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Eliminating Division 
1 Corinthians 3:18-23 

 
The devil is referred to as diabalos 35 times in the New Testament.  
 

• Dia – diameter = by or through 
• Balo = to throw 

 
One of Satan’s great historic tactics is to divide the church by throwing something between us. 
He has always done so -  
 

• Eve and God 
• Adam and Eve 
• Cain and Able 

 
Satan’s strategy is to ‘divide and conquer.’ 
 
Matthew 12:22-26 – Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought 
to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. 23 And all the people were 
amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of David?” 24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they 
said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out 
demons.” 25 Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself 
is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 26 And if Satan casts out 
Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand?  
 
Against that onslaught, the church has its defenses; the  
 

1 - Nature of God existing in eternal community 
2 - Models of the church in the NT as a bride, body and building 

- A bride requires a groom  
- A body is comprised of many parts – 1 Cor 12 
- A building has a foundation, walls, roof, etc. 

3 – NT commands for unity 
 
God condemns division 
 
1 Corinthians 1:10-11 - I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 
you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 
and the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there 
is quarreling among you, my brothers.  
  
Galatians 5:19-21 - Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
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dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned 
you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
John 17:21 – Jesus prayed for it - I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe 
in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, 
that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  
 
Romans 15:5-6 – God grants it - May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to 
live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Ephesians 4:1-3 – We are encouraged to strive for it - I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge 
you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
 
Philippians 2:1-2 – it is the natural result of Christianity - So if there is any encouragement in 
Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and 
sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind.  
 
It is against this backdrop, and that of chapters 1-3, that Paul continues to encourage unity in 
the Corinthian church. 
 
TEXT: Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him 
become a fool that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it 
is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts 
of the wise, that they are futile.” 21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are 
yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the 
future—all are yours, 23 and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's. 
 
But first, let’s step back and look at the two previous verses -  
 
 V 16 – The church is God’s Temple 
 

• Eden 
• The Tabernacle 
• Jerusalem’s Temple 
• The church 
• The New Jerusalem 

 
 17 – God is jealous for the church 
 
‘destroys’ & ‘destroy’ = phtherio = to corrupt, deprave / to perish 
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You may ask, “Pastor is this relevant to us now?” All Scripture is relevant. It may not be 
descriptive, but it is prescriptive.   
 
 On that basis, Paul appeals to the Corinthians for unity They are divided over: 
 

• They exalted human wisdom 
• They exalted human leaders 

 
 First: 18 - Don’t be foolish, be wise 
 
Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him 
become a fool that he may become wise. 
 
Paul’s breathes sarcasm into this statement. One of Corinth’s problems was that its members 
loved worldly wisdom. 
 
A reputation for wisdom may not precede it but thwart it. 
 

• Rome’s wisdom would never crucify Jesus 
• Corinth’s wisdom would never surrender to God’s Word 

 
1 Corinthians 1:22-23 – to the Jew a stumbling block and to the geek, foolishness - For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and folly to Gentiles,  
 

The thoughts of the wisest men in the world have a great mixture of vanity, of weakness and 
folly, in them; and before God their wisest and best thoughts are very vanity, compared, I mean, 
with his thoughts of things. And should not all this teach us modesty, diffidence in ourselves, and 
a deference to the wisdom of God, make us thankful for his revelations, and willing to be taught 

of God, and not be led away by specious pretences to human wisdom and skill, from the 
simplicity of Christ, or a regard to his heavenly doctrine? Note, He who would be wise indeed 

must learn of God, and not set his own wisdom up in competition with God's. 
- Matthew Henry 

 
 Second: 19 - People get caught by their ‘craftiness’ 
 
For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their 
craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.”  
 
Job 5:12-14 - He frustrates the devices of the crafty, so that their hands achieve no success. 
13 He catches the wise in their own craftiness, and the schemes of the wily are brought to a quick 
end. 14 They meet with darkness in the daytime and grope at noonday as in the night. 
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Psalm 94:8-11 - Understand, O dullest of the people! Fools, when will you be wise? 
9 He who planted the ear, does he not hear? He who formed the eye, does he not see? 
10 He who disciplines the nations, does he not rebuke? He who teaches man knowledge— 
11     the LORD—knows the thoughts of man, that they are but a breath 
 
 Third: 20 - God has seen it all before 
 
and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 
 

• Has it ever occurred to you that nothing has ever occurred to God? 
• God has evaluated this world’s wisdom and calls it foolish 

 
 Fourth: 21a - Place your hope and trust in God 
 
So let no one boast in men.  
 

• Let all your heroes be dead 
• Don’t get overwhelmed by people 

 
This will save you from idol worship and idol worry. Either one can elate or deflate you. 
 
 Fifth: 21b-22 – God has given you too much to enjoy 
 
For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the 
present or the future—all are yours 
 
To say we follow a person constricts our world. Let God be our horizon. 
 
This is Christian liberty. 
 
 Sixth: 23 – You are Christ’s and Christ is God 
 
and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's. 
 
This is Christian responsibility. 
 
Let your relationship with Christ be the same as Christ’s relationship to the Father. 
 
We need 
 

a) A proper view of ourselves – ‘Let no man deceive himself’ 
b) A proper view of others – ‘So let no one boast in men’ 
c) A proper view of our possessions – ‘For all things are yours’ 
d) A proper view of God – ‘you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.’ 
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What are you divided about, after all? It isn’t worth the argument. It only diminishes you and 
betrays Christ. 
 
 Conclusion: Bottom line: division implies an inappropriate view of God and an 
inappropriate view of ourselves. We think of God too little and ourselves too much.  
 
It is not wise, it is foolish to think so.  
 

Community Groups: 
 
1 – How are we God’s temple? 
2 – How should that change the way we treat each other? 
 – What have you seen churches argue about amongst themselves? 
2 – Who won the argument? (Think about that question) 
3 – How does our wisdom betray us? 
4 – What is foolish about this world’s wisdom? 
5 – How does our own ‘craftiness’ end up catching us? 
6 – Why does God think this world’s wisdom is futile? 
7 – Why should we not boast in people? 
8 – What does ‘all are yours’ mean? 
9 – How are we Christ’s? 
10 – How is Christ God’s? 
11 – How do those last two statements change what we pursue in the world? 
12 – How would a proper view of ourselves keep us from division? 
13 – How would a proper view of others keep us from division? 
14 – How would a proper view of our possessions keep us from division? 
15 – How would a proper view of God keep us from division? 

 
 
 


