THE WORK CRITICIZED

Luke 5:17-6:11


I. THE SILENT CRITICISM. (5:17-26)  

A. The Place. (5:17)  Jesus taught from a house in Capernaum and a multitude attended. The assembly was diverse, but it included some “doctors of the law” from Jerusalem. They were skeptical.
B. The Problems. (5:18-24)

1. The Material Problem. (Verses 18-19)  Four friends brought a man sick with the palsy (paralysis), but they could not enter the house for the multitude. So, they climbed up on the roof, removed ceiling tiles and lowered their sick friend into the presence of our Lord.
2. The Moral Problem. (Verse 20) The moral problem is sin. This man was brought for healing, but Jesus first met his spiritual need.  He said, “Man, thy sins be forgiven thee.”
3. The Mental Problem. (Verse 21-22) The scribes and the Pharisees said nothing, but they began to reason in their hearts, “Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?” Their premise was correct, but their conclusion was wrong.  Sin is first against God (Psalm 51:4) and only God can forgive sin.  However, Jesus is God and he said with authority, “thy sins be forgiven thee.” These scribes viewed our Lord only as a man. Therefore, they believed him to be guilty of blasphemy and this would ultimately be their justification for his crucifixion. Jesus knew their thoughts in verse 22 and he confronted them.
C. The Proof. (5:23-25a)  Our Lord asked them a question, “Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk?”  Which is greater, forgiveness or healing? The spiritual need is greater and Jesus addressed it first.  However, he also met the physical need and healed this paralytic man.  The healing confirmed our Lord’s authority and “they were all amazed” in verse 26.
D. The Praise. (5:25b-26)  Everyone was amazed, even the skeptics. They all glorified God and they were filled with fear. They said, “We have seen strange things to day.” However, the “Pharisees and doctors of the law” continued to monitor our Lord’s activities.
II. THE SPOKEN CRITICISM. (5:27-39) 
A. He ignored their religious prejudices. (5:27-32)

1. The Reputation. (Verse 27a) Levi (Matthew) was a publican. Publicans were Jewish renegades and considered traitors. They were excluded from all Jewish religious activities.
2. The Invitation. (Verses 27b-28) Jesus called Matthew into the ministry. He said, “Follow me.”  Matthew left a profitable occupation and followed him.
3. The Communication. (Verse 29) In spite of his reputation, Matthew’s heart was right. He introduced Jesus to all of his disreputable friends with a feast at his home.
4. The Accusation. (Verses 30-32) For this, the “scribes and Pharisees” accused our Lord of an improper fellowship with “publicans and sinners.” Jesus responded with the illustration of the physician and he said, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Jesus Christ taught separation (Matthew 18:17), but he did nothing improper at Matthew’s home. He was there to minister and he in no wise compromised sanctification.
B. He ignored their religious practices. (5:33-39)

1. The Accusation. (Verse 33) The Pharisees and John’s disciples were given to much fasting. Our Lord was accused of not fasting and therefore, being less spiritual.
2. The Illustration. (Verse 34)  The Lord Jesus responded with the illustration of a wedding. It is not a time for fasting, but for feasting. With the bridegroom present there is no fasting.
3. The Explanation. (Verse 35) Jesus is the bridegroom. Fasting was not appropriate while he was present. Imagine that! Our Lord enjoys fellowship with his followers! But in his absence, fasting is appropriate. This event demonstrates a difference between the ministry of John the Baptist and our Lord. See Matthew 11:18-19.
4. The Demonstration (Parables).  (Verses 36-39) The Lord Jesus gave an illustration of repairing a garment with an improper piece of fabric and an illustration of placing new wine in old wineskins. Both illustrations were common to the time and each illustrated the impropriety of fasting in the presence of Jesus Christ. Verse 39 applied to the Pharisees. They drank the old wine of their traditions. They believed the old was better and they would not “straightway” desire the new wine. However, they were so wrong. Our Lord’s new wine is the best!  

Matthew 26:29, “But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

C. He ignored their religious pretenses. (6:1-5)

1. A Sabbath Law. (Verses 1-2) The Pharisees had amplified the Sabbath day restrictions so much that the observance had become burdensome. Our Lord’s disciples “plucked the ears of corn, and did eat” on the Sabbath. Matthew noted hunger as their motivation (Matthew 12:1). Travelers would commonly take corn or grain from a field and this was considered charity, but not on the Sabbath according to the Pharisees. They charged the disciples with harvesting on the Sabbath.
2. A Scripture Lesson. (Verses 3-4)  Our Lord responded with a scripture lesson from 1 Samuel 21 and he asked a question. Jesus in effect said, What did David do when he was hungry? David entered the tabernacle and took the shewbread, which was intended only for the priests. Did he sin? Of course not! A man’s life is more important than ceremony. See Mark 2:27.
3. A Sovereign Lord. (Verse 5) Then our Lord dropped a verbal bomb. “The son of man,” he said, “is Lord also of the Sabbath.” Given their emphasis on the Sabbath, this was worse for the Pharisees than the actions of the disciples.
Matthew 12:1, “At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat.”

Mark 2:27, “And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:”
III. THE SUBVERSIVE CRITICISM. (6:6-11)

1. The Man. (Verses 6-7) As our Lord taught in the synagogue on another Sabbath, there was a man present with a withered hand. The Pharisees saw an opportunity for a snare. Would Jesus be compassionate or cautious?
2. The Master. (Verses 8-9)  Jesus knew their thoughts and he accommodated them. He brought the man with the withered hand before the assembly. He addressed the Pharisees and said, “Is it lawful on the sabbath days to do good, or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy it?” According to Mark 3:4, “they held their peace.”
3. The Miracle. (Verse 10-11) Compassion won over caution; it always does with our Lord Jesus Christ. He said unto the man, “Stretch forth thy hand.” The man complied and was healed.
CONCLUSION. The Meeting. (Verse 11)  These religious men had witnessed the power of God first hand. Furthermore, a needy individual had been mightily blessed. What was their reaction? Madness! In fact, the Pharisees were so passionate about their anger that they assembled and “communed one with another.” The spirit of Satan worked in their hearts and they considered “what they might do to Jesus.” Compare Acts 4:31 and 5:17.

Acts 4:31, “And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.”

Acts 5:17, “Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation,”
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