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By Melissa Wong

Special to the Times

The Washington Homeowners Asso-
ciation (WHOA) hosted over 150 people
in its third annual holiday party on
December 7 in the Marina Community

The Washington Homeowners Association party featured entertainment and Irish dancing from
brothers Fionn and Frederick Simon.

Manor Celebrates with Holiday Party

Center on Wicks Boulevard.

The party included caroling and in-
strumentals from Mayor Juan Gonzalez
and the trio of Mari Rivera Lopez on
guitar, along with Aura Rivera Lopez
and Rosemary Canul.

The crowd was entertained with
Irish dancing from brothers Fionn and
Frederick Simon.

Residents enjoyed food and treats
from home as well as from local eater-
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see PARTY, page 8

Kids Meet Santa Claus at the Flrehouse

By Ruben Banuelos

San Leandro Times

Holiday cheer filled the
air on Dec. 13 as families
gathered outside Fire Station 9
in San Leandro for the annual
Santa at the Firehouse event.

The community celebra-
tion that’s rganized by the
Alameda County Fire De-
partment offered residents
festive activities, fire safety
education, and an chance to
support local charities.

Children and parents were

welcomed by Santa Claus,
who arrived aboard an antique
fire engine before entering

the station. Inside, families |
enjoyed hot cocoa, cookies, |elFess

music, and talking with fire-
fighters.

The open house marked
the second of three planned
celebrations this holiday sea-
son, following the first gather-
ing at Station 25 and preceding

PHOTO BY RUBEN BANUELOS

see FIREHOUSE, page 8§ Children met Santa Clause at Fire Station 9.

DA Joins Lawsuit
Suing Uber for
Duping Public

District Attorney Ursula
Jones Dickson announced that
the Alameda County District
Attorney’s Office is part of
a coalition of law enforce-
ment agencies representing
21 states and the District of
Columbia that joined a law-
suit previously filed by the
Federal Trade Commission
against Uber Technologies,
LLC and Uber USA,LLC, the
operators of the popular ride-
share and delivery company.

The lawsuit is pending
in the United States District
Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of California, with a
trial currently scheduled for
February 2027.

The lawsuit alleges that

Uber used a variety of decep-
tive and unfair practices in
offering and selling Uber One
subscription services, which
Uber promotes as saving mon-
ey on rides and deliveries.

Among other things, the
lawsuit alleges that Uber im-
properly used negative option
marketing tactics when it
offered free trial subscriptions
—a practice that automatically
charges consumers if they do
not cancel a free trial.

The lawsuit alleges Uber
misled consumers about the
amounts they could save when
subscribing to Uber One and
that the company made it ex-
traordinarily difficult to cancel

see DA, page 8

Students Invited to
Join MLK Oratory Fest

San Leandro students are
invited share their original or
well-known essays, speeches,
and poems inspired by Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The San Leandro Recre-
ation and Parks Department
is now accepting student en-
tries for the 2026 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Oratorical
Festival and Poetry Slam—an
inspiring annual celebration

X COMMUNITY

San Leandran joins
Highway Patrol. Page 2

X ENTERTAINMENT

Brian Copeland’s New Year's

comedy show. Page 3

X NEWS

Police seek leads in

unsolved murders. Page 5

38,500 EVERY THURSDAY

THELARGEST FREE-DELIVEREDNEWSPAPERINTHEEASTBAY

of Dr. King’s legacy of peace,
equality, and social justice.

The oratorical festival will
take place on Saturday, Jan.
17, at 10:30 a.m. at the Marina
Community Center, 15301
Wicks Blvd.

The event invites San
Leandro students to step into
the spotlight and share their
voices through original or

see MLK, page 2
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MEETING
SCHEDULES

B CITY COUNCIL
Council meets on the first and third
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in
City Council Chambers, City Hall,
835 E. 14th St., San Leandro

For more information, call the City
Clerk at 577-3367.

B SAN LEANDRO
SCHOOL BOARD
Board meets on the second Tuesday
of each month at 7 p.m. at 2600
Teagarden St., San Leandro.

For more information, call
Zaira Duncan at 667-3522.
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MLK: Students invited to share
either original work or well-known
speeches, poems or essays

continued from front page

well-known essays, speech- |

es, and poems inspired by
Dr. King’s powerful mes-
sage. Students in grades 3
through 12 will have the

chance to compete for gift W&
card prizes in their grade [g*

category.

Whether you’re passionate
about justice, moved by Dr.
King’s words, or simply ready
to express yourself, you’re in-
vited to enter. Lift your voice,
speak your truth, and inspire
your community.

To enter, students must
submit an entry form with a
brief description of the piece
they plan to perform. The
deadline for entries is Monday,
Jan. 12, or until 25 entries are
received—whichever comes
first. Spots fill quickly, so
submit your form early.

A

v m’;f. f'!"\'. ‘v

The city’s annual oratory contest invites students to
share speeches or poems that inspire them.

While only students may
perform, the event is free and
open to the entire community.
Come cheer on local youth,
celebrate our diversity, and
honor Dr. King’s enduring

message of hope, unity, and
social change.

To submit an entry form,
visit sanleandro.org/mlk or
contact youth@sanleandro.
org.
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Save
Save

December s free when you pay your

first month upfront.

w/ Annual Dues. Pav 11 months get

the 12th free (Expires 12/31/2025).

*Previous members of 12 months or less are not eligible for this promo.
(Not to be combined with any other offers. All club features are included

For more details:

Swimming
Pickleball
- Tennis
- Gym
- Group Fitness
AquaFIT
- Yoga
- Massage
Kids Club Babysitting

1881 Astor Dr,

San Leandro, CA 94577 | www.bovswim.com

Jorge Rizo completed cadet training and is assigned
to duty at the CHP’s Hayward Area office.

Jorge Rizo of San
Leandro Completes
Cadet Training,
Joins California
Highway Patrol

Jorge Rizo of San Leandro,
Calif. has successfully com-
pleted cadet training at the
California Highway Patrol
(CHP) Academy.

He is assigned to duty
at the CHP’s Hayward Area
office. Before attending the
CHP Academy, Officer Rizo
worked as a manager at Foun-
dation Repair of CA in Liver-
more, California.

Becoming a CHP officer
has been his lifelong goal.
His family served as his pri-
mary motivation to finish the
academy, and he aims to be
a positive role model for his
children.

At the CHP Academy,
cadet training starts with no-
bility in policing, leadership,
professionalism, ethics, and
cultural diversity. Training

also includes mental illness
response and crisis interven-
tion techniques.

Cadet instruction covers
patrol operations, crash in-
vestigation, first aid, and the
arrest of suspected violators,
including those who drive
under the influence of alcohol
or drugs.

