THE TRIUMPHS OF JESUS
John 2:1-25

Acts 2:22, “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:” 
I. THE WINE AT THE WEDDING.  John 2:1-12

A. Jesus and the Marriage. (2:1-2) The first of our Lord’s miracles was at a wedding and the last at a funeral (John 11). The first was connected to life’s gladdest hour and the last was connected to life’s saddest hour. So, the Lord Jesus was invited to a wedding and he should be welcome at every wedding. 
B. Jesus and His Mother.  (2:3-5) John never mentions the mother of Jesus by name, although he does name Joseph (6:42). Furthermore, Jesus only referred to her as “woman.” This is perhaps because of the Mary worship that was taking root among the Gnostics by the end of the first century. In verse three Mary said, “They have no wine.” Nothing could be more embarrassing than to run out of food and drink at an eastern wedding. Consider our Lord’s response, “Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.” The Lord Jesus would be revealed to Israel through the course of his ministry and he would be rejected. Jesus referred to his death. Mary responded to the servants, “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.” Her counsel is right for all of life’s circumstances.
John 7:30, ‘Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come.”
John 8:20, “These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come.”
Matthew 26:18, “And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at hand; I will keep the passover at thy house with my disciples.”
Matthew 26:45, “Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.”
C. Jesus and the Miracle. (2:6-11) “…the water…was made wine.” Jesus turned the water into wine. This is the first miracle attributed to our Lord Jesus Christ, and it is notable that the first miracle in the Bible is turning water to blood. Wine is likened to blood. The wine that our Lord miraculously produced was supernatural and it was not liquor. For our Lord to provide alcoholic wine would have been contrary to a principle taught in the scriptures (John 10:35). See Deuteronomy 32:14 and Proverbs 20:1. Additionally, a “firkin” is said to equal approximately nine gallons and each of the six “waterpots” contain “two or three firkins apiece” in verse six. The result is as much as 162 gallons, which would be enough liquor to completely intoxicate the entire wedding party. Compare Habakkuk 2:15. Some attempt to support their bazaar interpretation with the use of  “drunk” in verse ten, but there “drunk” does not indication intoxication. Compare 1 Samuel 1:9, 13. Furthermore, when our Lord’s hour was come, he drank new wine and he will also drink it in the Millennium. Glory! See Matthew 26:29.
Deuteronomy 32:14, “Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape.”
Proverbs 20:1, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.”
Habakkuk 2:15, “Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness!”
1 Samuel 1:9, “So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk…”
1 Samuel 1:13 “Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken.”
Matthew 26:29, “But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”
Isaiah 65:8, “Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I may not destroy them all.”
Genesis 40:11, “And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand.”
D. Jesus and His Move. (2:12-13a) “After this he went down to Capernaum…and they continued there not many days.” The other gospels detail our Lord’s Galilean ministry, but John’s focus is his Judean ministry. More than half of John’s gospel is devoted to the last week of our Lord’s work. Jesus was accompanied by “his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples.” His “brethren” are clearly referenced in Matthew 13:55-56. Note also the mention of the Passover in verse thirteen. Four Passovers are referenced in the gospel of John placing the length of our Lord’s ministry at three and one-half years.
Matthew 13:55, “Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 56 And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?”
II. THE TRAFFIC IN THE TEMPLE.  John 2:13-25

A. Jesus and the Building. (2:13-17) Our Lord Jesus came into the court of the temple and found it occupied with commerce. Livestock was bought and sold for sacrifices. Roman coinage was exchanged for Jewish coins appropriate for temple usage. All of this activity was profitable and the opportunity for dishonesty was great. Jesus Christ fashioned a whip and stopped this activity. He overturned the tables of the moneychangers and drove the merchants from the temple. This scene would be repeated again later (Matthew 21:12). It is right that our Lord’s ministry was made public at the temple in Jerusalem and that Jesus would present himself as the Christ. His disciples understood and applied Psalms 69:9. However, the Lord Jesus was rejected in Jerusalem and he became a prophet in Galilee. He would not again offer himself as the Messiah in Jerusalem until his triumphal entry (Matthew 21:9).

B. Jesus and His Body. (2:18-22) The Jewish authorities were quick to respond asking for a sign. Jesus answered, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” This statement concerns the resurrection which is the greatest sign of all (Matthew 12:39). The Jewish leaders with their religion and philosophy completely missed the meaning of our Lord’s sign (Matthew 11:25). They couldn’t get past their building and the said, “Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?” Whose temple is it anyway? Jesus said, “my Father’s house” in verse sixteen, but later he said, “my house” in Matthew 21:13. However, he finally said, “your house” in Matthew 23:38.
C. Jesus and the Believers. (2:23-25) Because of the “feast day” Jewish pilgrims were exposed to miracles and many believed because of the miracles. The result is a shallow faith (Romans 10:17) and later many of these disciples “walked no more with him” (John 6:66). However, “Jesus did not commit himself unto them, he knew all men…for he knew what was in man.”
Psalms 69:9, “For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me.”
Matthew 21:13, “And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.”
Matthew 23:38, “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.”
Matthew 12:39, “But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:”
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