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Carl Segelke cultivates his backyard to attract monarch butterflies 
who feed on the milkweed. 

PHOTO BY CARL SEGELKE
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The city of San Leandro has long 
been known to be a center on the West 
Coast for monarch butterflies to con-
gregate. 

Fostering the growth of the local 
monarch population is Carl Segelke, 
who has created a blooming monastery 
in his own backyard. He takes care of the 
monarchs on a daily basis by housing, 
monitoring, and feeding them to help 
support all four phases of their evolving 
phases: egg, larva, pupa, and adult. 

So far this year Segelke has grown 
and released over 160 monarchs just 
through his own monastery, which has 
thrived in his garden over the last seven 
years. There are a total of 45 larval host 
plants, including variations of the milk-
weed plant which Lewis grows in his 
garden to help promote the continuous 
growth of the monarch population. 

“The inspiration for my monarch 
habitat began when I first bought some 
milkweed plants about seven years ago 
for my garden and all of a sudden I saw 
caterpillars that began to produce mon-
arch butterflies, so I continued to grow 
them,” said Segelke. 

There are both migratory and 
non-migratory species, the former is 
most common to North America. The 
practice of monarch butterfly gardening 
and formations of monarch way stations 
like that in San Leandro has been proven 
to increase their population. 

To grow and increase the monarch 

By Andrew Joseph
San Leandro Times

Backyard Garden with Milkweed
Becomes Haven for Monarchs

see MONARCHS, page 8

Sonsray Fleet Services, 
right here in San Leandro, 
has just been named Thermo 
King’s 2025 Bus Dealer of the 
Year — chosen from Thermo 
King’s entire nationwide deal-
er network. 

The award recognizes the 
San Leandro team for the 
quality of service and support 
they provide to bus and transit 

Sonsray of San Leandro Named 
Thermo King’s Bus Dealer of the Year

operators across the country.
Sonsray supports the 

climate-control and refrig-
eration systems that keep 
transit buses, motor coach-
es, and school buses running 
cool an comfortably in five 
states. 

The award is a meaningful 
recognition of a local employ-
er and the team that earned it 

here in San Leandro.
The Bus Dealer of the Year 

award is presented annually 
by Thermo King to the dealer 
that best exemplifies out-
standing performance across 
service in the bus and transit 
industry. 

Being selected from Ther-
mo King’s nationwide dealer 

“    We are 
proud of our 
San Leandro 
team for this 
recognition. 

— Matthew Hoelscher, 
Sonsray CEO

Bay-O-Vista could take 
more than an hour to fully 
evacuate during a fast-moving 
wildfire, according to a new 
study presented on June 27 at 
the San Leandro Main Library.

The Bay-O-Vista Improve-
ment Association paid $25,000 
to commission the study from 
WUI-Go, a UC Berkeley 
spinoff. Dr. Sarah Lindbergh 
and Shashank Anantharam of 
WUI-Go presented the find-
ings to Mayor Juan Gonzalez, 
Alameda County Supervisor 
Lena Tam, and other elected 

officials.
Bay-O-Vista has about 

4,000 residents and 977 
homes. It sits within a high 
fire hazard zone, bordered by 
Chabot Regional Park and 
Fairmont Ridge. It has two 
main exits. 

Lake Chabot Road was 
closed after storms in 2023, 
eliminating the third exit.

The Findings
The team from WUI-Go 

ran more than 350 wildfire 

An expert from SF Com-
edy High will bring “Laugh 
Lab: Stand-Up Comedy Work-
shop” to the San Leandro 
Main Library, 300 Estudillo 
Ave., this summer for tweens 
and teens on Friday July 17, 
at 2:30 p.m. Best for ages 12 
to 19. 

Explore the art of stand-up 

comedy through storytelling, 
joke writing, ranting, bit con-
struction, character act-outs, 
and performance techniques. 

The program also includes 
a live stand-up set by the per-
former, giving a fun inside look 
at how comedy comes to life on 
stage. No registration is need-
ed. Snacks will be provided.
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City Manager Janelle T. 
Cameron appointed Alicia 
Hernandez as the City of San 
Leandro’s new Chief Technol‑
ogy Officer. 

Hernandez has two de‑
cades of experience leading 
technology initiatives, most 
recently serving as Enterprise 
Systems Manager for the City 
of Fremont. She began her 
new position on May 26.

“Alicia’s leadership, tech‑
nical depth, and strong track 
record of delivering technolo‑
gy that serve departments and 
the community make her an 
outstanding addition to our ex‑
ecutive team,” said Cameron. 
“We look forward to the vision 
and momentum she will bring 
to San Leandro.”

Hernandez has led the 
implementation of major en‑
terprise platforms, improved 
operational continuity for 
24x7 services, and introduced 

governance and service‑man‑
agement practices.

“I am honored to join 
the City of San Leandro and 
excited to partner with such a 

dedicated and talented team,” 
said Hernandez. “I look for‑
ward to collaborating with 
staff throughout the organi‑
zation to deliver technology 
solutions that make a mean‑
ingful difference for the peo‑
ple we serve.”

Hernandez holds a Bach‑
elor of Science in Electri‑
cal Engineering Technology 
and has completed extensive 
professional development in 
change management, IT ser‑
vice management, executive 
decision support, and system 
design.

