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The life of former San 
Leandro Mayor Stephen H. 
Cassidy was remembered 
Saturday, January 10, at a 
memorial service that filled 
the Performing Arts Center at 
San Leandro High School with 
family, friends, civic lead-
ers, and longtime community 
members.

Cassidy, who died sud-
denly on December 5, was 
remembered for his decades 

of public service, his love of 
learning, and the personal 
relationships he built across 
the community. The stand-
ing-room-only crowd reflected 
the breadth of his impact — 
from local schools and city 
government to international 
connections rooted in his Irish 
heritage.

Speakers included family 
members, elected officials, 
colleagues, and friends, many 
of whom shared personal sto-
ries that highlighted Cassidy’s 

The Arroyo Dons boy’s basketball 
team lost 55-54 to the three time defend-
ing league champion Mt. Eden Monarchs 
in overtime at home in San Lorenzo on 
Jan. 9 in their West Alameda County 
Conference (WACC) opener. 

“We knew that Mt. Eden was talent-
ed so we prepped a lot for this game,” 
said Arroyo head coach Troy Clavin. 
“It means the world to me and makes 
me so proud to see the fight in our team 
tonight against a really good opponent.”

Mt. Eden has won the WACC Shore-
line Division title the last three years 

and had to give it everything they had 
to beat Arroyo in this overtime thriller.

Much of the first half was controlled 
by the Monarchs on both offense and 
defense. They jumped out to a 15-4 lead 
to end the first quarter. 

Arroyo closed the gap in the second 

The San Leandro police 
shot at a man wielding a rifle 
just after midnight on Monday 
on the railroad tracks at Davis 
and Alvarado streets. 

But the suspect was not 
hit by gunfire and was later 
apprehended by police. 

The shooting followed an 
attempt to stop a car that had 
collided against the curb and 

fled at a high rate of speed, 
according to police. The occu-
pants of a black Mercedes fled 
on foot, including the driver, 
who police saw running south 
on Alvarado wielding a rifle. 

As more police arrived, 
an officer saw the suspect 
with the rifle on the railroad 
tracks west of Alvarado Street, 

The City Council passed a 
rent ordinance at the Jan. 12 
meeting to limit rent increas-
es to no more than 3 percent 
annually, or 65 percent of 
the increase in cost of living, 
whichever is lower.

Mayor Juan Gonzalez 
called the measure extreme 
and voted no. But City Coun-
cilmember Dylan Boldt called 
it “doing something amazing 
for the city.”

Those opposing views 
were expressed by the public 
speakers at the meeting where 
both renters and housing pro-
viders spoke. 

Over 50 people addressed 
the City Council on the issue, 
but the speakers didn’t appear 

to change the vote of any 
council member. 

The rent ordinance passed 
with five council member 
voting yes –  Victor Aguilar, 
Dylan Boldt, Xouhoa Bowen, 
Fred Simon, and Sbeydeh 
Viveros-Walton. Mayor Juan 
Gonzalez voted no, and Coun-
cilmember Bryan Azevedo 
was absent. 

Some properties are ex-
empt from the ordinance, in-
cluding single family rentals, 
units that can be sold separate-
ly like condos or townhomes, 
as well as all new rentals 
housing units that have been 
built after Feb. 1, 1995, mo-
bile homes, which have their 

By Jim Knowles
San Leandro Times

By Ruben Banuelos
San Leandro Times

intellect, warmth, and sense of 
responsibility to others.

The service opened with 
remarks from Rev. Dr. Barba-
ra Barkley, who spoke about 
Cassidy’s life through the lens 
of the Good Samaritan. She 
described him as someone 
who consistently chose “the 
hard road” — a life centered 
on service, care, and commit-
ment to community.

Cassidy’s older brother, 
Kevin Cassidy, delivered one 

“    He did it 
because he 
loved this 
community 
and wanted 
to make it 
better.

— Mayor Juan Gonzalez
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Nanasaheb Dharmadhikari Pratishthan (DSNDP), a global non-profit 
organization, recently conducted an the Adopt-A-Highway cleanup drive in 
collaboration with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
in Alameda County. The group cleaned up litter along I-580 in the East Bay. 

The San Leandro Players 
will present The Odd Couple 
(Female Version), opening 
Feb. 28 at the San Leandro 
Museum/Auditorium 320 W. 
Estudillo Ave. 

The show runs through 
March 29 on Saturdays at 8 
p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m., 
plus two Friday shows at 8 p.m. 
on March 20 and March 27. 

Tickets are $25 general; 
$20 seniors and under 12. For 
reservations or more informa-

SL Players to Present 
The Odd Couple 
(Female Version)

tion, visit www.slplayers.org 
or call 510-895-2573. 

In the female version of 
Neil Simon’s The Odd Cou-
ple, Florence (Felix) Unger 
is just as neurotic and obses-
sively clean, while Olive (Os-
car) Madison is an easygoing 
sports writer. 

Florence moves in with 
Olive, creating chaos through 
their clashing personalities 
and differing views on house-
keeping.

Baby storytime is a great 
way for parents/caregivers to 
interact and develop a bond 
with their baby – held ev-
ery Thursday at 9:30 a.m. at 
Manor Branch Library, 1241 
Manor Blvd. in San Leandro. 

