HIS EXPOSURE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS

John 8:1-9:41
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“John 7:53-8:11; is not found in some of the most ancient manuscripts. Augustine declares that it was stricken from many copies of the sacred story because of a prudish fear that it might teach immorality! But the immediate context John 7:12-46 beginning with Christ's declaration, "I am the light of the world." seems clearly to have its occasion in the conviction wrought in the hearts of the Pharisees, as recorded in; John 8:9; as also, it explains the peculiar virulence of the Pharisee's words (John 7:41).” 

I. CONVICTING THEM.  John 8:1-11

A. The Time. (8:1-2a) Our Lord Jesus spent the night at “the mount of Olives.” Perhaps he was praying at Gethsemane “And early in the morning he came again into the temple.” If the Pharisees thought that they had frightened him, they were mistaken.
B. The Teacher. (8:2b) Jesus was found in the temple early in the morning, exactly where Joseph and Mary had found him many years before (Luke 2:46). Even though the feast had ended, he still attracted a crowd. “He sat down, and taught them.” Teachers were commonly seated as they taught at the time.
C. The Trap. (8:3-6) As Jesus taught in the temple, the scribes and Pharisees callously brought a woman into his presence and publicly accused her of adultery. They said she was “taken…in the very act” which raises an obvious question. Where was her partner in crime? The act of adultery requires two individuals. All of this was a trap designed to tempt him according to verse six. The religionists then reminded our Lord that adultery is a capital offense under the law of Moses ( Lev. 20:10, Deu. 22:22) and they asked, “what sayest thou?” If the Lord Jesus suggested her release, they would have charged him with undermining the Old Testament. On the other hand, if he demanded her execution they would have denounced him before Pilate the Roman governor. Jesus ignored them and merely stooped and wrote something on the ground. We do not know what he wrote, but no doubt, he had the attention of the Pharisees.
D. The Truth. (8:7-9) The Pharisees persisted. So, our Lord stood, faced them and said, “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.” Then he stooped again and wrote on the ground. His response compromised no standard while placing the responsibility on the woman’s accusers. However, they were “convicted by…conscience.” This is remarkable because it demonstrates an obvious New Testament principle, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” Furthermore, our Lord “knew what was in man” (John 2:25). All of the accusers “went out one by one.” In spite of their serious hypocrisy, these religious men retained some level of conscience. Perhaps they were convicted by the words our Lord wrote on the ground or perhaps they really felt compassion for the accused woman. Nevertheless they abandoned their scheme and exited one by one.
E. The Trial. (8:10-11) “Woman, where are those thine accusers?” They were all gone. There was no prosecutor and there were no witnesses. They all departed, convicted by their own sin. However, she was now in the presence of the one whom really mattered – the true judge. Compare Psalms 51:4 and Acts 17:31. Our Lord has no need of witnesses because he knows all the facts (Galatians 6:7). Furthermore, he could have cast the first stone because he is “yet without sin.” He asked, “hath no man condemned thee?” She responded, “No man, Lord” (Romans 10:13). Then Jesus forgave her (Matt.9:6). He said, “Neither do I condemn thee…” GLORY! “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1a). There is no higher authority. “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth” (Romans 8:33). Our Lord added, “…go, and sin no more.” He in no way condoned her sin, but he instructed her to repent. Having met Jesus and being forgiven, the woman was now to turn from adultery (1 Corinthians 10:13).
John 2:25, “And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.”

Psalms 51:4, “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.”

Acts 17:31, “Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”

Matthew 9:6, “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.”

II. CONTRADICTING THEM.  John 8:12-59

A. His Witness. (8:12-19) 

1. The Light of the World. (8:12) The glory of God had filled the temple during the time of Moses (Exodus 40:35) and the time of Solomon (2 Chr. 7:1). However, the presence of God had not been known in the temple for centuries. Now Jesus stood in the temple and proclaimed, “I am the light of the world.” The light was once again in the temple (1 Sam. 3:3), and following Jesus is to walk in that light.
2. The Lies of the World. (8:13-19) The Pharisees immediately challenged our Lord calling him a liar. They said, “Thou bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true.” They attempted to apply a principle concerning testimony to our Lord – “that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established” (Deuteronomy 19:15, Matthew 18:16). This is normally valid because all men are sinners (8:7), but it does not apply to our Lord Jesus. He is “truth” (14:6) and he is “yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). His word is truth. However, Jesus presented an additional witness – “the Father that sent me beareth witness of me.” The Pharisees said, “Where is thy Father?” They did not truly know the Father.
Exodus 40:35, “And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.”

2 Chronicles 7:1, “Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house.”

Matthew 18:16, “But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.”
B. His World. (8:20-24) 

1. The Protection of His World. (8:20) His “hour was not yet come.” They couldn’t take him.
2. The Pathway for His World. (8:21-22) Jesus said, “I go my way.” His way is always right and one can follow him (8:12) with assurance. Naturally, the Pharisees were clueless.
3. The Passport for His World. (8:23-24) Jesus is the “way” (John 14:6). He is the passport for his world. He said, “for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”
C. His Word. (8:25-45) 

1. Identification with His Father Above. (8:25-32) “Who art thou?” they demanded. Our Lord reminded them of his previous instruction. He is the Son sent from the Father. “They understood not,” but they would know later. Our Lord identified himself with God the Father and among those hearing, “many believed on him.” Note the instruction for the believers in verses 31-32. First, disciples are proven by their obedience to the Lord’s word. Secondly, obedience results in assurance. See 1 John 2:3.
2. Identification with Their Father Abraham. (8:33-45) The religious leaders identified with Abraham as their father, but Abraham was called the friend of God  (Isaiah 41:8). If they had obeyed Abraham, they would have received the Son of God. Jesus plainly identified these for who the really were – the sons of the devil.
John 5:18, “Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.”

John 7:29, “But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath sent me.”

1 John 2:3, “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.”
D. His Walk. (8:46-59)

1. His Essential Sinlessness. (8:46-50)

(a) The Challenge. (8:46-47) “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” Our Lord Jesus challenged these religious leaders to identify any sin in his entire life. There was none. “And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me?”
(b) The Charge. (8:48-50) “Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?” They called Jesus a Samaritan. After all, he had spent three days in Samaria. For these Jews, the term “Samaritan” was despicable. They saw the Samaritans as pretenders and usurpers. This was their best response to his challenge.
2. His Eternal Sonship. (8:51-59)

(a) Triumphant Over the Tomb. (8:51-55) “If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.” The Jews said, “Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets…whom makest thou thyself?” All of the great men die (Hebrews 9:27), but Jesus truly is triumphant over the tomb and he would soon prove it.
(b) Triumphant Over All Time. (8:56-59) “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad…Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.” The name of God in Exodus 3:14 is “I am” and it describes his eternal existence. “Then took they up stones to cast at him” because stoning is the penality for blasphemy under the Law. The Jews understood him perfectly. Our Lord slipped away “for his hour was not yet come.”







April 29, 2012

