back to
business as usual by this Tuesday
morning with select holes open
for play as the course dried out.

The front nine and a couple
of holes on the back nine are
playable, according to Redwood
Canyon general manager Jake
Stewart. And the restaurant, pro
shop, bar and grill, and driving
range are all open during normal
business hours.

“There are still parts of the
course that are flooded,” said
Stewart. “It’s unfortunate but
Mother Nature is Mother Na-
ture.”

Now, Stewart says it’s simple
a matter of waiting for the land to
dry. He said there has only been
minimal damage to the course.

The Upper San Leandro Res-
ervoir is in the Oakland hills and
water from the reservoir flows
down into Lake Chabot though
San Leandro Creek.

The flooding happened be-

cause the Upper San Leandro
Reservoir had neared its capac-
ity of 42,000 acre-feet. Water
had to be released though the
San Leandro Creek which runs

see GOLF COURSE, page 14

Pols, Citizens
Disagree on
Eden Health

By Amy Sylvestri

San Leandro Times

Politicians ranging from San
Leandro Mayor Pauline Cutter, to
Alameda County Supervisor Wil-
ma Chan, to Assemblymember
Rob Bonta have made it clear that
they want to dissolve the Eden
Township Healthcare District
(ETHD) and have its funding
absorbed by the county.

But citizens of the unincor-
porated areas say the ETHD is
vital in making sure people in
Castro Valley and San Lorenzo
are represented just as well as
people in cities like Hayward and
San Leandro.

Castro Valley resident Elke
Sommer said that the various
politicians and agencies trying

see EDEN, page 14
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City Council Chambers, City Hall,
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Welcome the Year
Of the Rooster On
Saturday at Library

The San Leandro Public Li-
brary invites everyone to a Lunar
New Year celebration on Satur-
day, Feb. 4, from 2 to 4 p.m. in
the Karp/Estudillo rooms at the
Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave.
Admission is free.

Welcome the Year of the
Rooster with fun crafts, beauti-
ful music, exciting dancing, and
lion dancers. The performances
scheduled for this celebration
will delight guests of all ages and
include the lion dancers of Vovi-
nam Viet-Do-Dao of San Jose,
Alex the Master Magician and
dancers from the Thai Cultural
Council of Berkeley.

Free Asian craft-making ses-
sions for children will be hosted
by the Asian Community Cultural
Association (ACCA) of San
Leandro. Beverages and snacks

will be available for purchase.

Chinese Fashion Show

Preceding this program in
the same rooms from 1 to 2 p.m.
will be a free fashion show of
costumes direct from China that
will be hosted by the ACCA.
This collection of 56 beautiful
costumes represents the diverse
cultures and minority groups of
China.

The collection was donated
by Yu Chen Wu Yue Clothing &
Accessories Co., Ltd. Of Beijing,
China and was organized by the
San Leandro Public Library,
Dasen American Academy and
the ACCA.

A free exhibit of some of
these costumes will be on display
in the Main Library’s atrium
through Feb. 20.

2/15/17 and get 10% off your
¢ Individual * Corporate

9 °
It's Tax Time!
Get the Most fro’m Your Tax Refund 'n% p
New Clients only! % 1

Drop Off your complete tax information by

NEEKA ACCOUNTANCY
CORPORATION, CPAs

510-483-0145 ¢ 420 Estudillo Ave., San Leandro
www.neekacorporation.com

tax preparation.
¢ Partnership ¢ Trusts

2016 Lewelling Bivd

LIVING TRUST

GIVE MORE TO YOUR LOVED ONES!

Grant Deeds
Power of Attorney - Wills & Trust Services

DP LEGAL SOLUTIONS

(510) 346-5686 | www.dplegalsolutions.com

We are a Legal Document Preparation Firm, providing self-help services
at your direction. We are not attorneys and don't provide legal advice.
Alameda LDA# 134

., San Leandro, CA 94579

Alan Coyne appears in Charley’s Aunt 66 at the Douglas Morrisson Theatre Feb. 9

through March 5.

Playwright Re-imagines Classic
Farce With a Modern Twist

The Douglas Morrisson The-
atre presents the world premiere
of a wonderfully silly farce:
Charley’s Aunt 66, freely adapted
by Scott Munson from Brandon
Thomas’ classic Charley’s Aunt,
opening with a preview on Feb. 9.

Artistic Consultant Susan E.
Evans approached the San Jose-
based playwright to take a fresh
look at the classic 1892 farce by
Brandon Thomas. Over the past
nine months the playwright de-
veloped Charley’s Aunt "66 with
the help of DMT artistic staff and
a dedicated group of actors.

Munson transports the origi-

nal play from the hallowed halls
of Oxford to Stanford University
in the psychedelic ‘60s, but the
bones of the plot remain the same:
two college guys scheme to get
their gals (but this time Amy is
Mills pre-law!) - with a little
help from a cross-dressing buddy.

“It was great fun to take on
the challenge of adapting a play
that is so well-known in the
English-speaking theater world,
a mainstay of the stage since
its inception and also a hit film
with the immortal Jack Benny,”
Munson says. “I loved finding
a new way to look at the play

from a uniquely American per-
spective and to reveal something
about us, as Americans, while
remaining true to the spirit of
the original.”

Charley’s Aunt *66 opens
with a preview on Thursday, Feb.
9 at 8 p.m. with shows on Fridays
and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sun-
days at 2 p.m. through March 5.

Tickets are $29. Preview tick-
ets are $10. Discounts available
for seniors, under 30, students
and groups of 10 or more.

The box office number is
881-6777 or go to www.dmton-
line.org.

SL Art Association Elects New Officers

The San Leandro Art Associa-
tion announced its new officers for
2017 with Molly Dolly taking the
help as the association’s president.

Jane Tsushima is vice presi-
dent, Marcia O’Kane is treasurer,
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and Ana Maria Rodriguez is the
recording and corresponding
secretary.

The board members are Rose-
marie Ramos, Ana May Tandi,
Gayle Otvos, Maria Luisa Penaran-

15100 Hesperian Blvd.

da, Kathy Ries, and Janis Cushere.

Officers will be installed
during the regular meeting on
Tuesday, Feb. 7, at 7 p.m. in the
San Leandro Main Library, 300
Estudillo Ave.

Beauty Salon & Day Spa !

o #102 ¢ SanLeandro ¢ 510-481-7888 !
10-MINUTE DRIVE FROM CASTRO VALLEY

Services: Skin Care, Hair Cut, Color, Hilights,

Perm, Permanence Straightening, Waxing,

Pedicure, Manicure, Shellac, Fake Nails,

Foot Reflexology, Body Massage, Body Scrub

OUR CUSTOMERS' #1 CHOICES:
@ 0il Body & Shoulder Massage & Stone Foot Massage
$50 (90 minutes) ¢ $65 (120 minutes)
You can also request warm stones for your whole back
@ Sea Salt Body Scrub & Stone Foot Massage ¢ $60 (90 minutes)

@ Deluxe Pedicure & Warm Stone Massage ¢ $35
Trimming, shaping and cuticle grooming. Parafin treatment with mask and
warm towels. Nourishing, buffing and polishing. Callous treatment with

78
4 i’\‘h\gg

@ Basic Facial: $50/70 minutes
@ Men’s Haircut: $12 & up
® Women'’s Haircut: $20 & up
® Eyebrow Wax: $10 & up
@ Basic Pedicure & Manicure: ..........cccceeeveeeennene $30/person
@ Gel Manicure (Shellac Manicure): .......ceceveereeruceneenes $25/set

PRICES MAY CHANGE AT ANY TIME
www.BeautySalonNdaySpa.com ¢ www.sanleandrofootspa.com
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6,000 years old.

Happy Lunar New Year

In honor of the Lunar New Year, the sixth graders from St. Felicitas visited the Asian
Art Museum in San Francisco last week. The museum has one of the largest Asian
art collections in the world, with more than 18,000 works of art, some as much as

PHOTO COURTESY OF SUSAN DIONISIO

Remembering Civil Rights
Pioneer Fred Korematsu

Monday, Jan. 30, marked
what would have been the 98th
birthday of civil rights activist
Fred Korematsu.

Born in Oakland in 1919,
Korematsu objected to the in-
ternment of Japanese Americans
during World War II. Shortly
after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
issued Executive Order 9066,
which authorized that individuals
of Japanese ancestry living on
the West Coast to be removed
from their homes and forced into
internment camps.

Korematsu challenged the
order and became a fugitive.

Korematsu worked at his
family’s nursery in San Leandro
during high school and when
World War II began, he was
rejected for military service for
medical reasons but trained as
a welder to help the war effort.

After Roosevelt’s executive
order, Korematsu was arrested on
a street corner in San Leandro on
May 30, 1942. He was held at the
Presidio during his trail convicted
in federal court, and then he was
placed in the Central Utah War
Relocation Center where he lived
in a converted horse stall.

His conviction for evading
internment was not overturned

until the 1980s and in 1998, he
was awarded the Presidential
Medial of Freedom, the country’s
highest civil honor.

In the years before his death,
Korematsu, worked with civil
rights groups and wrote two
amicus briefs after the Septem-
ber 11 attacks warning about the
restriction of civil liberties.

Korematsu passed away in
2005 in Marin County.

In 2009, the Fred T. Korem-
atsu Institute was founded in to
carry on Korematsu’s legacy as
a civilian rights advocate and
educator.

In 2011, the state of Califor-
nia named January 30 the “Fred
Korematsu Day of Civil Liberties
and the Constitution.”

In the past few years, eight
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¥, URGENT GAR

I NEW EXTENDED HOURS: M,T.,TH,F 10AM-PM « W 6-9PM « 5/S 2-6PM

I Private, Personal Care

(We don’t store your records on the internet)
| Sorry, no insurance contracts |

1 20100 Lake Chabot Road * Castro Valley |

| 510-914-085

Across the street from |
Eden Hospital

Fred Korematsu

other states have named days in
his honor.

Closer to home, the ninth
grade campus of San Leandro
high school is named after Ko-
rematsu.

Dozens of License Plates Stolen
From Parked Cars in North Area

Thieves have stolen dozens
of license plates from parked cars
in the Broadmoor neighborhood,
San Leandro police say.

There have been 25 reports
of stolen plates in the residential
area since Jan. 21, according to
Lt. Robert McManus of the San
Leandro police.

The license plate thefts have
been going on for a couple of
months in this neighborhood, ac-
cording to Broadmoor residents.
Thefts were first reported in the

San Leandro Times last Decem-
ber (“License Plates Stolen in
Broadmoor,” Dec. 1, 2016).

The plates are stolen when
its dark out and they’ve been
reported stolen from the 700-800
block of Bancroft Avenue, the
500-600 block of Begier Avenue,
the 700 block of Glen Drive,
the 400 block of East Merle
Court, the 500 block of Haas
Avenue, the 900 block of Helen
Avenue, and the 1100 block of
Victoria Court.

Mental Health of Cadet
Murder Suspect Investigated

An Alameda County Superi-
or Court judge has temporarily
halted the criminal proceedings
against a woman accused of kill-
ing her former coworker in order
for the suspect’s mental health to
be evaluated.

Laura Rodgers, 23, is accused
of killing San Leandro resident
and former Alameda County
Sheriff’s Office Explore Karla
Ramirez-Segoviano, 21, last
November.

Ramirez-Segoviano’s body
was found stabbed and burned in
an Oakland park. Rodgers and her
boyfriend Curtys Taylor, 23, were
arrested for the crime.

The victim and Rodgers had
previously worked together at
a fast food restaurant, but no

WATCH
BATTERIES
DONE
RIGHT

ALLPHIN JEWELERS

Since 1923
155 Parrott Street

San Leandro ¢ 357-3442

Wednesday-Friday 11am-5pm
Saturday 11am-4pm

AUTOMOBILE CLASSIFIED ADS

Sell Your Car
Or Truck Now!

Advertise your vehicle for 3 weeks in the San Leandro
Times and 3 weeks in the Castro Valley Forum for...

only

10 words maximum
($1.00 for each additional word)

30

This offer is for private party ads only (no dealers).
and only one item may be listed for sale. You may change the asking
price at anytime (no other changes are allowed). You may cancel your
ad at anytime (there are no refunds available on this $30 special). Other
restrictions may apply. For more information call Patrick at 614-1558.

Items must be priced

motive has been released for the
crime.

Last week, Rodgers’ attorney
told the court that he has trouble
communicating with his client
and asked that she be evaluated
by court-appointed doctors.

“We don’t know why anyone
would steal this many license
plates,” said McManus in a writ-
ten statement. “There could be
many reasons, including selling
them as novelty items, using them
as art, or possibly, attaching them
to cars used in crimes, hoping to
avoid being identified by detec-
tives and escape capture.”

Police encourage anyone who
has also been victimized by this
type of theft, but hasn’t reported
the crime to contact them. Inves-
tigating officers will enter the sto-
len license plates into a national
database which can assist in the
arrest of offenders and recovery
of the stolen plates.

Once the license plate number
are uploaded into the database,
patrol cars equipped with license
plate readers will alert officers.

Anyone with information is
asked to call 577-3230 or the
anonymous tip line at 577-3278.

Man Escapes Custody on 1-880

A man being extradited to
Kentucky escaped custody Tues-
day morning just before 10 a.m.
while he was being driven to San
Francisco International Airport.

Shawn New, 27, got out of a
car driven by Kentucky author-
ities on I-880 near A Street in
Hayward. He is wanted for fraud
and ID theft. Anyone who spots
him is asked to call 911.
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Astra Dental is
here to help!