Babies will be in a so-
cial setting with other babies 
where they will sing and de-
velop pre-language skills as 

well as play with toys in an 
environment with others their 
age. Adults can use this time 
to meet with other parents 
in a supportive setting. This 
storytime is for pre-walking 
babies only. Experience lots 
of songs and movement.  For 
parents who have a baby and 
a toddler, please attend the 
toddler storytime. 

Baby Story Time at 
The Manor Branch Library

Calm your stress with this free drop-in relaxation practice 
the first Thursday evening of the month from 6 to 7 p.m. at 
the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. The next 
session will be on Dec. 4. Use meditation, gentle stretches, 
breathwork, poetry, and journaling to find balance in life’s 
stresses. Ages 18+, all abilities. Call 510-577-3971 to reserve 
a spot, or just drop in.

Mindfulness Matters; Practice Relaxation

Lose Weight by Joining TOPS
Resolved to lose weight in 2025? Join TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start your 
weight loss journey. TOPS is a non profit weight loss support 
group.  We meet on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. (doors open at 8:45 
a.m.) at the United Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria Street 
in Castro Valley. For more info contact Linda Brooks @ 510-
461-3894. Join us for fellowship and support. What do you 
have to lose?

Rifle: Investigation 
continued from front page
according to police. 

“The officer commanded 
the suspect to drop the firearm, 
the suspect failed to comply, 
and an officer-involved shoot-
ing occurred,” said the police 
in a press release. 

The statement added, 
“Neither the suspect nor any 
involved officers were injured 
as a result of the shooting,” 
as the suspect was not hit by 
gunfire.

Police added that more 
information will be limited at 
this time to ensure the integrity 
of the investigation. 

“The sharing of additional 
details will be determined by 
the progress of the investiga-

tion and be in compliance with 
the law,” said the SLPD. 

Police said that criminal 
and administrative investiga-
tions of the shooting will be 
conducted by SLPD’s Crimi-
nal Investigation Division and 
Professional Standards Unit, 
respectively, followed by a 
review from the Office of the 
Independent Police Auditor 
for the City of San Leandro.  

Additionally, an investiga-
tion by the Alameda County 
District Attorney’s Office will 
also be conducted concur-
rently. The officer involved, a 
4-and-a-half year veteran with 
the department, will be placed 
on administrative leave per 
protocol.
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Cars & Coffee Community Meet
Zenti Bistro, 500 Davis St. in San Leandro, presents 

Cars & Coffee Community Meet on Saturday, Jan. 24, 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Experience exotic cars and hot rods 
with great coffee, food, and music. Family-friendly. All 
vehicles welcome. 

Pancake Breakfast & Bingo
I.D.E.S. St. John, 1670 Orchard Ave. in San Leandro, 

will host a pancake breakfast on Saturday, Jan. 24, from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. Tickets are $15, or $5 for kids up to 12, and 
includes lunch and four bingo cards. Extra bingo cards are 
25 cents each. For tickets, call Jenet Re at 510-483-1132, 
or Willie Calvo at 510-207-6326. 

American Legion Post 117 
Sunday Breakfast

American Legion Post 117 of San Leandro will host 
its monthly Last-Sunday-of-the-Month Breakfast on Sun-
day, Jan. 25, from 8 to 11 a.m. at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 1105 Bancroft Ave. in San Leandro. Pancakes 
with sausage, eggs, juice, coffee, tea, and fruit. Donation: 
veterans $8, non-veterans $9. 

St. Leander School 
Open House

St. Leander School, a preschool through 8th Grade 
Catholic school, will hold an open house on Sunday, Jan. 
25, from noon to 2 p.m. Families will have the opportunity 
to meet teachers, tour the campus, and learn more about 
the school’s academic programs and school community.

Origami Paper Cranes Program
Come to the Origami Paper Cranes program with origa-

mi artist Linda Mihara on Tuesday, Jan. 27, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
at the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. The 
program is part of the library’s exhibit – “Am I an American 
or Am I Not? – inspired by Fred Korematsu’s resistance 
against the violation of his constitutional rights. The exhibit 
examines the mass incarceration of over 125,000 Japanese 
Americans during WWII and invites visitors to reflect on 
historical injustice and its relevance today. 

Lose Weight by 
Joining TOPS

Resolve to lose weight in 2026. Join TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start your 
weight loss journey. TOPS is a non profit weight loss sup-
port group.  Meet on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. (doors open at 
8:45 a.m.) at the United Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria 
St. in Castro Valley. For more info contact Linda Brooks 
@ 510-461-3894. Join for fellowship and support. What 
do you have to lose?

Umpires Needed for
Hayward Area Recreation District

Hayward Softball Umpires Association is recruiting 
umpires year round to work paid HARD Recreation Softball 
games — men’s, women’s and co-ed slow pitch. Training 
for all age groups in fast and slow pitch. Email or call the 
educational director at umpire500.61@gmail.com or 510-
586-8592 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 

San Leandro Toastmasters 
Meet Every Thursday

San Leandro Toastmasters meets every Thursday from 
6:45 to 7:45 p.m. online through Zoom. Email sanlean-
drotm@gmail.com for more information. Also, the Toast-
masters meet in person at the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave., on the last Thursday of every month  
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

Calendar Submissions
The Community Calendar is for publicizing nonprofit 

organizations, charities and community groups. Items can 
be emailed to jimk@ebpublishing.com or call 510-614-
1557.