The cadets also receive
training in traffic control,
report writing, recovery of
stolen vehicles, assisting the
motoring public, issuing cita-
tions, emergency scene man-
agement, and knowledge of
various codes, including the
Vehicle Code, Penal Code, and
Health and Safety Code.

The California Highway
Patrol said its mission is to
provide the highest level of
safety, service, and security.

Karen Korematsu to
Speak on January 10

A reception featuring Dr.
Karen Korematsu, civil rights
advocate and daughter of Fred
Korematsu will be held on
Saturday, Jan. 10, at 2 p.m. at
the San Leandro Main Library,
300 Estudillo Ave.

The program is part of
the library’s exhibit — “Am I
an American or Am [ Not? —

inspired by Fred Korematsu’s
resistance against the violation
of his constitutional rights.

The exhibit examines the
mass incarceration of over
125,000 Japanese Americans
during WWII and invites
visitors to reflect on historical
injustice and its relevance
today.
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Community Calendar

Noon Year’s Eve Celebration
For Tots

The San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave., will
host a New Year’s Eve celebration for ages 5 and under,
but all are welcome, on Wednesday, Dec. 31, from 11 a.m.
to noon. Adults will be able to participate and engage in
year-end reflections, 2026 intentions, and all will be able to
enjoy some refreshments, while supplies last. Count down
to the New Year at noon!

Lego Winter Display
A Lego winter display is open to the public from Dec.
20 to Jan. 10 at the Bay Area Family Church, 2305 Wash-
ington Ave. in San Leandro. The 5-by-17-foot display will
be open only on Saturdays and Sundays from 1 to 4 p.m.
The LEGO Group of companies does not sponsor, authorize
or endorse this event.

Senior
Book Club

Join a book club that offers adults 50+ a welcoming
space to explore the joys, challenges, and wisdom that come
with growing older through insightful literature and mean-
ingful conversation. The club meets on the first Monday of
the month from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at the San Leandro Senior
Community Center, 13909 East 14th St. Each gathering
invites reflection, connection, and celebration of the aging
journey in all its complexity.

Friends of San Leandro Library
DVD Sale

The Friends of the San Leandro Library will hosta DVD
sale on Saturday, Jan. 24, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the San
Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. DVDs are a
dollar per disc. Buy three discs, and get two more for free.
All proceeds benefit the San Leandro Library’s programs
and services. Credit cards accepted.

Homework Center at San Leandro
Public Library’s Manor Branch
Need help with your homework? Come to the Home-
work Center at the Manor Branch Library 1241 Manor Blvd,
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5 p.m. This is
for students in grades 1 through 5. Registration needed:
www.sanleandro.org.

Lose Weight by
Joining TOPS

Resolved to lose weight in 2026? Join TOPS (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start your
weight loss journey. TOPS is a non profit weight loss sup-
port group. We meet on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. (doors open at
8:45 a.m.) at the United Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria
Street in Castro Valley. For more info contact Linda Brooks
@ 510-461-3894. Join us for fellowship and support. What
do you have to lose?

Diabetes
Support Group

The Diabetes Support Group is open whether you
have been recently diagnosed or living with diabetes for
many years. This support group can help you manage your
condition. Share your experience or learn from others in
a supportive setting. Everyone aged 50+ is welcome. The
support group meets the third Tuesday of every month from
10 a.m. to noon at the San Leandro Senior Community
Center, 13909 East 14th St.

Mindfulness
Matters

Calm your stress with this free drop-in relaxation prac-
tice the first Thursday evening of the month from 6 to 7
p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave.
The next session will be on Dec. 4. Use meditation, gentle
stretches, breathwork, poetry, and journaling to find balance
inlife’s stresses. Ages 18+, all abilities. Call 510-577-3971
to reserve a spot, or just drop in.

Brian Copeland Rings in the
New Year with All-Star Comedy Show

Award-winning comedian
and storyteller Brian Copeland
will headline a high-energy
New Year’s Eve comedy cel-
ebration, “Lighten Up: New
Year’s Eve with Brian Cope-
land and His Funny Friends,”
on Wednesday, Dec. 31, at 7
p.m. at the Castro Valley Cen-
ter for the Arts, 19501 Red-
wood Road in Castro Valley.

Tickets: $75 Purchase
tickets at: https://cvcfa.com

Audiences are encour-
aged to purchase early. The
one-night-only event brings
together a powerhouse line-
up of nationally recognized
comedians for an evening of
sharp wit, big laughs, and a

joyful send-off to 2025.

Joining Copeland onstage
will be:

e Candy Shaw — NBC’s
Last Comic Standing, SF
Sketchfest, Comedy Oakland

* Julia Jackson — SF Come-
dy Competition Semi-Finalist,
United Solo Festival Winner

* Donald Lacy - HBO, [

Comedy Central, Theatre Bay [%

Area Legacy Award Winner

* Frank Olivier (Just Add- [

ed!) — America’s Got Talent,

The Tonight Show, Just for

Laughs, HBO

* Sandy Stec — Punchline
& The Improv alum, Laugh
Factory, Marcus & Sandy on
STAR 101.3

Brian Copeland

* Ngaio Bealum — Canna-
bis expert on Netflix’s Cook-

ing on High, appearances on
NBC, CBS & ABC

Special guests will also
appear.

Brian Copeland is the
creative force behind Not a
Genuine Black Man, the lon-
gest-running solo show in San
Francisco theatrical history.
He has been officially recog-
nized as a legend of Bay Area
comedy and, this year, was
inducted into the Bay Area
Radio Hall of Fame. Known
for blending humor with in-
sight, Copeland’s New Year’s
Eve show promises laughter,
reflection, and a communal
celebration to kick off the
year ahead.

Help Keep Gutters Clear and Storm Drains Flowing

The City of San Leandro
reminds residents they can
help keep gutters clear and
storm drains flowing.

As the leaves come down,
city street sweeping crews
are working in high gear.
A little help from the com-
munity goes a long way
in preventing flooding and
keeping neighborhoods safe
and clean.

Here’s how you can help:

Bring trash cans in
promptly after pickup so street

sweepers can reach the curb

Move parked cars on street
sweeping days to improve leaf
removal

Keep leaves out of the
street—please bag or com-
post them instead of raking or
blowing them onto the street
and near storm drains.

Even small piles of leaves
can block rainwater, causing
backups that impact the entire
block. The more leaves city
crews can collect, the better
storm drains work during

Live Well, Be Well
Health Education

Classes

The City of San Leandro’s
Human Services Department,
in collaboration with City
Serve of the Tri-Valley, is
hosting seven free health Edu-
cation classes on Wednesdays
through Jan. 14, from 2 to 3:30
p.m. at the San Leandro Senior
Community Center, 13909

East 14th St.