In the Heart of Downtown San Leandro

DENT AL

299 Juana Avenue, Suite B

hawn New

//////////////////////////////AQ

Introducing
Dr. Pavi

L

iWWWWWWWW

W09

RECLINING CHAIR

WITH
OTTOMAN

Available in Black or
White Bonded
Leathermatch —
2 Pieces

“ SPECIALLY
PRICED AT

*199%

SAVINGS IN ALL DEPARTMENTS!

Dupree:

“Make your house a Dupree’s home”

43
Years
Experience

1900 E. 14th St.  San Leandro
357-3000

www.Duprees-Furniture.com |

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM-6PM * SATURDAY 10AM-5PM * CLOSED SU
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NEIGHBORS

Alta Mira Celebrates 110th Birthday

The Alta Mira Club celebrated its 110th birthday last week with a luncheon and police
Chief Jeff Tudor (at right) was the guest speaker. Tudor talked about growing up
in San Leandro and his work today at the police department. He said community
outreach is important and the department is doing more of that than ever before.
Tudor is shown here with City Manager Chris Zapata, City Councilwoman Corina
Lopez and Alta Mira Club President Gayle Hamilton.

PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES

PARES S ENTERTAINMENT

¢ Chanticleers Theatre

Castro Valley with a tradition-

Neil Simon’s wonderfully fun-
ny farce Rumors, about four
nouveau riche couples at a
party, opens at Chanticleers
Theatre at 3683 Quail Ave. in

al champagne gala on Friday,
Feb. 3 and runs through Feb. 26.
Curtain for Friday and Saturday
evening shows is 8 p.m. Sun-
day matinees start at 2 p.m. (no

HOROSCOPE by Salomé

© 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 19): The changes you've waited to see in
your work situation might not be happening quite as quickly as you’d hoped.
Although the pace is slow, it’s ongoing. Expect to hear news soon.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): You should be feeling very proud of the
fine effort you've made to get that important project done. Now take some
time out to celebrate with family and friends. You've earned it.

GEMINI (May 21 - June 20): You're close to reaching your objectives.
That’s the good news. But be careful: Your aspects show lots of potential
distractions looming. Stay focused and keep your eyes fixed on your goals.

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Be careful not to let that suspicious
Cancerian mind create a problem where none exists. What you might believe
is an act of betrayal could be nothing more than a misunderstanding.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): Your Lion’s heart overflows with self-
confidence. All you need to do is tap into it, and you'll be able to handle any
change that must be made regarding that recent surprise development.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): The need to watch what you say
becomes increasingly crucial this week. Be as temperate as you can with
your comments and avoid arguments for the sake of controversy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22): A longtime family problem presents
new demands. But this time, you won’t have to go it alone: Someone else is
asking to help share your responsibilities. Let it happen.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21): A period of feeling vulnerable
is about to give way to a stronger, more self-confident aspect. Use this new
strength to reaffirm promises you've made to others and yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): A creative dilemma stalls your
progress. Instead of letting it raise your ire, use the time to re-examine your
aims and, perhaps, come up with a new target.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): Your nimble will finds a way for
you to work out those newly emerged problems plaguing your new project.
Stay with it. The results will be well worth your efforts.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18): You might feel overwhelmed at
having to decide which new opportunity you should follow. Best advice:
Check them all out and see which offers what you really want.

PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20): Continue to tread water before you
even consider plunging into something that never seemed quite right. Some
facts will soon emerge that can help you make a decision.

matinee on opening weekend).
Tickets cost $20 on bargain
night Feb. 4; $25 for general
admission; $20 for seniors, stu-
dents and military. To purchase
tickets or for more information,
visit chanticleers.org or call
510-733-5483.

+« Douglas Morrisson Theatre
The world premiere of ‘Char-
ley’s Aunt 66, a wonderfully
silly farce by Scott Munson,
comes to the Douglas Morris-
son Theatre, 22311 N. Third
St. in Hayward, beginning with
a preview on Thursday, Feb. 9.
Opening reception on Feb. 10.
Performances are at 8§ p.m. on
Feb. 9, 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25
and at 2 p.m. on Feb. 12, 19, 25.
For tickets ($10 preview to $29),
call 881-6777 or visit www.dm-
tonline.org.

< C.V. Center for the Arts
Gina Eckstine, daughter of
famed bandleader and singer
Billy Eckstine, brings her own
style to the music scene at the
Castro Valley Center for the
Arts, 19501 Redwood Road
in Castro Valley on Saturday,
Feb. 25, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are
from $17 to $25 and may be pur-
chased online at www.cvarts-
foundation.org; or at the Center
Box Office, 19501 Redwood
Road, Thursdays and Fridays 3
t o 5 p.m., phone 889-8961; or
at the CV Adult School, 4430
Alma Ave.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

« Readers Roundtable

The Readers Roundtable will meet on Saturday,
Feb. 4, at 2 p.m. at the San Leandro Main Li-
brary, 300 Estudillo Ave. The Green Road by
Irish author Anne Enright will be discussed.
All are welcome.

% LD.E.S. of Saint John Lunch & Bingo
I.D.ES. of Saint John, 1670 Orchard Ave. in
San Leandro, will have lunch and bingo on Sat-
urday, Feb.4,at | p.m. Chicken, vegetables and
rice will be served. Lunch is $15 for adults and
$10 for children 6 to 12 and includes three bingo
cards, extra cards are 25 cents apiece. Raffle at
3 p.m. For more information, call Willie Calvo
at 635-6326 or Helder Quadros at 357-5846.

+ Fashion Show at the San Leandro Library
The Asian Community Cultural Association
(ACCA), Desan American Academy and the
San Leandro Library will present a display of 56
traditional costumes from the minority groups
of China. Twenty-four of the colorful costumes
and head pieces will be hung on the second-floor
walls of the San Leandro Main Library, 300
Estudillo Ave., through Feb. 20. The remaining
32 costumes and head pieces will be featured
in a fashion show on Saturday, Feb. 4, from 1
to 1:45 p.m. in the Karp and Estudillo rooms
of the Main Library. Acclaimed local author
Pam Chun will share information about the 56
minority groups. There will be limited seating
at this free event.

+ Diabetes Support Group

The Diabetes Support Group will host cardiol-
ogy specialist Dr. Aditya Jain, M.D. in honor
of heart month to discuss “Keeping Your Heart
Healthy” on Monday, Feb. 6, at 5 p.m. at the
San Leandro Surgery Center, 15035 East 14th
St. in San Leandro.

+ Sons In Retirement Meetings

SIRs, an organization of retired men, meets
on the second Wednesday of each month.
Meetings are held at the Wedgewood Center at
Metropolitan Golf Links, 10051 Doolittle Dr. in
Oakland. Happy Hour starts at 11 a.m., followed
by lunch at noon. Great guest speakers. Guests
are welcome. Come and meet new friends. For
more information, call MEL at 357-0601.

% Jazz & Pasta Dinner

The Arroyo High School Instrumental Music
Department presents “A Night in Paris - Jazz
'n’ Rendezvous” - pasta dinner and musical
performance fundraiser on Friday, Feb. 10, from
6to 9 p.m. at the Arroyo High School cafeteria,
featuring the Oasis Jazz Band and the Arroyo
High School Jazz Ensemble. Tickets in advance
are $20 for adults, $15 for seniors and students,
and $10 for children. Prices are $5 higher at the
door. All proceeds benefit the AHS Instrumental
Music program.

+ Hearing Loss Association Meeting

The Hearing Loss Association will meet on
Saturday, Feb. 11, at the Oakland Kaiser Perma-
nente Hospital, Fabiola Bldg., 3801 Howe St.,
lower level, room G26. Parking is free in the
old garage across from Howe St. Refreshments
are at 9:30 a.m. with the program starting at 10
a.m. Callie Frye will bring a sign language inter-
preter and with the captioning, looping and FM
systems, this meeting is a must for all who are
hearing impaired. For more information, email
athos.artist@att.net or call Kay at 886-4717.

« St. Leander’s Valentine Crab Feed
The St. Leander’s Church will have its Valen-

tine crab feed on Saturday, Feb. 11, at the Ryan
O’Connell Hall, 550 West Estudillo Ave. in San
Leandro. No-host bar at 5:30 p.m. with dinner
being served at 6:30 p.m. The cost of the dinner
is $45 per person and includes crab, salad, pasta
and bread. Purchase 20 or more tickets at one
time and receive a 10 percent discount. This
event is assigned seating. In addition to the din-
ner there will also be a dessert silent auction and
a sports memorabilia silent auction. Last day to
purchase tickets is Tuesday, Feb. 7. For more
information, call the parish office at 895-5631.

+ St. Felicitas Valentine Luncheon

Tickets are on sale for the St. Felicitas Parish
monthly Young at Heart Luncheon on Wednes-
day, Feb. 15, at 1662 Manor Blvd. in San
Leandro. Doors open at 11 a.m. and lunch is
served at noon. Salad, pasta with red sauce and
meatballs, garlic bread, dessert, coffee or apple
cider will be served. Tickets are $6. Entertain-
ment and door prizes at the luncheon. Tickets
must be purchased no later than the Monday
before the luncheon. Tickets available at the par-
ish office Monday through Thursday between
9 a.m.and 4 p.m.

% Mystery Tea at Alta Mira Club

The Alta Mira Club, 561 Lafayette Ave. in
San Leandro, will host its annual Scholarship
Mystery Tea on Monday, Feb. 20, at noon,
featuring three mystery writers. Tickets are
only $15. Tea and delectable snacks will be
served. Come and hear mystery writers Ellen
Kirschman, author of The Right Wrong Thing;
Marla Cooper, author of Terror in Taffeta; and
Penny Warner, author of The Code Busters
Club. For reservations, email Nancyfong@aol.
com or call 483-1018. All proceeds benefit the
Alta Mira Scholarship Fund.

% SL High Boosters Coaches’ Crab Feed
The San Leandro High School Boosters Coach-
es’ Crab Feed will be held on Saturday, March
4, from 6 to 10 p.m. at the Boys & Girls Club
of San Leandro, 401 Marina Blvd. There will
be a crab feed, silent auction, no host bar, DJ
dancing, dessert auction and raffles. Purchase
tickets online at www slhsunitedparents.com.

“ AR.T., Inc. Members Exhibit

Adobe Art Gallery, 20395 San Miguel Ave. in
Castro Valley, presents the works of AR.T.,
Inc. members in the upcoming exhibit Looking
Forward, through March 4. The gallery is open
Thursday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. and by appointment. The exhibit features
a variety of media including two and three-di-
mensional art.

+ The Kiwanis Club Pancake Breakfast
The Hayward/Castro Valley Kiwanis Club will
have a pancake breakfast on Saturday, March
18, from 8 to 11 a.m. at the Kenneth Aitken
Senior Center, 17800 Redwood Road in Castro
Valley. The cost is $10 per person for adults,
$30 for a family of 4, $5 for children from 5
to 10. Proceeds go to community projects and
scholarships. Come join the fun with a cake
walk, basket raffles, silent auction, and door
prizes. For more information, call 886-1100.

% Join the Marines for Coffee

Don’t be just a former Marine, join other Ma-
rines, past and present, once a month on the
second Saturday at 0900 hours at the Veterans
Memorial Building, 1105 Bancroft Avenue, San
Leandro, for coffee, doughnuts and friendship.
All are welcome. For more information, call
Bobby Ferreira at 460-0636.

Calendar items should be submitted at least one week prior to the desired edition of the
Times, which is published Thursdays. Space limitations require we print items of the

most general interest.
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Lexus Updates RX; Goes Hybrid

By Steve Schaefer

San Leandro Times

ard to believe, but the

Lexus RX has been

around since 1988.

Back then, it looked
futuristic, and was already
heading the direction the entire
vehicle industry has gone since
— car-based crossovers that look
a bit like a sport-utility vehicle
(SUV).

For 2016, the RX receives a
whole new look and feel. Lexus
vehicles originally were smooth,
pleasant, and kind of vanilla. It
wasn’t until the spindle grille
appeared that the cars began to
take on more personality.

The new model features a
“floating” roof treatment — the
first for Lexus, but not the first
ever. This trend appears on cars
as diverse as the Nissan Murano
and the brand-new Chevrolet
Bolt EV.

The first RX was the RX 300;
today’s gasoline version is the
RX 350, with the growth of its
V6 engine to 3.5 liters. It cranks
out 295 horsepower and 267 1b.-
ft. of torque.

Now, you can opt for a hybrid
version. The hybrid uses a variant
of the 3.5-liter engine, mated to
an electric motor, which together
send out 308 horsepower and
247 1b.-ft. of torque. The RX 350
comes as front- or all-wheel drive
(AWD), but the hybrid is AWD
only.

What do you get with
the hybrid model? Well, fuel
efficiency for one thing. The EPA
numbers say 31 City, 30 Highway
and 30 Combined. Compare that

to the RX 350 AWD’s 19 City,
26 Highway, and 22 Combined.
I averaged 28.9 mpg, which is
gratifyingly close to the EPA
Combined score.

The hybrid gets an 8 for
Smog and 7 for Greenhouse
Gas, giving it EPA Certified
SmartWay status. The RX 350
makes do with a 7 for Smog and
5 for Greenhouse Gas — and no
SmartWay. Significantly, while
the 450h puts out 299 grams of
CO2 per mile, the 350 emits 405.
So, stepping into the 450h does
make a difference.