Community Calendar

The Support Group for Tobacco Recovery meets on Thurs-
days from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. in the Sequoia Conference Room, 
1100 San Leandro Blvd. 

No prerequisites, no prior experience, no requirements. 
Discussion topics include your relationship with tobacco, 
self-care and stress relief, medicines that can help, wellness 
and recovery, and the new you. 

Sponsored by Lifelong’s East Bay Community Recovery 
Project and the Alameda County Tobacco Control Program. 
For more information, visit ACTobaccofree@gmail.com or 

Tobacco Recovery Support Group

More Events
SOUL Line Dancing — New Class Alert

The City of San Leandro’s Human Services Department 
will host a new class with NFL Raiderette Alumni Lori 
Hurley to teach SOUL Line Dancing for men and women 
50+ on Tuesdays and Thursdays (started Jan. 6) at the  San 
Leandro Senior Community Center, 13909 East 14th St. 
Drop-in at $10 per class. Register online at sanleandrorec.
org or stop by the San Leandro Senior Community Center 
to register. Use course code 26735.

Wildlife Watercolor Paintings at Castro Valley Library
Acclaimed local artist Rita Sklar will have a show of 

her award-winning watercolor wildlife paintings at the Cas-
tro Valley Library, 3600 Norbridge Ave., during January, 
February and March. See Oryx, Iguana, Zebras and more. 
Included will be two of her ribbon-winning paintings from 
the Alameda County Fair, on sale for half of the original 
price. This is her painting of an Iguana in watercolor. See 
her paintings at “http://www.ritasklar.com.”

A photo exhibit of barns 
in the East Bay is on dis-
play through Feb. 7 at the 
Hayward Area Historical 
Society Museum at 22380 
Foothill Blvd. in Hayward. 
The museum is open from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursdays, 

Barns of the East 
Bay Photo Exhibit

At Hayward Museum
Fridays, and Saturdays. 

“Barns of the East Bay: 
From Hay Day to Fading 
Away” is a series of photo-
graphs by local photogra-
pher Patty Burton that doc-
uments the area’s backroads 
and their agricultural history.

Come to a documentary 
film screening and discussion 
with Will Kaku, board mem-
ber of the Japanese American 
Museum of San Jose, and 
Yuriko Gamo Romer, di-
rector/producer of Baseball 
Behind Barbed Wire on Sat-
urday, Jan. 31, from 1 to 3 
p.m.  at the San Leandro Main 
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave.

The program is part of 

Documentary on Fred 
Korematsu’s Relevance Today

the library’s exhibit – “Am I 
an American or Am I Not? – 
inspired by Fred Korematsu’s 
resistance against the violation 
of his constitutional rights. 

The exhibit examines the 
mass incarceration of over 
125,000 Japanese Americans 
during World War II and 
invites visitors to reflect on 
historical injustice and its 
relevance today.

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 

The Entire line of
Garden of Life

Products

NO LIMIT!!!

• 14k/18k Gold
• Colored Stones
• Jades
• Pearls
• Watches
• Diamonds

KIM BROS. JEWELRY • 357-4069
14393-A WASHINGTON AVENUE • SAN LEANDRO

WED-FRI 11(ISH)AM - 5 PM/ SAT 11(ISH)AM -4 PM/ CLOSED SUN-TUES

Battery Replacement Jewelry & Watch Repair

Anniversary Sale
SINCE 1989

UP TO 50% OFF
With this ad. Expires 1/31/26

Expires 1/31/26

REGULARLY $15.00
With this ad. Expires 1/31/26.

$12 00

“Lovewell Team” is a dynamic,
award-winning Real Estate team
Call 510-351-5555 or visit us at

www.Lovewellteam.com
— A team you can love and trust —

(CA DRE #00689931, #01912817, #02187163)

      

Lovewell Team

1202 Lillian Avenue, San Leandro • $819,000
 3 Bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 1337 sq. ft. Built 1941
Open House Saturday 1/24 & Sunday, 1/25, 1-4pm 

PHULKARI
INDIAN CUISINE

SPECIALS 
Daily Buffet - 11 am -4 pm

Mon-Fri: $17.99 - Sat-Sun: $19.99
Dinner 10% OFF (minimum $30.00)

(510) 888-9555
3418 Village Dr., Castro Valley - Open Daily 11am-10pm

5 1 0 - 4 8 1 - 9 1 9 3

W E E K LY  •  B I - W E E K LY  •  M O N T H LY

BONDED & INSURED PL-PD ALL TAXES PAID

3243 Casyro Valley Blvd. Castro Valley

FREE ESTIMATES

www.tlc-housecleaning.com
EMPLOYEES COVERED BY WORKERS’ COMP. STATE DISABILITY INSURANCE

House Cleaning Service • Family Owned Since 1980

• No experience needed - we provide everything
• Training for new volunteers starts February 21  
• Visit sanleandro.org/literacy or call 510-577-3944    

Become a tutor and help an adult learn!

