First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming Congregation

The Epistle
November 2022

“Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 1:2)

God is Still Speaking
PONDERING PASTOR: BRINGING IN THE HARVEST
“Then a man came from Baal Shalisha, and brought the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley
bread, and newly ripened grain in his knapsack. And he said, “Give it to the people, that they may eat.”
But his servant said, “What? Shall I set this before one hundred men?”
He said again, “Give it to the people, that they may eat; for thus says the Lord: ‘They shall eat and have some left
over.’ ” So he set it before them; and they ate and had some left over, according to the word of the Lord.”
~~2 Kings 4:42-44
Fall. It is the season when traditionally, the people of the northern hemisphere bring in the harvest. It is
when we store up for the winter.
It is also the season in which we count our blessings for having our needs met and the freedom to worship God according to our conscience.
We have been busy with both here at First Congregational Church UCC, Rock Springs.
Scripture tells us many many times to feed those who are hungry and care for those with less. It is a basic
spiritual practice of Christianity and other religions. It is one reason why we host God’s Open Hand
Food Pantry. Did you know that between January and September 2022, we filled 142 grocery bags feeding 425 people?
This month we thank Boy Scout Troop 4 for a donation of food to the food pantry. Troop leadership
tells me the Scouts spent $500 at the case sale!
We also thank PEO Chapter L for doing a food drive to benefit the pantry! We will be able to assist the
hungry through winter!
We are not done yet! The Women’s Fellowship is again organizing the Fall Bazaar! Please join us November 5th to start your holiday shopping, get some baked goods, and have a delicious soup lunch! This is an
event that we look for lots of help with, so please plan to volunteer for the day. This event brings in
money to support the church budget and Our Church’s Wider Mission.
I give thanks for all of you,

Pastor Kelli
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WEEKLY CHURCH USE:
LA HERMOSA– TH 7:00 PM, SAT & SUN 3:00 PM
BOYSCOUTS– TUESDAY 6:00 PM
CUBSCOUTS– WEDNESDAY 5:30 PM
MIA’s LEARNING TREE 8:30-2:40 MWF,
9:00-2:15 T & TH

CAN YOU HELP AT THE BAZAAR?
This year the Bazaar is happening differently…each area has a leader instead of a leader for the
whole. We need your help the day before and day of the Bazaar (November 4 and 5th).
If you would like to help in a particular area, contact the appropriate person below:
Shano is in charge of the holiday item sale.
Amy R. and Mary Ruth are in charge of the kitchen/ luncheon.
Michele O. and Lori S. are in charge of the bake sale.
Paul is in charge of set up and take down.
Sharon P. is in charge of the raffle.
We currently have 20 raffle items but we need help selling tickets!
See calendar for help needed November 3rd and 4th. We’ll need help on the 5th.

Monday
November 21st
7pm
@ First Congregational

WHO DOESN’T LOVE FREE PIE?!
Be sure to join us on
Wednesday, November 30 at Noon
We are now meeting
Mondays at 10 am in the
Pilgrim Room. Join us as
we explore the Gospel of
Matthew over coffee.

for Lunch & Pie!
They offer free pie
on Wednesdays!
YUMMM!

THANK YOU NOTE FROM LEE WILMETTI
WHO WANTED TO THANK THE CHURCH FOR
LETTING THE SCOUTS USE OUR BUILDING

FOOD PANTRY

Thank You to church and community members who have helped stock the food pantry.
The shelves were bare and now they are not!
Did you know that between January and September 2022
we have filled 142 grocery bags feeding 425 people?
Thanks be to God!

THANK YOU TO ALL THE
PEO & BOY SCOUT
MEMBERS WHO MADE
LARGE DONATIONS TO
THE FOOD PANTRY!

Pub
Theology
November 17, 2022

This month we will meet at Los Cabos at
6 p.m. and we will be joined by our friends at
Holy Communion!

November 6, 2022

Don't forget to register and
use www.smile.amazon.com when
shopping online. Register
First Congregational Church,
Rock Springs, WY
as your charity of choice and we will
receive a rebate on every purchase
you make.
Quarter 2 donations=$30.83

Thank You For Supporting
Mission Giving!
The congregation gave $1685.00 in free will
offering at our 5 for 5 Luncheon. This is an
increase from last year! Our Mission Board
will decide how much goes to each of our
five mission offerings! Thank you!

Roof Update:

Thank You Broadway Bargains!
Broadway Bargains has had their distribution
meeting to distribute funds! We thank
Broadway Bargains for their contributions to
the church budget, the discretionary fund, the
search fund, funds to install water lines to the
labyrinth, and the parking lot fund. Broadway
Bargains gives to other community 501(c)3
organizations as well, but we thank them for
their dedication and support of our
congregation. Thank You to all our members
who make Broadway Bargains run!

Pastor-Parish Relations Team
This group meets to think about the
ministries of our church as a whole and to support
our pastor. If you have input about the ministries of
our congregation you too can reach out to Sharon P,
Cheri H., or John A.

Repairs to the skylight have been completed. The cross has been sent for
welding repairs, cleaning, and painting.
We do not yet know when the cross will
be ready to be returned to the roof.

SERVING THE CHURCH
This is the time of year when we look for people to serve the ministries of the
church. This year we need a moderator and a moderator elect. If you would like to
serve in this way, or you would like to serve any other boards contact Pastor Kelli.

ANNUAL MEETING
JANUARY 29, 2023

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE BY
DECEMBER 31, 2022

A new suicide
prevention number is in
place nationwide!

Pick up the tab for the
Ronald McDonald House
Intermountain Area!

Don’t forget about our
church book checkout cart
in the Pilgrim Room.
There is something for
everyone to enjoy!

COLLECTING CANS
AND BOTTLES
We continue to collect cans and
bottles for recycling. The funds from this
collection are add to our
discretionary fund.
*Remember to take
your tabs off the cans
and bring them to the
office for the Ronald
McDonald House.*

Please drop tabs off at the church.

