
So What? 

Mark 16:1-8 

Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome were 

very dedicated to Jesus. They would have been great altar 

guild members. No matter how dreary the task, they were 

going to do what needed to be done... But so what? … Was it 

good, right, and salutary that they should anoint Jesus’ dead 

body? Yes, but so what? He’s dead. He’s DEAD! 

Their hopes and dreams had been centered on Jesus and His 

teaching about the kingdom of God. Now what did they have? 

… One last act of devotion – anointing Jesus’ body – doing 

what needed to be done. But then what? Jesus was dead. 

Two of Jesus’ disciples, as they walked toward Emmaus, 

spoke for all of them, we had hoped that he was the one to 

redeem Israel, but He’s been dead for three days now. Now 

what? 

At sunrise the women made their way to the tomb. They had 

with them the spices to do what needed to be done – anoint 

Jesus’ dead body. They had what they needed, but so what? 

They couldn’t get in. The tomb was sealed with a stone they 

couldn’t move. Why even go if they knew they couldn’t get 

in? They knew it was a problem, but they kept on walking, 

asking one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 

the entrance of the tomb?” 

It was a pleasant surprise to find the stone rolled back when 

they got there. Problem solved! When they went inside there 

were more surprises, but maybe not so pleasant. They found 

someone they weren’t expecting, they didn’t find the one they 

were expecting, and they were given an inconceivable 

message. The whole experience knocks their socks off. Sarah 

yells at me if I wear socks with sandals, but back then I guess 

it was a thing. 

[E]ntering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right 

side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. Who 

wouldn’t be? You go into a place as dark and spooky as a 

tomb, and all of the sudden you notice someone sitting there 

staring at you. The body of their beloved teacher that is 

supposed to be lying there isn’t, and here sits this young man. 

What’s he doing here? What does he want? Who is he? They 

have no idea. 

That doesn’t keep him from talking to them: Do not be 

alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 

has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 

But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you 

to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you. 

The first thing the young man tells them is to put their socks 

back on. They are not afraid. That’s not the word that’s used 

here. It’s more that they are amazed or overwhelmed – it was 

just so much to take in all at once. So he tells them to stop. 

“Put your socks back on. There are some things I need to tell 

you, so I need you to just stop and listen.” “Easy for you to 

say, young man, but please continue.” 

He does. The young man drops some names they know, but so 

what? Does that mean they can believe what he has to say? A 

lot of people knew about Jesus. He had been crucified in a 

very public place. And even though Peter denied it, it was no 

secret that he was one of Jesus’ disciples. Name dropping 

didn’t do much to improve the credibility of some weirdo 



hanging out in a tomb. Why should they believe a word he 

says? It’s not like he’s and angel or anything. 

We kind of assume he is an angel, but the text doesn’t say that. 

He’s called a young man dressed in a white robe. And the 

women can tell that at least part of what he said was true. They 

could see the place where they laid Jesus. He was not there… 

But risen? 

I wasn’t there, but the clincher for me would have been what 

the young man in white said about Galilee: But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. 

There you will see him, just as he told you.  

I can hear the women thinking, “Can we believe the words of 

this young man dressed in a white robe? Who knows? But can 

we believe what Jesus said? That’s another question!  

“And Jesus did say something about going to Galilee, didn’t 

He? It was just a few days ago. It was Thursday! At the 

Passover meal Jesus took bread and said, ‘Take; this is my 

body.’ He took a cup and said, ‘This is my blood of the 

covenant…’ We sang a hymn, and then the men went to the 

Mount of Olives. There Jesus did tell them, ‘You will all fall 

away, for it is written, “I will strike the shepherd, and the 

sheep will be scattered. But after I am raised up, I will go 

before you to Galilee.”’ (Mark 14:27-28) Jesus said that! He 

did! ‘After I am raised up … Galilee.’ Could it be true? Could 

it be just as he told us?”  

The women were still having a hard time putting their socks 

back on. But maybe that was because they were starting to 

believe that it just might be true! It was just so much to take in! 

And so with sandals, but no socks, they fled from the tomb, for 

trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said 

nothing to anyone… 

Oh, Mark. It sure would have been nice if you had told us it 

was an angel that spoke the women. It would have been nice if 

they, or anyone, had actually seen the risen Christ for 

themselves. But all you give us is Jesus’ promise. 

Stop! Put your socks on! Jesus’ promise is everything! 

It is still a week away, But Jesus’ words to Thomas come to 

mind. Thomas was having a hard time believing that Jesus had 

risen from the dead. He wanted something to see, something to 

touch. Jesus obliged. He came to Thomas and said, "Put your 

finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and 

place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." Thomas 

answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, 

"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed" (John 20:27-

29). 

That’s you! As far as I know, you have not seen the risen 

Christ standing in front of you or put out your hand and placed 

it in His side. And yet you have believed. 

Your parents most likely stood in front of the font and watched 

as you received the gifts promised in baptism. They watched 

and listened on your confirmation day as you confirmed your 

faith in Jesus and the gifts you received in baptism. Maybe 

they stood beside you as you put out your hand to receive 

Jesus’ body and put it in your mouth, chew it, and swallow it 

according to Jesus’ promise. 

You haven’t seen the risen Christ with your own eyes? But so 

what! You have His promises, and that is all you need. Amen.  