PROJECT LITERACYPROJECT LITERACY
Adult Literacy & ESL Program
San Leandro Public Library
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REAL ESTATE REALITY
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By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

Luxury Redefined
and secluded), high-end 
kitchens, baths, fixtures 
and appliances, premi-
um materials, massive 
walk-in closets, expan-
sive rooms, purpose-built 
areas (offices, theaters, 
workout rooms, spas), 
open spaces, multi-vehi-
cle garages, resort-like 
yards, advanced smart 
technology and more. 
Although these features 
continue to dominate, 
there is a trend away 
from excess and towards 
intentionality. Rather 
than excess for excess’ 
sake, amenities are be-
coming more tailored to 
exclusive lifestyles.
 
  An article by Institute 
for luxury Home Mar-
keting dated 01/09/2026 
entitled “The Next Era 
of Luxury Living: What 
Buyers Want in 2026” 
provides insight, stating: 
“While there may not be 
entirely new categories 
of amenities emerging, 
innovation is accelerating 
within established trends.
Ultra-flexible spaces with 

F or those old enough 
to remember, TV’s 
“Lifestyles of the 

Rich and Famous” hosted 
by Robin Leach took us 
inside luxury properties 

defined by excesses 
unavailable to the normal 
populace. Homes shown 
on the series featured 
exclusivity and, in many 
cases, ostentatiousness.
 
  Luxury has been 
defined as exclusive 
locations (often gated 

movable walls, integrated 
furnishings, and hidden 
storage are allowing 
rooms to serve multiple 
purposes.
AI-driven home automa-
tion is evolving rapidly, 
with systems that learn 
daily patterns and man-
age energy use, lighting, 
and security autonomous-
ly.
Wellness amenities are 
expanding beyond tradi-
tional gyms and spas into 
recovery suites, infrared 
therapy rooms, and lon-
gevity-focused spaces.

  Luxury entertain-
ment is also becoming 
more immersive, with 
growing interest in golf 
simulators, high-fidelity 
listening rooms, speak-
easy-style bars, and 
professional tasting or 

Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737

Robert Jones   Associates

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 510 -357-0120
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

and

— Matt Jones & Bob Jones
WE ARE HERE for YOU!

We Offer Great Experience Plus Enthusiasm!!
                     	 Listing • Sales       
               Property Management

     Call Us...

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

ANSWERS

mixology spaces.
The introduction of 
luxury bunkers or safe 
rooms, built not just for 
protection but comfort is 
being discreetly integrat-
ed – while not main-
stream they do reflect 
how deeply security and 
self-sufficiency resonates 
with the ultra-wealthy.”
 
  Even though high-end 
homes frequently have 
features to aid enter-
tainment such as cater-
ing kitchens with fully 
commercial appliances, 
extensive wine storage, 
butler pantries and the 
like, luxury buyers want 
more.  Rather than homes 
specifically designed to 
facilitate entertaining, 
today’s upscale buyers 
want properties that 
facilitate their day-to-

day lifestyles, especially 
in the areas of personal 
fitness and automation.
 
  This trend is rele-
vant for home buyers 
and homeowners in the 
East Bay.  They are in a 
unique position to under-
stand and want high-tech 
amenities – driven by 
their proximity to Silicon 
Valley and a desire to be 
on the cutting-edge.
 
  What may seem like 
a “luxury” to some in 
other regions is closer 
to a basic expectation 
here.  Recognizing that 
high-tech amenities that 
many enjoy are now 
becoming commonplace 
makes many homes more 
luxurious.

  Carl Medford is a 
licensed Realtor with 
Keller Williams Realty 
and a licensed general 
contractor. This article is 
sponsored by the Cen-
tral County Marketing 
Group.

Historic Bal Theatre

Ultimate Usher & Angie Stone 
Lovers and Friends 

Tribute Concert
Fri.  Feb. 13, 2026  8 PM  San Leandro

 Tickets at: baltheatre.com 
and Ticketmaster.com

510-614-7700
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Seniors: What Medicare Will Not Be Paying for This Year 
    While original Medicare 
(Part A and B) covers a wide 
array of health care services 
after you turn 65, it doesn’t 
cover everything. 
If you need or want certain 
services that aren’t covered, 
you’ll have to pay for them 

yourself unless you have 
other insurance, or you 
enroll in a Medicare Ad-
vantage health plan, which 
may provide some additional 
benefits. 
  Here’s a look at some 
commonly needed medi-
cal services that original 
Medicare doesn’t pick up the 
tab for.

  Most dental care: Rou-
tine dental care including 
checkups, cleanings, x-rays, 
fillings, root canals, tooth 
extractions and dentures 
are not covered by original 
Medicare. 
  Routine vision care: Medi-
care does not cover routine 
eye exams, eyeglasses and 
contact lenses (except fol-

By Jim Miller
Special to the Times

lowing cataract surgery), but 
tests, treatments and surger-
ies for medical eye diseases 
like cataracts, glaucoma and 
macular degeneration are 
covered. 
  Hearing aids: Original 
Medicare will not pay for 
hearing exams or hearing 
aids but may cover a hear-
ing and balance exam if 
your doctor determines it’s 
necessary. 
  Prescription drugs: Medi-
care (Part A and B) doesn’t 
provide coverage for outpa-
tient prescription drugs, but 
you can buy a separate Part 
D prescription-drug policy 
that does. 
  Alternative medicine: 
Acupuncture (except to treat 
low back pain), chiropractic 
services (except to correct a 
vertebral subluxation of the 
spine), and other types of 
alternative or complemen-
tary care are not covered by 
Medicare.
  Cosmetic surgery: Most 
cosmetic procedures are 
not covered, however, if the 
surgery is due to an injury or 
deformity, it might pay. For 
example, Medicare will cover 
a breast prosthesis for breast 
cancer survivors. 
  Foot care: Medicare does 
not cover most routine foot 
care, like the cutting or 
removing of corns, calluses 
and toenails. But they do 
cover medically necessary 
podiatrist services for foot 
problems like hammertoes, 
bunion and heel spurs, along 
with exams, treat-
ments and therapeutic shoes 
or inserts if you have diabetic 
foot problems. 

