THE SYSTEMATIC APPROACH OF HIS ADVERSARIES

Luke 11:53-13:9

I. TOTAL WARFARE ON THEIR PART.   Luke 11:53-54

A. The Provocation. (11:53) Our Lord’s confrontation with the “scribes and Pharisees” resulted in their wrath. Compare Acts 7:54. So the Pharisees began diligently attempting to “provoke him to speak of many things.”
B. The Purpose. (11:54) The “scribes and Pharisees” were determined to “catch something out of his mouth, that they might accuse him.”
Acts 7:54, “When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth.”

II. TERRIBLE WARNINGS ON HIS PART.   Luke 12:1-13:9  

A. Against Concealment. (12:1-3)

1. The Crowd. (12:1a) Apparently, the previous confrontation attracted some attention. A “multitude of people” assembled, but our Lord directed his instruction primarily toward his disciples.
2. The Command. (12:1b-3) The Lord Jesus had exposed the “leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” Then he warned his disciples against hypocrisy or concealment of sin. He taught that hypocrisy will be revealed. One of the disciples would not heed this warning – Judas.
B. Against Cowardice. (12:4-12)

1. A Great Plea. (12:4-7) The Lord’s plea in these verses is, “Be not afraid of them,” but “Fear him.” That is, fear God rather than men. See Proverbs 29:25. Jesus had told his disciples of his coming death at the hands of the chief priests (Luke 9:22), but he never feared those priests. Additionally, a martyr’s death awaited all of the apostles except Judas. He warned them not to fear men. Then he reassured them that God cared for them.
2. A Great Pledge. (12:8-9) “Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God: But he that denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of God.” See Matthew 10:33 and 2 Timothy 2:12. The issue here is not salvation, but discipleship. It is not about eternal security, but status and reward hereafter.
3. A Great Peril. (12:10)  “…but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven.” This is the sin of witnessing our Lord’s miracles and attributing the power of God’s Spirit to the power of Satan. Compare Mark 3:22-29. This sin cannot be committed today, because the Lord is no longer here on earth performing miracles. The one unpardonable sin committed by many today is the sin of unbelief (John 3:16, 18, 36).
4. A Great Provision. (12:11-12) “For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.” This instruction is not for the church house, but for the courthouse. The context concerns the persecution of the apostles by the civil authorities. Additionally, they were not promised physical preservation, merely inspiration. God anoints his preachers today, but he will not bless laziness. He expects them to study (2 Timothy 2:15).
Proverbs 29:25, “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe.”

Matt. 10:33, “But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.”

2 Timothy 2:12, “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:”

2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

C. Against Covetousness. (12:13-21)

1. An Appeal. (12:13-14) Our Lord was facing intense opposition that would conclude at the cross. So he was giving his disciples instruction that was very important. However, at the mention of “magistrates, and powers” a man among them interrupted, “Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me.” The courts are competent for such things and Jesus would not involve himself in this matter. Moreover, this was a small matter compared to the circumstances facing our Lord and his followers.
2. An Application. (12:15-21) The Lord Jesus used this occasion to teach against covetousness with the parable of the rich young fool. In the parable, the very rich young man made three mistakes. First, he mistook his bankbook for his Bible. He measured success by what he read in the bankbook rather than the Bible. Secondly, he mistook his body for his soul. He said to himself, “Soul, thou hast much goods.” The soul is not sustained by goods, but by the Word of God See Luke 4:4. Finally, he mistook time for eternity. He expected “many years” which he did not have. But even so, how does “many years” compare to eternity?
D. Against Care. (12:22-32)

1. Our Material Problems. (12:22-31) “And he said unto his disciples…Take no thought for your life.” This instruction has a special application to the apostles. They were to cast off all care for the things of this life and give themselves wholly to the work to which they were called. The secondary application for us is simply to cast off worry. This instruction does not forbid industry and diligence. We must attend to the responsibilities of life (Romans 12:11). However, it does warn against undue worry and anxiety.  Compare Philippians 4:6.
2. His Millennial Program. (12:32) “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” God’s people have always been a “little flock,” but he cares for his own. He says, “Fear not.” Furthermore, it is the “Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” No wonder Jesus said, “…seek ye first the kingdom of God” in Matthew 6:33.
Philippians 4:6, “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.”

E. Against Complacency. (12:33-13:9)

1. The Simple Command. (12:33-34) “Sell that ye have, and give alms.” Again, this instruction had a special apostolic application, but it teaches us to be heavenly minded. “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Compare Colossians 3:1-2.
2. The Second Coming. (12:35-48) “Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning.” Verse thirty-five is an exhortation to work and to witness for the Lord. Verse thirty-six addresses waiting for the Lord. This involves enduring opposition. Verses 37-40 address watching for the Lord. Then verses 41-48 address working for the Lord. Let him find us faithful when he appears.
3. The Stormy Canvas. (12:49-59) “Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that ye do not discern this time?” This discourse of our Lord was a series of warnings for his disciples. Jesus knew how the growing hostility of the Jews would end. There was a storm coming and the people of that day could not discern it.  “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 1:9)
4. The Stern Conclusion. (13:1-9) This passage presents a national call to repentance. The fruitless fig tree illustrated Israel’s Christ-rejecting unbelief. The Lord had done everything to make this tree fruitful. Nevertheless the tree turned out to be barren.
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