She will lead the City’s 
technology strategy, digital 
modernization efforts, cyber‑
security posture, and service 
delivery across the organi‑
zation.

City Hires New Chief Technology 
Officer, Alicia Hernandez

Alicia Hernandez will 
lead the city’s technology 
strategy and moderniza-
tion efforts. 

In the story on city salaries, 
“City Council Unanimously 
Passes Salary Schedule” (July 
2, 2026), the article gave the 
impression that the positions 
listed would be receiving rais‑
es each year of about 5 percent. 
But the salary schedule lists 
the five salary steps for each 
position, and many city em‑
ployees are already at the top 
step. So their salaries will not 

be increasing annually, though 
they will get a cost of living 
(COLA) increase, which for 
this year is 3 to 3.7 percent. 

For example, the story said 
the public works director’s 
salary goes from $240,000 
to $292,000, but her salary is 
already at Step 5 ($292,000), 
so it won’t move up any more 
steps from there. But there will 
be a COLA increase. 

Correction on City
Salaries Story

Washington Manor Home 
Owners Association to Meet

Local Students
Excel at College 

University of Maryland 
Global Campus honored Jon-
athan Ferber of San Leandro, 
Calif. with the Student Gov‑
ernance Award for service on 
the Student Advisory Council 
(STAC) for the 2025-26 aca‑
demic year.

Members of STAC are 
elected by the student body 
and serve in an advisory ca‑
pacity to the university presi‑
dent, provost, deans, and other 
officials to express the views 
of students.

University of Maryland 
Global Campus was founded 
more than 75 years ago spe‑
cifically to serve the higher 
education needs of working 
adults and military service 
members. 

Today, UMGC is the larg‑
est provider of postsecondary 
education in Maryland and 
continues its global tradition 
with online and hybrid, cours‑
es, more than 175 classroom 
and service locations world‑

wide, and more than 100 de‑
grees and certificates backed 
by the reputation of a state 
university and the University 
System of Maryland. For more 
information, visit umgc.edu.

•••••
The Class of 2026 grad‑

uates from St. Olaf College 
in Northfield, Minn. included 
two students from San Loren‑
zo –  Karina Aguayo, bache‑
lor of arts, nursing; and Melis-
sa Manafy, bachelor of arts, 
creative writing.  

 St. Olaf is a residential 
liberal arts institution with 
an enrollment of more than 
3,000 students offering over 
85 undergraduate majors, 
concentrations, and pre-pro‑
fessional tracks. St. Olaf de‑
velops individuals of action 
and substance who will shape 
the world. 

•••••
Ava Bozzone of San Lo‑

renzo, Calif. was named to 
The University of Alabama 
Dean’s List for the spring 
semester of 2026.

A total of 14,306 students 
enrolled during Spring Se‑
mester 2026 at The Univer‑
sity of Alabama were named 
to the dean’s list with an 
academic record of 3.5 (or 
above) or the president’s list 
with an academic record of 
4.0 (all A’s).

The UA dean’s and presi‑
dent’s lists recognize full-time 
undergraduate students. The 
lists do not apply to graduate 
students or undergraduate 
students who take less than a 
full course load.

The Washington Home Owners Association will host its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, July 15, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd. This month’s 
meeting will be centered around this year’s Day in the Park. 
This will be the community’s  opportunity voice any con‑
cerns. Washington Manor and Bonaire residents along with the 
general public are encouraged to attend. For more information, 
visit the association’s website at: www.whoasl.com or call Bob 
Glaze at 510-352-2058.  

1881 Astor Dr, 
San Leandro, CA 94577510-357-8366 www.bovswim.com

FITNESS & FUN
YOUR FAMILY TO 
COMMIT
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St. Gerard Women’s Club Dinner
The St. Gerard Women’s Club at St. John’s Church, 264 

E. Lewelling Blvd. in San Lorenzo, will have a no-host 
saloon at 5:30 p.m. and grub at 6 p.m. on Saturday, July 
11. Catered by Texas Roadhouse. Raffle, dancing and door 
prizes. Tickets are $35. For tickets, call Pat at  510-278-4161 
or the recotory at 510-351-5050.

Get Your Kicks: FIFA World Cup Screenings
Watch a screening of the spectacular World Cup matches 

on the big screen at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave., on Saturday, July 11, at 2 p.m.; Tuesday, 
July 14, at noon; and Wednesday, July 15, at noon. 

San Leandro Art Association
Visual artist Ramekon O’Arwisters will discuss his 

abstract sculptures, found-object works and tapestries at the 
San Leandro Art Association’s meeting on Tuesday, July 
14, from 5:30 to 7:30 at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave. O’Arwisters’ discussion will begin at 6:30 
p.m. The meeting is free and open to the public.

Friends of the Library DVD Sale
The Friends of the San Leandro Library will host a 

DVD Sale on Saturday, July 18, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. 
in San Leandro. All DVDs are $1 per disc or buy three 
discs and get two discs free. All proceeds benefit the 
San Leandro Library’s programs and services. Credit 
cards accepted.

San Leandro Toastmasters Meet Every Thursday
San Leandro Toastmasters meets every Thursday from 

6:45 to 7:45 p.m. online through Zoom. Email sanlean-
drotm@gmail.com for more information. Also, the Toast-
masters meet in person at the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave., on the last Thursday of every month  
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

Freshman Football at San Leandro High School
If you are an incoming 9th grader and would like to play 

Freshman Football at San Leandro High School, summer 
workouts will begin on June 8 at 3:30 p.m. on the field at 
San Leandro High School. For more information, call coach 
Pete Ballew at 510-846-6058. 