Topics include Good Food,
Good Mood, Refresh & Re-
charge, the Balance Within,
and more. Register online at
www.sanleandrorec.org or
call customer service at 510-
577-7990. Use code 25809 to
register.

Barns of the East
Bay Photo Exhibit
At Hayward Museum

A photo exhibit of barns
in the East Bay is on display
through Feb. 7 at the Hayward
Area Historical Society Mu-
seum at 22380 Foothill Blvd.
in Hayward. The museum is
open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Thursdays, Fridays, and

Saturdays.

“Barns of the East Bay:
From Hay Day to Fading
Away” is a series of photo-
graphs by local photographer
Patty Burton that documents
the area’s backroads and their
agricultural history.

winter storms.
Together, we can keep

San Leandro moving—rain
or shine.

Tobacco Recovery Support
Group Meets on Thursdays

The Support Group for
Tobacco Recovery meets
on Thursdays from 5:15 to
6:30 p.m. in the Sequoia
Conference Room, 1100 San
Leandro Blvd., one block
from the San Leandro BART
Station. No prerequisites, no

prior experience, no require-
ments.

Discussion topics include
your relationship with to-
bacco, self-care and stress
relief, medicines that can
help, wellness and recovery,
and the new you.

Library Events

Noon Year’s Eve Celebration for Tots
The San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave., will

host a New Year’s Eve celebration for ages 5 and under,
but all are welcome, on Wednesday, Dec. 31, from 11 a.m.
to noon. Adults will be able to participate and engage in
year-end reflections, 2026 intentions, and all will be able
to enjoy some refreshments, while supplies last. Count
down to the New Year at noon!

Free help with reading and English!
Adult Literacy & ESL Program
San Leandro Public Library

* Free private tutors and free classes for adults

+ Visit sanleandro.org/literacy or call 510-577-3944

2X2
RE/MAX ACCORD
(LOVEWELL)
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Homes

REAL ESTATE REALITY

GUEST COMMENTARY

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

aThB |
YGen

Holiday Wishes From
The Central County
Real Estate Professionals

By Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times

iving in the incredibly
diverse San Francisco
Bay Area, it is no

secret many of the differ-
ent cultures have differing
ideas about what the season
means. Our local real estate
agents reflect this, as we
are a multicultural group
spanning differing ethnic-

drae
31

ities, cultural and religious
backgrounds.

Regardless of the various
events being celebrated this
season, the airwaves are
full of Christmas Carols

LAY
pd
\i

Roses

January is the month to prune your rose bushes as well as decidu-
ous trees, shrubs, grape vines, kiwis and berries. Apply dormant oil
spray after pruning, not before. Do not prune any spring-flowering
trees or shrubs until they finish blooming.

Prune roses way back, using clean, sharp tools and protect your
hands with heavy gloves. Make all cuts at 45-degree angles above an
outside bud eye, about a quarter-inch above the eye. Take out twiggy
and malformed growth.

For a moderate pruning, cut bushes 18 to 24 inches high with
three to six canes left in place. Severe pruning produces larger, but
fewer blooms. Floribundas and grandifloras often benefit from a
light pruning.

On old garden roses, don’t do anything until after the spring
bloom. Prune tree roses and hybrid teas to a vase shape. Climbing
roses bloom on mature canes, so don’t be overzealous. Train their
canes against a fence or trellis by attaching the canes to the structure
in a horizontal position.

Slithery Pests

Snails and slugs love rainy weather and will be after young winter
annuals. The quickest, safest way to get rid of them is to hand pick
them at dusk using a flashlight. They can often be found clinging to
the garden hose and along the side of sheltered bricks. Secure them
in a plastic bag and put them in the garbage.

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer
“The Realtors In Motion”

(510) 326-4263

www.ListedbyAntonio.com « write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group « DRE #00898737

Robert Jones and Associates

We Offer Great Experience Plus Enthusiasm!!
Listing « Sales
Property Management

Call Us...
WE ARE HERE for YOU!

— Matt Jones & Bob Jones

142 JOAQUINAVE.SANLEANDRO*510-357-0120
RobertJonesand Associates.com

and songs that address
components of the Holiday
Season.

One of my favorites is
“We Wish You A Merry
Christmas.” Wikipedia
states, “While the history of
the carol itself is unclear, its
origin probably lies in the
English tradition where-
in wealthy people of the
community gave Christmas
treats to the carolers (those
in the lower working and
poverty classes) on Christ-
mas Eve, such as “figgy
pudding” that was very
much like modern-day
Christmas puddings; in the
West Country of England,
“figgy pudding” referred to
a raisin or plum pudding,
not necessarily one contain-
ing figs. In the famous ver-
sion of the song, the singer
demands figgy pudding
from the audience, threaten-
ing to not “go until we get
some”. It was a lower-class
poke at the wealthy class,
intended to be a reminder
that “You’ve got yours, now

NS

The English name for this tree derives from the

old French franc encens, which means “pure

light.” The aromatic compounds made within
its tissues resist fungus and insects, and resin leaks

Frankincense out to solidify around wounds in its bark.

Sparse forests of these trees grow in the

dry ground of the southern Arabian
Peninsula. It is there that the “Incense Road”
was formed, bringing trade and wealth to
this area for centuries. To grow a
frankincense tree of your own,

it is best to purchase it as a potted

plant, rather than growing seeds.
- Brenda Weaver

advicefromtheherblady.com

cal overtones, it’s a fun song

to sing and has been a staple
in the repertoire of concerts
and door-to-door carolers
alike.

The song makes a poi-
gnant point in reminding
us that we should be aware
of those in need at this
time of year. Not all are
fortunate enough to reside
inside warm homes and for
some, family is a distant
memory. We encourage you
to seek out opportunities
to give to the less fortunate
this holiday season. As a
family, instead of giving
gifts to each other we have
partnered with organiza-
tions such as World Vision
providing funds that will
buy overseas families much
needed animals such as
cows and goats, dig wells in
barren areas and so on.

Of importance this time

give us some.” It was a clas- of the year is time spent

sic confrontation between
the haves and have-nots.

Regardless of its histori-
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with families and friends.
Airports fill with those long-
ing to spend the holidays
with loved ones. While we
don’t eat a lot of “figgy pud-
ding” these days, holiday
feasts are looked forward to
with anticipation by many.

