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O Lord, how manifold are thy works!  
Psalms 104: 24a 

As I am writing these notes it is early 
Fall and the weather is beginning to 
cool. This is a good time of year to get 
outside and enjoy Godôs great creation! 
I would recommend the entirety of 
Psalm 104 for your reading pleasure as 
you enjoy the outdoors this Fall. 

The First Presbyterian Church Vaca-
tion Bible School 2025 took place in 
July. This yearôs VBS curriculum was 
entitled: ñTrue North ï Trusting Jesus 
in a Wild World.ò This is a non-
denominational curriculum whose pur-
pose is ñjust sharing Jesusô love with 
everyone.ò It was hopefully an enrich-
ing experience for all who attended, as 
well as for those who worked to make 
this event a reality! Thanks to Joan 
Huck for once again acting as the Di-
rector of VBS! There should be many 
pictures in this newsletter of VBS 
2025. 

We welcomed Ethan Bohnert as our 
newest church member on July 20th 
during our worship service. Ethan had 
been attending worship with us for sev-
eral months and he approached me one 
Sunday and told me he had signed our 
visitor register for the last time ï as he 
wanted to join the church! As an added 
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bonus, Ethanôs youngest daughter, 
Lucy, was baptized during the 
same service. We look forward to 
Ethanôs contributions as a full 
member of our congregation. 

August 6th was the date of our 
church float trip this past summer. 
We returned to the Current River 
for this experience, floating from 
Pulltite campground to Round 
Springs. The weather was perfect 
and everyone seemed to have a 
good time. We stopped to admire 
Pulltite Spring and made several 
eating and swimming stops along 
the way. There were no over-
turned canoes or kayaks on this 
particular trip, but everyone did 
get a little wet at times ï mostly 
due to your pastorôs clumsiness 
(or something)! 

My wife and I took a quick trip to 
visit our friends on the Labor Day 
weekend. Our good friend, Den-
ise, has been diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer so we spent a few 
days visiting with her and her 
husband. Please continue to say a 
prayer for her as she deals with 
this very serious form of cancer. 

A special thanks to Joan for fill-
ing our pulpit in my absence on 
August 31st. As always, she did a 
great job! If you missed her mes-
sage, it can be found on YouTube 
under:  Stegentv ï First Presby-
terian Church, Ste. Genevieve, 
Mo August 31, 2025. As a matter 
of fact, almost all of our worship 
services are uploaded to YouTube 
on Stegentv and can be accessed 
in a similar format, using the actu-
al date you choose to watch. 

We celebrated our Sunday School 

program with a Rally Day 
breakfast in early Septem-
ber. In addition to the good 
food, our Sunday School 
teachers were recognized 
and thanked with a special 
gift. We offer two Sunday 
School classes for children 
and one for adults at this 
time. The adult Sunday 
School class meets in the 
Silversmithôs House and the 
childrenôs classes meet in 
the main church building on 
the main floor, just down 
the hall from the sanctuary. 
All classes begin at 9:30 am 
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on Sunday morning. 

The First Presbyterian Church Fish 
Fry & Picnic took place on Septem-
ber 27th. Thirty-six members and 
friends of the church were able to 
attend. It was held at Pere Mar-
quette Park this year as the main 
lake at Lake Forest is presently 
drained for repairs. Pere Marquette 
was a very nice setting for this 
event and it was a pleasant day for 
our picnic. Once again, I fried fish 
which I had caught earlier in the 
year and everyone provided the 
side dishes and desserts. Thanks to 
my lovely wife Julia for serving as 
hostess for this annual event. Also 
thanks to Xavier Moore for assist-
ing with the fish frying! There will 
be pictures of the picnic elsewhere 
in the newsletter. 

The next fellowship event on our 
calendar will be the Hay Ride & 
Cookout on October 19th. This is 
always a great fall activity and I 
hope you will be able to attend. 

An update on my work for the Pres-
bytery in moderating the Session of 
the First Presbyterian Church in 
Perryville:  Most of you are aware 
that my current work for our pres-
bytery is to serve as moderator of 
the Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Perryville. I meet with 
their Session on the second Tues-
day of the month as they continue 
the Lordôs ministry as a small but 
inspired congregation. They contin-
ue their search for a new pastor but 
they have limited resources as their 
membership has dwindled over the 
years. I ask for your prayers for this 
congregation which is our nearest 
Presbyterian neighbor. My work on 
behalf of the presbytery is volun-
teer work on my part and in no way 
will it interfere with my ministry 
here in Ste. Genevieve ï the people 
and ministries of our church are 
always my first priority. 

Pastorõs Notes continued Speaking of priorities, I have been 
telling this congregation that I 
planned to retire at the end of 
2026. I will turn 70 years old in 
2026 and that had seemed to be a 
good time to retire . . . BUT I  have 
recently had a change in my priori-
ties! Please read my article entitled 
ñSpecial Message from Pastor 
Steve regarding retirementò that 
is found in this newsletter. 

One of our members, Martha Boy-
er, passed away in August. Martha 
was a faithful member of our con-
gregation who attended very regu-
larly until it was necessary for her 
to be moved to a care center. She 
was the mother of Rodney and 
Chuck Boyer. May God continue 
to hold her in the palm of his hand. 

Judy Stange, the mother of Julie 
Terry, passed away in September. 

Please continue to keep the Boyer 

families and the Terry family in 

your prayers. 

Proverbs 3: 5 & 6 (RSV)             

  Pastor Steve 

 

 

 

Sunday School 

The lesson was about Joseph 

being sold as a slsave by his 

brothers.  Even though things 

looked hopeless, God could 

see the big picture! 



Vacation Bible School  

July 13-17 
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Church Float Trip  

August 6 


