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A new year 
has begun! My prayer for 2025 is that 
God continues to bless First Presbyteri-
an Church and the many ministries that 
are the focus and life of this congrega-
tion. 2024 gave evidence that the Spirit 
of God still flows through the minis-
tries of this church and its people ï 
thanks be to God! 

The Advent and Christmas season of 
2024 now seems long ago but you will 
see pictures of the many events that 
occurred in our ministries here 
throughout this newsletter. Our live 
nativity scene involved many members 
and friends of our congregation on De-
cember 7th. Thanks again to the Sher-
ryôs for lending their donkeys to this 
yearly event. The Christmas Program 
took place at the beginning of worship 
on December 15th with a large crowd in 
attendance to see this timeless Christ-
mas story of Christôs birth. And, of 
course, our season would not be com-
plete without our Christmas Eve Can-
dlelight Communion service on De-
cember 24th. I hope you had a joyous 
and memorable Christmas in 2024. 

I returned from a three week vacation 
ñdown underò (Australia and New Zea-
land) on January 26th.  It was a wonder-
ful experience but it is a long way to 
literally the other side of the world! I 
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am sure you will be hearing bits 
and pieces of this vacation in the 
introductions to my messages 
over the next year or so! I under-
stand that weather conditions did 
not allow for worship the first two 
Sundays in 2025 so I only missed 
one Sunday of actual worship. 
Thanks to Joan for bringing the 
message on January 19th. 

The First Presbyterian Church 
Annual Corporate and Congrega-
tional Meeting took place on Sun-
day,  January 26th. This annual 
event is usually held earlier in 
January but due to my absence it 
had to be scheduled at the end of 
the month. This meeting always 
summarizes the many ministries 
of our church for the previous 
year, presents the church budget 
for the new year, and affirms the 
pastorôs terms of call for the new 
year. The ñcorporateò part of this 
meeting recognizes or elects of-
ficers for the incorporated body 
which is legally recognized by the 
State of Missouri. Our corporate 
officers for 2005 are: Donna Boy-
er ï President; Bruce Terry ï Vice
-President; Marcia Schaefer ï 
Treasurer; Rick Schaefer ï Secre-
tary.   

On Sunday December 29th we in-
stalled our church ecclesial offic-
ers for this 2025. We have no new 
Deacons who will join the Board 
of Deacons this year. 2025 Dea-
cons:  John Weakly, Cathy 
Grusling, Marcia Schaefer, Mike 
Sherry, Ann Coulson, and  Kyle 
Schaefer. Our Session Elders for 
2025 include: Joan Huck, Kathy 
Roth, Bruce Terry, Donna Boyer, 
Sharon Boyer, Jill Kenik ï Sharon 

is beginning a second term 
and Jill was ordained as a 
new Elder.  In addition, 
Rick Schaefer will now 
serve as the Clerk to the 
Session, which is a non-
voting position that is em-
powered to maintain the 
official records of Session 
actions. Thanks to all 
these good people who are 
willing to serve our con-
gregation as Deacons or 
Elders! 

The Chili Luncheon, held 
on January 26th after wor-
ship, was a great way to 
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kick off our fellowship activities 
for 2025. Thanks to the women of 
the church who planned, prepared, 
cooked, and cleaned up after this 
event. 

March 8th, a Saturday evening, will 
be our next fellowship event ï a 
Game Night, hosted by Ann Coul-
son. This is always a fun and relax-
ing evening. Come and join the fes-
tivities at 6:00 pm on March 8th!  

March 16th is the date scheduled for 
the baptism of Ty Schaefer during 
our regular worship service. This is 
a tremendous blessing to our 
church in which the members of 
our congregation dedicate them-
selves to raising this infant in the 
way, the truth, and the life or our 
Savior. I hope all of you can be in 
worship for Tyôs baptism. 