This is a Lexus, so you expect
— and receive — lots of comfort,
style and features. My test vehicle
arrived in a new shade called

31 ciry/ 3 () HIGHWAY

COMBINED: 30 MPG

EPA Green Vehicle Scores

Smog:
T P 1
10
fee- Best
Greenhouse Gas:
) = 74

Autumn Shimmer. Walking up to
it, I’d ask two things. What color
is Autumn Shimmer? What were
the designers thinking?

The Lexus folks were tired of
dull, so they have now become
the opposite. There are lots of
slices and creases flowing along
the sides from that maw up front
and onto the tail.

The RX joins its brethren
on the showroom floor looking
ready to pounce and eat you.
Nobody will mistake your ride
for a Mercedes-Benz, who are

heading the opposite direction,
featuring soft sensuous shapes.
You won’t be confused with
a BMW, either. They are
returning to post Chris Bangle
conservatism and “sausage”
styling. The latter term means
the 3, 5 and 7 series sedans, for
example, look very similar, just
in different lengths.

Inside, along with the
carefully — assembled,  high-
quality plastics, are wood trim
with meandering silver accents.
Stitching on the doors runs
parallel and then crosses over
itself at one point. The seats are
sublimely comfortable, and it’s
nearly silent in there when you
have the premium 12-speaker
audio system turned off.

This car isn’t an all-electric
vehicle, but it has a gauge to
show how the motor is doing.
There’s an industry-standard
Charge/Eco/Power meter so you
can measure how hard you're
working the drivetrain. Charge
means you’re generating power
and Power means, well, you're
using some of it. The ECO
setting is where you want the
needle to sit.

I drove one day in EV mode
on a 43-mph cruise through town.
But, realistically, both engine and
motor trade off. There’s no plug
to charge up the battery — it’s all
regenerated — so driving gently
does put the motor a little more in
the spotlight.

So, what’s the price
difference? The all-wheel-drive
RX 350 starts at $45.460, while
the 450h begins at $53,975. These
prices include the “Delivery,
Processing and Handling Fee.”

The front view of the new RX 450 is characterized by an emboldened version of the

Lexus brand’s signature spindle grille.

You can save $1,400 on an RX
350 by declining all-wheel drive.

My test 450h had some extras,
including the safety benefit of
Blind Spot Monitoring and Rear
Cross-Traffic Alert ($800). The
Lexus Safety System ($2,250)
brings in more, with triple-beam
LED headlamps too. The touch-
free power rear door ($200) is an

industry trend.

The Luxury Package ($3,125)
adds upgraded leather seats,
a  wood-and-leather ~ steering
wheel, a bump to 20-inch rims,
and a bunch of other stuff that
should probably be standard. The
Navigation system seems cheap
at $430. Bottom line — my car
retailed at $61,420.

As with all luxury cars,
there’s much too much to list
here. If you want the stone honest
reliability of a Toyota, some real
distinction when you park in
front of Restoration Hardware,
and some seriously high-tech
safety equipment built in, you
can’t really go wrong with Lexus’
best-selling model.

Earn a Guaranteed

50/o 1-Year

Term

e Interest Paid Monthly

¢ |[RAs, ROTH or Cash

* No Fees, $25,000 Minimum

 Not an Annuity or
Insurance Product

e Secured by High-Value
Commercial Real Estate

Call
925 260-2695

For
more
Information
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LAY OUT 24 ICE-CREAM STICKS as shown in 7
fig 1. Then, bet your friends that they can’t form

three squares by moving four of the sticks to
new positions. The answer is shown in fig. 2

lllustrated by David Coulson

TOPSY-TURVY! Below we have three cups mouth up and three cups mouth
down. In three moves, turning over any two adjacent cups at a time, change
the order of these cups to mauth up, down, up, down, up, down.
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Below are 16 boys’ names you'll need to
complete the puzzie grid above. Use the
trial-and-error method.

NEIL o110
NIGEL ROYAL
NOLAN SETON
ORSON SILAS
OTIS YATES
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BART: Notables Ali, Nixon, Prince Charles came to check out BART

continued from front page
entertaining anecdotes and be-
hind-the scenes machinations to
create a lively read.

“It was a two-and-a-half year
labor of love,” says Healy, who
was asked to write the book by
BART General Manager Grace
Crunican. “T always joke that I
knew where all the bodies were
buried, and found a few more as I
did research for the book.”

California was an automobile
culture in the *60s, and suburbs in
Alameda, Contra Costa and San
Mateo counties were considered
“crabgrass frontiers” which might
never use a train system like
BART.

Agreements with dozens of
cities, unincorporated areas, and
public and private entities were
sought over the years, affecting
the placement — and cost — of
the initial 12 stations and those
that followed.

On September 11, 1972 the
first 18 cars were available for
the system’s grand opening. Over
the years, notables from various
walks of life came to check out
BART, including boxer Mu-
hammad Ali, former presidents

BART FILE PHOTO

A BART train heads south in 1972 with the Oakland skyline in the background.

Lyndon Johnson and Richard
Nixon, Britain’s Prince Charles
and former Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher, and King Gustav

THE TIMES
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CROSSWORD

11

12

51

56 57

58

59 60

61

ACROSS
1 Tavern
4 Tosses in
8 Slays, “Sopranos” style
Altar affirmative
Voice in an iPhone
Law office aide, for short
“Sinker”
Caspian feeder
Teut.
Financial rescue
Decapitate
Fish eggs
Greek vowel
Coffee holder
Family member
Tatters
Physique
Grabbed
Astronaut John
Speck
Work with
Wet wriggler
Persistent attacks
Bug
To the __ degree
Smell
Bafflers
Otherwise
Throw
“Tobeor __ ...
Start a garden
__ Stanley Gardner
Wildebeest

”»

ANSWERS ON PAGE 3

DOWN
1 Auction action
2 Commotion
3 Fiber
4 Religious retreat
5 Cacophony
6 Defeat soundly
7 Shankar’s instrument
8 Rich
9 Gambling game
Herr’s wife
Shaker contents
“Golly!”
Debtor’s letters
Ice mass
List-ending abbr.
Fix the soundtrack
Deity
Cold symptom
Misplace
Stretches (out)
Showed disdain
Two, in Tijuana
Butterfly catcher
Feels pins and needles
Workshop machine
Ordinal suffix
Troubles
Not working
American Beauty, e.g.
Rain hard
Web address
A billion years
Disco fan on “The Simpsons”

of Sweden.

A low point came in 1979
when the system closed down
twice, once during a lengthy labor
dispute and another time after a
fire in the Transbay tube.

“That was a horrendous year
for the organization, and certainly
for me,” says Healy.

In 1988 BART hired comedi-
an Henny Youngman to promote
ridership. Youngman, who was
famous for saying, “Take my
wife, please!” appeared in ad-
vertisements saying, “Take your
BART, please!”

“That became a very suc-

cessful venture, despite a lot of
skepticism. Everyone seemed to
know and love him,” Healy says
of Youngman.

But BART’s finest hour
came in 1989 after the Loma
Prieta earthquake, when a sec-
tion of the Bay Bridge roadway
collapsed.

Fortunately BART’s transbay
tube was unscathed by the mag-
nitude 6.9 temblor — in fact,
passengers inside the tube hadn’t
even felt the earthquake.

It quickly became apparent
that the Bay Bridge repairs would
take months.

7 14

’

]

PHOTO COURTESY OF MIKE HEALY

Author Healy in the cab of an early BART train.

“BART became the only
game in town for commuters,”
notes Healy. Ridership shot up
by 20 percent, and many new
riders remained converts from
that point on.

BART made worldwide
news as it filled in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area’s transit gap.
Healy even got U.S. Congress-
man Don Edwards to include
BART’s contributions in the
Congressional Record.
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Numerous scandals and the
system’s “growing pains” are
also included in the book, warts
and all. The year 2017 will mark
BART’s 45th year of service,
and anyone interested in how
the system evolved will enjoy
Healy’s book.

“BART, The Dramatic Histo-
ry of the Bay Area Rapid Transit
System” is printed by Heyday
Publishers of Berkeley, 510-549-
3564 ($20 paperback, e-book
available) ISBN 9781597143707
Available from bookstores and

Amazon.
—— \ [ i j—\\ i_
DADR

>y '
P AN
The Bromotic History of the Bay Area Ropid Transit System
BY MICHAEL C. HEALY

=]

Healy’s book is available at
local book stores.

CV Toastmasters
Meet Tuesdays

The Castro Valley Toast-
masters welcome everyone who
wants to improve thier com-
munication skills in a frendly
supportive atmosphere to their
weekly meetings every Tuesday
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at 21966
Dolores St. in Castro Valley. For
more information call 566-9761
or go to http://961 toastmaster-
sclubs.org/.
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Garden: Students, teachers parents build Hesperlan S new garden

continued from front page

rated into food scraps, recycing
and garbage,” said fourth-grade
teacher Toya Sonnier.

The classrooms all have com-
post bins. The garden was turned
into a calm place to relax, as
well as an eco-friendly space
where students grow their own
vegetables and learn about nature,
Sonnier said.

Monarch butterflies might
come to the garden, said teacher
Rachel Lerman who is planting
milkweed, which attracts the
butterflies.

“I planted some in my back- 3

yard and they came,” Lerman said.
“If you plant it, they will come.”

Another idea of the program
is bringing nature to kids in an
urban area who don’t get out in
nature a lot. A city park is syn-
thetic, not the same as nature,
Lerman said.

“We have kids who live in
apartments on 165th Avenue
who’ve never even been to the
beach,” she said.

So gardening is both fun and
learning experience — combining
nutrition, biology, ecology — as
you learn about the plants as well

San Leandro
Toastmasters
Meet Thursdays

The San Leandro Toast-
masters meet on Thursday
nights from 7 to 8 p.m. at the
San Leandro Main Library,
300 Estudillo Ave. The group
fosters improved communica-
tion and public speaking. All
levels of speakers from novice
to seasoned are welcome.

A class at Hesperian Elementary releases a butterfly.

as the insects, birds and butterflies.

Lerman has butterfly chrysalis
in a container in her classroom,
the outer skin formed by the cat-
erpiller from where the butterfly
will emerge. When the butterfly
comes out, she puts it on her fin-
ger, and the whole class goes out-

side to see the butterfly take off.
It’s sort of an experiment to
see if the butterflies return, as they
do every year to the trees around
the Monarch Bay Golf Course.
“When the butterfly comes
out, we take them outside and let
them fly away...maybe they’ll

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RACHEL LERMAN

Everybody posed for a picture once the garden was all finished.

come back,” Lerman said. agency in charge of reducing “StopWaste brought the

All the materials for the gar- waste. Also, student-athletes mulch, wood and food, so we’re
den — and the lunch — were pro- from UC Berkeley helped to build not out-of-pocket for anything,”
vided by StopWaste, the county the new garden. Sonnier said.

Band & Orchestra Classes Back at San Lorenzo High

After a nearly decade-long
absence, band and orchestra
classes are back at San Lorenzo
High.

For years, there were band
classes at the younger grade
levels and at Arroyo High, but
the programs were not avail-
able at San Lorenzo High until
the beginning of this school
year, according to Rachel
Horne and Barbara Barrett,
co-chairs of the San Lorenzo
School District’s music de-

i Bay-O-Vista

Family Fitness, Swim & Tennis Club, Inc.
1881 Astor Dr., San Leandro, Castro Valley Boarder

MEMBERSHIPS NOW AVAILABLE!

Wentern Speciall
2 Months FREE
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o Social Family BBQ’s/Picnic Area’s

ONE TIME INITIATION FEE
Family - $400 2106

members
Single - $200
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Singles in the EastBay

Previous Members of 12 months or
Less are Not eligible for this Promo.
Can't be combined with other offers.

Offer expires on 2/28/17
Visit Our
Website
and Watch
Dur Video.

WWW.BOVSWIM.COM

partment.

Horne and Barrett said they
are thankful to get money from
the district for the programs
and are looking to have even
more students participate next
year.

For more information —
including updates on the up-

coming spring concert which
will feature students from all F

of San Lorenzo's schools —
email the music department at
musicchair@slzusd.k12.ca.us.

SIRs Meets Monthly at

Metropolitan Golf Links
SIRs, an organization of
retired men, meets on the second
Wednesday of each month at
the Wedgewood Center at the
Metropolitan Golf Links, 10051
Doolittle Drive in Oakland. Hap-
py hour starts at 11 a.m., followed
by lunch at noon. Come and meet
new friends. For more informa-

tion, call Al at 895-9900.

, POPEYE AUTO COLLISION .

I Reasonable ¢ Reliable ¢ Respected
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME!

%

I -

1420 - 167TH AVE.  SAN LEANDRO e 510-276-1500

popeyeauto@att.net
FF WITH THIS AD ¢« EXPIRES 3-31-17 |

¥

The San Lorenzo School School district recently reinstated band and orchestra classes
at San Lorenzo High. From right are Rachel Horne-Hernandez and Barbara Barrett, co-
chairs of district music department; Superintendent Dr. Fred Brill; San Lorenzo High
music teacher Leatrice Innocent; Arroyo High music teacher Vernon Miyata; school
board president, Norman Fobert; board member Helen Foster; instrumental teacher Paul
Klein; school board members Helen Randall, Penny Peck, and Janet Zamudio; director of
secondary education Janette Hernandez; and assistant superintendent Barb deBarger.

‘ ‘ There are two means of refuge from the miseries of life:
music and cats. — Albert Schweitzer
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Battery Replacement o\ 01ry & Watch Repair I
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When Is It Time To Take the Car Keys?

By Jim Miller

Special to the Times

What tips can you
recommend that can
help me deal with my
mom’s bad driving? At age 83,
her driving abilities have de-
clined, but I know she’s bound
and determined to keep driving

as long as she’s alive.