The Central County real
estate professionals wish
you and yours a blessed

RECENT HOME SAILES

Castro Valley

19117 Parsons Avenue 94546: $629,000 [3 BD - 1,036 SF - 1947

4252 Omega Avenue 94546: $735,000 [3 BD - 1,224 SF - 1947

4216 Gem Avenue 94546: $751,000 [2 BD - 928 SF - 1947

22659 Canyon Terrace Drive #U3 94552: $825,000 [2 BD - 1,213 SF - 1997
3635 Lorena Avenue 94546: $1,075,000 [3 BD - 1,684 SF - 1952

4319 Shamrock Way 94546: $1,080,000 [3 BD - 1,199 SF - 1959

5667 Greenridge Road 94552: $1,173,000 [4 BD - 1,781 SF - 1960

4741 Sorani Way 94546: $1,233,000 [3 BD - 1,730 SF - 1963

20602 Crow Creek Road 94552: $1,250,000 [3 BD - 2,358 SF - 1992

5846 Cold Water Drive 94552: $1,300,000 [3 BD - 1,723 SF - 1972

18009 Laird Court 94546: $1,655,000 [3 BD - 3,029 SF - 1959

19358 Lake Chabot Road 94546: $1,950,000 [4 BD - 3,185 SF - 1952
17691 Whisper Lane 94546: $2,000,000 [4 BD - 3,047 SF - 2021

TOTAL SALES: 13

LOWEST AMOUNT:  $629,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT:  $1,173,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $2,000,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $1,204,307

SAN LEANDRO
15059 Hesperian Boulevard #34 94578: $170,000 [1 BD - 1,985 SF - ]
1650 San Leandro Boulevard 94577: $315,000

15205 Hesperian Boulevard #G 94578: $525,000 [3 BD - 1,348 SF - 1987
15382 Andover Street 94579: $540,000 [2 BD - 842 SF - 1949

1707 Oriole Avenue 94578: $590,000 [2 BD - 714 SF - 1939

1058 Victoria Avenue 94577: $725,000 [2 BD - 846 SF - 1953

14378 Qutrigger Drive 94577: $735,000 [3 BD - 1,957 SF - 1987

1608 Lanier Avenue 94579: $761,000 [3 BD - 1,158 SF - 1959

332 West Broadmoor Boulevard 94577: $820,000 [3 BD - 1,086 SF - 1923
1817 Sundberg Avenue 94577: $823,000 [3 BD - 1,092 SF - 1953

825 Bilings Boulevard 94577: $825,000 [3 BD - 1,246 SF - 1943

15049 Thoits Street 94579: $832,000 [3 BD - 1,114 SF - 1951

16830 President Drive 94578: $850,000 [3 BD - 1,415 SF - 1955

406 Begier Avenue 94577: $903,000 [3 BD - 1,450 SF - 1926

15470 Heron Drive 94579: $960,000 [4 BD - 1,651 SF - 1999

357 Melven Court 94577: $965,000 [3 BD - 1,379 SF - 1926

14935 Fjord Street 94578: $990,000 [1,914 SF - 1978

16238 Lyle Street 94578: $1,100,000 [3 BD - 1,564 SF - 1952

2018 Royal Wings Way 94579: $1,380,000 [4 BD - 2,820 SF - 1998

850 Collier Drive 94577: $1,400,000 [5 BD - 3,070 SF - 1929

TOTAL SALES: 20

LOWEST AMOUNT: $170,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT:  $824,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:  $1,400,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $810,450

SAN LORENZO

Holiday Season and a Merry | 557 Empire Street 94580: $578,000 [3 BD - 1,074 SF - 1950
Christmas 16826 Bar Avenue 94580: $635,000 [4 BD - 1,222 SF - 1947
o 17277 Via Alamitos 94580: $830,000 [4 BD - 1,211 SF - 1948
Carl Medford is a li- 15746 Paseo Largavista 94580; $850,000 [3 BD - 1,000 SF - 1944
censed Realtor with Keller 961 William Drive 94580: $915,000 [3 BD - 1,541 SF - 1999
Williams Realty and a 187 Via Malaga 94580: $920,000 [3 BD - 1,711 SF - 1951

licensed general contractor.
This article is sponsored by
the Central County Market-
ing Group.

TOTAL SALES: 6
LOWEST AMOUNT:  $578,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT: $840,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: ~ $920,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $788,000
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Holiday Season Safety Tips from the California Fire Foundation

The holiday season is a
time of joy, family gatherings,
and cherished traditions. As
families across California pre-
pare for festive celebrations,
it’s essential to prioritize safe-
ty—especially in a state prone
to wildfires. Here are some key
holiday safety tips from the
California Fire Foundation:

1. Kitchen Safety

The kitchen is often the
center of holiday festivities, but
it can also be a source of acci-
dents. Keep these tips in mind:

* Stay Attentive: Never
leave cooking food unattend-
ed, especially when frying,
boiling, or broiling. If you
must step away, ask someone
to watch the stove.

* Keep Flammable Items

Away: Store dish towels, paper
products, and other flammable
items away from stovetops
and hot surfaces.

* Know Your Appliances:
Familiarize yourself with
your appliances and their
safety features. Ensure they
are in good working condition
before use.

2. Deep Frying Turkeys
Safely

Deep frying a turkey can
be delicious but risky. Follow
these precautions:

* Use a Safe Location:
Always fry outdoors, away
from structures and dry veg-
etation. Never fry indoors or
in a garage.

* Thaw the Turkey Com-
pletely: Make sure the turkey

is fully thawed and dry to
prevent hot oil splatters.

* Monitor the Temperature:
Use a thermometer to maintain
the proper oil temperature
and never leave the fryer un-
attended.

* Have a Fire Extinguisher
Nearby: Keep a Class K fire
extinguisher, designed for
grease fires, within reach.

3. Christmas Trees and
Decorations
Festive trees can be fire
hazards if not handled properly:
* Choose Fresh Trees: Pick
a live tree that is fresh and
well-watered; dry trees ignite
easily.
* Water Regularly: Keep
the tree watered and check
daily to prevent drying out.

* Use LED Lights: LED
lights produce less heat and
are more energy-efficient than
traditional lights.

* Inspect Decorations:
Check lights and ornaments
for damage, and replace frayed
cords or broken bulbs.

4. Outdoor Lighting Safety
Decorating the exterior of
your home can also pose risks:
e Use Outdoor-Rated
Lights: Only use lights labeled
for outdoor use.

* Avoid Overloading Cir-
cuits: Follow manufactur-
er guidelines for how many
strands can be safely con-
nected.

* Secure Cords: Keep cords
out of pathways and away
from flammable materials.

Police Seek Leads in Unsolved Murders
Reward money significantly increased in three unsolved cases

The San Leandro Police
Department reminded the
public last week that it’s still
looking for leads in three un-
solved homicides.