  Long-term care: Nursing 
home care and assisted living 
facilities are not covered 
by Medicare. But Medicare 
will help pay up to 100 days 
of skilled nursing or reha-
bilitation care immediately 
following a hospital stay of 
three or more days.
  Personal home care: If you 
need to hire help for bath-
ing, dressing or getting out 
of bed, Medicare typically 
won’t cover these costs either, 
unless you are homebound 
and are also receiving skilled 
nursing care. Housekeeping 
services, such as shopping, 
meal preparation and clean-
ing are not covered either 
unless you are receiving 
hospice care. 
  Adult diapers: Medicare 
does not cover the cost 
of adult diapers or other 
incontinence supplies. These 
items are considered to be for 
personal hygiene rather than 
medical treatment.
  Overseas coverage: In 
most cases, health care 
outside of the United States 
is not covered by Medicare 

except for very limited 
circumstances – such as on a 
cruise ship within six hours 
of a U.S. port. 
  The best way to find out 
what Medicare covers is 
to talk to your health care 
provider, visit Medicare.
gov/coverage and type in 
your test, item or service, 
or download the Medicare 
“What’s covered” app. 
  Also keep in mind that 
even if Medicare covers a 
service or item, they don’t 
pay 100 percent of the 
cost. You will have to pay 
a monthly Part B premium 
(which is $202.90 for most 
beneficiaries in 2026) and 
unless you have supplemen-
tal insurance, you’ll have to 
pay annual deductibles and 
copayments too. However, 
most preventive services 
are covered 100 percent by 
Medicare with no copays or 
deductibles.
  Send questions or com-
ments to questions@savvyse-
nior.org, or to Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 
73070.

Rent: Mayor to explain his oppo-
sition further at second reading 
continued from front page
own ordinance, among other 
exemptions.

Speakers opposing the 
ordinance said the restrictions 
now make it not worthwhile 
to invest in San Leandro real 
estate, as well as establishing 
a bureaucracy that all residents 
will have to pay for. 

“We bought a rental house 
for an investment,” said John 
Barsky. “If that decision was 
made today, I don’t think my 
wife and I would have made 
that investment. We spend 
$200,000 on an ADU (granny 
unit). I don’t think this will be 
a longterm benefit to city.

“I’m curious why there 
appears to be no effort to in-
crease the supply of housing 
rather than try to manipulate 
the regulations concerning 
rentals,” Barsky added. 

Another speaker said, 
“You talk about seniors. Prop-
erty owners are seniors, too. 
Why punish the landlord who 
worked hard all their life to 

use that as their golden age 
retirement?”

But other speakers de-
scribed the ordinance as a 
success. 

“Enacting a strong local 
ordinance will be a signifi-
cant achievement, said public 
speaker Rob Rich.

Rich said that if the council 
passed the ordinance unan-
imously it would even help 
heal the divides that plague 
the council. 

One speaker said landlords 
are expecting too much. 

“Landlords now have un-
real expectations for profits 
and that’s one of the reasons 
they’re fighting too hard. 
They want the gravy train to 
continue,” said pubic speaker 
Lawrence Abbott. 

Abbott said some land-
lords “bought too high and 
now they’re in a tough finan-
cial situation. 

“Even though this ordi-
nance is incredibly fair to both 
landlords and renters, there 

will be some landlords who 
will want to sell and that will 
be super great,” Abbot said. He 
said it would be great for some-
one who wants to buy a house. 

Gonzalez said he would 
elaborate more on the reasons 
he opposes the ordinance at 
the second reading, where the 
council can make amendments 
or reconsider an ordinance. 

Recording 
Closed Session Meetings

The City Council also 
voted to record closed ses-
sion meetings, a resolution 
brought to the council by 
Councilmember Fred Simon. 

The resolution passed with 
four voting yes – Simon, Agu-
ilar, Boldt, and Viveros-Wal-
ton. Gonzalez voted no, and 
Azevedo and Bowen were 
absent. 

Bowen was present for 
most of the meeting but left 
just before the end of the meet-
ing when the vote was taken 
on recording closed sessions.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CATHY BRESLOW – BRESLOWIMAGING

RCHS Honors Homecoming Court
The Redwood Christian High School (RCHS) 2025-26 Homecoming ceremonies were 
held on January 16 in the Bruce D. Johnson Gymnasium. A parent escorted each mem-
ber of the Court, who were introduced by Co-Masters of Ceremonies Redwood Chris-
tian High School Principal Justin Redemer and Assistant Principal Dr. Evan Barnhart, 
who read insightful letters from the honorees parents, and flowers for the ladies and 
Homecoming sashes for the men were presented by someone special in their lives.     

