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What is a parable? We know Jesus loved to use them and in today’s Gospel we
get not just one but five one right after another. What is it about parables that made Jesus
tell so many?

Well, a parable is a short metaphorical story to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson.
Seems simple enough. The idea is for the person who is hearing the parable to immerse
themselves in it and discover what it is saying to them personally. Jesus wants us to use
our imagination and creativity to discover the truth in ourselves about these ordinary
everyday objects and events that he describes in his parables. He wants us to reflect on
these stories and find the moral lesson within us that will help us grow closer to God. In
essence Jesus used parables as a way to make people think more deeply about his
teachings.

Most of the time we think parables were an ancient way of emphasizing moral
issues but there are also many movies and books that do the same thing. Some of them
ask us to really look at what our own moral and ethical landscape is. The TV show, “What
would you do?” basically does the same thing. Given a specific situation, what does your
inner moral, ethical compass tell you to do?

Granted most of the time we like to think life is black and white — you're good or
you’re bad. But we know there are so many nuances that makes life very gray indeed.
This is the purpose of the parables to make us think about what is important to you and
how they impact your inner ethical, moral and spiritual life.

Today’s parables do just that. Five parables that can be summed up by a mustard
seed, yeast, a treasure, a pearl, and a net. Five ordinary objects offering us to wonder
what does this mean to me personally. How do those five things impact my life.

Perhaps the best way to do this is to also look at movies that have a similar theme
which can help us look at these parables from a modern perspective and how they impact
us today. The parable of the mustard seed is probably the most famous of them all. Atiny
seed that grows into a huge tree. Two movies come to my mind that | believe illustrate a
way to look at this. A Wonderful life and Hidden figures. A Wonderful life is about how
one ordinary life blesses countless others. Hidden Figures, the story of African American
women who worked for NASA and did all the calculations for the space program who
were never recognized until recently, is about how quiet faithfulness changes history.

Personally, this means: Every prayer you pray matters. Every act of kindness you
do matters. Every word of forgiveness you give matters. Every quiet decision to love
instead of hate matters. We often want dramatic spiritual experiences. Jesus says God
usually begins with tiny seeds. Perhaps we need to ask what small seed is God asking
me to plant today? Have | dismissed something because it seemed too insignificant? This
parable reminds us that spiritual growth is usually slow, hidden, and surprisingly
expansive.

The parable of the yeast is all about how yeast changes the composite of the
dough. | think of the movies Pay it Forward about a 12 year old boy who challenges his
class to do three selfless acts without expecting anything in return. Chocalat is about how
an outsider, a woman, introduces chocolate during the Lenten season into a rigid,
traditional town, gradually transforming the entire community's rigid structure from within.



What does this tell us about being yeast? If we follow Jesus he doesn't simply
improve our behavior he transforms our hearts. It emphasizes how the Gospel works
quietly before it becomes visible. Oftentimes we become discouraged because we don't
see immediate change in ourselves but Jesus says transformation often happens beneath
the surface like yeast. Perhaps we need to ask where is God quietly changing me? Am |
allowing Jesus into every part of my life, or only the comfortable parts? The reality of
God’s kingdom is that it begins with new life from within.

How about the parable of the hidden treasure. The movie that comes to mind is
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade which is all about finding the Holy Grail. The movie
climax is about choosing the humble carpenter's cup over false, glittering riches, directly
mirroring the spiritual theme of recognizing true, hidden worth.

The parable tells us about a person who unexpectedly finds this incredible treasure
and then joyfully sells everything to possess it. He isn't sad. He isn't forced. He is joyful
because he knows what he has found. Many people spend their lives chasing careers,
money, approval, popularity, security, or comfort all the while Jesus asks: "What if knowing
God is the greatest treasure you've been searching for?" The question we need to ask is
what do | treasure most? What would | be unwilling to surrender for Jesus because our
priorities reveal what we believe our real treasure is.

Then we have the parable of the pearl. Two movies Chariots of Fire and A Man for
all Seasons capture this parable. In Chariots of Fire, Eric Lidell, an Olympic runner
refuses to run on Sunday even though it means forfeiting the race he excels at. In A Man
for all Seasons Sir Thomas More defies King Henry VIII and refuses to intervene for him
with the pope so Henry could get a divorce. His religious principles were what guided
him so that everything else found its proper place despite what others wanted him to do.

Unlike the man who unexpectedly finds treasure, the merchant has been searching
all his life for this perfect pearl. Don’t we do the same thing. We search for success,
possessions, pleasure, relationships. Until one day we realize that those relationship
leave us empty. This parable asks: "What have | built my life around?" Where is Jesus in
my life? Jesus isn't one valuable pearl among many. He is the pearl.

Finally we have the parable of the net. Twelve Angry Men and Anatomy of a
Murder are two movies that emphasize how we are quick to let personal prejudices affect
our decisions. It reveals how subjective our behavior and motives can complicate the
quest for truth and color our desire for judgement. The parable tells us how the net
gathers every kind of fish. Jesus reminds us that justice belongs to God and asks us to
examine our own lives rather than judging others. We need to ask am | merely associated
with Christianity, or am | truly following Jesus? Is my faith producing compassion, justice,
mercy, humility, and love? The Kingdom is open to everyone. But each one of us must
decide how we will respond.

Taken together, these parables describe the entire journey of discipleship. God
plants something small in us. Faith begins with a tiny seed. God transforms us from within.
Like yeast, grace quietly changes our hearts. We discover Jesus’ incomparable value and
we realize nothing compares with God's Kingdom. We live knowing our lives matter to
God because our daily choices reflect whether we are citizens of God's Kingdom.

Ultimately, these parables are less about understanding the Kingdom and more
about entering it. Jesus asks each of us: Will you trust that small acts of faith can change
the world? Will you allow my Spirit to transform your heart? Will you treasure me above



everything else? Will you seek me above every other pursuit? Will you live today in light
of God’s expansive inclusive love?

The Kingdom of God is not merely a future destination. It is God's reign breaking
into our lives here and now. Every act of mercy, every step of forgiveness, every choice
for justice, every sacrifice made in love, every quiet prayer, and every faithful act becomes
evidence that the Kingdom is already taking root within us.

These five parables invite us to move from simply admiring Jesus' teaching to
allowing it to reshape our hearts, our priorities, and our lives until we ourselves become
signs of God's Kingdom in the world. Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the
kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not
something that can be observed, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,” or ‘There it is,” because
the kingdom of God is within you.”

May we have the faith to sow the seeds, the patience to trust God's growth, and
the courage to become the kind of people through whom the world catches a glimpse of
the kingdom that Jesus came to proclaim. Amen.



