THE NIGHT WITH NICODEMUS

John 3:1-21

I. THE WORLD’S GREATEST TRAGEDY.  John 3:1-11

A. Nicodemus and His Belief. (3:1-2) Nicodemus was a Pharisee (Acts 26:5) and he was also “a ruler of the Jews.” He probably witnessed our Lord as he cleansed the temple and he was definitely knowledgeable of our Lord’s miracles. These things moved Nicodemus. However, he kept his conviction to himself, and “came to Jesus by night.” He said to Jesus, “we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.” This is an amazing confession because of what he acknowledged – “we know.” Nicodemus spoke as a member of the Sanhedrin. So, his confession expressed the general opinion of the Jewish leaders. They knew who he was, but they vehemently denied him. Nicodemus expressed his esteem for Jesus when he said, “Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God.”  However, his praise fell short of the truth. Jesus Christ is more than a “teacher come from God.” He is God (1Timothy 3:16).
B. Nicodemus and His Blindness. (3:3-8) The Lord Jesus returned the compliment with absolute truth (John 14:6).  He said, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus was the very best kind of man that religion, education and culture could produce. Yet he was lost and his case was hopeless. This passage forever condemns that best of human effort as an inadequate means to provide justification before God. Jesus confronted Nicodemus with something of which he was ignorant – the new birth.  In verse five, “born of water” refers to a physical birth. A physical birth brings one into the human family, but the spiritual birth brings one into the family of God.
C. Nicodemus and His Bewilderment. (3:9-11) “How can these things be?” Nicodemus was considered a great teacher in Israel, but he really knew little of spiritual matters. Jesus used a title similar to Nicodemus’ initial complement, “Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?” See Psalms 22:30. Then our Lord Jesus said “We speak that we do know.” This refers to the trinity of God. Compare Genesis 1:26.
Acts 26:5, “Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.”

John 12:42, “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:”

John 19:38, “And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus.”

John 8:52, “Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death.”

John 9:24, “Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner.”

Genesis 1:20, “And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.”

Proverbs 5:15, “Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well.”

Proverbs 5:18, “Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth.”

Psalms 22:30, “A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation.”

Genesis 1:26, “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”

II. THE WORLD’S GREATEST TRUTHS.  John 3:12-15

A. The Secret of Salvation. (3:12) “If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?” The secret of salvation is faith concerning heavenly things. It is faith concerning spiritual things beyond normal human experience. Note that our Lord referred to the new birth as an “earthly” thing, but that seems to be as far as many Christians progress in their understanding. 
B. The Source of Salvation. (3:13) The Lord Jesus is the only source of salvation (John 14:6). In this verse, he “came down from heaven.” Then he “ascended up to heaven” and finally, “The Son of man… is in heaven.” There is only one explanation to these statements – Jesus Christ is God. This is apparently too much for the modern “masters” to grasp. So they all revise the verse. See the New International Version. Then compare Ephesians 2:6.
C. The Simplicity of Salvation. (3:14-15) Our Lord then directed Nicodemus back to the sciptures with an illustration. He referred to Moses and the “serpent of brass” in Numbers 21:8-9. The brazen serpent pictures the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus. Nicodemus did not likely understand this until after the crucifixion.
Colossians 3:2, “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”

Hebrews 6:1, “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.”

John 3:13 (NIV),“No one has ever gone into heaven except the One who came from heaven. He is the Son of Man.”

Ephesians 2:6, “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:”
III. THE WORLD’S GREATEST TEXT.  John 3:16 
Our Lord’s conversation with Nicodemus ends in verse fifteen and John’s inspired commentary begins in verse sixteen. John 3:16 completely sums up God’s redemptive purpose in Jesus Christ for all humanity.  The verse is perfect! So, the revisers and the Calvinists have tampered with it. To the former, Jesus is not the “only begotten Son,” and to the latter, “the world” is not the entire world - only the elect. 

John 3:16 (NIV), “God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.”

R.C. Sproul, “The world for whom Christ died cannot mean the entire human family. It must refer to the universality of the elect (people from every tribe and nation).”1
IV. THE WORLD’S GREATEST TEST.  John 3:17-21

A. Why Jesus Came. (3:17) Our Lord Jesus came to bring salvation, not condemnation.

B. Whom Jesus Condemns. (3:18-19) Jesus Christ came to save, but to reject him is to stand before God on one’s own merit. The result is condemnation and separation. See Matt. 3:12.
C. What Jesus Contrasts. (3:20-21) Our Lord contrasts light and darkness. He also contrasts everyone who “hateh the light” with everyone who “cometh to the light. Jesus contrasts the one who “doeth evil” with the one who “doeth truth.” 
Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

1 Timothy 1:15, “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”

Matthew 3:12, “Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

John 12:46, “I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.”







1 Chosen by God, Robert C. Sproul, pg.204
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