
HOLY THURSDAY 

 

April 9, 2020 

 

HYMN “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” #435 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 116:1-4; antiphon: v. 5 

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for 

mercy. 

Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long 

as I live. 

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold 

on me; I suffered distress and anguish. 

Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, deliver my 

soul!” 

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

 

CONFESSION 

People of God, we struggle against sin, death, and the power of the 

devil. We have intensified the struggle begun at Baptism to daily die 

with Christ and also to rise daily in Christ to live anew. In this struggle 

we have been reminded again that we are weak and Christ is strong. 

We need the forgiveness of our sins in order to live as the people God 

has called us to be. 

A time of silence is observed. 

Assured of God’s love for us through our Baptism into Christ, we 

confess our sin against God and our neighbors, so that we enter these 

three days, so central to our faith, reconciled to God and to one 

another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

CORPORATE ABSOLUTION Psalm 103:11-13 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast 

love toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so 

far does He remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows 

compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those 

who fear Him. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Gracious God, Your covenant of love for us came to full 

fruition in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Guide us to be so moved by the depth of Christ’s new covenant of 

love, that we love You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, 

and love our neighbor as ourselves; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 24:3-11 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 116:12-19 

What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. 

I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all His people. 

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints. 

O LORD, I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your 

maidservant. You have loosed my bonds. 

I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the 

name of the LORD. 

I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all His people, 



in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. 

Praise the LORD! 

 

GRADUAL Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a 

Christ entered once for all into the holy places, by means of His own 

blood, 

thus securing an eternal redemption. 

Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, 

so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal 

inheritance. 

He sent redemption to His people; 

He has commanded His covenant forever. 

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 9:11-22 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 26:17-30 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

(The Gospel is read.) 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN “O Lord, We Praise Thee” #617 

 

SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Gathered by the love and remembrance of Jesus, we offer our prayers 

to God. 

For the poor, the hungry, and the homeless, that God use us to reach 

out to them and lift them up, let us pray to the Lord, 

Lord, have mercy. 

For those who have lost their faith and for those who struggle to 

believe, that during these holy days they be filled with Christ’s light 

and peace, let us pray to the Lord, 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the sick, the dying, and the mourning, help them to trust in the 

promise that nothing—not even sickness or death—can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord, 

Lord, have mercy. 

Hear the prayers of Your people, merciful God, for the sake of the One 

who stretched out His arms on the cross to redeem Your people and to 

reconcile the whole creation, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 

give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (Sts. 1-3) #621 
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