Last December, the San
Leandro City Council unani-
mously approved a resolution
to significantly increase the
existing reward amounts for
information leading to the
arrest and conviction of those
responsible for three unsolved
homicides:

e The October 9, 2010,
double homicides of Marius

Robinson and Kwame Nunn
(increased to $150,000).

e The March 22,2013, ho-
micide of Delun “Allan” Pan
(increased to $150,000).

* The December 14,2014,
homicide of Joel Ramirez
(increased to $150,000).

These tragic cases have
remained unresolved for
years, leaving families and
the community searching
for justice, said the San
Leandro Police Depart-
ment in a statement. The
enhanced rewards are part

San Leandro Players to
Hold Auditions for The
Odd Couple (Female Version)

San Leandro Players will
hold auditions for its spring
2026 production of “The Odd
Couple (Female Version)”
by Neil Simon, directed by
Dana Fry.

Auditions will be held at 7
p.m. on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Jan. 6 and Jan. 7, at the
San Leandro Museum/Audito-
rium, 320 West Estudillo Ave.
in San Leandro.

Contact Dana Fry at da-
nabegood@yahoo.com for
more information. Non-AEA,
no pay; all ethnicities and ages
encouraged.

Rehearsals will run from
Jan. 12 through Feb. 26, Mon-
day through Thursday, from 7
to 9 p.m., plus a Feb. 28 dress
rehearsal.

Performances will run
from Feb. 28 through March

29 on Saturdays and Sundays
with two Friday performances.

The Odd Couple (Female
Version) centers around Olive
Madison and Florence Unger,
divorced women who become
roommates. The play opens
with Olive hosting a game
night for friends in Olive’s
messy apartment when Flor-
ence arrives, freshly separated
from her husband.

The comedic tension arises
from their contrasting person-
alities. Olive is laid-back and
disorganized, while Florence
is uptight and meticulous. As
they navigate their differences,
the play explores the themes of
friendship, compatibility and
the challenges of cohabitation.

For more information visit
the San Leandro Players web-
site, www.slplayers.org.

of the City of San Leadnro’s
commitment to bringing
closure to the victims’ loved
ones and holding perpetra-
tors accountable.

The San Leandro Police
Department said that it is
continuing to work with lo-
cal and regional partners to
pursue leads and employ new
technologies in these investi-

gations.

Anyone with information
about these cases is asked
to contact the San Leandro
Police Department via the
following methods: Sergeant
Jason Vincent at 510-577-
3315, the anonymous tip line
at 510-577-3278, or Text-
to-Tip at 888777 (keyword:
TipSLPolice).

20% Off
g [o][{e EYASE] [

Teleflora's Yuletide
Sparkle Tree

uletide Sparkle Tree is

centerpiece.
SKU #T25X420A

Your Price

$71.99
(Plus Shipping)*

Reg. Price

Teleflora’s Scarlet
Cardinal Bouquet

Teleflora's Scarlet Cardinal
Bouquet celebrates the season
with festive red blooms and winter
greens in a keepsake Scarlet
Cardinal Pitcher. A heartfelt gift for
Christmas or anyone who
cherishes holiday tradition.

SKU # T25X300A

Your Price

$59.99
(Plus Shipping)*

Reg. Price

Call 1-877-207-4061 to place your order
Use Promo Code MB20080 to get 20% off

Promo code is only valid for phone orders.

*Product availability varies by market and minimum order values may apply. A shipping fee
of $20.99 s applied to US orders; additional fees may apply for same-day delivery.

5. Community Responsibil-
ity and Wildfire Prevention

Celebrate responsibly and
help protect your community:

* Clear Away Debris: Re-
move dry leaves, branches,
and other combustible mate-
rials from your yard.

e Create a Defensible
Space: Maintain a fire-resis-
tant zone around your home
by trimming shrubs and trees
and using fire-resistant land-

scaping.

o Stay Informed: Monitor
local fire conditions and reg-
ulations, especially during dry
periods.

This holiday season let’s
celebrate safely and respon-
sibly. By prioritizing kitch-
en safety, being mindful of
decorations, and taking steps
to prevent wildfires, we can
ensure joyful and secure cel-
ebrations.

Health Unlimited

"'25% OFF

(On Satle in December!

— NATURAL FOODS —
San Leandro
182 Pelton Center
(510) 483-3630

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr.
(510) 581-0220
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HOROSCOPE by salomé

_ ARIES (March 21 to April 19):
within reach, the Arian’s courageous aspects are raring to go. And don't be surprised if
alot of people follow the zodiac’s most trusted leader.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20):
Bovine who is ready to shuck off the tried-and-true to try something new. But
appearances can be deceptive. Check it all out before you charge into anything.

£ GEMINI (May 21 to June 20): This week promises a peek into what the new
w year holds for the GEMINI Twins, both in love and careers. Family matters continue to
be a factor in decisions you're going to be facing.

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): As you move into the new year, fravel aspects
grow stronger, and you might find yourself making decisions about a destination and
atraveling companion sooner than you'd expected.

~ . LEO (July 23 - August 22): The new year holds both glitter and gold. This
@ means LEOs and LEOnas should begin getting the facts they’'ll need to separate
the real thing from the sham in order to make important decisions next year.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): Agood way to start the new year might be to
arrange for a visit to someone you haven't seen in a long time. You might also want to
pick up that project you put off a while back.

s LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22): Asyou contemplate the new year’s
Y potential, you might want to talk things over with people who are or have been where
you want to go. Their experience and advice can be helpful.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21): Someone close to you might
& o feel you have no more room for him or her in your life. This calls for immediate
reassurance of your love so you can start the new year on a high note.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): The coming year will bring more
people into your life. Some situations might not work out as well as others.
But overall, everyone earns something, and that’s always a good thing.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): The new year could find you indulging
in one or more of the hobbies you've always wanted to take up. And don't be
surprised if they ultimately direct you toward a new career.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18): The artistic Aquarian should find more
opportunities in the new year. You might even make some potentially helpful
contacts as you gather to ring in the year 2009.

PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20): The new year offers challenges for
Pisceans who want to make better use of the skills they now have and learn new
ones. Personal relationships show stronger positive aspects.

