
Weeds and Wheat 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Jesus tells a parable and then He explains it. It is 

pretty straightforward. There are only two kinds of 

people in this world: wheat and weeds, sons of the 

kingdom and sons of the evil one. And there are only 

two futures: burned or gathered into the barn, thrown 

into the fiery furnace of hell or shining like the sun 

in the kingdom of the Father. 

The two big questions are: Which one are you? and 

What is your future? 

There are some little questions as well. One of them 

is, How do we become sons of the kingdom? That’s 

assuming that’s how we want to be known, rather 

than as sons of the evil one. Can we simply self-

identify? That is popular these days. I simply make a 

proclamation identifying myself in a certain way, 

and that makes it true. Does that work? Can we 

become a son or daughter of the kingdom by 

proclaiming it to be the case? It would be a great 

thing if more people were bold in proclaiming their 

Christianity in word and deed! But simply declaring 

oneself to be a Christian doesn’t make one a 

Christian. Neither does doing kind and loving things 

make one a Christian. 

Scripture is clear. [F]aith comes from hearing, and 

hearing through the word of Christ (Romans 10:17). 

Faith was born in many of you shortly after you were 

born. In Matthew 28 Jesus says, Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you (Vv. 19-20). 

You were baptized with water in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. As 

Jesus always does, He kept His promise and gave 

you the gift of faith along with the forgiveness of 

your sins and the promise of life eternal with Him. 

Your parents read you Bible stories, you came to 

Sunday school and confirmation class. You continue 

even now to be taught God’s Word. These are the 

reasons you can call yourself a daughter or son of the 

kingdom. 

That doesn’t mean you always act like it. … One of 

the things that caught my attention in our text is the 

eagerness of the servants destroy the weeds: [D]o 

you want us to go and gather them? They seem to be 

certain that they know just which ones are wheat and 

which ones are weeds. And they are ready to let the 

weeds have it. 



That sounds like a lot of people in our world today. 

They know just who are the good ones and who are 

the bad ones. And they are quick to vilify the bad 

ones. And who are the bad ones? Everyone who 

doesn’t think like they do. Everyone who doesn’t 

think like I do. Everyone who doesn’t think like you 

do. 

You may have said, or heard someone else say, 

“That’s above my pay grade.” It is an excuse to 

avoid making a decision or taking action. Jesus 

makes it clear in our text that judging other people is 

above our pay grade. It is not our job. The harvest is 

the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just 

as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so 

will it be at the close of the age. The Son of Man will 

send his angels, and they will gather out of his 

kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and 

throw them into the fiery furnace. 

Seeing evil in the world all around us does bother us. 

It may even cause our faith in God to wobble, 

especially when sons of the evil one rub our faces in 

it. “If your God is so loving, why does do much bad 

stuff happen in the world. Your God must either not 

care, or is powerless to do anything about it.” 

Our text speaks to this. It is because God is loving 

that He allows both to grow together. He desires to 

have both be gathered into His barn. The Lord spoke 

through His prophet Ezekiel, I have no pleasure in 

the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 

his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil 

ways (33:11) Jesus says in John 6, For this is the will 

of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son 

and believes in him should have eternal life, and I 

will raise him up on the last day. 

Your last day will come – when you die, or when 

Jesus keeps His promise to return. Your peace and 

joy on that day will be in Jesus. Your opinion of 

yourself or of others is not what will matter. It is 

only Jesus who saves you. 

What we were powerless to do, Jesus did for us in 

our place. He kept God’s Law – loving His Father 

with all His heart, mind, and strength and loving His 

neighbor as Himself. Having lived a sinless life, He 

was the perfect sacrifice to pay for our sins. His 

blood, shed on the cross, has blotted out all your 

sins. His gift of faith has become yours through the 

power of His Word. Jesus’ triumph over the grave 

assures you of your own resurrection to life eternal 

with Him. Because of Jesus You will see the 

fulfillment of His words: Then the righteous will 

shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

Amen. 