REDWOOD CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

6-8pm | January 26th
19300 Redwood Road | Castro Valley

510.889.7526     WWW.RCS.EDU/EXPLORE

See how RCS is 

  

at our TK-12 Academic  
Demonstration Night and Open House.

Inspiring Futures
Please RSVP Come at 

Come at 5:30pm for 
5:30pm for Info Session

Info Session

We’re Here for You
in This Next Stage of Care

19960 Santa Maria Ave
Castro Valley, CA 94546

510-925-2738 
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Have a peace of mind knowing that helping hands
are never far away. Take a tour of our senior living 

community today.

CarefieldCastroValley.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1555, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

BISTRO/KARAOKE

ZENTI BISTRO. KARAOKE with 
Host Fresh Kymm Every Tuesday 
6:30pm-9:00pm. *Ask about a FREE  
drink  with  purchase.  510-856-8541.
www.Zenti-Bistro.com  San Leandro

BOOKKEEPING
Trusted bookkeeping services de-
livering clarity, accuracy, and peace 
of mind daily. Bowdry Bookkeeping 
415-890-5482. www.bowdrybook-
keeping.com

CATERING
HONEY BROWNS CATERING & 
MEAL PREP. Cooking with Love. 
Theron & Yetta Brown 510-606-8063. 
honeybrowns4you@gmail.com

CONCRETE SERVICE
*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio, 
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete, 
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1054154. Milo  
510-502-9336.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

*FENCES/ DECKS Repair/ Replace, 
Gutter Cleaning. Insured/ Bonded. 
Jerry 510-410-2427

FENCES/DECKS

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

FLORIST

LUCY’S CREATIONS - Voted San 
Leandro’s Top Florist. Flowers for all 
occasions. Local delivery available.

Lucyscreationsforyou.com

GARAGE DOORS

HAPPY GARAGE DOOR REPAIR & 
MAINTENANCE. Best Repair Serv-
ice, Maintenance, Installation. 415-
716-2874.

GARDENING

*BEAUTY GARDEN LANDSCAPING
Design - Construction - Mainte-
nance. Cleanups, New Lawn, Artifi-
cial Grass, Irrigation, Patios, Path-
ways, Brick, Stone, Concrete Fence/  
Decks. Free Estimates! Lic.#925130. 
510-691-8852.
www.beautygardenlandscaping.com

GARDENING     MAINTENANCE, 
Cleanups, Tree Work, Pruning, Pow-
erWashing and all Handyman Serv-
ice.  Call  Cruz  510-798-0682.

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

Master Gardener/ Landscaper/ 
Handyman. 30 years. Senior Dis-
count. FREE Estimates. 510-427-
0455.

GGARDENINGARDENING/T/TREEREE SSERVICEERVICE

NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing, trees, cleanup, haul-
ing, FREE  estimates. 510 512-5857.

GUTTER CLEANING
GUTTER WORKS Cleaning and Re-
pairs. Residential/ Commercial. Rea-
sonable Rates. FREE Estimates. 
925-575-4488. 

GutterWorks025@gmail.com

GIVEAWAYS

FREE - Piano Hammond Upright 
Grand 54” High 61” Wide 28” Deep. 
Good Condition-Beautiful Wood 
Bench Included. Call Kathleen 510-
919-5631.

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 12 Noon.

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman
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HAULING SERVICE
HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Stop online scams. Real medical 
professionals are ready to help you 
lose weight with semaglutide. In-per-
son visits and personalized medical 
support. Call 510-930-9366. www.fit-
formula365.com.

HOUSE CLEANING
JUST LIKE GRAMMAS CLEAN-
ING!! Detail Cleaner with over 20-
years experience. 30-Days Airbnb 
Special $29 an hour. Fatimah 510-
978-6803.

LOCKSMITH

DAD’S LOCKSMITH. Excellent 
Service. Affordable Rates. Customer 
Satisfaction.  Call  925-820-5747.

MISC. FOR SALE
25 Wonderful Classical CD’s in excel-
lent condition. Call 510-654-1951.

PLUMBING SERVICE
PRIEBES PLUMBING “Where You 
Can Count On Honesty & Quality”. 
Lic.#1034397. Call 925-895-8977.

POWER WASHING

PRESSURE WASHING SPECIALS: 
Business Awnings, Sidewalks, House 
Exteriors. Gutter Cleaning & Repairs, 
Window Washing, etc. Call Martin, 
The Crown Gutter Service 510-384-
8041.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

H
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

*SCOTT HARRISON DRE#00966212 
Sunshine Realty  510-388-4536

KEITH MURRAY DRE#01245452
Reliance Realty Group 510-582-5540

RENTALS
San Leandro  Pacific  Avenue 2-bed-
room, 1-bath w/balcony, near BART. 
AEK w/dishwasher. $2,100+ deposit, 
water & garbage included. Credit 
check. 510-568-0929.

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

RESTAURANTS
Café Sorriso - FREE Coffee or Iced 
Tea with meal purchase (offer 
expires 1-10-26). 1501 Washington 
Ave.,  San Leandro.  510-351-3605.