Umpires Needed for H.A.R.D.
Hayward Softball Umpires Association is recruiting 

umpires year round to work paid HARD Recreation Softball 
games — men’s, women’s and co-ed slow pitch. Training 
for all age groups in fast and slow pitch. Email or call the 
educational director at umpire500.61@gmail.com or 510-
586-8592 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 

Community Calendar

Library Events
Movies at Main: Crip Camp

In honor of Pride Disability Month, enjoy the 2020 
winner of the Sundance Film Festival Audience Award, 
Crip Camp: A Disability Revolution, at the San Leandro 
Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave., on Saturday, July 11, 
from 2 to 4 p.m. This film about justice and human digni-
ty is a testament to the resilience and grit behind advocacy 
of disability rights. Camp Jened is a groundbreaking sum-
mer camp for teens with disabilities proves so inspiring 
that a group of its alumni join the radical disability rights 
movement to advocate for historic legislation changes.  

Chess: Tournament & Learning Hub 
Join a fun and welcoming summer chess program for 

tweens and teens on Wednesdays, July 15 and July 22, 
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave.  No registration is required, and participants 
are welcome to attend just one session or all five. Whether 
you want to play casually, compete with others, or learn 
and improve your skills, all skill levels are welcome.Chess 
boards and sets are available for casual play-and-learn, or 

I m m a n u e l  L u t h e r a n 
Church, 1910 Santa Clara Ave. 
in Alameda, will host a concert 
by Spill the Wine — A Tribute 
to the Best of Pop, Soul, & 
Rock ’n’ Roll – on Saturday, 
July 11, from 2 to 4:30 p.m. 

The concert will take place 
outdoors in the church parking 
lot. Immanuel Lutheran wel-
comes all to enjoy the party in 
the parking lot with some great 
music, food, and community.  

Tickets are $10 per adult; 

Spill the Wine to Play Sunday 
children free. To purchase 
tickets go to:  https://immanu-
el-alameda.org/church-events

Tickets will be available for 
purchase on the day of the con-
cert. There will be food trucks 
on site. Street parking only.

competition, with chances to win prizes. 

Laugh Lab: Stand-Up Comedy Workshop 
For T(w)eens

An expert from SF Comedy High brings “Laugh Lab: 
Stand-Up Comedy Workshop” to San Leandro Main 
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave., this summer for tweens and 
teens on Friday July 17, at 2:30 p.m. Best for ages 12 to 
19. Explore the art of stand-up comedy through storytelling, 
joke writing, ranting, bit construction, character act-outs, 
and performance techniques. The program also includes a 
live stand-up set by the performer, giving a fun inside look 
at how comedy comes to life on stage. No registration is 
needed. Snacks will be provided.

Tutoring for English Learners
Free tutoring for adult English learners on how to read 

better, a program of Project Literacy. It’s not too late to meet 
your goals. Tutors help adult students improve their basic read-
ing, writing, and English language skills – and it’s free. Call 
the San Leandro Library’s Project Literacy at 510-577-3971. 

In honor of Pride Disabil-
ity Month, enjoy the 2020 
winner of the Sundance Film 
Festival Audience Award, Crip 
Camp: A Disability Revolu-
tion, at the San Leandro Main 
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave., 
on Saturday, July 11, from 2 
to 4 p.m. 

This electrifying film about 
justice and human dignity is a 
testament to the resilience 
and grit behind advocacy of 
disability rights. 

Camp Jened is a ground-
breaking summer camp for 
teens with disabilities proves 
so inspiring that a group of 
its alumni join the radical 
disability rights movement to 
advocate for historic legisla-
tion changes.  

Movies at 
The Main: 
Crip Camp



FILED                                        June 3 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 623793

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Strictly Olive Oil LLC located at 4320 
Gregory St. Castro Valley, CA 94546. / 
Alameda County, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Strictly Olive 
Oil LLC located at P.O. Box 20434, Castro 
Valley CA 94546. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability Company. 
This business commenced 03/23/2012
/s/ Nancy Ash
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires June 2, 2031

June 25, July 02, 09, 16, 2026

FILED                                      May 11 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 623201

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
The Welcome Center located at 1718 
Benedict DR., San Leandro, CA 94577 
Alameda County, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Kimberley 
Alexander located at 1718 Benedict 
DR., San Leandro, CA 94577. This busi-
ness is conducted by  An Individual. 
This business commenced N/A
/s/ Kimberley Alexander
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires May 10, 2031

June 18, 25, July 02, 09, 2026
21580- SLT

Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737

ABANDONMENT FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FILE NUMBER. 588004
The following person has abandoned 
the use of the fictitious business name: 
1. San Francisco Bay Technology 
Services / 2. S.F. Bay I. T.
at 14276 Wicks Blvd 
San Leandro CA 94577. 
Full name of registrant is: 
Vlahos Associates LLC
at 4276 Wicks Blvd 
San Leandro CA 94577.
The Fictitious Business Name Statement
1. San Francisco Bay Technology 
Services / 2. S. F. Bay I. T. 
was filed on 4/05/2022 in the county of 
Alameda.  Original File Number 588004. 
I declare that all information in this 
statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true  in-
formation, which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime). This statement 
was filed with the County clerk of Ala-
meda County on: top right stamp date. 
NOTICE - This fictitious name statement 
expires five years from the date it was 
filed on, in the office of the County Clerk. 
A new Fictitious Business Name State-
ment must be filed prior to that date. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14400, et 
seq., B&P Code.) This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk-Recorder of 
Alameda County on 06/03/2026

