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The Epistle 
 
 

“Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 1:2) 

God is Still Speaking 
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PONDERING PASTOR 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of  heaven?”   He called a 
child, whom he put among them,  and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of  heaven.  Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of  heaven.   
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.  

Matthew 18:1-5  

 

As we move through the Gospel of  Matthew, in our Bible study and in worship, one of  the things 
standing out to me is how the gospel writer uses the term “children”. In this gospel “children” does 
not just refer to, well, children, it rather refers to anyone who is still learning the Christian faith. What 
is meant by this is that we should all come to our faith with as few expectations as possible, so that we 
are open to learning, growing, and being surprised. It is an invitation to be open to the joy that comes 
only from God!  

One of  the joys of  our faith community is welcoming people into our community. We do this  
whenever we welcome a new member. We also do this when we baptize a small child. In the UCC we 
baptize infants and older people. There is one other way we welcome people as full members of  our 
church and that is confirmation. 

Confirmation is an important process through which teens make their own baptismal promises. For 
teens who were baptized as infants this allows them to confirm the baptismal promises made on their 
behalf  at their baptism. For teens who were not baptized as infants or small children, confirmation 
allows them to explore the baptismal promises and decide if  they want to be baptized.  

First Congregational Church is offering confirmation classes for high school youth during Lent.  
Classes will be held at 5:30-7:00 pm on Sunday evenings March 5, 12, 19, 26th and April 2nd. We 
hope to celebrate confirmation on Easter Sunday, April 9th. Anyone interested should contact me, 
Pastor Kelli. 

As we journey through Lent and think about what our faith means to us, may we also continue to 
come to our faith as children, ever seeking to learn and be surprised!  

In Faith, 

Pastor Kelli 

http://www.firstrockucc.org
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March 2023 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  

MONDAY 2:45-4:30 PM, TUESDAY-THURSDAY 12:30-4:30 PM 

 

WEEKLY CHURCH USE: 
LA HERMOSA– TH 7:00 PM, SAT & SUN 3:00 PM 

BOYSCOUTS– TUESDAY 6:00 PM                 
CUBSCOUTS– WEDNESDAY 5:30 PM 

MIA’s LEARNING TREE 8:30-2:40 MWF,  
9:00-2:15 T & TH 

DEACONS 

9:15 AM 

WORSHIP 

10:30 AM 

CONFIRM. 

5:30 

DAYLIGHT 

SAVINGS 

WORSHIP 

10:30 AM 
CONFIRM. 

5:30 

OGHS 

WORSHIP  

10 :30 AM 

NOISY 

CHANGE 
CONFIRM. 

5:30 

WORSHIP  

10:30 AM 
CONFIRM. 

5:30 

BIBLE STUDY  

10 AM 

WOMEN’S  

FELLOWSHIP 

NOON 

LENTEN BOOK 

@ HC 6PM 

PUB  

THEOLOGY 

@ LOS 

CABOS 

6 PM 

 VILLAGE 

INN DINNER 

6PM  

MEN’S  

FELLOWSHIP  

6PM 

TRUSTEES 

3 PM 

COUNCIL 

6:30 PM 

VISIONING 

6:30 PM 

WORLD 

DAY OF 

PRAYER 

BIBLE STUDY  

10 AM 

 

LENTEN BOOK 

@ HC 6PM 

COOKIE 

WALK  

10 AM-1PM 

SCOUTS PINEWOOD 

DERBY IN THE  

BASEMENT 

BIBLE 

STUDY  

10 AM 

 

LENTEN 

BOOK @  

HC 6PM 

BIBLE 

STUDY  

10 AM 

 

LENTEN 

BOOK @  

HC 6PM 





 
A new suicide  

prevention number is in 
place nationwide! 

 

Food Pantry 

Our food pantry continues to be one of  
our vital ministries to the community. We 

are always in need of  canned fruit and 
soup. This month we could 
also use canned beans and 

canned tuna. 
Thank You for your  

ongoing support! 

LENTEN BOOK STUDY 

We are reading Dogspell by Mary Ellen Ashcroft, which can also be 
found under the title of  The Gospel according to Dog for our  
Lenten Book read. We will meet with Holy Communion in Holy 
Communion's Fellowship Hall on Monday nights at 6 for dinner and 
6:30 for discussion. 

If  this time does not work for you speak to Pastor Kelli, we may be 
able to have a group meet at another time. 

MARCH 13TH  
NOON  

All women welcome! 

Pub  
Theology 

MARCH 23, 2023 
This month we will meet at Los Cabos at  

6 p.m. and we will be joined by our friends at 
Holy Communion! 

MARCH 9TH AT 6PM AT THE 
CHURCH.  

ALL MEN ARE WELCOME TO 
JOIN! 

Scriptures for March 
We’ll be singing psalms during Lent! Don’t worry a 
few people have agreed to help us do the singing!  

MARCH 5TH- Matthew 19:16-28 20:1-16; Psalm 16 
MARCH 12TH- Matthew 22:1-14; Psalm 45 

MARCH 19TH- Matthew 25:1-30; Psalm 43 

MARCH 26TH- Matthew 25:31-46; Psalm 98 



WHO DOESN’T LOVE FREE PIE?! 
Be sure to join us on  

Wednesday, March 22nd at 6 pm 

for Dinner & Pie! 
They offer free pie 

on Wednesdays! 
YUMMM! 

Thank Yous for February 
To Linden O  

for calling men’s fellowship back  
together. 

To our new board and council  
members and moderator who have 

agreed to serve! 

To those who donate to the  
food pantry. 

To Paul L. and Bill W. for  
snow removal. 

To Bill R. for leading Boy Scout  
Troop 9, Kena W for leading Cub 
Pack 9, and Rob W for being our  

congregation’s liaison to the scouts! 

To those who share their art. 

To Cheryl W, Joy C, Penni H, & 
Kathy G who teach Sunday School. 

Why aren’t we singing…. 
There may be a favorite hymn you have not heard in a 
while and perhaps you are wondering why. The answer 
may be a copyright issue. When churches went online 
during the pandemic many things changed. One of  the 
surprises to many churches was that YouTube or  
Facebook would take down their worship service. One 
reason that can happen is use of  copyrighted music 
without a license or permission to use it. 
 
The actual musical tune, the lyrics, even an arrangement 
of  a familiar hymns can all be copyrighted. That means 
the composer, arranger, or writer of  the hymns deserves 
to be paid for creating the song whenever it is used. Our 
church has a copyright license through CCLI which  
allows us to use many songs, but not all songs. It allows 
this because we periodically report to them the songs we 
use and they pay royalties on our behalf  to the artist. As 
a church it is a justice issue that we pay the creators of  
the material we use in worship. We do this by making 
sure we have a license for the songs we use. So if  you are 
wondering why you have not heard a particular hymn ask 
Pastor Kelli, maybe she does not know you are missing 
it, maybe we can’t get a license for it, or maybe we need a 
different license to cover it, but we won’t figure that out 
that if  you don’t ask! 



Please drop tabs off at the church. 

 

Pick up the tab for the  

Ronald McDonald House  

Intermountain Area! 

COLLECTING CANS  
AND BOTTLES  

We continue to collect cans and  
bottles for recycling. The funds from this 

collection are add to our  
discretionary fund.  
 

*Remember to take 
your tabs off the cans 
and bring them to the 
office for the Ronald 
McDonald House.* 

PICTURES FROM THE BIG SNOWSTORM FEBRUARY 22 

APRIL 6th- Maunday Thursday @ Mount of Olives 7 pm 

APRIL 7th- Good Friday@ First Congregational 7pm  


