End of Year Report 2025/26

Parish Councillor- Clir John Edwards,
Chairman, of the Allotments & Community Garden

This past year has been a wonderful one for both the allotments and the community
garden.

The allotments have seen some exciting changes, with all plots now fully allocated in
2025. It’'s been fantastic to see so many residents getting involved and making the most
of their plots.

Over the year, we’ve made sure the site is tidy and welcoming, with bushes at the back
and front of the allotment kept to a manageable height, and we used two skips to help
keep the site in great shape.

To help focus on the needs of plot holders, we decided to hold allotment meetings
separately from the community garden meetings, which has really helped keep things
on track.

All'in all, it has been a very successful growing year,

The community garden

The community garden has continued to go from strength to strength, entirely thanks to
our amazing volunteers. Every seed planted and every plant tended to has been done
with dedication and care. This year, the garden is overseen by a volunteer-led group
and, with a rolling lease agreement in place, it is now completely independent from the
allotment budget.

This independence has allowed the group to take full responsibility for maintaining and
caring for the site, and the results have been incredible.

Our community open days have been very successful, with lots of local residents
visiting to enjoy the garden and engage with the volunteers.

The produce shared at the garden gate was very well received, with people enjoying
fresh vegetables and herbs. Even our bees, which had a shaky start, have thrived under
the careful attention of our beekeeper, and we were able to harvest honey later in the
year to share with the community.



We also welcomed local businesses for social value days, helping maintain the garden
while connecting them to our community, and the harvest this year was exceptional,
with everyone able to pick their own produce and take it home.

Seasonal events, like Halloween, were once again a big success, bringing fun and
smiles to children and adults alike.

Despite a cold winter and some flooding, the garden continued to thrive. Funding from
the National Lottery allowed us to install solar panels on the container, meaning it can
now be used every day. In addition, a grant from the Heart of England Community Fund
enabled us to run a very successful project providing homemade soup to residents who
were lonely or isolated over the winter months.

Looking ahead, we are excited for the year to come. We can’t wait to engage more
residents, welcome more volunteers, and continue to grow both the garden and the
sense of community that makes it so special. Every hour of effort, every seed planted,
has strengthened Kingshurst and shown what can be achieved when people work
together.

John Edwards and the team look forward to another season of growth, connection, and
community spirit in 2026.