JUN 18, 25, JUL 02,09, 2026
2666-SLT

LEGAL NOTICES

Historic 
Bal Theatre
Fri. Aug. 14, 2026       
8 PM • San Leandro

Ultimate Sade Tribute 
Concert with the 

Ariel Marin Band
Tickets at: 

baltheatre.com and
Ticketmaster.com

510-614-7700

Historic 
Bal Theatre
Fri. Aug. 7, 2026       

8 PM • San Leandro

Ultimate Madonna 
Tribute Concert
Starring Blonde  

Ambition Experience
 Tickets at: 

baltheatre.com and
Ticketmaster.com

510-614-7700

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

The Key Factor 
When Selling a Property

like Zillow, Homes.com or 
Realtor.com to determine 
value. The problem is that 
each of those sites typically 
have numbers that frequent-
ly vary significantly. Others 
look at homes that have 
sold nearby and compare 
their home to those. That 
approach also has issues; 
recent sales often have dif-
ferent configurations, levels 
of upgrades, square footage, 
yard size and more. Addi-
tionally, if the other home 
sold more than a few months 
previous, the market may 
have shifted.
  The best option is to have 
an experienced Realtor 
view the home and provide 
a detailed market analy-
sis. Agents have access to 
current data and programs 
designed to not only produce 
a detailed analysis of the 
current market but also, 
using the unique factors of 
the seller’s home, determine 
a fair price.
  Unfortunately, not all 
sellers agree with the 
analysis, believing that their 
home is unique and worth 
more for any number of 
reasons. Consequently, one 
of the hardest parts of being 
a real estate professional 
is helping sellers separate 
emotion from strategy. A 
seller’s home may hold 
years of memories, pride, 
and personal value — but 
buyers in any market only 
respond to price, condition, 
and competition.
  Over the years I have 
encountered sellers who 
adamantly insist their home 
is worth more than the 
data suggests, prompting 
disagreement. It is critical to 
understand that experienced 
agents are not trying to “win 
an argument” — they are 
attempting to protect the 
seller’s equity and help them 
reach their goal of maxi-
mizing their proceeds. The 
market is not personal. It is 
data.
  One experienced agent 
summed it up succinctly, 
stating, “I’d rather have an 
uncomfortable conversation 
on day one than a pain-
ful conversation 60-days 
later.” Wise words, yet often 
unheeded by sellers who 
believe they know more than 
the seasoned professionals.

 Carl Medford is a licensed 
Realtor with Keller Williams 
Advisors and a licensed 
general contractor.

Everyone looking to 
sell their home is 
faced with a task that 

ultimately determines if they 
will have a successful sale 
…
 
  Setting the price.
 
  If they get it right, their 
chances of receiving offers 

in short order increase. Get 
it wrong, however, and they 
either stand to lose money if 
they put the price too low or, 
if the price is too high, linger 
on the market, usually result-
ing in a lower than optimum 
sales price.
  Here is the rub: while 
some sellers have a realistic 
idea of their home’s value, 
others have a number in 
mind that is way off the 
mark.
  Some sellers use websites 
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Robert Jones   Associates

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 510 -357-0120
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

and

— Matt Jones & Bob Jones
WE ARE HERE for YOU....

Put the Jones Team to Work for You!
656 Juana • Charming House on 
Big Lot, $615,000

“Lovewell Team” is a dynamic,
award-winning Real Estate team
Call 510-351-5555 or visit us at

www.Lovewellteam.com
— A team you can love and trust —

(CA DRE #00689931, #01912817, #02187163)

      

Lovewell Team

2 Rentals Available • Open Sunday, 7/12, 2-4pm
15289 Upton & 15291 Upton • San Leandro

$2600 /month for each side. 
2 Bedrooms 1 Bath, 870 sf, Private 

Back Yard & Detached 1-car Garage
Walking distance to BART and new paint inside and outside.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 2

THE TIMES CROSSWORD

               DOWN
	 1	 Third degree?
	 2	 Dubai’s country, for short
	 3	 Amp plug-in
	 4	 Lion packs
	 5	 Wonka’s creator
	 6	 “-- you awake?”
	 7	 Geneticist’s study
	 8	 Veer
	 9	 Sugar or starch, for short
	10	 Language of Pakistan
	11	 Ticked (off)
	13	 Tax prep pros
	19	 Broadcasts
	20	 Chicago winter hrs.
	21	 Beehive State
	22	 High-fat diet
	23	 Kelly of “One Tree Hill”
	25	 Courtroom artist
	26	 Black, in verse
	27	 Penn or Astin
	29	 Missile shelter
	31	 Chance -- Rapper
	33	 -- Mae (loan offerer)
	34	 Poet Pablo
	36	 Brownish purple
	37	 Scratched (out)
	38	 Post-WWII alliance
	39	 Very dry
	40	 Spheres
	43	 911 responder
	44	 “Bad” cholesterol
	45	 Sushi fish
	46	 Radical ‘60s gp.