The season of Lent begins Wednes-
day, March 5th, which is fairly late 
in the calendar year. We will be 
celebrating Easter on April 20th, 
with our Maundy Thursday service 
taking place at 6:00 pm on Thurs-
day, April 17th.  Lent is the season 
of Christian reflection and sacrifice 
and we should be reminded that our 
Christian ñobligations or dutiesò 
should always be grounded in love 
ï Godôs love for us and our love for 
our fellow human beings. I deliv-
ered a series of messages (sermons) 
in February on love. Unfortunately, 
due the bad weather conditions, we 
were not in worship on February 
16th for my final message on this 
topic ï perhaps I will deliver this 
message around Valentineôs Day in 
2026! 

The first Presbytery Gathering of 
2025 took place on February 6th. 
This was a Zoom only meeting and 
I was in attendance. This was a 
long meeting in which our presby-
tery did approve two new amend-
ments to the Book of Order (the 

Pastorõs Notes continued constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA)).  The next Presby-
tery Gathering (which is a hybrid 
in-person or Zoom meeting) is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 3rd at 
First Presbyterian Church in Cape 
Girardeau. 

An update on my work for the 
Presbytery in moderating the Ses-
sion of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Perryville:  Most of you 
are aware that my new work for 
our presbytery is to serve as mod-
erator of the Session in Perryville. 
I did meet for the first time with 
the good folks in Perryville on 
February 4th and I learned quite a 
bit about the current status of their 
congregation and ministry. Unfor-
tunately, they only have 24 mem-
bers left on their membership roles 
as of January 2025 ï and this even 
includes a family of 5 who just 
joined their church (two new mem-
bers and three children). They are 
in the process of selling their 
manse property and they believe 
this will allow them to have the 
funds to continue in ministry for 
the near future. Their previous pas-
tor (who was part-time) retired at 
the end of 2024 and they are in the 
process of trying to find another 
pastor. They realize this is a diffi-
cult task as they only have the 
monetary resources for a part-time 
position. They have already filled 
their pulpit needs through June of 
this year and are now working on 
July through December. I will be 
meeting with their Session on the 
second Tuesday of the month as 
they continue the Lordôs ministry 
as a small but inspired congrega-
tion. I ask for your prayers for this 
congregation which is our nearest 
Presbyterian neighbor. My work 
on behalf of the presbytery is vol-
unteer work on my part and in no 
way will it interfere with my min-
istry here in Ste. Genevieve ï the 
people and ministries of our 
church are always my first priority.  

One of our church members sug-

gested to me that we might want 

to ask the congregation to ñpass 

the peaceò during worship for the 

next few weeks by waving from 

our seats as we did during the 

Covid pandemic. Due to the great 

amount of flu and RSV that is 

presently circulating in our com-

munity, the Session actually de-

cided to eliminate the passing of 

the peace altogether for the re-

mainder of February and into 

March. This practice will return 

to our worship service once the 

flu season has subsided in our 

area.  

Trust in the Lord with all your 

heart, and do not rely on your 

own insight. In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will 

make straight your paths.   

Proverbs 3: 5 & 6 (RSV)             

  Pastor Steve 

 

___________________________ 

 



Hay Ride & Bonfire  

October 10, 2024  
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Thank Offering Luncheon  

November 10, 2024  
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Live Nativity  

December 7, 2024  



òThese Daysó Daily Devotions for Living by Faith 

 

òThese Daysó is a daily devotional booklet published quarterly by Presby-

terian Publishing.  It is published especially for the Cumberland Presbyter-

ian Church (USA), the United Church of Canada and the United Church 

of Christ.  Each day there is a scripture followed by a short reflection and 
ending in prayer.  For example, January 26, 2025 devotional focused on 

the scripture Jeremiah 1:4-10.  It was entitled òAnchored in Providence.ó 

 

Subscription time is here.  They are ordered in bulk and delivered to 

the church and then distributed.  There is a sign-up sheet if you are inter-

ested in receiving this booklet.  Or contact Judy Schmelzle at 883-3004 or 

email judysandeds69@att.net. 

Boyer Grandbabies!  

Micah and Remi  



Movie Night  

December 13, 2024  

Lydia Circleõs Christmas Party 


