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Community Lay Director

During President's Day weekend, which also coincided with Valentine's
Day, we went hiking at Mammoth Cave. Not everyone enjoys hiking,
but I'm fortunate that my wife does. As we hiked, | reflected on the simi-
larities between hiking and love. The weather that weekend was rainy
and cold—definitely not ideal hiking conditions. However, the other hik-
ers we encountered on the trail seemed to navigate it with ease. These
individuals were excited to hike; they had prepared for the journey
ahead, hiked often, and maintained the mindset necessary to com-
plete their adventure.

It's important to note that the trails at Mammoth Cave are quite chal-
lenging, featuring steep inclines that go up and down from the Green
River to the visitor center. Yet, those hikers understood that each step
they took would ultimately lead them to the reward they were seeking.

To truly excel at hiking, one must venture out more than just on holiday
weekends, just as love needs to extend far beyond Valentine's Day. |
read that love is mentioned in the Bible nearly 350 times. For instance,
John 3:16 highlights the greatest love of all. Much like hikers prepare for
their journeys, Romans 15:5 encourages us to be ready to love. Addi-
tionally, 1 Peter 4.8 emphasizes the importance of love. During tough
times, when we feel that the frail is too steep, | suggest looking up Mat-
thew 5:43-48 for guidance. We must remember to keep taking those
steps, one at a fime, and never forget what Christ did for us with love, as
noted in Hebrews 12:2.

LOVE Community, it's in our name. If you see me on the trails or else-
where, let’'s remind each other how we should be known, as stated in
John 13:35 and that "Hatred stirs up conflicts, but love covers all offens-
es." - Proverbs 10:12.

DeColores! Bill Hiler, Community Lay Director
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The Best Valentine’s Gift We Can Give to God: Obedience

February is known as the month of love. Stores fill with flowers and chocolates, cards are carefully chosen,
and we look for meaningful ways fo show love fo those who matter most. Valentine's Day reminds us that
love is not merely something we feel — it is something we express.

As believers, this season invites us o ask an important question: What is the best giftf we could
present to God?

It may not be flowers or words. It may not even be our good intentions. According to Scripture,
the greatest gift we can offer the Lord is simple, yet deeply profound:

Obedience.

Jesus said clearly in John 14:15 (NLT): “If you love me, obey my commandments.” Love and obedience are
inseparable in the heart of God.

Our obedience is not about earning His love — we already have that through Christ. Rather, obedience is
our loving response fo the One who first loved us.

In fact, 1 John 5:3 (NLT) tells us: “Loving God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments
are not burdensome.” Notice that obedience is not described as heavy or harsh. When we fruly love God,
obedience becomes a joy rather than a duty. It becomes our way of saying, “Lord, You matter more than
my preferences, my comfort, or my plans.”

Throughout Scripture, God has always valued obedience over outward displays. In 1 Samuel 15:22 (NLT),
Samuel told King Saul: *“What is more pleasing to the LORD: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your obe-
dience to his voice? Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission is better than offering the fat
of rams.” God is not impressed by religious performance if our hearts are resistant. He desires surrendered
hearts. He desires trust. He desires children who say, “Yes, Lord.”

Obedience may look different in each of our lives. It may mean forgiving when it's hard. It may

mean serving when no one noftices. It may mean giving generously, speaking truth lovingly, or stepping for-
ward in faith when we would rather stay comfortable.

Every act of obedience says, “l love You.”

This Valentine's season, as we consider how we show love to others, let us also reflect on how

we show love to God. The greatest gift we can lay at His feet is not wrapped in ribbon — it is

wrapped in surrender.

A listening heart.

A willing spirit.

A life that says, “Your will be done.”

| pray this February has been a month where our love for God is not only spoken but lived —
through faithful, joyful obedience.

That is a gift that delights the heart of our Father.

DeColores! Jonathan King, Community Spiritual Director
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ly Facebook page, from any board member, or
ues ions about sponsorship, please reach out to me! You
watch a video about sponsorship.

DeColores! Cheri McClanahan, Registrars and Sponsorship



lovemmaus.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAMSpW7OH1c
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re the meal, serve the
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rysalis Flight are allowed to attend walk

Join us for Gatherings at Washington Central
Church!

4th Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm fol-
lowed by a potluck meal

www.lovemmavus.org The Upper Room: Emmaus Website

101 Agape Ideas Click here for an application!



http://www.lovemmaus.org/
http://emmaus.upperroom.org/
https://www.lvemmaus.org/101-agape-ideas/
http://www.lovemmaus.org/form.html
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heri McClanahan

ole dio’ror: John Hendrix

Norship: David Benjamin

Music: Rob Farber

Kitchen: Nick and Jamee Rockwell

Agape Chairperson: Lana Chandler

Ruggles Liaison: Bill Henry
Good Shepherd: Kim Maiberger

Chrysalis Representative: Sydney Van Meter

Webmaster: Lauren Doyle

Historian: Mike Burke
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