THE GOOD SHEPHERD

John 10:1-42

I. HIS DEATH IN FOCUS.  John 10:1-21

A. The Shepherd and the Fold. (10:1-15) 

1. The Door of the Sheep. (10:1-7)

(a) Fear the Robber. (Verse 1) Sheepfolds were enclosures of stone usually with one opening guarded by the shepherd. A thief could not enter through the door, but would climb the stone wall. The “thief and robber” is a subtle reference to the Pharisees in the context of the previous chapter. Historically, the sheepfold is Israel (Matthew 15:24).
(b) Follow the True Shepherd. (Verses 2-4) This parable has two applications. Our Lord Jesus is “the door” in verse seven and he is “the good shepherd” in verse eleven. Jesus Christ is legitimately the true shepherd. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:23); he was born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2); he was called out of Egypt (Matthew 2:15) and he came in the “fulness of time” (Galatians 4:4). 
(c) Flee from the Stranger. (Verses 5-7) Sheep only respond to the voice of the shepherd and they will flee from a stranger. God’s people can be even more gullible than sheep. See Acts 20:29. This parable was not understood. So, our Lord proceeded to explain it, and in so doing he changed the figure somewhat, representing himself as the door. A door opens, secures, and divides.
2. The Defender of the Sheep. (10:8-15)

(a) The False Shepherd. (Verses 8,10a) Moses and the prophets were not “thieves and robbers” because, like John the Baptist, they prepared the way for the Christ. However, the Pharisees and company substituted their tradition for truth while opposing our Savior. They were “thieves and robbers.”
(b) The Fearful Shepherd. (Verse 12-13) The “hireling” is a man employed to take care of the sheep, to whom wages are paid. However, the “hireling” has nothing invested and does not really care for the sheep. At the first sign of danger the “hireling” resigns. Many of the religious leaders at the time were hirelings.
(c) The Faithful Shepherd. (Verses 9, 10b-11, 14-15) Jesus Christ is the faithful shepherd.  He is the “door” (verse 9); he is the “good shepherd” (verse 11); he knows his sheep (verse 14); he “giveth his life for the sheep” (verses 11, 15b) and he came that his sheep “might have life” (verse 10b).
B. The Shepherd and the Flock. (10:16-21) 

1. His Future. (Verses 16-18) “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold…” Our Lord informed them of another fold – the Gentiles. His flock would consist of Jew and Gentile alike (Galatians 3:28). Jesus Christ would ultimately make provision for the entire flock and he would accomplish this by his death and resurrection. He said, “I lay down my life, that I might take it again.”
2. His Fellows. (Verses 19-21) Verse nineteen states, “There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings.” See also John 7:43 and 9:16. 
Matthew 15:24, “But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

Acts 20:29, “For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.”

Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”
II. HIS DEITY IN FOCUS.  John 10:22-42

A. His Response to Their Challenge. (10:22-30) 

1. The Occasion. (Verses 22-23) Jerusalem was taken by Antiochus Epiphanes in the year 167 BC. He slew forty thousand inhabitants, and sold forty thousand more as slaves. In addition to this, the Syrian ruler sacrificed a sow on the altar of burnt-offerings. Judas Maccabeus liberated the city and cleansed the temple in 164 BC. The “feast of the dedication” commemorated this event and it was observed in December (Kislev 25). On this occasion, the Jews challenged Jesus as he walked on Solomon’s porch.
2. The Occurrence. (Verses 24-30) The Jews surrounded our Lord Jesus and challenged him, saying, “If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered plainly. Note the witness of his words, “I told you” and also the witness of his works, “the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.” The Jewish leaders had already rejected both witnesses. Next our Lord made clear the parable of the “good shepherd.” He said, “ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.” Then our Lord continued the parable of the “good shepherd” with a wonderful description of salvation.  First, the shepherd knows his sheep and they know him. Secondly, he gives them eternal life. Thirdly, the sheep are secure. Finally, the shepherd can accomplish these things because of his deity.  GLORY!
B. Their Response to His Challenge. (10:31-42) 

1. Their Determination. (Verses 31-39) “Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.” Their immediate response was to stone Jesus to death. This is their second attempt (compare John 8:59). Our Lord countered, “for which of those works do ye stone me?” Was it because of the healing of the blind man or the cleansing of the lepers or the feeding of the multitudes? The Jews answered, “For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.” The Lord responded with Psalm 82:6, which refers to the offices of civil leaders as “gods.” He said, “If he called them gods… Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?” Moreover, his works confirm his claim (Acts 2:22).
2. His Departure. (Verses 40-42) The Lord Jesus “escaped” again because his time was not yet. So, our Lord returned to Jordan where he was baptized. John the Baptist was well remembered there. Though he did no miracles, everything he said concerning Jesus was true. After all of this opposition, “many believed on him there.”
John 8:59, “Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.”

Psalms 82:6, “I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.”

Acts 2:22, “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:”
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