A giving up driving can
be a tough step for

many elderly seniors, as well as

a difficult conversation for con-

cerned family members.

While there’s no one way to
handle this sometimes touchy
topic, there are a number of tips
and resources that can help you
evaluate and possibly adjust
your mom’s driving, and ease
her out from behind the wheel
when she can no longer drive
safely.

There’s no doubt that

B Assess Her Driving

To get a clear picture of your
mom’s driving abilities, your first
step, if you haven’t already done
80, is to take a ride with her and
watch for problem areas.

For example: Does she drive
at inappropriate speeds, tailgate
or drift between lanes? Does she
have difficulty seeing, backing up
or changing lanes? Does she re-
act slowly, get confused easily or
make poor driving decisions?

Also, has she had any fender
benders or tickets lately, or have
you noticed any dents or scrapes
on her vehicle? These, too, are red
flags. For more assessment tips,
see SeniorDriverChecklist.info.

If you need help with this,
consider hiring a driver rehabil-
itation specialist who’s trained
to evaluate older drivers. This
typically runs between $100
and $200. Visit AOTA .org/old-
er-driver or ADED.net to locate
a specialist in your area.

B Transitioning and Talking

After your assessment, if
you think it’s still safe for your
mom to drive, see if she would
be willing to take an older driver
refresher course.

These courses will show her
how aging affects driving skills,
and offers tips and adjustments
to help ensure her safety. Taking
a class may also earn your mom
a discount on her auto insurance.
B Local Classes

The Castro Valley office of
the California Highway Patrol
periodically offers a free senior
safe-driving workshop at the
Castro Valley Library. The an-
nouncements are carried in the
Senior Sections of the Times and
the Castro Valley Forum.

You can also locate a class by
calling your local AAA (AAA.
com) or AARP (AARPorg/drive,
888-227-7669). Most courses cost
around $20 to $30 and can be tak-
en online or in a classroom.

If, however, your assessment
shows that your mom really does
need to stop driving, you need to
have a talk with her, but don’t
overdo it. If you begin with a
dramatic outburst like, “Mom,
you’re going to kill someone!”,
you're likely to trigger resis-
tance. Start by simply express-
ing your concern for her safety.

For more tips on how to talk
to your mom about this, the Hart-
ford Financial Services Group
and MIT AgeLab offers a variety
of resources at TheHartford.com/
lifetime; click on “Publications”
on the menu bar, then on the “We
Need To Talk” guidebook.

Bl Refuses To Quit

If your mom refuses to quit,
you have several options. One
possible solution is to suggest a
visit to her doctor who can give
her a medical evaluation and, if
warranted, “prescribe” that she
stops driving. Older people will
often listen to their doctor be-

‘Can I Deduct Long-term Care Insurance Premiums?’

By Gene L. Osofsky, Esq.

Special to the Times

Tax day is coming soon
and I wonder if I can
claim a tax deduction
Jor my Long Term Care Insur-
ance Premiums paid during this

past year.

A income and age, the an-
swer may very well be

yes — at least as to a portion of

your premiums paid. Here’s the

way it works:

AGI Threshold: Premiums
for qualified long-term care insur-
ance policies are tax deductible
to the extent that they, along with
other unreimbursed medical ex-
penses (including Medicare pre-
miums), exceed 10 percent of your
Adjusted Gross Income.

This is sometimes referred to
as the “AGI Threshold.” However,
in tax year 2016, taxpayers aged
65 and older only need medical
expenses to exceed 7.5 percent of
their income, but in 2017 they will
have the same 10 percent thresh-
old rule as everyone else.

If medical expenses do not ex-
ceed these AGI Thresholds, then
they are not deductible.

Age Determines Extent of

Depending upon your

Deduction That Can Be Count-
ed: The amount of long-term
care insurance premiums that
are countable toward your AGI
Threshold is based upon your age,
and the amount changes each year.

For the 2016 tax year, taxpay-
ers who are aged 40 or younger
can count toward their deduction
only $390 a year; taxpayers be-
tween 40 and 50 can count $730;
taxpayers between 50 and 60 can
count $1.460; taxpayers between
60 and 70 can count $3.900; and
taxpayers who are 70 or older can
count up to $4,870 in LTC premi-
ums toward their AGI Threshold.

What this means is that taxpay-
ers must total all of their medical
and LTC Premium expenses and
compare them to their incomes.

For example, suppose 64-year-
old Frank has an adjusted gross
income of $30,000 and long-term
care premiums totaling $5.000,
plus $1,000 in other medical ex-
penses. Ten percent of $30,000
is $3,000, which is then his AGI
Threshold. Therefore, Frank can
only deduct any medical and LTC
expenses that exceed $3.000.

The 2016 limit for count-
ing long-term care premiums is
$3,900. So, Frank can only count
$3.,900 of his long-term care pre-
miums. If he adds the countable

Landmak Villa

- Senior Residential & Assisted Living

* 24 Hour Care - Socializing
« Activities - Chef Prepared Meals
* Housekeeping * Laundry
* Quality of Life < Independence

+ Legacy

Apartments Startlng at: Shared $1550 / Private $2150

Call today for a Free
Lunch & Tour
510-276-2872

License#015601501

21000 Mission Blvd.,

£k

Yes, we are
*4 Pet Friendly!

Hayward CA 94541

$3,900 in long-term care premi-
ums to the $1,000 in other expens-
es his total medical expenses are
$4.900. He can therefore deduct
$1,900 in medical expenses from
his income ($4.900 - $3,000).

If Frank is 70 in 2016, the
calculation changes because his
medical and LTC expenses only
need to exceed 7.5 percent of his
income, which would be $2,250 in
Frank’s case ($30,000 X 7.5% =
$2,250). In essence, he has a lower
qualifying AGI Threshold.

Also, the amount of premiums
he can count toward his deduction
is increased because of his age: be-
cause he is 70, he can count toward
his threshold up to $4,870 in LTC
premiums. Subtracting the 7.5 per-
cent deduction threshold from his
total medical expenses, Frank can
deduct $3,620 in medical & LTC

Reverse Mortgage

Live more comfortably today, and
be better prepared for tomorrow.

v... HIGHTECHLENDING

;’; } THE NEW WORLD OF MORTGAGE BANKING

If you (or your spouse) are 62 years or older, a reverse
mortgage can be used to provide greater financial
flexibility so you can live life to the fullest by:

+ Turning Home Equity into Cash

« Paying off existing Mortgage(s) and Other Debt
+ Having No Monthly Mortgage Payments

« FHA Insured & HUD Regulated for Seniors

510-583-8123
Lori Reisfelt

expenses from his income ($4,870
+$1,000 - $2,250).

In 2017, Frank will only be
able to deduct medical and LTC
expenses that exceed 10 percent of
his income, so his qualifying AGI
threshold will go up and, hence,
the amount he can actually deduct
from his income will go down.

In sum, the amount of your tax
deduction will depend upon your
age, the amount of your adjusted
gross income, your applicable
AGI Threshold and the extent to
which your countable medical ex-
penses exceed your AGI threshold.

Gene L. Osofsky is an elder
law and estate planning attorney
in Hayward. Visit his website at
www.LawyerForSeniors.com.
He wishes to thank ElderLawAn-
swers.com for permission to revise
and publish this article.

Reverse Mortgage Consultant

2030 Main Street #350, Irvine, CA 92614.

NMLS #291773

“I pledge to provide straight forward information and excellent service.”

HighTechLending, Inc. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential
Mortgage Lending Act. NMLS #7147. Licensed in CA# 4130937.

NMLS Consumer Access: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

There are a number of tips and resources that can help you
evaluate and adjust a senior’s driving, and ease them out
from behind the wheel when they can no longer drive safely.

f/a\
TODAY

Jim Miller is a contributor
to the NBC Today show and
author of “The Savvy Senior.”

fore they will listen to their own
family.

If she still refuses, contact
your local Department of Motor
Vehicles to see if they can help.
Or, call in an attorney to discuss
with your mom the potential fi-
nancial and legal consequences
of a crash or injury. If all else
fails, you may just have to take
away her keys.

B Alternative Transportation

Once your mom stops driv-
ing, she’s going to need other
ways to get around, so help her
create a list of names and phone

WINKLER
LAW OFFICES

numbers of family, friends and Living T.rlfStS &.
local transportation services that Trust Administration
she can call on. Probate * Wills

To find out what transporta- || Real Estate ¢ Litigation
tion services are available in her .
area, contact the Rides in Sight _ Gz.v‘e Us a Call .
(RidesInSight org, 855-607- Most Imizlal Consultations

re Free

4337) and the Eldercare Loca-
tor (800-677-1116), which will
direct you to her area agency on
aging for assistance.

(510) 357-3403
1883 East 14th Street
San Leandro

Recieve d LL'
4500 CREDIT
towards your -~
2nd month's

ent™

N Cping Sodora

Cletping Pamitics Coain & %eace of Wlend

SERVING CASTRO VALLEY FOR OVER 40 YEARS WITH A COMMITMENT
TO PROVIDING FRIENDLY AND LOVING CARE FOR OUR RESIDENTS!

%ﬁa@& s 0%

Senior Living

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR TOUR!

(510) 582-2765

19960 Santa Maria Ave * Castro Valley, CA 94546

WWW.EDENVILLASENIORLIVING.COM
- 3]

*Offer Expires January 31, 2017. Call for details lic# 015601223
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REAL ESTATE REALITY

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

GUEST COMMENTARY

Water Gonservation Efforts Become Law

alifornia’s recent drought
A was a reminder of the

importance of conserv-
ing water. To that end, state legis-
lators have enacted a law requir-
ing all single-family homeowners
in California to install water-con-
serving plumbing (WCP) fixtures
in homes built before 1994.

The law (California Civil
Code 1101.1 through 1101.9) be-
came effective January 1, 2017
and mandates that if any Califor-
nia home has the following, they
must be upgraded:*

(1) Any toilet manufactured
to use more than 1.6 gallons of
water per flush.

(2) Any urinal manufactured
to use more than 1 gallon of wa-
ter per flush.

(3) Any showerhead manu-
factured to have a flow capacity
of more than 2.5 gallons of wa-
ter per minute.

(4) Any interior faucet that
emits more than 2.2 gallons of

water per minute.

In contrast to the recent push
by some cities and municipali-
ties to make energy and/or sewer
upgrades required at the point of
the sale of a home, the state did
NOT make the installation of
WCP fixtures a point-of-sale re-
quirement. This means that real
estate agents and brokers will
NOT be obligated to ensure that
sellers or buyers install WCP
fixtures.

According to Robert Bloom,
Esq., Council with the California
Association of Realtors Member
Legal Services, the oneness will
instead be on sellers to adequate-
ly disclose the following:

(1) Disclosure of the legal
requirement. First, the sell-
er must disclose to the buyer in
writing the legal requirement that
the owner of the property must
replace non-compliant plumbing
fixtures with WCP fixtures for
properties built before 1994.

RINETTI & Co.

January Stats for San Leandro Real Estate
32 detached homes are currently for sale,
33 homes went Pending within 14 days of

going on the market, 24 homes Sold and Closed.
Low Inventory + High Demand = Seller’s Market

HAntonio & HAlewia Cardenas

“Realtors in Motion”

“The Agents with the Visual Tours”
(510) 351-5728

www.ListedbyAntonio.com
R.E. eBroker Inc. ¢ A Virtual Real Estate Brokerage

Ballroom Dancers

Visit us @

(2) Disclosure of non-com-
pliant fixtures. Second, the
seller must disclose to the buyer
in writing whether the real prop-
erty includes any non-compliant
plumbing fixtures.

(3) The seller’s affirmation.
Third, when a transfer Disclo-
sure Statement (Form TDS) is
required, the law calls on the
seller to specifically affirm that
the disclosures of the seller are
not those of the agent, are not in-
tended to be part of any contract,
are not a warranty, and are not
a substitute for the buyer’s own
inspections.

The big question is how the
state intends to police the law
and whether or not any penalties
might be levied.

For now, buyers of any single
family home built prior to 1994
(1) have the right to insist the
seller fully disclose the state of
current plumbing fixtures and (2)
can initiate negotiations request-
ing any non-compliant fixtures be
upgraded to meet the standards of
Civil Code Section 1101.3.

*Low-Flow Toilets to be-
come Law, Robert Bloom, Esq.

Carl Medford is a licensed Re-
altor with Keller Williams Realty
and a licensed general contractor.
This article is sponsored by the
Central County Marketing Asso-
clation at www.ccmgtoday.com.

Here Are the Wmmng combmatmn of Numbers for thls Pre- Game Open House
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2-Car Garage, 1,700 Square Feet, Asking $649,976

Just listed, 1300 Parker Street in San Leandro will be Open Sunday from noon to 3 p.m. Features
include upgraded kitchen and bathrooms, energy-efficient double-pane windows, roof only a few
years new, original plank hardwood floors and much more. Presented by “The Realtors In Motion,”
Antonio & Alexia Cardenas. Take a Virtual Tour at www.ListedbyAntonio.com. Call us...
come and TANGO with you — 510-326-4263.

Wwe’ll

Be Safe When Using Space H eaters

By Samantha Mazzotta
Special to the Times

egardless of the type of
Rportable electric heater
you have, it must be set
up so that there is 3 feet of clear-
ance around it, and placed on a
heat-resistant surface (bare floor,
for example, not carpet).
Additionally, make sure that
the outlet being used can handle
the amount of electricity the space
heater will draw. Don’t plug any-
thing else into that outlet.
Consider replacing older space

RINETTI & Co.