 		   ACROSS
	 1	 Gas station fixture
	 5	 Doo follower
	 8	 Rabbit’s tail
	12	 Pantene’s business
	14	 Peddled item
	15	 Figure out
	16	 “Das Lied von der --”
	17	 Indian lentil stew
	18	 iPod accessory
	20	 Cool veggies
	23	 1504, in old Rome
	24	 Fr. holy women
	25	 Evening affairs
	28	 Bit of ink
	29	 “SNL” segments
	30	 Wager
	32	 Stockings
	34	 Ham’s dad
	35	 Resort near Snowbird
	36	 Tubular pasta
	37	 As a whole
	40	 Duo’s pronoun
	41	 Hoopster Malone
	42	 Strongman of myth
	47	 Needle case
	48	 Implanted
	49	 Lavish affection (on)
	50	 ACLU issues
	51	 Shakespeare title starter

All real estate advertised in the Castro Valley Forum is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, marital status, national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation or discrimination. The Castro Valley Forum will not knowingly accept any advertisement for real estate 
that is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

SUNDAY
JULY 12

	CITY	 SAT	      SUN      ADDRESS                PRICE	                     BDR./BA.        REALTOR                  AGENT	    PHONE
A                      2-4       15289 Upton Ave     $2,600/month         2/1            Re/ Max Accord       The Lovewell Team      510-351-5555
A                      2-4       15291 Upton Ave     $2,600/month         2/1            Re/ Max Accord       The Lovewell Team      510-351-5555 

A = SAN LEANDRO  •  B =  BRENTWOOD  •  C = CASTRO VALLEY  •  E =EL CERRITO  •  F = FREMONT  •  H = HAYWARD
L = LIVERMORE • P = PLEASANTON • S = SAN RAMON • SLZ = SAN LORENZO •  W = WALNUT CREEK  •  Z=ALAMEDA CITY GUIDE

Deer Creek Funeral Service
Cremation Services

Castro Valley Office
Please call (510) 317-7890

Jayspencer29@yahoo.com
FD1505 fdr651

PLEASE RECYCLEPLEASE RECYCLE
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Sonsray in San Leandro was named Thermo-King’s Bus Dealer of the Year.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF SONSRAY

Sonsray: Company works with transit operators in five states 
continued from front page

Sonsray is a Thermo-King dealer that provides customers with climate control 
and refrigeration systems. 

network is a testament to the 
dedication and hard work of 
the entire Sonsray Fleet Ser-
vices team.

Sonsray Fleet Services 
works with transit operators 
throughout California, Con-
necticut, Nevada, New Jersey 
and New York. 

As an authorized Ther-
mo King dealer, the San 
Leandro branch provides 
customers with access to 
industry-leading transport 
refrigeration and climate 
control systems, backed 
by expert technicians and 
aftermarket support.

“We are incredibly proud 

of our San Leandro team 
for earning this recognition 
from Thermo King,” said 
Sonsray founder and CEO 
Matthew Hoelscher. “Being 
named Bus Dealer of the Year 
reinforces our commitment 
to delivering exceptional 
service and support to our 
customers.”

About Sonsray 
Fleet Services

Sonsray Fleet Services is a 
leading provider of transport 
refrigeration, HVAC, and cli-
mate control solutions for fleet 
operators across the United 
States. As an authorized Ther-
mo King dealer, Sonsray Fleet 
Services offers a comprehen-
sive range of products, parts, 
and service solutions designed 
to keep fleets running 



REACH OVER 60,000 READERS

Call today for ad rates 
and availability.

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Call  614-1558

6

Classified Advertising

Whatever your specialty, the place 
to advertise is in the…

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Delivered to 32,736 homes in
San Leandro, over
20,000 homes in
Castro Valley, and
another 8,264 are
delivered to
businesses and
libraries.

Call Now For A Free Written
Roof Analysis & Estimate

Serving San Leandro & The Entire
Bay Area. For Those Who Demand

Superior Personalized Attention.
SINCE 1975 / FULLY INSURED

Complete Residential & Commercial 
Roof Systems

(510) 357-5116

K     R E E D     R O O F I N G

Lic. #311818

RoofingRoofing

MEMBER www.WonderlinRoofing.com

$200.00 OFF
COMPLETE REROOFING WITH TEAR-OFF

One Coupon Per Customer  •  Expires 7/31/26

(510) 538-1530(510) 538-1530

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED

since 1992
Reroofs  •  Repairs 

Dry Rot Repair 
Seamless Prepainted Gutters

FREE ESTIMATESCastro Valley      Lic. #642517 • Insured/Bonded

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Roofing / Gutters / Solar

FREE ESTIMATES
SENIOR DIS-

621-A WILLIAMS • SAN LEANDRO
STATE CONTRACTORS LICENSE NUMBER 260176

ROOFING CO.
~ SINCE 1922 ~

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING & GUTTERS
P.V. SOLAR / SKYLIGHTS

