A DIVINE SAVIOR

Luke 9:18-45


I. HIS DEITY DECLARED.  Verses 18-27

A. The Lord and His Prayer. (Verse 18a)  The Lord Jesus was away from the multitudes in prayer. This is the fourth of seven such occasions recorded in Luke’s account. See Luke 3:21, 5:16, 6:12, 9:18, 9:28, 11:1 and 22:41.
B. The Lord and His Person. (Verses 18b-21)  While Luke presented the humanity of Jesus Christ, he did not neglect his Deity. Our Lord asked his disciples, “Whom say the people that I am?” Multitudes had heard him speak and seen his miracles. Public opinion at the time was very favorable and Jesus was thought to be one of the prophets – perhaps the resurrected John the Baptist, Elijah or Jeremiah (Matthew 16:14).  They generally attributed to Jesus their highest opinion, but it fell far short of the truth. Then our Lord asked, “But whom say ye that I am?” Peter had a propensity for speaking hastily and sometimes foolishly, but on this occasion Peter articulated absolute truth, “The Christ of God.”  Note the difference between public opinion and the truth. Our Lord let it remain so at the time. Consider also what “the people” say compared to what the disciples say.
C. The Lord and His Passion. (Verse 22) Our Lord taught the disciples concerning his coming crucifixion and resurrection. The crucifixion is referred to as “his passion” (Acts 1:3) because of his love for all people. However, his disciples did not receive this instruction because they expected him to overcome the Jewish leaders and Rome itself.  Their assumption was correct, but their timing was incorrect.
Acts 1:3, “To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:”

Romans 5:8, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
D. The Lord and His Perspective. (Verses 23-26)  The disciples expected a crown and our Lord offered them a cross. He called them to immediate sacrifice, not glory. They will don crowns (Matthew 19:28) but they would first bear crosses. Every individual confronted with the gospel of Jesus Christ faces a decision: “Heaven or hell, which will it, be?” Then the believer faces another decision, “Heaven or earth, which will it be?”
Matthew 19:28, “And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

E. The Lord and His Promise. (Verse 27)  The Lord’s promise in this verse refers to the transfiguration attended by Peter, James and John a week later.  

II.
HIS DEITY DEMONSTRATED.  Verses 28-45
A. Glory on the Mount. (Verses 28-36)

1. The Heavenly Vision. (Verses 28-29)  The Lord Jesus with Peter, James and John “went up into a mountain to pray.” “And as he prayed,” he was transfigured before them. They did see “the Son of man coming in his kingdom” (Matthew 16:28).
Matthew 17:2, “And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.”
2. The Holy Visitors. (Verses 30-31) Moses and Elijah appeared and talked with our Lord Jesus. Moses represented the Law; Elijah represented the prophets. Moses physically came from an unmarked grave while Elijah came down from heaven. Moses illustrates all of those who die in Christ and are resurrected at the Lord’s appearance. Elijah illustrates all of those who will be caught away living at his appearance.  The conversation concerned “his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.” The crucifixion was no accident.
3. The Human Vocation. (Verses 32-33)  Peter, James and John slept through much of this meeting. When they awakened, “they saw his glory, and the two men that stood with him.”  Peter blurted out, “it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles."  The seventh and final Feast of the Lord is the Feast of Tabernacles. See Zechariah 14:16. 

Zechariah 14:16, “And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.”

4. The Highest Validation. (Verses 34-36) A cloud overshadowed them; it was the presence of the Lord. This cloud was well known to Moses (Numbers 9:15) but it frightened Peter, James and John.  The voice of God sounded from that cloud, “This is my beloved Son: hear him.”  It was God’s unqualified endorsement of his Son.
Numbers 9:15, “And on the day that the tabernacle was raised up the cloud covered the tabernacle, namely, the tent of the testimony: and at evening there was upon the tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until the morning.”

B. Grace in the Valley.  (Verses 37-43)   
1. The People. (Verse 37) After a mountain top experience with the Lord, one must return to the valley where there are “much people.” God sent Jesus Christ to the people and he has sent his own to minister to the people.
John 17:18, “As you have sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.”
2. The Problem. (Verses 38-41a) Among the people was a man whose only son was possessed by a demon and this unclean spirit would suddenly bring upon the child violent convulsions. Additionally, the apostles were unable to cast the demon out. Our Lord’s response was a lamentation of the spiritual condition of the nation. He said, “O faithless and perverse generation.” 
3. The Power. (Verses 41b-43) Then Jesus said, “Bring thy son hither.” Every father should bring his son to Jesus Christ! The father complied but the demon made one final attack on the boy. “And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down.” “Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father.”  All were amazed.
Mark 9:28-29, “And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.”

CONCLUSION. (Verse 44-45)  Our Lord again taught them of his “passion.” He said, “Let these sayings sink down into your ears…But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them…and they feared to ask him of that saying.”








June 5, 2011