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

1547 Hays Street * San Leandro ¢ $606,000

City Loft-Like Living! Single-family 1,655-sq.-ft. home
with 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2-car garage, energy-efficient
features — walk to BART, shops and restaurants

1103 MACARTHUR BLyD. ¢ SAN LEANDRO ® 510-568-6171 » www.RINETTICO.COM

COMING SOON' =

718 Adams St
Albany
$785,000

WWW. 718Adams com
Listed by Amy Robeson
BRE#01433093

amy@amyrobeson.com

Pretty
bungalow
plus studio
on large
manicured
lot

PACIFIC
UNION

CHRISTIE'S

510.828.3478

WE BUY HOUSES

844.875.2288

CONTACT US TO GETA
NO OBLIGATION OFFER!

Se Habla Espaiiol

BAY AREA'S #1

TRUSTED HOUSE BUYER

> ANY REASON AND CONDITION
% ALL CASH

%* AS-IS

 NO COMMISSION

 QUICK CLOSE

www.webuyhousesha.com

Enclosed oil heaters provide indirect heat and are con-
sidered safer than open-coil models.

heaters. While I've seen many
models built as long ago as the
1950s that are very sturdy, they
often do not meet current electrical
standards and can use a lot more
power than newer models, mean-
ing higher electric bills.

What’s the best space heater
to purchase? I'm not a fan of the
classic open-coil model, and there
are alternatives. For example, an
enclosed oil heater, which looks
like a radiator on wheels, circu-
lates heated oil through each sec-
tion and provides indirect heat and
a greater measure of safety.

There are heaters that fit inside
a kitchen’s kickspace, oscillating
tower heaters, and heaters dis-
guised as fireplaces or standing
vases.

Portable heaters range in price
from about $50 to several hundred
dollars, so look at several options

510.701.3442 BRE# 01012751
mmiller@pacunion.com

The new year brings with it
new laws that affect the sale
and ownership of real estate.
Please email me for a copy
of these laws.

Local Market Knowledge ~
Global Marketing Reach

Michelle Ross Miller

PACTFIC

UNION

INTERNATIONAL

CHRISTIE’S
GREAT ESTATES®

CITY SAT SUN  ADDRESS
A — 14 923 Arguello Drive
H 14 14  1600D St
A — 123 1547 Hays Street
A — 12-3 1300 Parker Street
P 68 — 4119 Stanley Bivd.
cC 14 — 17844 Center Street
Alamo 1-4 2631 Danville Blvd.

CITY GUIDE

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 4™ & 5™ - -

PRICE BDRMS/BATHS REALTOR AGENT PHONE
$498,000 3N Re/Max Accord Louise Lovewell ~ 351-5555
$589,000 4/2 - Duplex Berkshire Hathaway ~ The Brent Team  333-9404
$606,000 3/3-2car Rinetti & Co. Realtors  Carrie Miles 735-5223
$649,976 3/2 -2 car R.E. eBroker Inc. Antonio 326-4263
$711,000 3125 Robert Jones & Assoc.  Matt Jones 357-0120
$1,186,000  3/2.5- 2+ car Coldwell Banker Trish Radovich ~ 367-7999
$2,795,000 6/7 J. Rockliff Realtors Lisa Ferraris 304-1271
A= SAN LEANDRO B = SAN LORENZO © C = CASTRO VALLEY ¢ D =DUBLIN * F=FREMONT  H=HAYWARD ¢ K = BERKELEY

0= 0AKLAND ¢ P =PLEASANTON © S = SHEFFIELD VILLAGE ¢ SR = SAN RAMON W = WALNUT CREEK ¢ Z = ALAMEDA

both in the home-improvement
store and online. Make sure any
heater you consider has the UL
(Underwriters Laboratory) label.

Heaters with thermostat con-
trol can provide greater energy
savings. And it’s important to
make sure you purchase a heat-
er that can handle the size of the
room where you’ll use it the most.
(Check the sizing chart on the
heater’s packaging.)

Home Tip: Plug your space
heater directly into a wall outlet,
not a power strip; if an extension
cord is needed, choose a heavy-du-
ty cord of 14 gauge or larger.

© 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

Rates Rise for
First Time in’17

Average 30-year and 15-year
fixed mortgage rates rose last
week for the first time in 2017.

The 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gage averaged 4.19 percent, up
from 4.09 percent the week be-
fore. A year ago at this time, the
30-year rate averaged 3.79.

Fifteen-year home loans aver-
aged 3.40 percent, up from 3.34
percent a week earlier.

Adjustable-rate  mortgages
(ARMs) edged down slightly.
The five-year hybrid ARM av-
eraged 3.20 percent last week,
down from 3.21 percent.
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THINKING ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING? CONTACT ONE OF THESE...

> WEEKEND
¥ GARDENER

Flower Bulbs

Start planting gladioluses now. Follow up with additional
plantings at three-week intervals to extend the blooming season.
Other bulbs for spring and early-summer bloom that can be
planted now include achimenes, agapanthus, amaryllis, tuberous
begonias, calla lilies, canna lilies, dahlias, daylilies and irises.

Vegetables

Although nighttime temperatures continue to drop to the low
30s, seeds in the garden will germinate, but very slowly. Sow
beets, celery, carrots, chard, chive, collards, garlic, leafy let-
tuce, mustard, parsley, peas, radishes, spinaches and turnips.

Weeds

While the ground is wet from our latest rains, pull weeds be-
fore they form seeds. Be sure to remove the entire root system
so they don’t sprout again. Avoid using weed-killing chemicals,
as they just add pollution to your yard’s soil.

RECENT HOME SALES

San Leandro

G

2542 Marina Boulevard #2 94577  $508,000 3 BD - 1,571 SF- 1992
14085 Reed Avenue 94578  $365,000 2BD - 1,084 SF-1973
14790 Ruthelen Court 94578  $565,000 3BD -1,205 SF - 1953
15388 Churchill Street 94579  $499,500 3 BD - 821 SF - 1950
2350 Diamond Bar Court 94579  $800,000 4 BD - 2,405 SF - 2000
830 Woodgate Drive 94579  $480,000 3BD - 1,356 SF-1973
TOTAL SALES: 6

LOWEST AMOUNT:  $365,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT:  $503,750

HIGHEST AMOUNT:  $800,000

San Lorenzo

AVERAGE AMOUNT: $536,250

536 Grant Avenue 94580  $530,000 4 BD -1,264 SF-1944
652 Heritage Circle 94580  $500,000 4 BD -1,451 SF -2003
738 Via Aires 94580  $650,000 4 BD-1,915SF-1947
Castro Valley

18532 Carlton Avenue 94546  $770,000 3BD-1,591 SF - 1966
18757 Dubin Court 94546  $525,000 3BD - 1,356 SF - 1956
21501 Gail Drive 94546  $650,000 3BD - 1,550 SF - 1950
3176 Huntington Court 94546  $585,000 4 BD -2,236 SF - 1959
5014 Vannoy Avenue 94546  $825,000 3BD -1,238 SF - 1954
TOTAL SALES: 5

LOWEST AMOUNT:  $525,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT: $650,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $825,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $671,000
Hayward

22770 Alice Street 94541  $480,000 3 BD - 913 SF - 1930
2165 D Street 94541  $599,000 2BD -1,044 SF-1911
2112 Edgebrook Place 94541  $738,000 4 BD - 2,308 SF - 1989
24735 Garwood Glen Dr 94541  $475,000 3BD - 1,607 SF - 1981
1221 George Circle 94541  $605,000 3BD -1,809 SF-2013
137 Laurel Avenue 94541  $540,000 6BD - 1,890 SF - 1930
22853 Paseo Place 94541  $540,000 3BD -1,700 SF - 2004
22081 Valencia Place #1 94541  $470,000 2BD - 1,482 SF - 1982
22661 Wildwood Street 94541  $835,000 5 BD - 3,564 SF - 1952
25019 Discoverer Place 94544  $430,000 2BD - 1,490 SF - 1988
26937 Huntwood Avenue 94544  $415,000 2 BD - 870 SF - 1947
1027 Inglewood Street 94544  $430,000 3BD -1,042 SF - 1952
29145 Eden Shores Drive 94545  $760,000 3 BD - 1,822 SF - 2004
2438 Hibiscus Drive 94545  $650,000 4 BD -1,404 SF-1976
27553 Portsmouth Ave 94545  $608,000 3BD-1,128 SF-1957
21103 Gary Drive #318A 94546  $425,000 2BD -1,100 SF - 1993
TOTAL SALES: 16

LOWEST AMOUNT:  $415,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT: $540,000

HIGHEST AMOUNT: $835,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $562,500

Robert Jones and Associates

Selling San Leandro Since 1964 ¢ www.RobertJonesandAssociates.com

RobertJones
Oh, Thank Heaven for 7-11— 4119 Stanley Blvd.,
Pleasanton — 3bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths - $711,000

142 JOAQUIN AVE. s SAN LEANDRO - 357-0120

Matt Jones John Chovanes

SOLD!

10137 Voltaire Avenue
Oakland

B since192:
kel DE ADRICH Ff<siogu
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GENTS

NA

CTION

&3

=)
Sam Chiu #
Active in the East Bay since 1989
Berkshire Hathaway
Home Services
510-305-5767

Tere Lee, CRS
“Trust A Professional Who Cares”
United Brokers Real Estate
www.tereleehomes.com
(510) 305-8827

Lynn Levin
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
(Formerly Prudential)
510-593-7377
www.lynnlevin.com

Wayne Gregori
The Gregori Group RE, Inc.
Broker/Owner
510-219-3887
GregoriGroup.com

Jessica Medina
Village Properties, Realtor/Owner
“Your Neighbor & Realtor”
JessicaMedina@VillageProperties.net
510-750-0216

Karl Schonian

The Agency Real Estate & Finance

(510) 357-0000
Real Estate & Mortgage Services
A Tradition of Excellence

Carrie Miles
Realtor®
RINETTI & CO. REALTORS
milescarrie@yahoo.com
510-735-5223

Loui Heystek

Better Homes and Gardens RE

Bay East Achievement Club
510-928-5501

Louis.Heystek@BHGHome.com

Mario A. Reyes
Coldwell Banker
www.marioreyesrealtor.com
mario.reyes@chnorcal.com
510-329-7644

Judy Rose - crs, sRes
ReMax Accord

Serving the East Bay 38 Years

judy@judyrose.com
510-220-6206

Dave Adams
Realtor
RINETTI & CO. REALTORS
dave@davecadams.com

(510) 637-8136

Tess Blengino-sner st
Check Your Home Value
Any Time You Want!
tesshlengino.smarthomeprice.com
510-332-0421

Robert Jones
Serving San Leandro since 1964
Robert Jones & Assoc.
142 Joaquin Ave. » San Leandro

357-0120

Jill Gregori
The Gregori Group RE, Inc.
Realtor®/Owner
510-909-4888
GregoriGroup.com

Sharon Luther
Senior’s R.E. Consultant
Re/Max Accord
Sharon.Luther@comcast.net
510-435-8842

Nasser Haghighi
Alliance Bay Realty
510-415-1612
nasserhag@att.net
San Leandro Resident Since 1976

Matt Jones
Realtor
Robert Jones & Assoc.
142 Joaquin Ave.  San Leandro
357-0120

Bob Frey
Broker Associate
Re/Max Accord
BobFreyHomes@gmail.com
510-220-8459

Stephanie Christmas, Broker
Six Degrees Realty
Certified Seniors Real Estate Specialist
Certified Pricing Strategy Advisor
510-461-4663

Lourdes Beaty
RE/MAX Accord
RE/MAX Hall of Fame
www.HomesbyLourdes.net

510-289-9171

How would you like your face and message to be delivered to thousands of households and news racks
in San Leandro, Sheffield Village, San Lorenzo, Castro Valley, Hayward, Oakland and Alameda?

For more information, call Claudette Morrison at 510-912-1490 or Melody Morrison at 510-912-1761.
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CLASSIFIEC

ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 65,000

[ TOPLACEACLASSIFIEDAD |

| TO VIEWTHE CLASSIFIED ADS |

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE

510-614-1558
510-483-4209

Classifieds@ebpublishing.com

$25 10 words

(1 week)

$3o 10 words

(3 weeks)

Visit our Websites 24 hours a day
www.sanleandrotimes.com
www.castrovalleyforum.com
2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577

$3o 10 words

(1 week)

$25 10 words

(3 weeks)

New ads, cancellations or ad changes:

MONDAY BY 5:00 P.M.
Call 510-614-1558 (Mon. - Fri., 9a.m -5 p.m.)

| VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER ACCEPTED |

$3o 10 words

(1 week)

SERVICES

10 words
(1 week)

$25

CLASSIEIED/ADS RUN EVERY.WEDNESDAY IN;THE CASTRO,VALLEY FORUM AND EVERY,;THURSDAY. IN,THE'SAN LEANDRO;TIMES

| CONCRETE SERVICE | |CONTRAC[OR SERVICEl |EMPLOYMENT WANTED| | GARAGE SALES |

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor or materials) be licensed
by the Contractors State License
Board. State Law also requires that
contractors include their license
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers appearing on this page without
a license number indicate that the
contractor is not licensed. You can
check the status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-

AFFORDABLE CONCRETE. Drive-
ways, Walkways, Patios, Retaining
Walls, etc. Lic.#868589. 510-575-1163

MP CONCRETE. Driveway, Patio,
Retaining Wall, Asphalt, Hauling.
Lic.#1004427. Milo 510-502-9336.

