THE SNOBBISH APPROACH

Luke 17:20-19:27

I. THE DEMANDING ATTITUDE.   Luke 17:20-17:37

II. THE DISDAINFUL ATTITUDE.  Luke 18:9-30 
III. THE DEROGATORY ATTITUDE.  Luke 18:31-19:27

A. The Shadow of the Savior’s Passion. (18:31-34) 

1. The Inevitable. (18:31-33) Our Lord again taught his disciples concerning his passion (Acts 1:3). He knew well what “the prophets” had written. There would be the Triumphal Entry (Zechariah 9:9); the betrayal by Judas (Psalm 41:9); the crucifixion (Psalm 22, 69, Isaiah 53 and Daniel 9:26); His death and burial (Psalm 16:10); his resurrection (Jonah 2, Matthew 12:40) and his glory (Psalm 25:7-10). Jesus also added to his previous instruction when he said, “For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles”
2. The Incredible. (18:34) This instruction to the disciples was incredible. They would not hear it. 
Luke 9:22, “Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day.”

Luke 9:31, “Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.”
B. The Showing of the Savior’s power. (18:35-43)

1. The Man’s Plight. (18:35) The Lord Jesus crossed Jordan and came “nigh unto Jericho.” He was only fifteen miles from Jerusalem, but the journey consisted of a winding uphill road (Luke 10:30). As the Lord Jesus neared Jericho, he was met by a multitude and there was “a certain blind man” begging by the wayside. The blind man was completely helpless barely surviving on charity.
2. The Man’s Plea. (18:36-42) When the blind man learned that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by, he cried, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.” Note that he recognized Jesus as the Christ and he pleaded for mercy. Some of the people present tried to quiet this man, but “he cried so much the more, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.” The blind man approached Jesus as the Messiah on the basis of mercy and he cried out consistently. The Lord Jesus stopped. He then commanded the man to be brought to him and he asked, “What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee?” Jesus permitted the blind man to confess his need. The man said, “Lord, that I may receive my sight.”  Our Lord answered, “Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.”
3. The Master’s Plan. (18:43) The blind man “immediately…received his sight.” Then he followed the Lord Jesus and his testimony influenced many to praise God. The young ruler had refused to follow Jesus and he went away sorrowful (18:22-23). This man followed the Lord Jesus and glorified God!
Luke 10:30, “And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.”

Hebrews 1:3, “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;”

C. The Shining of the Savior’s Presence. (19:1-27)  

1. False Ideals Exposed. (19:1-10) 

(a) The Place. (19:1) The Lord Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.
(b) The Publican. (19:2-4) Zacchaeus is introduced in verse two as the “chief among the publicans.” As a publican, Zacchaeus was rich, but he was also very unpopular. Additionally, “he was little of stature.” Being a short man, he could not see Jesus for the crowd of onlookers. So, Zacchaeus ran ahead and climbed a large tree. From his perch he expected to see Jesus pass by.
(c) The Prospect. (19:5-6) As the Lord neared the place, he called Zacchaeus by name and invited himself to the man’s house. Zacchaeus received him joyfully. 
(d) The People. (19:7) Our Lord’s kindness brought criticism. The crowd murmured. Compare Luke 15:2. These were the same people that praised God because of Jesus in 18:43. Jesus Christ was not impressed by their praise and he was not depressed by their murmuring.
(e) The Promise. (19:8) No one can receive Jesus and remain unchanged. Zacchaeus stood and pledged to give half of his goods to the poor. He also promised to make restitution to anyone that he had defrauded. His life was truly changed! Compare the rich young ruler in 18:23.
(f) The Pardon. (19:9) “This day is salvation come to this house.” Zacchaeus received Jesus and salvation came to his house. However, his salvation was not complete until the atonement was finished. Zacchaeus was a Jew, but in his sinful state he was not worthy to be called a “son of Abraham.” However, after his conversion, Jesus called him a “son of Abraham.” Anyone who receives Jesus after Calvary is called a son of God!
(g) The Program. (19:10) This is the key verse to the gospel of Luke and it states the primary purpose of the First Advent. Hallelujah! 


Luke 15:2, “And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.”

2. False Ideas Exposed. (19:11-27) 
(a) What Was Thought. (19:11) “They thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.” They expected an immediate literal kingdom, but the spiritual kingdom must first be preached. Jesus had taught this in Luke 17:20. Our Lord then responded with a parable. This parable differs from the parable of the talents in Matthew 25. That parable addressed differing gifts and abilities among God’s servants. In this parable, all of the servants received a pound which addresses the equal responsibility of all believers.
(b) What Was Taught. (19:12-27)

i. The Journey. (19:12-14) “A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.” This pictures the Church Age. He said to his servants, “Occupy till I come.” They were to trade and increase his estate. All believers are to advance his cause and all have one pound. That pound illustrates the gospel.
ii. The Judgment of His Friends. (19:15-26) This accounting illustrates the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3 and 2 Cor. 5). The servants were judged based upon their stewardship of the pound.
iii. The Judgment of His Foes. (19:27, 14) The judgment of the enemies illustrates the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:10).
Luke 17:20, “And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:”

Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”
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