THE SCOFFING APPROACH

Luke 16:1-17:10

I. THE LOVE OF MONEY.   Luke 16:1-13

A. A Difficult Story. (Verses 1-8) The steward in this parable had been found dishonest and was about to lose his position. This unjust man devised a plan. He would offer each of his master’s debtors a significant discount for a prompt cash payment. His motive was to gain the favor of these businessmen for his coming time of unemployment. He was unscrupulous but cleaver. This activity generated a great deal of cash for his master and probably strengthened his immediate financial position. When the master discovered this activity he commended the unjust steward for being a clever rogue.  Our Lord Jesus then applied the parable to his disciples. He said, “...for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.” He did not promote dishonesty, but he noted the perverted resourcefulness of this world’s children. The “children of this world are wiser IN THEIR GENERATION” and not beyond. They live for today, but they demonstrate ingenuity. The “children of light” are to be resourceful with an eternal perspective.
B. A Definite Statement. (Verses 9-13) Jesus Christ made three applications. First was the matter of money in verse nine.  The saved should use mammon (money) and practice stewardship with an understanding of eternity. The unjust steward acted to secure temporal benefit, but believers should practice stewardship for eternal reward. Secondly, there is the matter of management in verses ten through twelve. “If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?” Faithfulness in temporal matters demonstrates an understanding of greater spiritual matters. Then, there is the matter of masters in verse thirteen. The believer’s attitude toward money identifies his master – God or mammon. 
II. THE LAUGH OF MOCKERY.  Luke 16:14 

The Pharisees were covetous, that is, their master was mammon. So, they derided our Lord, scoffing at his instruction concerning money. Worldlings are typically critical of instruction concerning stewardship in the church.

III. THE LAW OF MOSES.  Luke 16:15-18

A. The Essential Nature of the Law. (Verses 15-16) The Law of Moses includes commandments and ordinances, but the attitude of the heart is essential (Isaiah 1:11-18). The Pharisees had completely omitted the matter of the heart while they had amplified the external practice of the Law. Therefore, they were unprepared for the “kingdom of God.” At present the kingdom is spiritual. It is “preached, and every man presseth into it.” John the Baptist was the last of the Old Testament prophets. Likewise, the need for the Old Testament office of priest was coming to an end
B. The Eternal Nature of the Law. (Verse 17) The principles of the Law did not fail – they were fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:17). 
C. The Ethical Nature of the Law. (Verse 18) The Law as a system came to an end at Calvary when the veil was rent, but the Law as a moral standard remains. Our Lord interjected adultery because of the Pharisees’ practice of divorce for “every cause” (Matthew 19:3).
Matthew 5:17, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.”

IV. THE LAP OF MISERY.  Luke 16:19-31

A. Two Deaths. (Verses 19-22)  Our Lord continued with an account of two men with different fortunes.  The first was an unnamed rich man who lived as a king. The second was a poor, unhealthy beggar named Lazarus. The beggar was laid at the gate of the rich man seeking help, but he found none. Then our Lord told of two different funerals. The certain rich man was buried probably with a great procession. The passage says nothing of Lazarus’ burial. His body was probably disposed of as rubbish.
B. Two Destinies. (Verses 23-31)

1. The Tranquillity of the One. (Verse 22, 23b) Lazarus was carried to Abraham’s bosom. This was the destination for saints before the resurrection of our Lord. It was located “in the lower parts of the earth” (Ephesians 4:9). So, Lazarus was in paradise in the company of Abraham and the presence of the Old Testament saints. 
2. The Torment of the Other. (Verses 23-31) The rich man found himself in the torments of hell – also in the “lower parts of the earth.” He was not in hell because he was rich and neither was Lazarus in paradise because he was poor. Lazarus trusted God, but the rich man did not (1 Timothy 6:17, Matthew 19:24). Note that the rich man was conscience and felt pain. Death does not end it all. Abraham’s bosom was separated from hell by a gulf and the rich man could see Lazarus. The rich man experienced a sudden belief in prayer. He prayed, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue…” Request denied! After death destinies are fixed. He also experienced a sudden belief in preaching. The rich man said, “I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.” This request was also denied. Abraham said, “They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” The man protested, “Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.”  Abraham responded, “If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”  The rich man prayed but it was too late.
John 12:9, “Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; John 11 Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus.”

V. THE LIFE OF MINISTRY.  Luke 17:1-10

A. Its Special Relationship. (Verses 1-2) Discipleship is both precious and perilous. “It is impossible but that offences will come.” The believer’s battle is spiritual and the foe is the Devil himself. Our Lord said, “offences will come” and then stated a warning to any that would be a stumbling block to his followers.
B. Its Spiritual Resources. (Verses 3-6)  The Lord then taught the disciples concerning forgiveness. Our battle is with the powers of darkness and not among ourselves. Therefore believers must maintain right fellowship among themselves (Ephesians 4:32). The disciples said, “Increase our faith.” Our Lord compared faith to a very small mustard seed. He taught in effect that they did not need great faith, but rather to exercise their existing faith.
C. Its Specific Responsibilities. (Verses 7-10)  The truly profitable servant goes beyond duty and the same is true of Christian discipleship. Let us not do the minimum, but let us take the high ground and excel for our Lord Jesus Christ.
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