[ Attention

Classified &
Home Services

*LOOKING FOR WORK?

Check the Help Wanted ads on
the next page of this newspaper.
Also: Limited Time Offer! You

can run a FREE 15 word “Employ-

ment Wanted” ad. Ad runs in
the San Leandro Times & Castro
Valley Forum. Call 510-614-1558
to place an ad or for more info.
(Some restrictions may apply)

| FENCES/DECKS |

GARDENING

GARDENING

**D.A.’s LANDSCAPING**
Landscape Design/Installation,
Irrigation, Drip System, Concrete,
Cleanup, etc. Bus. Lic.#30229.
Dominic 510-478-2448.

*BEAUTY GARDEN LANDSCAPING
Design - Construction - Maintenance.
Cleanups, New Lawn, lIrrigation,
Patios, Pathways, Brick, Stone,
Concrete Fence/ Decks. Free Es-
timates! Lic.#925130. 510-691-8852

*NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-

LUIS GARDENING & HAULING
SERVICE. Maintenance, Mowing,
Weeding, Cleanups, Hauling, etc.
Insured. Unlicensed. 510-499-5453

Professional Pruning. Special-
izing hand pruning of all trees.
Katsura Landscaping/ Contr. Lic.
#858145. Call Mike 510-828-4854.

QUALITY LAWN & YARD MAIN-
TENANCE. Licensed/ Insured/
Bonded. Over 20-yrs experience.

Directory tors _ taking jobs that total less than C v ING:_Mowing, trees, cleanupfaul  Lic#766305. 510-247-5212.
] $500 must state in their advertise- _ Ing. estimates. - -
Advertisers AT. WOOD FENCES & DECKS ASTRO VALLEY 510-356-8166.

ments that they are not licensed by
the Contractors State License Board.

ESTATE SALE 2/4, 10am-4pm. Fur-
niture, household items... Weather
permitting. 17844 Center Street, C.V.

Fence, Concrete, Tree, Lawns,
Painting, Cleanups. 510-507-1457/
510-507-0968.

Classified & Home Service ads
run in both the Castro Valley
Forum and San Leandro Times.

GIVEAWAYS

FREE - Lilly of Nile Agapanthus

GARCIA’S FENCE & TREE SERV-
ICE & LANDSCAPING. Lic# 524226.

VIEW the CLASSIFIED Ads Free Estimate Call Anytime 24/7. All

TOTAL CIRCULATION Online at FENCE LEANING"?CDﬁmg rgplace... | GARDENING | Work Guaranteed. Call 510 210-2716 bulbs in boxes. Call 510-780-2791.
: repair and save! Call Randy 510- JAIME’S GARDENING —
60,500 sanleandrotimes.com or 706-6189. Maintenance, Trimming, Clean- FREE - Sliding glass door for shower

in very good condition. Also 2 clean

castrovalleyforum.com

Call Patrick at 614-1558

for details and rates.

For help or for more info call

HOPE YOU FIND just the

*ANY YARD WORK. Cleanups
& Maintenance. Free Estimates. Call
510-798-1833.

ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/
Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

twin mattresses in good condition.
Also free box of cookbooks. Call

\_ _J  510-614-1558. E.B. Publishing job you are looking for! 510-538-0290.
I 1
I 1
Construction Construction Earthquake Retrofitting| | Fences/Decks REACH OVER 60,000 READERS | [Fireplaces/Stoves
rl EEE I . . 1
Ay ) N\ na? Call today for ad rates THE ORIGINAL
LNy . 1 | I<XAAVANT-GARDE y jor aa RADIANT GAS FIREPLACE
ool NEVW GENERATION : gTOEI;PRE,!! SG,AJCE I Your Local FEMA Fen,ce Lealnlng‘ and availability. )
M Kitchen & Bath Remodels | GENERAL CONTRACTOR | B:‘;z:nfifﬁr;l;g:;lffst Don t .Rep ace...
W New Additions | Additions/Remodels | Al Additions Repa"- & Save!
B New Construction Kitchens / Baths  French Drains I Remodels &
M Plumbing M Electrical I Foundations / Dry Rot New Construction CALL NOW FOR YOUR Call 510-483-6600
B Decks/Fences M Renovations | | Retaining Walls / Patios I
— FREE ESTIMATES — | | Decks / Construction & Repair I FREE ESTIMATES FREE ESTIMATE! 23 gﬂpﬁﬁgﬂl E,Q\E/RISLUE
- - - 5 10'881'6573 SAN LEANDRO
C%kEESI%SEREDS.SL% #1200%5%9 |b @ég;.ﬁgg.gﬂgz ‘I LICENSE #1005420 5 10-706'6 189 HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY Email: topnotchenergy@shcglobal.net
www.newgenbuilder.com www.bayareacontractor.com www.Avant-GardeCE.com Randy McFarland Call 614-1558 www.topnotchenergy-spas.com
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Thank-You...

Randy McFarland for advertising
with us for over 13 years!

Fence Leaning?
Don't Replace...
Repair & Save!

House Cleaning

Landscaping

-
Tender lgyinglCare

House Cleaning Service
Family Owned Since 1980

KR
to your home ﬁh

DISABILITY =

NSURANCE | FREE ESTIMATES - &5

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM

www.tlc-housecleaning.com

510-481-9193

BONDED & INSURED e« ALL TAXES PAID

Specializing
in detailed
cleaning tailored

CONTRACTOR

Beat the Spring Rush
Call Us Today!

Come visit our beautiful 1/2-acre outdoor
educational landscape show yard!

Call 510-537-0464

www. hansenlandscape.com

CALIC. # 440372

Bonded/Insured BEB

==
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......

REACH OVER 60,000 READERS

at one low price!

Aduvertise your services in
both of our newspapers...

CASTRO VALLEY FORUM
San Leandro Times

DIRECTORY

HOME SERVICES &

CALL NOW FOR YOUR
FREE ESTIMATE!

510-706-6189

Randy McFarland

We truly appreciate all
of our advertisers!

San Leandro Times / Castro Valley Forum
KA K Kk K K K K K K K K

Roofing

Roofing / Gutters / Solar

Roofing & Painting

Lic. #311818

K REED ROOFING
Complete Residential & Commercial
Roof Systems

(510) 357-5116

Call Now For A Free Written
Roof Analysis & Estimate

Serving San Leandro & The Entire
Bay Area. For Those Who Demand
Superior Personalized Attention.

SINCE 1975 / FULLY INSURED

RIDOTUT

ROOFING CO.
~ SINCE 1922 ~

P.V. SOLAR / SKYLIGHTS
FREE ESTIMATES
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

(510) 351-1922 &
621-A WILLIAMS  SAN LEANDRO

STATE CONTRACTORS LICENSE NUMBER 260176

- ] - I
I San Leandro Painting & Roofing |
Family Owned Since 1966 ¢ Bonded & Insured ¢ Lic. #883326
* Residential and Commercial Roofing * Re-roofing ¢ Certified Roof Inspections
* Roof Repair ¢ Rain Collection Systems ¢ Attic Ventilation 1
« Gutter Installation and Cleaning 510-798-9674 I
* Painting : ]
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HANDYMAN SERVICE

|HEALTH CARE SERVICES

HeLp WANTED

Misc. FoRr SALE

ReAL ESTATE AGENTS

YouR INFO

AA CONCRETE. Pavers, Driveways,
Stamp Concrete, Retaining Walls,
Stone Masonry, Drainage, Brick
Work, Foundations, Fences, Land-
scaping, Tree Service & Cleanups.
Lic.#963656. Dave 510-485-8807.

CRUZ TREE SERVICE - Since
1994. Pruning, Topping, Remov-
ing, Synthetic Grass Installation,
Planting, New Lawns and Lawn
Care, Sprinkler Systems, Lots &
Hillsides Cleaned and Planted,
Weed Whacking, Drainage,
Gutters, Fences, Decks, Patios,
Arbors, Concrete, Maintenance,
etc. Call Jose 510-294-9017.

HONEST RELIABLE HANDYMAN
(510) 385-1544
Lmramos @ comcast.net

TORRES, A PERFECT HANDYMAN
*Honest *Dependable *Responsible
Painting, Plumbing, Retaining Walls,
Fences, Tiles, etc. FREE Estimates.
510-305-3205

HAULING SERVICE

*SMALL/LARGE JOBS. Wood,
trash, concrete, furniture. Low
rates. 510-268-1412/ 510-328-8616

HAULING: Small and Big Jobs.
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash,
Metal, etc. 510-715-1578.

VIEW the CLASSIFIED Ads
Online at
sanleandrotimes.com or
castrovalleyforum.com
For help or for more info call
510-614-1558. E.B. Publishiny

AN 2 ‘7 !
LIFE ElderCare Inc.

Do you need VIP rides? Do you
have mobility, frailty, vision, or
other impairments that hinder you
from shopping or seeing your
doctor? See if you qualify for our
VIP Rides Program. Trained driv-
ers can provide you a ride and
help you get to your destination.
Call 510-856-9010 or email to:
info@lifeElderCare.org Donations
requested but no one is turned
away for inability to pay.

HeLp WANTED

GENERAL

The City of San Leandro is now
accepting on-line applications for:
Street Maintenance Worker Il —
$4.802- $5,837/month
For more detailed information,
please visit www.sanleandro.org
EOE

Landscape/ Gardening laborer full-
time. Based outof Castro Valley.
$16-$18 start  depending  upon
experience plus benefits. Must have
CDL, good DMV. Please visit
www.hansenlandscape.com “About
Us” for full benefits. Please do
not call, please kindly

email hansen.steve @ comcast.net

Arrow Construction, Local Under-
ground Construction company is
now hiring for various positions:
Foreman, Equipment Operator,
Class A Truck Driver and laborers.
Experience is a plus but willing to
train. Apply at 1777 Neptune Drive,
San Leandro. 510-352-0600.

HeALTH CARE

Caregiver needed for disabled
Berkeley man. Various hours. Pay
weekly. 510-848-1000.

House CLEANING

*CONNIE’S NATURAL CLEANING
Licensed/ Insured/ Bonded
Make Your Home a Pleasant
and Healthy Environment
www.conniesnatural.com
Call 510-506-5053

Cristina House Cleaning, free
estimates, senior discount. Bus.-Lic.
#121121. 510-825-0459.

WALTON’S JANITORIAL
Licensed / Bonded / Local
For a SPARKLE CLEAN
OFFICE or Home
Windows ¢ Floors
* Carpets » Restrooms
Phone 352-7948

Member of S.L. Chamber of Comm.

Dirt Devil (Broom-Vac) upright
vacuum (like new). $45 o.b.o. 510-
813-6550.

CLOTHING
Genuine black dyed Mink Coat full
length, women's 12-14. More than
50% off. $5K or best offer. Call

Patricia 510-825-4838.

COLLECTIBLES
Batman Forever very rare full-size
(new) 27"x41” theatre poster $19
0.b.o. Call 925-735-1901.

ELECTRONICS

Logitech QuickCam for Notebooks
with autofocus, brand new. $35. 510-
382-1844.

H.P. 672C inkjet printer, excellent
condition. (Includes 5 extra ink
cartridges). $25. Call 510-278-1006

FURNITURE

3 seat couch (1 seat reclines) brown
leather, in excellent condition. $50
o.b.o. Call 510-258-6537.

TIMESHARES

Tahoe (near Heavenly Valley) Time-
share. $7,000 o.b.o. 510-538-8041.

Misc. WANTED

| INCcOME TAX SERVICE |

Dolores Finn (TAX SHOPPE)
by appointment 925-952-4432.

Misc. FOR SALE

Kerr & Ball gt. size cannning jars.
50¢ each. Call 510-780-2791.

WANTED: Old toys, pedal cars,
license plates, fishing tackle, etc.
510-886-3195.

WANTED: Used HP All-in-One print-
er (the one that has 6 cartridges).
Call Patrick 510-517-3351.

MusicAL
SERVICES LESSONS

EAST BAY MUSICIAN - Lessons,
Good with Kids. Call 510-427-3955.

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Are you interested in buying or
selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

*SCOTT HARRISON - Realtor
Coldwell Banker 510-388-4536

ReAL ESTATE/INCOME

Gain financial know-how of business
owners and real estate investors.
Text Russ at 510-470-4144.

(ATTENTION )
LANDLORDS

U

7N

You may rent your property with
a sign in the window or with an
ad on the internet... But why not
also advertise your rental in both
the San Leandro Times & Castro
Valley Forum for as little as $25,
and reach over 60,000 readers!

\_T0 PLACE AN AD, CALL 614-1558

RENTALS

CwWP

Your Professional Property
Management Team - Established 1967
198 Juana Ave. 510-352-6310
www.cwpmgmt.com

FREE RENTAL LISTINGS

FREE Online Tenant/Owner Access

APARTMENTS

Castro Valley 2-bedroom, 1-bath,
Walk to BART and Village. Gated,
laundry, pool, fitness. $1,795. 510-
582-8389.
www.bartplazaapartments.com

Castro Valley (John Court) renovat-
ed 2-bedroom 1-bath, laundry room,
pool, parking. $2,000 month (water,
garbage & gas included). No Sect.-8
or pets. 510-362-8825.

Hayward 1-bedrooms  $1,245 -
$1,345, 2-bedrooms $1,545 & up
(check availability). Patios, balconies,
pool, ample parking, storage, spa-
cious. 510-887-6633.

Hayward spacious 1-bedroom
$1,100+, 2-bedroom $1,400+. Balco-
ny, patio, pool. 510-581-4702.