SERVICES

SpotOn A Payment Processing 
Company POS. Credit card termi-
nals. Mobile terminals. Very low 
rates. No contract/ No junk fees. 
IC+05%/TFl10. Call 510-209-7282.

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 12 Noon.
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Basketball: Close game
continued from front page
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Cassidy: ‘He showed us what thoughtful public service looked like’ 
continued from front page

City Council Must Act
Editor,

An independent investi-
gation concluded that San 
Leandro City Councilmembers 
Victor Aguilar Jr. and Fred 
Simon retaliated against Coun-
cilmember Xouhoa Bowen and 
engaged in gender-biased, abu-
sive behavior after she voted 
to censure them in November 
2024. The facts have been 
confirmed. 

This finding should alarm 
every resident of San Leandro. 
Retaliation and gender-based 
abuse have no place in our 
local government, especially 
from elected officials entrusted 
with representing the entire 
community. Disagreement is 
part of public service; intimi-
dation, harassment, and abuse 
are not.

Our city deserves leader-
ship that models profession-
alism, respect, and integrity. 
Anything less is unacceptable. 

The council must take 
these findings seriously and 
act decisively to ensure that 
all members are held to the 
same standards of conduct—
regardless of position or 
power.

Molleen Dupree-
Dominguez

San Leandro

Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone 
number, and must be under 300 words. Letters can be edited 
for clarity or length. Letters are the views of the author and 
not necessarily the views of the newspaper or its advertisers. 
E-mail letters to: letters@ebpublishing.com or send by mail 
to: The Editor, San Leandro Times, 2060 Washington Ave., 
San Leandro, CA 94577. 

LETTERS to the EDITOR

OPINION

Instead of Reform, 
It’s More Taxes

Editor,
San Leandro City Hall is 

once again asking residents to 
pay more and this time through 
a parcel tax. Despite their own 
polling showing what many of 
us already feel, we don’t trust 
how the city handles the money 
it already collects.

Residents overwhelmingly 
support police, fire, and basic 
city services. Which is not 
the issue, no, instead we are 
yet again asked to write what 
amounts to a blank check to 
a government that can’t even 
convince half its own voters 
that it spends responsibly.

According to the city’s 
2024 survey, confidence in 
how San Leandro manages 
public funds is basically split 
down the middle. They don’t 
want you to know the results of 
this survey. Because it wasn’t 
a green light for higher taxes 
back then and especially not 
now. It’s a red flag. Ask your-
self this, do you feel financially 
better or worse off today than 
back in 2024?

Meanwhile in the middle of 
rising rents, higher mortgages, 
higher utility bills, and grocery 
prices that seem to go up every 
month, City Council’s answer 

isn’t reform or accountability. 
It’s another forever tax. A tax 
that would hit each property, 
every year, forever, regardless 
if this City improves its perfor-
mance or not.

Let’s be honest about who 
really pays this. Renters will see 
it passed through in higher rents. 
Homeowners will feel it in their 
housing costs. There’s no such 
thing as a “painless” property 
tax — it always ends up coming 
out of family budgets.

What’s especially frus-
trating is that the city’s own 
polling shows voters aren’t 
unreasonable. People want 
strong oversight, independent 
audits, and real accountability 
before being asked for more 
money. But instead of repairing 
and earning our trust, City Hall 
is trying to raise taxes first and 
hope you forget the account-
ability part.

San Leandro deserves bet-
ter than another “just trust us” 
tax. Until the city proves it can 
manage the money it already 
has, voters should say no to 
any parcel tax in 2026.

Chris Langsdale
San Leandro

Reinstate Fletcher
Editor,

Thanks to our successful 
campaign to recall Pamela 
Price, the appointed County 
District Attorney has decided 
to drop all charges against San 
Leandro police officer Jason 
Fletcher, charges that should 
have never been brought up 
for officer Fletcher was doing 
his job of protecting the com-
munity. Now we have a Bob 
Bailey (Letters to the Editor, 
Jan. 8, 2026), who never found 
a criminal he doesn’t like, re-
gretting the decision.

Officer Fletcher should be 
reinstated with full pay and 
reparations. All those who 
pushed for his indictment 
should be sued for defamation 
of character against the officer, 
the police department, the City 
of San Leandro and its people. 
We must remember that the 
event happened in 2020 when 
the criminals trashed the city 
with the complicity of some 
council members and mayor, 
when the police were ordered 
to stand down.

The supporters of the crim-
inal resorted to actions of 
intimidation of the mayor, the 
city council and the citizens 
of San Leandro. They came to 
city council meetings, brought 
by former council member 
Celina Reynes, to disrupt meet-
ings. They also paraded on the 
former mayor’s porch, actions 
aimed at intimidation.

As a result the city council 
invited leaders of the NAACP 
to speak at city council meet-
ings where they painted the 
citizens of San Leandro as 
a bunch of racists, but the 
citizens were not allowed to 
intervene in the debate. The 
city’s streets were painted with 
the vandals’ slogan. It’s time 
for reparations. That monu-
ment that the city built to the 
criminal should be razed.

I tried to raise the same 
issue at the Jan. 5 meeting of 
the City Council but I was cut 
off  at less than 30 seconds into 
it. Some of the accomplices 
are still on the City Council. 
The federal government must 
send troops to the states run 
by Democrats and establish a 
caretaker government if they 
do not cooperate.