(510) 351-1922

Roofing Painting

FREE ESTIMATES

Diego Painting
• Residential/

Commercial
• Interior/

Exterior
• Power Washing

(510) 331-6152

Lic. #855054 • diegopainting@comcast.net
www.diegopainting.com

Plumbing

510-969-4358
LIC. #1026755

Compare
Our Prices!
FREE ESTIMATES

24/7 SERVICE

CAPELLI PLUMBINGCAPELLI PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING& DRAIN CLEANING

Military & Senior Discounts
Family Owned & Operated

Trenchless Sewer Repair

ROOFING COMPANY

NEW ROOFS & REPAIRS

510-895-4433
FREE ESTIMATES  

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING
RAIN GUTTERS INSTALLED & REPAIRED

LICENSE # 657692

Dry - Rot & Termite Structural Repairs
Decking - Soffits - Fascias - Rafters - Gables - Etc
14349  WASHINGTON  AVE    SAN  LEANDRO 

Drainage/Structural

• RETAINING WALLS
• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
• FOUNDATION REPAIRS
• SEISMIC UPGRADES
• CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
 www.alameda-engineering.com

510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors 

License# 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net

 Alameda Engineering 
Since 1989

Gardening / Tree Service

EXCELLENT REFERENCES / SINCE 1994
INSURED / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / UNLICENSED

CALL 510-385-2122

TREE SERVICE

PEREZ
Gardening &
Maintenance

Pruning, Topping, Removing, Synthetic 
Grass Installation, Planting, New Lawns & 
Lawn Care, Sprinkler Systems, Lots & Hill-
sides Cleaned & Planted, Drainage/Gutters, 
Fences, Decks, Patios, Arbors, Concrete, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES

House Cleaning

www.tlc-housecleaning.com
510-481-9193

House Cleaning Service
Family Owned Since 1980

WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

BONDED & INSURED  •  ALL TAXES PAID

EMPLOYEES 
COVERED BY 

WORKERS’ 
COMP. STATE 
DISABILITY 
INSURANCE FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing
in detailed 

cleaning tailored 
to your home

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM

Hardwood Flooring

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Jeff Today!

510-366-6491510-366-6491
Lic. #803455

FERREIRA’SFERREIRA’S
HARDWOOD FLOORINGHARDWOOD FLOORING

Sand • Install • Refinish
Glista • Oil Base

25 Years Experience

6  THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2026

HANDYMAN
SERVICES

Serving Castro Valley &
San Leandro for 28 Years

Big or Small —
We Do It All!

(925) 548-4202

Handyman

NEED
REMODELING?

How about a
new kitchen or

bath? Check
the TIMES

"Classified Ads" &
The TIMES "Home

Service" ads for
help!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1555, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

BISTRO/KARAOKE

*ZENTI BISTRO. KARAOKE with
Host Fresh Kymm Every Tuesday 
6:30pm-9:00pm. *Ask about a FREE 
drink  with  purchase.  510-856-8541.
www.Zenti-Bistro.com  San Leandro

CATERING
*HONEY BROWNS CATERING &
MEAL PREP. Cooking with Love.
Theron & Yetta Brown 510-606-8063. 
honeybrowns4you@gmail.com

CONCRETE SERVICE
ISLANDER CONCRETE. Quality 
Work, Free Estimates. Lic.#989994. 
Steven 925-915-5240/ 510-798-3732.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without 
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

FENCES/ DECKS Repair/ Replace, 
Gutter Cleaning. Insured/ Bonded. 
Jerry 510-410-2427

FLORIST
*LUCY’S CREATIONS - Voted San 
Leandro’s Top Florist. Flowers for all 
occasions. Local delivery available.

Lucyscreationsforyou.com

GARAGE DOORS

*HAPPY GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 
& MAINTENANCE. Best  Repair 
Service, Maintenance, Installation.
415-716-2874.

GARDENING

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

HANDYMAN SERVICE

*IT’S TOTALLY FINISHED CON-
STRUCTION. Specializing in ADU’s 
& Garage Conversions, Kitchen/ Bath 
Remodels. Floor Care: Vinyl & Lami-
nate (no hardwood). Lic.#583113.
Call Martin Sharp 510-384-8041.

HAULING SERVICE
HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

HELP WANTED

The City of San Leandro is now 
accepting online applications for 

Public Information Officer -
$158,257 - $192,363 annually

For more detailed information, 
please visit www.sanleandro.org. 

EOE

HOUSE CLEANING
*JUST LIKE GRAMMAS CLEAN-
ING!! Detail Cleaner with over 20-
years experience. 30-Days Airbnb
Special $29 an hour. Fatimah 510-
978-6803.

LOCKSMITH

*DAD’S LOCKSMITH. Excellent
Service. Affordable Rates. Customer 
Satisfaction.  Call  925-820-5747.

MISC. FOR SALE
5 excellent condition XL/2XL
Rock/Nashville T-shirts (includes 3 
Rolling Stones). $50. 510-654-1951.

You can place a FREE

“MISC. FOR SALE” ad
for items $50 or less

at: sanleandrotimes.com  
or at: castrovalleyforum.com 

or more info call Patrick Mon-Fri. 
9am-1pm at 510-614-1560
(some restrictions may apply)

PLUMBING SERVICE
*PRIEBES PLUMBING “Where You 
Can Count On Honesty & Quality”. 
Lic.#1034397.  Call  925-895-8977.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

*SCOTT HARRISON DRE#00966212 
Sunshine Realty  510-388-4536

��
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

RENTALS
San Leandro Pacific Avenue 2-bed-
room, 1-bath, near BART. Patio, AEK 
w/dishwasher. $2,150+ deposit, wa-
ter & garbage included. Credit check. 
510-568-0929.