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

With the new year’s opportunities almost

Change lies ahead for the brave
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CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 60,000

| TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD |

TO VIEW THE CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE

CALL
NEWS

510-614-1555
510-614-1557

AUTOS /I TRUCKS

35

10 words
(3 weeks)

Classifieds@ebpublishing.com

10 words
$35

(1 week)

Visit our Websites 24 hours a day

www.sanleandrotimes.com
www.castrovalleyforum.com

10 words
$35

(1 week)

MISC

'35

. FOR SALE

10 words
(3 weeks)

New ads, cancellations or ad changes:
DEADLINE: MONDAY NOON
Call 510-614-1558 (Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.)

| VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER & AmEx Accepted |

$ 35 10 words

(1 week)

SERVICES

35

10 words
(1 week)

CLASSIFIED ADS RUN EVERY WEDNESDAY IN'THE CASTRO VALLEY FEORUM AND EVERY THURSDAY IN'THE SAN LEANDRO FIMES

| ANNOUNCEMENTS || CATERING ||CONTRAC[0R SERVICE|| FENCES/DECKS || GARDENING || GIVEAWAYS |

You can run a classified ad for
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs
in both of our newspapers, the
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday
and the San Leandro Times on
Thursday. You can also save by
placing your ad on our website at
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’'ll call you for your
credit or debit card info for payment.
To place an ad by phone call
Patrick Vadnais at 510-614-1555,
Mon-Fri 9 a.m. -1 p.m.

IF YOUR GARAGE SALE IS
RAINED OUT, WE'LL RUN
YOUR AD AGAIN FOR NO
EXTRA CHARGE. SLTimes

| BisTRo/KARAOKE |

ZENTI BISTRO. KARAOKE with
Host Fresh Kymm Every Tuesday
6:30pm-9:00pm. *Ask about a FREE
drink with purchase. 510-856-8541.
www.Zenti-Bistro.com San Leandro

HONEY BROWNS CATERING &
MEAL PREP. Cooking with Love.
Theron & Yetta Brown 510-606-8063.
honeybrowns4you @ gmail.com

| CONCRETE SERVICE |

*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio,
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete,
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1054154. Milo
510-502-9336.

Help for the homeowner
mearis business for you!

San ?ﬁem'thrn Tinnes
HOME SERVICES GUIDE
Call 614-1558

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor or materials) be licensed
by the Contractors State License
Board. State Law also requires that
contractors include their license
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers appearing on this page without
a license number indicate that the
contractor is not licensed. You can
check the status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors taking jobs that total less than
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by
the Contractors State License Board.

| FENCES/DECKS |

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence
Reinforcement and save thousands!
510-706-6189.

*SPECIALIZING IN WOOD FEN-
CES, DECKS & RETAINING
WALLS. Replace or repair paved
walkways, yard cleaning, tree work,
brush removal (fire prevention... don’t
get insurance cancelled). Insured &
Bonded #8189. Jerry 510-410-2427.

| FLORIST |

LUCY’S CREATIONS - Voted San

Leandro’s Top Florist. Flowers for all

occasions. Local delivery available.
Lucyscreationsforyou.com

| GARAGE DOORS |

HAPPY GARAGE DOOR REPAIR &
MAINTENANCE. Best Repair Serv-
ice, Maintenance, Installation. 415-
716-2874.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your
units! A vacancy day is money
lost forever ... R. Bowman

GARDENING  MAINTENANCE,

Cleanups, Tree Work, Pruning, Pow-
erWashing and all Handyman Serv-

ice. Call Cruz 510-798-0682.

JAIME’S GARDENING
Maintenance, Trimming, Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/
Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.

510-299-9583

GARDENING/TREE SERVICE

NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing, trees, cleanup, haul-

ing, FREE estimates. 510 512-5857.

| GUTTER CLEANING |

GUTTER WORKS Cleaning and Re-
pairs. Residential/ Commercial. Rea-
sonable Rates. FREE Estimates.
925-575-4488.

GutterWorks025 @ gmail.com

FREE - Piano Hammond Upright
Grand 54” High 61” Wide 28" Deep.
Good Condition-Beautiful Wood
Bench Included. Call Kathleen 510-
919-5631.

| HANDYMAN SERVICE |

HANDYMAN 15 years experience.
Senior discounts, all phases repairs.
Carlos 510-589-8927.

| HAULING SERVICE |

HAULING: Small and Big Jobs.
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash,
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/
outside cleanups. 510-715-1578.

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING?
Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

SERVICES DIRECTORY

"“-—...--/

NEW ROOFS & REPAIRS
RAIN GUTTERS INSTALLED & REPAIRED

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING

Dry - Rot & Termite Structural Repairs
Decking - Soffits - Fascias - Rafters - Gables - Etc

14349 WASHINGTON AVE SAN LEANDRO

FREE ESTIMATES

LICENSE # 657692

510-895-4433

Diego Painting
+ Residential/ ‘

Commercial

« Interior/
Exterior

+ Power Washl
'FREE ESTIMATES|

Lic. #855054 « diegopainting@comcast.net
www.diegopainting.com

(510)331-6152

Licensed Chlld Care
Nurturing Environment

Contact Us Today
This Ad Space Could be
Yours! To reserve this ad

space call advertising
Sales Rep Patrick Vadnais

Whatever your specialty, the place Construction IDrainage/Structural| | Gardening / Tree Ser- | [ REACH OVER 60,000 READERS
J 1 Fully licensed / bonded / Alﬂﬂlﬂdﬂ E eerlng P E R EZ ﬂanz aﬁg{gﬁ:‘b?l i t;a =
HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY [ | _Erf mvessnee| | Simeisss Bordening &
— + RETAINING WALLS Maintenance
Delivered to 32,736 homes in | | :?g‘&%ﬁ%?gg %TISRS
San Leandro, over : | + SEISMIC UPGRADES Zruniflwg,t‘rﬁptfgingb Fer:ovif;‘lg« S{ntheti;
20,000 homes in KEVIN BIDDLE +« CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION Lawn Care, Sprinlr(ler Systz;'ns, Lots & Hill-
Castro Valley, and Owner| A — sides Cleaned & Planted, Drainage/Gutters,
another 8,264 are = CALic#B 659828 | | oo oy u e gy | | FECES Dechs Patios, Arbors, Concrete etc.
delivered to Kevin@igdiebuiders com | | 510-537-6550
businesses and St ool mm“"’“ﬁﬁ‘i‘;"m““ FREE ESTIMATES HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
libraries. BmopLE BuiLpers LLC —t W I Tt Call 614-1558
Rooﬁng Pﬂil‘lﬁng Child Care HAVE SERVICES? Plumbing

Advertlse wnth us
today in the

HOME SERVICES
DIRECTORY

CAPELLI PLUMBING
&DRAIN CLEANING

Compare
Our Prices!
FREE ESTIMATES "’

24/7 SERVICE

Trenchless Sewer Repalr

Q Military & Senior Discounts

=Y FamilyOwned &Operated

510-969-4358

$200.°° OFF

COMPLETE REROOFING WITH TEAR-OFF
One Coupon Per Customer + Explres 1/31/26

at 510-614-1560 LIC. #1026755

Roofing Roofing Roofing / Gutters / Solar

/\ FAMILY OWNED & Lic. #311818 ! N
oy Ba |[RIDOUT

since 1 L 3

WO n d e r l 1 n Regoo;so)‘- RRepa_'u's A - )

ROOFING SYSTEMS 00 R K REED ROOFING [ |[ROOFING CO.
Castro Valley  Lic. #642517 « Insured/Bonded FREE ESTIMATES ~ SINCE 1922 ~

Complete Residential & Commercial
Roof Systems

(510) 357-5116

Call Now For A Free Written
Roof Analysis & Estimate
Serving San Leandro & The Entire
Bay Area. For Those Who Demand
Superior Personalized Attention.