Leo T. West
San Leandro

“    All the work 
in practice is 
paying off.

— Arroyo forward 
Esteban Ibarra

The community remembered former Mayor Stephen 
Cassidy for his dedication to San Leandro.

PHOTO BY RUBEN BANUELOS

of the most personal reflec-
tions of the afternoon, tracing 
Stephen’s life from childhood 
through adulthood. He spoke 
of a brother who was intellec-
tually curious, principled, and 
willing to take on challenges. 
“You knew him in his best 
days,” Kevin Cassidy said. “I 
knew him for all his days.”

Cassidy’s record of civic 
involvement was a recurring 
theme. Before being elected 
mayor in 2010, he served 
on the San Leandro school 
board. He was mayor for four 
years and remained involved 
in public finance and com-
munity organizing afterward. 
He helped lead school bond 
and tax measures that brought 

hundreds of millions of dollars 
to local schools and infrastruc-
ture projects.

School board trustee Eve-
lyn Gonzalez credited Cassidy 
with playing a key role in rais-
ing more than $500 million for 
San Leandro schools. 

“He didn’t do this for rec-
ognition,” Gonzalez said. “He 
did it because he loved this 
community and wanted to 
make it better.”

Friends remembered Cas-
sidy as someone who was 
genuinely interested in peo-
ple. Gordon Galvin, a family 
friend, spoke about Cassidy’s 
passion for Irish history, art, 
and photography, and his ten-
dency to linger at events long 
after they ended simply to talk 

with others. 
“Stephen cared more about 

people than appearances,” 
Galvin said.

Cassidy’s influence ex-

tended beyond San Leandro. 
Newark Mayor Mike Ham-
mond spoke about Cassidy’s 
recent work as executive di-
rector of the Newark Cham-

ber of Commerce, where he 
helped rebuild the organiza-
tion and strengthen ties within 
the local business community. 

“Even in a short time, he 
showed us what thoughtful 
public service looks like,” 
Hammond said.

The service also acknowl-
edged Cassidy’s Irish heritage, 
including his appointment as 
Cassidy Clan Chieftain — the 
first American to hold the title 
— an honor that held special 
meaning for him and reflected 
his lifelong interest in history 
and family roots.

In closing, San Leandro 
Mayor Juan Gonzalez an-
nounced that the city will 
officially honor Cassidy by 
proclaiming May 14, 2026, as 

Stephen H. Cassidy Day. The 
proclamation recognizes his 
leadership and lasting contribu-
tions to education, the arts, civ-
ic engagement, and innovation.

Cassidy is survived by his 
wife, Amy, daughters Fiona 
and Mae, and an extended 
family. Throughout the ser-
vice, speakers emphasized not 
only his public accomplish-
ments, but also his devotion 
as a husband, father, brother, 
and friend.

While many noted that 
his life ended too soon, the 
afternoon made clear that 
Stephen H. Cassidy’s impact 
lives on — in the schools, the 
institutions he strengthened, 
and the people he inspired 
along the way.

quarter going on a 7-0 run. Pe-
rimeter scoring and fast break 
points got the Dons back into 
the game. Mt. Eden went into 
halftime holding a 34-22 lead.

“The refocus at halftime 
was to keep fighting the same 
way until the end,” said Dons 
forward Frank Miller. “We 
should have won this game.”

There was a visible refocus 
after the intermission as the 
Dons came back to take the 
lead at 27-26 with five minutes 
remaining in the third quarter 
when Esteban Ibarra made a 
basket. 

Ibarra led an Arroyo sec-
ond-half comeback with his 
team high 15 total points. 
Miller finished the game with 
11 points.

“All the work in practice is 
finally paying off for me.” said 
Arroyo forward Ibarra. 

The Dons extended their 
lead to 7 points in the fourth 
quarter. But Mt. Eden fought 
back and tied the game af-
ter Lorenzo Matienzo went 
2-for-2 on free throws with 10 
seconds left. 

Arroyo had one last chance 
to win the game but missed 
their shot and regulation time 
ended in a 49-49 tie to force 
one overtime period of four 
minutes. 

During the overtime period 
Arroyo and Mt. Eden fought 
back and forth until the final 
seconds. But the Monarchs 
won by one point after making 
several free throws.

“I definitely think we can 
go 9-1, because if we can go 
toe-to-toe with the league 
champs we can go with any-

one in this league,” said Miller. 
“We could potentially make a 
deep playoff run this season.”

With the loss Arroyo 
falls to 9-8 overall and 0-1 
in WACC Shoreline league 
play, but they still strive to 
go 9-1 in league and beat Mt. 
Eden on January 29 when they 
play again at the Monarchs in 
Hayward. 

Arroyo will host Tennyson 
this Friday, Jan. 23, at 7 p.m.

“I’m going to do anything 
I need to do to set up our 
guys for success,” said coach 
Clavin. “Building off this per-
formance and all the positives 
today will help up moving 
forward and when we play Mt. 
Eden again on the 29th we’ll 
be ready.”

SANLEANDROTIMES.COM

To advertise call
Claudette Morrison: 510-912-1490 or
Linda Nakhai: 510-915-1513
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