APARTMENTS
LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

RESTAURANTS
*Café Sorriso - FREE Coffee or Iced 
Tea with meal purchase (offer
expires 12- 31-26). 1501 Washington 
Ave.,  San Leandro.  510-351-3605.

SERVICES
HANDYMAN & CONTRACTORS 
You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

YOUR INFO

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 12 NOON.

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call  614-1558



Bay-O-Vista residents have called for the repair of 
Lake Chabot road since it was closed in 2024. 

TIMES FILE PHOTO 
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Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number, and must be under 300 words. Letters can 
be edited for clarity or length. Letters are the views of the author and not necessarily the views of the newspa-
per or its advertisers. E-mail letters to: letters@ebpublishing.com or send by mail to: The Editor, San Leandro 
Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577. 

LETTERS to the EDITOR

OPINION

Evacuation: ‘We need help to figure out how to evacuate safely’ 
continued from front page

Right-Turn-Only Lane 
Makes No Sense

Editor,

The recent change to a 
right turn only at East14th 
and Chumalia streets 

doesn’t seem to make sense. 
Chumalia is not a very 
busy street, and actually 

dead ends after a couple of 
blocks. 

As a frequent driver on 
East 14th, I can attest that 
redirecting that northbound 
merge lane to a dedicated 
right turn is a hazard as cars 
are not turning right, but 
rather continuing straight 
by merging at the last 
minute. In addition, it is 
causing traffic to back up 
on East 14th—especially 
with the lights at Callan and 
Estudillo. 

I recognize that the Cen-
tro Callan apartments and 
Sprouts parking can be ac-
cessed from Chumalia, but 
I find it hard to believe they 
are creating so much traffic 
that a right turn only lane is 
required at that intersection. 

I would like the City of 
San Leandro and CalTrans 
to explain their rationale for 
making this lane change. 
And if it’s not possible to 
return it to a merge lane, 
then what options do they 
propose to better manage 
the flow of traffic at that 
intersection.

Vida Thaxton
San Leandro

What’s All This I Hear 
About Another 
Geotech Study?

Editor,
When one navigates to 

sanleandro.org these days, a 
new dialogue box pops-up, 
inviting residents to, “Re-
view Proposed Earthquake 
Zones.”  

We all know we live in 
a seismically active region, 
and most appreciate the 
Hayward Fault intersects 
with the eastern city limit.  
So perhaps it’s not all that 
newsworthy that a map of 
earthquake zones exists,  
I encourage everyone to 
have a look: SanLeandro.
org/FaultZones, especially 
if your address is in one of 
three areas:

1.) east of Brookvale 
Drive & north of Estudillo; 
2.) Astor Court, Astor, View 
– east of Graff, Longview, 
Lakeview, & Lakeview 
Court in Bay-O-Vista); or 
3.) The quadrangle roughly 
bounded by I-580, 150th 
Ave, Lark, & Halsey.

Mandated by state 
regulation (Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning 
Act, 1972 and Seismic Haz-
ards Mapping Act, 1990), 
these studies are designed to 
reduce the hazards from soil 
liquefaction and landslides 
during an earthquake” 
throughout California. 
(California Department 

of Conservation)  For San 
Leandro, this map represents 
the most recent and most 
authoritative geotech study 
to date.  

Without pooh-poohing 
the very real fire danger in 
these neighborhoods, monu-
mental damage from a major 
earthquake presents a more 
likely disaster.  

I respectfully urge 
these neighbors to literally 
brace yourselves for the 
next major earthquake; if 
you haven’t already done 
so please investigate the 
state’s Earthquake Brace 
ad Bolt (EBB), as well as 
Earthquake Soft Story (ESS) 
programs, which provide 
grants to defray the cost of 
retrofits.  (www.crmp.org)

Two things stand out 
to me about the updated 
earthquake zone map: first, 
this zone is highly frac-
tured, with a minimum of 
four faults mapped between 
the city boundary and 
Lake Chabot; second, 323 
affected parcels have been 
identified as within the 
Earthquake Zones of Re-
quired Investigation (EZRI), 
not to mention the northern, 
half-mile extent of Lake 
Chabot Road.  

95 parcels (nearly one 
third of the total) are new to 
the list.

Douglas Spalding
San Leandro

simulations using two fire 
scenarios — one starting near 
Fairmont Ridge, one near 
Interstate 580 along Benedict 
Drive.

In the Fairmont Ridge 
scenario, full evacuation took 
between 54 minutes and one 
hour 10 minutes. In the Ben-
edict Drive scenario, the time 
climbed to between one hour 
and 4 minutes and one hour 
and 41 minutes.

Those numbers assume 
no accidents, no road clo-
sures, and residents who re-
spond quickly. Real conditions 
would likely be worse, accord-
ing to the presentation.

“We’re assuming everyone 
is super prepared and respond-
ing immediately,” Lindbergh 
said. “Studies show that is 
often not the case.”

Anantharam said even a 
short delay is costly.

“If you delay leaving by 
just 10 minutes, your total 
evacuation time jumps to 
44-and-a-half minutes,” he 
said. “You’re getting to safety 
a full 38 minutes later than 
people who left right away.”