SINCE 1975 | FULLY INSURED

ALLTYPES OF ROOFING & GUTTERS
[
FREE ESTIMATES

SENIOR DIS-

(510)351-1922 &

621-A WILLIAMS - SAN LEANDRO

STATE CONTRACTORS LICENSE NUMBER 260176
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| House CLEANING | | ReAL ESTATE AGENTS | LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

JUST LIKE GRAMMAS CLEAN-
ING!! Detail Cleaner with over 20-
years experience. 30-Days Airbnb
Special $29 an hour. Fatimah 510-
978-6803.

| Misc. FoR SALE |

Painting Equipment for Sale: Scaf-
folding, ladders, planks, pressure
washer & more. Must sell immediate-
ly! Negotiable. Call Scott 510-919-
7903.

56” (like new) ceiling fan $50, 2 Adir-
ondack chairs $25 each. 510-828-
2452,

Normal Rockwell Santa (10"x13 1/2”)
metal “Coke” tray $20. Call 510-538-
1765.

You can place a FREE

“MISC. FOR SALE” ad
for items $50 or less
at: sanleandrotimes.com
or at: castrovalleyforum.com
or more info call Patrick Mon-Fri.
9am-1pm at 510-614-1560
(some restrictions may apply)

| PoweR WASHING |

PRESSURE WASHING SPECIALS:
Business Awnings, Sidewalks, House
Exteriors. Gutter Cleaning & Repairs,
Window Washing, etc. Call Martin,
The Crown Gutter Service 510-384-
8041.

| ReAL ESTATE AGENTS |

*SCOTT HARRISON DRE#00966212
Sunshine Realty 510-388-4536

KEITH MURRAY DRE#01245452
Reliance Realty Group 510-582-5540

Are you interested in buying or
selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

| RENTALS |

Advertise your Home for rent in the
San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum
DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!
— A vacancy day is money lost forever —
To place an ad call 510-614-1558

| RESTAURANTS |

Café Sorriso - FREE Coffee or Iced
Tea with meal purchase (offer
expires 1-10-26). 1501 Washington
Ave., San Leandro. 510-351-3605.

| SERVICES |

HANDYMAN & CONTRACTORS
You can run a classified ad for
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs
in both of our newspapers, the
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday
and the San Leandro Times on
Thursday. You can also save by
placing your ad on our website at
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We'll call you for your
credit or debit card info for payment.
To place an ad by phone call
Patrick Vadnais at 510-614-1560,
Mon-Fri 9 a.m. -1 p.m.

FILED
MELISSA WILK

Decernber 10, 2025
County Clerk
ALAMEDA COUNTY
By——-, Deputy
FILENO.619389
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
Pursuant to Business and
Professions Cade
Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es):
Chiquita Gardens, located at 554 Fortuna
Ave, San Leandro, CA 94577 Alameda
County, is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Sean Jones, located at
554 Fortuna Ave,, San Leandro, CA 94577
/ Alberto Gomez 554 Fortuna Ave, San
Leandro, CA 94577. This business is con-
ducted by Married Couple.
This business commenced 09/00/2022
/s/5ean Jones
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicat-
ed by file stamp above.
Expires December 9, 2030
DEC 18,25,JAN 1,08, 2026
21091-SLT

TO ADVERTISE CALL:
Claudette Morrison
510-912-1490 or
Linda Nakhai
510-915-1513

Find More
Local News

inthe

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:
Monday 12 Noon.

LEGAL NOTICES

FILED November 13, 2025 FILED November 19, 2025
MELISSAWILK County Clerk MELISSAWILK County Clerk
ALAMEDA COUNTY ALAMEDA COUNTY
By-——, Deputy By——-, Deputy
FILENO. 618851 FILE NO.619011
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS FACTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT NAME STATEMENT
Pursuant to Business and Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es):

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es):

LEGAL NOTICES

NEED T0 PLACE
A LEGAL AD?

Biryummy, located at 1025 A Street, Hay- The Schoolhouse, located at 1044 Avon

ward, CA 94541 Alameda County, is here- Ave, San Leandro, CA 94579 Alameda [

by registered by the following owner(s): County, is hereby registered by the fol-
Rahven LLC, located at 32941 Norwalk lowing owner(s): Catherine Paola Barrera
Street Union City, CA 94587, This business Salazar, located at 1044 Avon Ave, San
is conducted by a Limited Liability Com- Leandro, CA 94579, This business is con-

pany. ducted by An Individual
This business commenced 11/11/2025  This business commenced N/A
/s/Abdur Rahman /s/Catherine Paola Barrera Salazar

This statement was filed with the County This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicat- Clerk of Alameda County on date indicat-
ed by file stamp above. ed by file stamp above.
Expires November 12,2030 Expires November 18, 2030
NOV 27, DEC4, 11, 18,2025 NOV 27, DEC4, 11,18, 2025
21079-5LT 21081-SLT

Historic

Bal Theatre

HOME SERVICES

Thur. Jan. 8, 2026

1
J

House Cleaning

Tender LoyinG
House Cleaning Service

Family Owned Since 1980
WEEKLY - BHWEEKLY + MONTHLY -

BV | Specializing U/
(%E"T(EE[% g{ in detafied f -
cloaning talored /" 7'

CNEINE | “toyourhome £ | i |

"L S

NSURANCE | FREE ESTIMATES " <o

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM
www.tle-housecleaning.com

510-481-91

BONDED & INSURED » ALLTAXES PAID

| Handyman |
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

Serving Castro Valley &
San Leandro for 28 Years

Big or Small —

We Do It All!
(925) 548-4202

8 PM » San Leandro

Jeff Beck

Tribute Concert
Tickets at:

baltheatre.com and

Ticketmaster.com
510-614-7700

Historic
Bal Theatre

Sat. Jan. 10, 2026
8 PM « San Leandro

Bee Gees Fever
The Ultimate Bee Gees
Tribute Concert
Tickets at:

baltheatre.com and
Ticketmaster.com

510-614-7700

HANDYMAN

i

IHOME REPAIRS, PAINTING,
FLUMEBING, DECKS/FENCES.
ELECTRICAL, GARDENING,
CLEANUPS, TREE WORK,
PRUNING, POWER WASH-
ING AND
LOTS MORE!