English Speaking
One-time Yard Cleanups
Weekly, Monthly & Quarterly
Services

Call 510-537-0464

License #769174  Insured

Lawn Care, Sprinkler Systems, Lots & Hill-
sides Cleaned & Planted, Drainage/Gutters,
Fences, Decks, Patios, Arbors, Concrete, etc.

CALL 510-385-2122

FREE ESTIMATES

EXCELLENT REFERENCES / SINCE 1994
INSURED / AL WORK GUARANTEED / UNLICENSED

Gardening Gardening / Tree Service| Handyman Hardwood Flooring
YW L DENER Y FERREIRA'S
GRPENERAG ’G) EREZ || HANDYMAN | | sazowson oorme
ardening &
L. Maintenance SEBVIGES Sand e Install ® Refinish
Specializing In b i Glista » Oil Base
Winter Cleanups | | s e e | [ e e 58 1oars 25 Years Experience

(925) 548-4202

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Jeff Today!

510-366-6491

Lic. #803455
i !fﬂr |

| I

A R

Painting

Plumbing

Plumbing

DiegoPainting

Commercial

e Interior/
Exterior

« Power Washing /

[FREE ESTIMATES |

Lic. #855054 ¢ diegopainting@comcast.net
< www.diegopainting.com

(510) 331-6152

CAPELLI PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING

Compare
Our Prices! £y

FREE ESTIMATES SR\ Lk
24/7 SERVICE

BBB Military & Senior Discounts

=Y Family Owned & Operated

510-969-4358

LIC. #904794

Servic

@)
BBB
BEB

MEMBER Re-Piping Old Galvanized Pipes With Copper Type “L”

e 4 Plumbing

www.service4plumbing.com

(510) 614-5887

Bonded & Insured ¢ CA License #1004766
FREE ESTIMATES e Se Habla Espariol
Low Water Pressure?

25 Years in Business!

24-Hour Service

Your Local
Plumber!

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 15% OFF YOUR NEXT PLUMBING SERVICE

Roofing

Roofing

W

]
Castro Valley

-]

derlin

OFING SYSTEMS
Lic. #642517 « Insured/Bonded

$200.°° OFF

COMPLETE REROOFING WITH TEAR-OFF

One Coupon Per Customer «

(ER0)EELEHEED

We Specialize in Residential Roofing

FAMILY OWNED &
OPERATED
Over 25 Years Experience
Reroofs « Repairs ¢ Inspections
Dry Rot Repair  Seamless Gutters
(Pre-painted)
FREE ESTIMATES

Expires 3/31/17

BANNER ROOFING CO.

* New Roofs * Re-Roofs *x Roof Repairs *
RESIDENTIAL

ROOFING TYPES

ASPHALT SHINGLES
FIREPROOF TILE & SLATE
CEDAR SHINGLES

METAL ROOF SYSTEMS
TAR & GRAVEL
SINGLE-PLY SYSTEMS

LIC # 657692

COMMERCIAL
ALL TYPES OF

ROOF REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL
WORKMANSHIP

LICENSED / BONDED / INSURED e+ 2424 CLEMENT ST., ALAMEDA
FREE ESTIMATES SENIOR DISCOUNTS

GUTTER TYPES

SEAMLESS ALUMINUM,
PREPAINTED IN 20 COLORS
GALVANIZED 57, 6” & 7”
COPPER GUTTER SYSTEMS
SHEETMETAL FABRICATION
OVERHANG SOFFIT & FASCIA
CLEANING & REPAIRS

>
>
>*
>
>
>
>*
>
>
>
>*
>
>
>
>*
>
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LANDLORDS — Advertise your
units! A vacancy day is money
lost forever ... R. Bowman

ReENTALS/WANTED

WANTED: Castro Valley room, $650
month range, w/females only. 510-
417-1912.

SERVICES

SELL YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
with a Classified Ad
For more info or to place an ad
call 510-614-1558
San Leandro Times/Castro Valley Forum

TREE SERVICE

*A CAREFUL TREE SERVICE.
Certified. Arborist. Lic.#694067. Trim-
ming, Removals. FREE Estimates.
Bonded. Call 510-581-7377.

YouR INFO

Advertise your Home for rent in the
San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum
DON’'T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!
— A vacancy day is money lost forever —
To place an ad call 510-614-1558

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:
Monday 5:00 p.m.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!
— A vacancy day is money lost forever —

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING?
Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

VIEW the CLASSIFIED Ads
Online at
sanleandrotimes.com or
castrovalleyforum.com
For help or for more info call
510-614-1558. E.B. Publishiny

‘THANK-YOU

for supporting the Castro Valley
Forum and San Leandro Times!
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We greatly appreciate our many
advertisers who make it possible for
\_US to publish these newspapers.

(Need Remodeling? )

How about a new
kitchen or bath?

CHECK OUT OUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
&

HOME SERVICES

(FOR HELP! )

rHelp for the homeowne?
means business for you!

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR
HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

(ATTENTION )
LANDLORDS

U

7\

You may rent your property with

a sign in the window or with an
ad on the internet... But why not
also advertise your rental in both
the San Leandro Times & Castro
Valley Forum for as little as $25,
and reach over 60,000 readers!
kTI] PLACE AN AD, CALL 614-1558

(THANK-YOU )

for supporting the Castro Valley
Forum and San Leandro Times!
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We greatly appreciate our many
advertisers who make it possible for
\_Us {0 publish these newspapers.
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Golf Course: System designed so that golf course could flood

The water from Upper San Leandro Reservoir flows down San Leandro Creek through
the golf course, which sometimes floods, before reaching Lake Chabot.

continued from front page
through the golf course or else
there was a risk of harming the
dam, according to Frank Mellon,
EBMUD Ward 7 director.

Mellon said that the district’s
reservoirs are kept around 80
percent full so they can allow
for water to flow-in from other
sources upcountry.

The district and the golf
course have an understanding that
EBMUD will release water into
the creek if it’s necessary and the
golf course is on the flood plain.

It was a deliberate decision
to have a golf course in the area,
because few if any uses for the
land other than recreation can be
an effective part of a flood area,
Mellon added.

Mellon also cautioned peo-
ple to not have an exaggerated
picture in their minds about how
EBMUD releases excess water.

PHOTO BY AMY SYLVESTRI

LOCAL DEATHS

SANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARY

—— Supporting Local Churches and Families for Over 80 Years —

FUNERAL AND CREMATION
PROFESSIONALS

Traditional Services * Cremation Options
Pre-Arrangements

Serving All Faiths and Cultures

510-483-0123

www.santos-robinson.com Vq

)
A
3
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; Ruth Helen Ferreira g
July 8, 1921 — January 24, 2017 o
é Ruth was born in Las Banos, California, and é

¢\ to her children, Douglas (Rosalie) and Russell
i (Renae). She loved and adored her 5 grandchildren,
A Doug, Jr. (Brandy) David (Lisa), Andrew, Adam

4 Madeleine, David Jr., Joseph and Madelyn. She is warmly remembered by her
A nieces, Victoria Sciacca (Paul), Annie and Tori; her nephew and godson, Gilbert
% Colomy; and her caregiver-angel, Dawn Robinson Criss.

e

grew up in San Leandro. She passed peaceful-
ly with her family by her side at her home in
Oakland.

Ruth is survived by David, her devoted
husband of 70 years. She was a beloved mother

%

e

and Robert; and her 5 great-grandchildren, Marina,

Friends and family gathered at Assumption Church in San Leandro for a
Mass of Christian Burial.

T RO ST

!

{\’;GRISSOM S

M.J’ CHAPEL &MORTUARY INc.
PRIVATE CREMATO!

ST e

Proudly providing compassionate
and exceptional services to our
diverse community. Family owned
with a private onsite crematory,
reception facilities, premium video
system and ample parking.

Grissom’s

Chapel & Mortuary, Inc.

267 East Lewelling Blvd.
San Lorenzo * 510-278-2800

WWW. grissomsmortuary.com | FD 1205
Family Owned Since 1957

L1sa M. Bradshaw

FERREIRA, Ruth Helen
SAN LEANDRO MECK, George H., Jr.
TIMES OBITUARIES | VERDUZCO, Jesse G.

may be emailed to:
obits@ebpublishing.com

or faxed to 510-483-4209.
(Include a phone
number.)

Brief death notices

are published free.
Longer-length notices,
including pictures, are
available for a fee.

B MECK, George H. Meck,
Jr., a resident of San Leandro,
passed away January 21, 2017.
He was 83 years old. George
was born in Sacramento and
raised in Niles. Graveside ser-
vices to be held at Chapel of the
Chimes in Hayward at 10 a.m.
on Saturday, Feb. 4.

B VERDUZCO, Jesse G.,
a longtime resident of San
Leandro, passed away on Jan-
vary 24, 2017 at age 72. At his
request, no services will be held.

For assistance, please
call Patrick Vadnais
at 510-614-1558.

Arrangements made by San-
tos-Robinson Mortuary in San
Leandro (510-483-0123, san-
tos-robinson.com).

Serving Families In Our Community
With Compassion and Service Excellence

SArA L. ENNOR

San Leandro | | LAWYER
Funeral Home
Saioze]isrtgg(:,u&é oak77 B Wills & Trusts
510.483.5300

B Benefits, ERISA
B QDROs

510-633-9985

www.sanleandro-fth.com
(Formerly Guerrero Mortuary)
Serving All Faiths
e Large Chapel
¢ Reception Room & Kitchenette

New Location - Stanton House
%
DEERCREEK

CREMATION SERVICES

Funerals at Your Place of Worship
Jay Spencer - Director
Call for appointment (510) 317-7890
1700 Norbridge Ave., Ste. D, Castro Valley

WWW. DeerCreekCrematlon com  fD1s0s

A+ Rated

o

“It’s not some massive flood
that comes barreling down the
canyon,” said Mellon. The creek
reaches capacity and overflows
its banks.

That being said, Mellon
warns that California’s drought
problems are far from over de-
spite a rainy few months.

“I love the rain, but I’ve

had many people ask me if the
drought is over,” said Mellon.
“Really and truly, California is
drought country. We are between
droughts — this is only an inter-
lude before the next drought is
due. That’s why East Bay MUD
is so concerned with things like
conservation and recycling of
water.”

Eden: Purpose questioned

continued from front page

to shut down ETHD “evoked
the image of scheming relatives
trying to get a rich uncle declared
incompetent in order to grab his
cash.”

After nearly 70 years in op-
eration, ETHD has been hit with
claims from Chan, Bonta, and
others that the district is redun-
dant and its function could be
better handled by the county.

The district countered that
if its functions were taken over,
whatever successor agency put in
place would still require funding
and staff to operate and who is
to say that would be anymore
efficient than having ETHD do
the job?

The district took more criti-
cism over the summer, when the
Alameda County Grand Jury is-
sued areport that said the district
“failed in its mission” and lacked
a plan for its future.

So the Alameda County Local
Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCo) ordered another report
on ETHD’s operations prepared
by independent urban policy an-
alysts Berkson Associates.

Richard Berkson presented a
draft of his report to the LAFCo
board Tuesday Night at a special
meeting at the Castro Valley
Library.

Overall, Berkson concluded
that the ETHD provides a “ser-
vice of value” to the community
and its services shouldn’t be
discontinued.

But Berkson did say that
if ETHD were to be dissolved,
those services could continue via
a successor agency and it would
be up to LAFCo to create such
an entity.

The district started out man-
aging Eden Hospital and, over
the years, has owned and over-
seen various medical buildings
in San Leandro, Hayward, and
the unincorporated areas. It was
created with taxpayer money, but
no longer collects tax money and
instead subsists on its real estate
holdings.

Currently, ETHD owns and
rents out three medical office
buildings and also distributes
healthcare-related grant money,
though it doesn’t own or operate
any hospitals.

One of the main arguments
against maintaining the ETHD is
that it no longer provides direct
health services. But Berkson
said that is not unusual for a
healthcare district. Of the 78
such districts in California, 30 no
longer operate hospitals.

LAFCo heard public com-
ments from over 20 speakers
at the meeting, which will be
included in the final draft of
Berkson’s report.

Mayor Cutter and a represen-
tative from Chan’s office both
said that if the money went to
the county, hospitals with fewer
well-insured patients — including
San Leandro Hospital — would
benefit.

“”What I want is to keep
our safety-net hospitals open,”
said Cutter, who added that she
was disappointed that she and
San Leandro city staff weren’t

66 What |
want is to
keep our
safety-net
hospitals
open.

— San Leandro Mayor
Paulilne Cutter

contacted for the report.

Terry Lightfoot, director of
the county health system, crit-
icized ETHD for spending too
much on administration and not
enough on direct health care,
calling their spending “extreme-
ly one-sided.” He went on to
suggest that ETHD donate some
office space in the buildings that
it owns to doctors who care for
under-served patients.

Eden CEO Dev Mahadevan
called shutting down the district
“killing a golden goose” because
if the district is dissolved and the
real estate sold (as Berkson said
was probable), all of the money
will be distributed as a one-time
event and new revenue will cease
to come in.

If you didn’t get a chance to
speak to the LAFCo board at the
meeting, you can also submit a
written comment to the LAFCo
website, or mail your comment
to 1221 Oak Street, Room 555,
Oakland, CA 94612. Comments
received by tomorrow (Feb. 3)
will be considered for the final
draft of the study.

After the final draft is com-
pleted, LAFCo will make its
decision — they could decide to
keep ETHD running as is, dis-
solve the district, or restructure it.
Tentatively, they are set to discuss
ETHD’s fate at their March 9
meeting.
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LETTERS to the EDITOR

Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number, and must
be under 300 words. We reserve the right to edit as necessary. E-mail letters to:
letters @ebpublishing.com or fax to: 483-4209, or send by mail to: The Editor, San
Leandro Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577.