Lake Chabot Road
Opening Lake Chabot 

Road showed modest benefits 
in the Fairmont Ridge scenar-
io, mainly for the last residents 
to evacuate — saving them 
three to six minutes and re-
ducing fire exposure by up to 
34 percent.

The benefits were larger 
in the Benedict Drive scenar-
io. With Lake Chabot Road 
open, average evacuation time 
dropped 11.5 minutes. The last 
residents to leave saved about 
19 minutes.

Even residents far from 
Lake Chabot Road bene-
fited, according to the sce-

narios. When drivers used 
Lake Chabot Road instead of 
View Drive, then View Drive 
cleared 40 minutes faster. That 
eased congestion on Benedict 
Drive, helping residents on 
Scenic View Drive and other 
streets get out sooner.

“You would never take that 
road yourself,” Anantharam 
said. “But you still benefit be-
cause other people who would 
have ended up in front of you 
are using it to get out.”

Road Still Closed
Lake Chabot Road is not 

expected to reopen soon. Lin-
coln Casimere, an Alameda 
County fire emergency pre-
paredness official, said four 
slide-damaged areas need 
repair and funding is only 
available for some of them.

Casimere said barriers 
were placed on the road to 
protect it from further damage, 

but acknowledged residents 
can drive over them in an 
emergency. He cautioned 
against it.

“We would prefer to have 
people flow down that road as 
it is right now,” Casimere said. 
“We want that used for us to 
come up and fight the fire.”

The Fewer Cars the Better
The single most important 

step is to leave early. Taking 
one car instead of two also 
helps — it cuts community 
evacuation time by up to 40 
minutes in the Benedict Drive 
scenario.

Residents can sign up for 
evacuation alerts at protect.
genasys.com. The county also 
uses AC Alert (www.acalert.
org), which notifies residents 
by phone or email and keeps 
sending alerts until someone 
responds.

WUI-Go built a free online 

tool where residents enter their 
address and receive a person-
alized audio walkthrough of 
their evacuation risks. It is 
available in English, Spanish, 
and Mandarin.

Kat Wellman, president of 
the Bay-O-Vista Improvement 

Association, said the neigh-
borhood has been fighting to 
reopen Lake Chabot Road for 
three years.

“We desperately need help 
to figure out how we can 
evacuate safely without losing 
lives,” Wellman said.
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Monarchs: SL resident makes his yard a haven for monarch butterflies 
continued from front page

Monarch butterflies in San Leandro migrate each year up north to as far as 
Canada and then they return four generations later. 

PHOTO BY ANDREW JOSEPH

“    The lifespan 
for a monarch 
butterfly is 
about six to 
seven weeks. 

— Carl Segelke

population numbers, you must 
pay attention to their food 
preference, population cycles, 
and conditions to maintain the 
milkweed plant – all of which 
Segelke has taken into consid-
eration in his garden. 

In the summer of 2022 
the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature added 
the migratory monarchs to its 
endangered species red list. 
The western area of North 
America’s population of the 
monarch butterfly west of the 
Rocky Mountains usually mi-
grates to the Los Angeles area, 
but they have also been found 
in Mexico overwintering sites. 

“San Leandro is a big spot 
for monarchs to breed espe-
cially at the marina’s overwin-
tering site,” added Segelke. 
“The monarchs that come 
back here from Canada and 
Mexico are the grandkids from 
generations who originally 
were offspring born here.”

The monarchs migrate 

through the four seasons and 
the best time to see them taking 
flight is on sunny afternoons 
when temperatures exceed 55 
degrees. They can be seen in 
the San Leandro Marina area, 
hence the name Monarch Bay. 

Monarchs are cold blooded 
and depend on the sun for en-
ergy and flight patterns. 

“The average lifespan for 
a monarch butterfly is about 
six to seven weeks because 
in the wild there are predators 
who attack them, so while they 
are here in my yard I do my 
best to be attentive and take 
care of them,” said Segelke. 
“It means everything to me 
to breed these monarchs be-

cause it gives me great joy to 
see them grow and flourish in 
this habitat which adds to the 
beauty of our city.”

There is notably a butterfly 
garden near downtown San 
Leandro along with a mural 
of the monarch butterfly at 
1314 San Leandro Boulevard 
on the wall of the building that 
is called “The Great Migration 
of the Monarch Butterflies.” 

The mural on the building 
sits across the street from the 
San Leandro BART station 
and was completed on No-
vember 15, 2014 when the St. 
Leander Parish, Downtown 
San Leandro Improvement 
Association, and members of 
the Portuguese community 
gave donations for the com-
pletion of the project.

You can enjoy the amazing 
monarchs by visiting the San 
Leandro Marina and looking 
closely for the flying beauties 
taking flight among the milk-
weed plants and their natural 
habitat.

ROOFING COMPANY

Dry - Rot & Termite Structural Repairs
Decking - Soffits - Fascias - Rafters - Gables - Etc

510-895-4433

 WEB SITE : BANNERROOFINGCOMPANY.COM

A+ RATED

401  McCORMICK  ST ,  SAN LEANDRO 

  FLAT ROOF SILICONE COATINGS & RESTORATION

NEW ROOFS & REPAIRS 
NEW GUTTERS & REPAIRS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES BY OWNER MIKE BANNER

    ROOF ATTIC   

FINANCIAL
HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS

&  ROOF ATTIC

CONTRACTORS LICENSE #  657692
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