THE SUBTLE APPROACH OF HIS ADVERSARIES

Luke 11:29-52


I. IN PUBLIC: THE HARDNESS OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. Verses 29-36

A. The Signs. (Verses 29-32) Some had sought of him a “sign from heaven” in verse sixteen. He addressed their demand from the scriptures in these verses.
1. The Convicting Seer. (Verses 29-30) “Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites.” He preached repentance to Ninevah as our Lord preached repentance to Israel. Additionally, his three days in the “belly of hell” illustrated the coming resurrection of the Lord Jesus. See Matthew 12:40. They had requested a sign and our Lord told them of the greatest sign of all. Naturally, these hypocrites missed it. 

2. The Contentious Sovereign. (Verse 31)   The Lord’s second scriptural response came from 1 Kings 10. The queen of Sheba traveled a far distance “to hear the wisdom of Solomon.” Though Jesus is greater than Solomon, they rejected his wisdom (Colossians 2:3).

3. The Converted Sinners. (Verse 32) The men of Ninevah “repented at the preaching of Jonas,” but the covenant people of Israel rejected the preaching of one far greater. They demanded a sign. Jesus directed them to the Bible. He directed them to Jonah, the queen of Sheba and the men of Ninevah. These Bible accounts convicted them. 

Matthew 12:40, “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”

Colossians 2:3, “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
B. The Sermon. (Verses 33-36)

1. The Illustration. (Verses 33-34)  A lit candle is never hidden. It is displayed and it illuminates the room. However, if the “eye is evil” (blind), the candle is useless. 

2. The Application. (Verses 35-36) “Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness.” The religious leaders claimed to have light, but they were in darkness. Their evil eyes could not discern truth. Be careful. Don’t confuse light for darkness and don’t permit your doctrine or tradition to be a means of blindness.

II. IN PRIVATE: THE HYPOCRISY OF THE PEERS OF ISRAEL. Verses 37-52  

A. An Unspoken Criticism of His Manners. (Verses 37-38) A certain Pharisee invited our Lord to a meal. However, when Jesus omitted the ceremonial washing before the meal the Pharisee marveled. 
B. An Outspoken Criticism of Their Motives. (Verses 39-52) Before the Pharisee could say anything, Jesus began a fearless attack upon his hypocrisy.

1.   Woes upon the Formal Traditionalists. (Verses 39-44)

(a) Washing the Dishes. (Verses 39-41) Our Lord compared the hypocrisy of the Pharisees to a “cup” or a “platter” which was only outwardly clean. How disgusting! One remedy suggested by the Lord Jesus was to “give alms.” Any religion, which is only ceremony and show, is vain.

Acts 26:5, “Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.” 

James 1:26, “If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. 27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”
(b) Working in the Deceit. (Verses 42-43) The Pharisees tithed very precisely – even tithing the herbs grown in their gardens. However, they completely ignored “the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith.” While tithing was important under the Law, the “weightier matters” were the most important. Additionally, the Pharisees loved prominent places in the synagogue and special greetings in the market places.
(c) Walking on the Dead. (Verse 44) The Pharisees were not what they appeared to be. Our Lord compared them to unmarked graves. As one might unconsciously walk over a grave concealed from view, and thus contract ceremonial defilement, so the religious exterior of the Pharisees kept people from perceiving the pollution they contracted from coming in contact with such corrupt characters.
Matthew 23:23, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”

Matthew 23:7, “And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.”

Matthew 23:9, “And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.”


2.   Woes upon the False Teachers. (Verses 45-52) 

(a) The Challenge. (Verse 45) The Lord Jesus was challenged by one of the   experts of the Law.  “Master, thus saying thou reproachest us also
(b) The Charge. (Verses 46-52) In their interpretation of the Law, the lawyers expanded it to such a degree that it became unduly burdensome. However, the lawyers were themselves terribly inconsistent. Additionally, they elaborately honored the tombs of the prophets while ignoring the opposition of their ancestors. Moreover, they exemplified the same spirit. By the way, our Lord’s reference to the blood from Abel to Zacharias implies his endorsement of the entire Old Testament. Abel is found in the fourth chapter of Genesis and this Zacharias was the son of Jehoiada the high priest in 2 Chronicles 7:22. Genesis was the first book and 2 Chronicles was the last book in the Jewish canon of scripture. So, our Lord’s statement confirms the authority of the Old Testament. Then, the last charge was the greatest. The lawyers had obscured the scriptures to the general populace preventing them from understanding the “weightier matters” of the Law. As a result, they were prevented from obtaining the true knowledge of the Christ whom they rejected.   
CONCLUSION. Verses 53-54

The subtle approach of our Lord’s adversaries was completely ineffective. However, they did not give up. They increased their attack and began “to provoke him…that they might accuse him.”
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