Wonders Why ‘Pro-Lifers’ Ignore
Unwanted Children After Birth

Editor:

This is a reply to Stephanie Choury
(“Trump Victory ‘Brought About By
Prayers of Pro-Lifers’,” Letters, Jan.
26).

I applaud your right to your opinion,
but have one question that has bothered
me for years.

Why are pro-lifers all so vigilant
about life before it’s born and ignore
the problems for many of these un-
wanted children after they’re born? I
would agree with you whole heartedly
if every pro-lifer agreed to adopt, raise
and support every unwanted child that
is born.

I don’t see any uproar about what
happens to our unwanted children after
birth — caring has to be for that life
after birth as well as before.

— Gerry Mellen
San Leandro

‘How Do We Handle People Who
Deny Reality?’

Editor:

The Washington Post showed photos
of the crowds at Trump’s and Obama’s
2009 inauguration to 1,388 Americans.
Half were not told which inauguration
the photos showed, they were simply
asked to point to the larger crowd.

In that group, 41 percent of declared
Trump supporters pointed to the small-
er crowd and said it was bigger. How’s
that possible?

From WikiPedia: “In the psychology
of human behavior, denialism is a per-
son’s choice to deny reality, as a way
to avoid a psychologically uncomfort-
able truth. Denialism is an essentially
irrational action that withholds the
validation of a historical experience or
event, by the person refusing to accept
an empirically verifiable reality.”

No one makes good decisions from
inaccurate, incomplete or obsolete
information, but people make stupid
decisions every time they ignore the
facts altogether. Duh!

Well documented lists of Trump’s
lies and contradictions are easy to find
because he lies constantly, blatantly,
without shame or regret. Every day he
says something so outrageous it sends
the media, America, and much of the
world into confusion and panic.

These are attempts to distract us
from Trump’s dubious activities in-
cluding trying to muzzle the “hostile”
media, silence scientific organizations
and remove factual information from
government websites which do not
conform to Trump’s Alice-in-Wonder-
land view of the universe.

How can anyone believe anything
the rookie Trump administration says
when even his own cabinet appointees
(dis-appointees?) contradict Trump at
their confirmation hearings when they
said, “NATO good, Russia bad, walls
don’t work, torture and a Muslim ban
are illegal, un-American and counter
productive in the war on terror.”

He won’t release his taxes, and
claims he’s impervious to conflict of
interest laws. No big deal, right?

His minions eat it up, and say,
“Please, sir, may I have some more.”
(And the minions include Republican
leaders who twist themselves into Gor-
dian knots trying to support Trumps
bizarre rants and proposals.)

Q: How do you have a civil debate
with politicians who refuse to bargain
in good faith or citizens who display
ignorance, hate, self-destructive be-
havior? How do we handle people who
deny reality?

A: We demonstrate how to act like
an American. We stand together the
way we did during the biggest demon-
stration in history against Trump and
in support of women’s and human
rights. We dash to the barricades the
way many thousands did at airports
and federal buildings across America
when the disastrous Muslim ban was
launched. We fight like they did in
1776.

Paraphrasing German Pastor Martin
Neimoller: “First they came for the
fact checkers, and I did not speak out
because I'm not a fact checker. Then
they came for the dissenters and I
did not speak out because I'm not a
dissenter. Then they came for the poor,
the uneducated and the sick, and I did
not speak out because I wasn’t poor,
uneducated or sick. Then they came
for me — and there was no one left to
speak for me.”

We stand up for the oppressed, the
poor, the sick and the defenseless —
because that is what Americans have
always done, because that is who we
are! We can’t delay, freedom and jus-
tice are just too precious... and fragile.

— Sal Capo
San Leandro

Says Trump’s Only Mandate
Exists in His Imagination

Editor:

Poor Leo T. (“Trump’s Speech ‘a
Beautiful Departing Kick in Obama’s
Butt’,” Leo T. West, Letters, Jan. 26).

Never stops ranting and raving
about scabs, political conspiracies,
enemies, and, of course, Obama. But
forgets to mention that Trump lost to a
woman by 2,865,000 votes.

54 percent of voting Americans
didn’t want Trump in charge of any-
thing, while California voted nearly
2-to-1 against him.

Alameda County? 5-to-1 against
him, while San Francisco County did
even better at 9-to-1.

Even that normal bastion of the right
wing — Orange County — didn’t want
him either.

The only “public mandate” that
exists is in Trump’s vivid imagination,
which, as we’ve seen, has no limits,
while he quickly refills his “drained
swamp” with Wall Street’s own
“swamp monsters”

— Ken Kellogg
San Leandro

Trump Ban on Mostly Muslim
Countries Called ‘Divisive,
Destructive, Despicable’

Editor:
It was a stupid campaign “pledge” to
block entry to our country for people

from Muslim countries. As a policy,
which the inexperienced President
just promulgated, it is divisive, de-
structive, and despicable.

The Bully-in-Chief has now
divided law-abiding Americans into
“them” and “us.” He has confirmed
the worst propaganda that religious
fanatics abroad say about us: that we
are anti-Muslim. He is creating ene-
mies where we once had friends. He
is alienating the very people in this
country who have been most helpful
in combating Islamic terrorism.

Is this the action of a traitorous
dictator or a mentally incompetent
nincompoop? Either way, when will
Republicans in Congress impeach
and replace him?

—Bruce Joffe
Piedmont

Has Some Questions About
Recent Issues in San Leandro

Editor:

I have some questions regarding
issues brought up in the last few
editions of your paper:

Why does the city manager
demand fiscal responsibility for $1.5
million dollars of public money when
it’s spent on social services, but not
when 3/4 of a million is proposed to
be spent on art?

Or, when over 1/4 million was
already spent on musical chairs, graffiti
electrical boxes and decorative flags?

Why do the new owners of Trailer
Haven think we can’t do math? If you
jack rents by 25 percent, and offer a
hardship discount of 10 percent, doesn’t
that mean even hardship cases will still
be paying a huge 15-percent raise?

Why does Councilmember Lopez
encourage everyone to support a
council vote to make San Leandro a
sanctuary city, while ignoring the fact
that many of them work in low-wage,
no-benefit jobs — or two — and struggle
mightily to meet the soaring costs of
rent? Does this indicate she’s willing
to protect these people from ICE, but
not from the landlords?

Why does Mr. West (Letters, Jan.
26) not know what a “scab” is? I'm
a retired union worker, and scabs are
persons brought in to work at our
jobs — without union wages and with
no benefits — if we go on strike or
are locked out. It’s a tried and true
union-busting tactic. Maybe it means
something a bit different in the coun-
try he emigrated from?

Why does Ms. Choury (Letters,
Jan. 26) think people like herself are
being persecuted for their faith, but
doesn’t have a single word calling out
the injustice of a Muslim registry? She
accuses us of being “unfamiliar with
the laws of god,” while totally ignor-
ing the fact that not everyone holds,
nor is required to hold, her beliefs. So
now who’s the intolerant one?

— K. Lee-Figueroa
San Leandro

Something To Be Thankful For
In Times of Doubt and Fear

Editor and Fellow Citizens:

In this time of doubt and fear, and
angst, let us be thankful.

For what, you say?

I say for the sun that rises faithful-
ly in the east and gives light and life
to the Earth. I choose to thank God,
the creator of heaven and earth, for
where would we be without the sun.

— Ute Anderson
San Leandro

Dismayed Over Trump Go-Ahead
On Oil Pipeline Projects

Editor:

It is with great dismay that President
Trump has committed human rights
violations towards American Indians
such as the Lakota people by signing
an executive order that will renew the
building of both the Keystone and
Dakota Access Pipelines that will dev-
astate their homelands in both North
and South Dakota.

In the case of the Keystone Pipeline,
the oil from it will spill into the water
in which the Lakotas drink and bathe
in. Also, in the case of the Dakota
Access Pipeline, the Texas-based oil

company Energy Transfer Partners
rammed through the pipeline over the
Lakota sacred sites and will have oil
spill into the Missouri River.
During the last two years of his
term, President Obama vetoed a bill
that would have allowed the building
of the Keystone Pipeline and his Army
Corp of Engineers in December denied
a permit for Energy Transfer Partners
to continue to build this pipeline. Now,
President Trump has once again given
green light to build these pipelines.
People who are concerned about the
well-being of the Lakota people, should
rise up and fight Trump’s actions.
— Billy Trice, Jr.
Oakland

INQUIRING REPORTER

Is the press biased against Trump?

— Asked around town

Yes, because he’s just a
businessman with no political
experience. He doesn’t have
political background.

Gwen Love
San Leandro

I don’t know if it’s bias. They’re alarmed
and alerted. So the media is operating on
that basis, which I'm glad of — to keep him
in check. That’s what they’re supposed to
do. Not biased as in out to get him. Just let
the public know what’s going on.

Ron Williams
Oakland

No, I don’t think so.
They’re just being honest.

Eddie Page
Hayward

I think there’s a lot of coverage but
I don’t know if it’s biased. He’s

L

becoming like a celebrity president.
I think he should be given a chance.
At least watch his first 100 days and
see if it’s good or bad.

Navin Victor
Mountain House,
works in San Leandro

I'don’t think the media are being
unfair, because when he speaks
it doesn’t make sense. So he just
gets what he deserves.

Ramona Hendrix
San Leandro
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== Documentaries on Authors
Walker and Morrison
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The Main Library received new furniture and carpets.
Library Re-Opens
With New Furniture

The Main Library re-opened
last week after being closed for
more than a month for renova-
tions.

The library got a fresh coat
of paint, new carpeting and floor-
ing, and new furniture. The total
cost of the renovation was about
$795,000.

About $590,000 came from
revenue from Measure HH —
the 2014 sales tax increase that
brought sales tax in the city to
10 percent.

The remainder came from
the San Leandro Public Library
Foundation, a non-profit that
was established during the
major renovation and retrofit

of the Main Library back in the
year 2000.

The San Leandro History
Museum, 320 West Estudillo
Ave., will screen two documenta-

| ry shorts about authors Margaret

Walker and Toni Morrison on
Saturday, Feb. 4.

Both movies will be shown
twice, at 11:30 a.m. and again
at 2 p.m. There’s no charge for
admission and you can bring your
own snacks.

For My People: The Life
and Writing of Margaret Walker
(1998, 28 min. NR) combines
conversations with Walker, com-
mentary from leading scholars
and readings of her poetry to
explore why she is often referred
to as the "most famous person

Tickets on Sale for Talent Show

Tickets are on sale for the
fifth annual San Leandro city-
wide teen talent show, San Le-
andro’s Got Talent, on Saturday,
Feb. 18, from 7 to 10 p.m. at the
San Leandro Marina Community
Center, 15301 Wicks Boulevard.

Teens ages 13 to 18 will
compete for prizes, with winners
chosen by the audience and a
local celebrity judging panel.

Tickets are available at the
Marina Community Center;

the San Leandro Main Library,
300 Estudillo Ave.; or the San
Leandro Senior Center, located at
13909 East 14th St. Ticket prices
are $10 for adults and $5 for
youths 17 years of age and under.

The talent shows celebrity
judges will include DJ St. John
- 99.7NOW! radio personality;
Douglas Spalding — Local teacher
and performing arts enthusiast;
and Joy Graham-Korst — profes-
sional Opera singer and musician.

nobody knows.” Walker's poem, |

“For My People" set a tone and
a level of commitment which
African American literature has
been responding to ever since.

Sheer Good Fortune: Cel-
ebrating Toni Morrison (2014,
39 min. NR) shares highlights
from an extraordinary evening
that brought African American
writers together in celebration of
Morrison (America's only living
Nobel Laureate in literature)
to pay tribute to her lifetime
achievements and its meaning
in their lives and work. Speakers
include Maya Angelou, Edwidge
Danticat and Sonia Sanchez as
well as Morrison herself.
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Jersey

The Pets of the Week at the
Hayward Animal Shelter, 16
Barnes Court in Hayward, are
Jersey the dog and, Oreo the
kitten.

Jersey is a young pup who
plays with toys and does well
with other dogs. She loves to
be by your side and make you
happy. Good with kids 8 years

Oreo

old and up.

Oreo is a playful 6-month-
old kitten who's a bit shy. He's
very gentle and looking for a
family who will give him love,
affection and lots snuggle time
to help him blossom.

For more information about
Jersey or Oreo, call the Hayward
Animal Shelter at 293-7200.

Chicago Steppin’ Dance Comes to San Leandro

The San Leandro Recreation
& Human Services Department
announces the launch of a new
dance class, Chicago Steppin
for adults ages 50+, beginning
on Feb. 3.

Three-year award winning
principal instructor Ron Brown
of “Just Steppin” is bringing
Chicago Style Steppin classes for
adults to the San Leandro Senior
Community Center.

Ron Brown is well known

in the Steppin dance arena and
has taught classes throughout
California and beyond. He will
teach participants how to Step,
beginning with the fundamental
patterns for the 8-count.

The class will include the
history of Steppin, along with the
initial start, the elegant turns, the
lead and follow, lane etiquette,
footwork and much more. No
partner is required and all levels
are welcome.

Register with the San
Leandro Recreation-Human
Services Department online,
mail-in, or walk-in at the San
Leandro Senior Community
Center or Marina Community
Center. Registration for resi-
dents is now available; non-res-
idents may begin registering on
February 2.

For more information, call
577-3462 or visit www.sanlean-
drorec.org.
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