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HARVARD HOUSING AUTHORITY

Violence Against Women Act Procedures

(VAWA)

Verification of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence or Stalking 

A. Requirements for verification the Harvard Housing Authority Executive Director may verify that an incident or incidents of actual or threatened domestic violence, dating violence stalking claimed by a tenant or other lawful occupant is bona fide and meets the requirements of the applicable definitions set forth in this policy.  The Harvard Housing Authority (HHA) shall require verification in all cases where an individual claims protection against an action involving such individual proposed to be taken by HHA.  

Verification of a claimed incident or incidents of actual or threatened domestic violence, dating violence or stalking may be accomplished in one of the following two ways:

1. Form HUD-5382 - by providing to HHA on the form approved by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and available at the HHA office, that the individual is a victim of domestic violence, dating violence or stalking that the incident or incidents in question are bona fide incidents of actual or threatened abuse meeting the requirements of the applicable definition(s) set forth in this policy/procedure.  The incident or incidents in question must be described in reasonable detail as required on Form HUD-5382, and the completed certification must include the name of the perpetrator.  The form must also be signed by the HHA Executive Director, volunteer of victim service provider, an attorney or a medical professional from whom the victim has sought assistance in addressing the domestic violence, dating violence or stalking, or the effects of the abuse, described in such documentation.  The professional providing the documentation must sign and attest under penalty of perjury (28 U.S.C. 1746) to the professional’s belief that the incident or incidents in question are bona fide incidents of abuse meeting the requirements of the applicable definition(s) set forth in this policy/procedure.  The victim of the incident or incidents of domestic violence, dating violence or stalking described in the documentation must also sign and attest to the documentation under penalty of perjury.

2. Police or court record -  by providing to HHA a federal, state, tribal or local police or court record describing the incident or incidents in question.  
B. Time allowed to provide verification/failure to provide,  An individual who claims protection against adverse action based on an incident or incidents of actual or threatened domestic violence, dating violence or stalking and who is requested by the HHA must provide such verification within 14 business days after the date of the request for verification.  Failure to provide verification in proper form with such time will result in loss of protection under VAWA and the policy/procedure against a proposed adverse action.

C. Waiver of verification requirement.  The Executive Director of HHA with respect to any specific case, may waive the above-stated requirements for verification and provide the benefits of this policy/procedure based on the victim’s statement or other corroborating evidence.  Any such waiver may be granted by the sole discretion of the Executive Director.  Any such waiver must be in writing.  Waiver in a particular instance or instances shall not operate as precedent for, or create any right to, waiver in any other case or cases, regardless of similarity in circumstances.

Confidentiality

A. Right of confidentiality.  All information (including the fact that an individual is a 

victim of domestic violence, dating violence or stalking) provided to the HHA in connection with a verification required under this policy/procedure or provided in lieu of such verification where a waiver of verification is granted, shall be retained by the receiving party in confidence and shall neither be entered in a shared database nor provided to any related entity, except where disclosure is:

1. requested or consented to by the individual in writing; or

2. required for use in a public housing eviction proceeding; or

3. otherwise required by law.  

Transfer to New Residence

A. Application for transfer.  In situations that involve significant risk of violence                                    

to harm to an individual as a result of previous incidents or threats of domestic violence, dating or stalking, HHA will, if an approved unit size is available at a location that may reduce the risk of harm, approve transfer by the tenant to a different unit in order to reduce the level of risk to the individual.  A tenant who requests transfer must attest in such application that the requested transfer is necessary to protect the health or safety of the tenant or another member of the household who is or was the victim of domestic violence, dating violence or stalking and reasonably believes that the tenant or other household member will be imminently threatened by harm from further violence if the individual remains in the present dwelling unit.  Verification will be required as described above.

B. Action on applications.  HHA will act upon such an application promptly.

C. No right to transfer.  HHA will make every effort to accommodate requests for 

transfer when suitable alternative vacant units are available and the circumstances warrant such action.  The decision to grant or refuse to grant a transfer shall lie within the sole discretion of HHA, and this policy/procedure does not create any right on the part of any applicant to be granted a transfer.

D. Family rent obligations.  If a family occupying HHA public housing unit before the 

Expiration of the lease term in order to protect the health or safety of a household member, the family will remain liable for the rent during the remainder of the lease term unless released by HHA.  In cases where HHA determines that the family’s decision to move reasonable under the circumstances, HHA may wholly or partially waive rent. 
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Harvard Housing Authority Violence Against Women Act Procedures (VAWA) Certification

I have received a copy of the Harvard Housing Violence Against Women Act Procedures (VAWA).
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