CALL CRUZ
510-798-0682

Handyman Hardwood Flooring
FERREIRA'S
/ e CRUZ | | 1ARDWOOD FLOORING

Sand « Install - Refinish
Glista - Oil Base

25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Jeff Today!

510-366-649
- Lic. #803455
.‘ ¥ iﬂ- .

\ [

REACH OVER 60,000 READERS

Call today for ad rates
and availability.

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Call 614-1558

| Carpet CleaningJ

Professional Home/
Office Carpet Cleaning
Reasonable Rates

This Ad Space Could Be
Yours! To reserve this ad
space call advertising
Sales Rep Patrick
Vadnais at 510-614-1560

ACROsSS

1 Pundit’s piece

5 “Kapowl”

8 Ancient mariner
Carousel, for one
Half of dos
German car name
Hat.

Baseball's Hodges
$ dispensers
Humble

Tolkien villains
Eye furtively
Plant firmly
Droop

Shelter
Librarian’s advice
Enjoy Vail

Ink smudge

Fine, at NASA
Middling grade
70s club

TV ratings period
Relaxing refuges
Fruity desserts
Spiced tea
Wedding words
Yuletide tune
Body powder
Popeye’s Olive
Concept
Canonized Fr. women
Born

Pretzel seasoning

ANSWERS ON PAGE 4

DOWN
Extra!
1 Utah city !
: E
Idyllic place |

s s Extral®

5 “Taps” instrument

6 Singer DiFranco

7 Hawaiian island

8 Civil rights org. i -~ ; 3

AR s o T LOLa} Newspapers Remain a
o el s Dominant Source of News
19 Moreover in Small Towns...”
21 Cleaning cloth according to the Reynolds Journalism Institute &
23 Cockeyed the University of Missouri’s School of Journalism.
24 Fair-hiring org.
25 Low-carb diet .
% Eﬂgn%%q s The San Leandro Times...
gg gg;;m’s call Your Best Source for Local News!

ool fundraiser

32 Time with a therapist To Advertise Please Contact
33  Skimpy suits £ o 2 3
35 IRS employee Claudette Morrison: 510-912-1490
36 Aachen an_jcie
39 o schoal Linda Nakhai: 510-915-1513
oo DELIVERED TO OVER 30,000 HOMES
gg g[(i)?dfr%acgons TOTAL CIRCULATION 30,000
46 Fez,eq. Office: 510-614-1555
48 Coloring agent
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Party: \Washington Homeowners celebrate 75th year

I

continued from front page

ies. Kids and kids-at-heart
participated in arts and crafts
and visited Santa Claus. The
entertainment concluded with
karaoke from some spirited
singers.

Then, lucky folks won
prizes from gift baskets to
gift cards. Twenty-four giant
teddy bears were given away
and every family got a framed
picture to take home.

WHOA thanked the
generous donors and spon-
sors, numerous volunteers,
amazing performers, and all
the guests. Many donated

enough toys to fill three [-

barrels, which were quickly
collected by the Fire Depart-
ment, Station 11.

In 2026, WHOA celebrates
its 75th year. Visit its website
(whoasl.com) for upcoming
events and speakers for the
monthly meetings on the third
Wednesday of every month
in the Marina Community
Center.

Firehouse:

continued from front page

the final event scheduled for
Saturday, December 20, at
Station 28 in Newark.

“This is an event where
we invite people to come in
and see what firefighters do
on a daily basis,” said Ala-
meda County Fire Department
spokesperson Cheryl Hurd.
“The event lets people meet
our organization through a
positive and energetic experi-
ence, which they would nor-
mally only experience during
emergency situations.”

People were encouraged to
donate unwrapped toys, which
will be distributed to families
in need through local nonprofit
organizations.

PHOTO BY MELISSA WONG

The Washington Homeowners Association party included caroling and instrumentals from Mayor Juan Gonzalez and the trio of
Mari Rivera Lopez (guitar), Aura Rivera Lopez, and Rosemary Canul.

People come to see what tlreﬂghters do, meet Santa Claus

“The reason we do this
every year is to collect toys
and give back directly to our
community,” Hurd said. “All
of the donations go to nonprof-
its that support families right
here where we serve.”

Firefighters also used the
festive environment to teach
children about fire safety and
to help establish positive rela-
tionships with first responders.
By meeting firefighters with-
out emergency gear, children
were able to see them in a
more approachable and friend-
ly setting.

“This helps kids under-
stand that firefighters are
friendly and here to help,”
Hurd said. “They learn who to

Parents and kids took pictures with fire fighters.

call when something’s wrong
and they become less fearful.”

The Santa at the Firehouse
tradition began in 2017 as a
grassroots effort to support a
community member in need.
Firefighter James Cobb III

explained that the idea orig- [
inated during a difficult time |

for a local family.

“It began when a member
of our community, Craig Lis,
was passing away from brain
cancer,” Cobb said. “His fam-
ily contacted us during the
holiday season to request help
in creating a fund to pay for
hospital expenses. We came
up with this idea, and it just
grew from there.”

Since then, the fundraiser
has expanded into an annual
toy and food drive supporting
multiple families through
partnerships with nonprofit
organizations. Cobb said the
event has become a meaning-
ful and lasting tradition.

Parents attending empha-
sized the importance of chil-
dren building positive rela-
tionships with first responders.

“It’s important for kids
to see firefighters and police
as friendly leaders,” said
Nicole Kusowitz, a parent
in attendance. “My son loves
his firefighter costume, and
being here lets him see real
firefighters while dreaming
about becoming one some-
day.”

Firefighters encourage
families to attend the final
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Parents took pictures as their kids talked to Santa Clause at Fire Station 9 at
the annual Santa at the Firehouse on Dec. 13.

Santa at the Firehouse event holiday cheer throughout the back,” Cobb said. “It’s about
and to continue supporting community.

toy donations that help spread

“This work is about giving

being part of the community
we serve.”

DA: ‘Consumers deserve honesty’

continued from front page
Uber One once enrolled.

The complaint also alleges
that Uber charged consumers
before their billing date, in-
cluding users whose free trial
had not yet ended.

“Consumers deserve hon-
esty and transparency in the

marketplace,” said DA Jones
Dickson. “We take these al-
legations seriously and will
continue to work with our law
enforcement partners to pro-
tect consumers from mislead-
ing and unlawful conduct.”
For information on filing a
consumer complaint, contact

the Alameda County Con-
sumer Environmental Worker
Protection Division:

Mailing address: 7677 Oakport
Street, Suite 650

Oakland, CA 94621

Phone: (510) 383-8600

Fax: (510) 383-8615

Email: askcepd-da@acgov.org
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