
“Evolving Framework for Collaborative Restoration” 
 
Idaho Forest Restoration Partnership 

Conference Agenda 
April 22-23, 2025 
Barber Park Education and Event Center 
4049 S Eckert Rd, Boise, Idaho 83716 

 

Tuesday, April 22nd 
 
Session I. Theme: A New Framework for Forest Management and Restoration 
 

10:00 a.m. Welcome  
●​ Dennis Becker, Dean, College of Natural Resources, University of Idaho  

 
10:15 a.m. Idaho Collaboratives & Partnerships  

●​ Scott Bedke, Lieutenant Governor 
 
10:45 a.m. Forest Service Regional, BLM, and State Leadership Report 

●​ Kelly Orr, Region 4 Deputy Regional Forester 
●​ Kristin Bail, Acting Region 1 Regional Forester 
●​ June Shoemaker, Idaho BLM Director 
●​ Julia Lauch, Idaho State Forester 
●​ Q&A – Moderated by Tera King, Idaho Forest Group 

 
12:00 p.m. Lunch 

 
Session II. Theme: Addressing Challenges and Moving Forward 

 

1:00 p.m. A Message from Senator Risch 

 
1:05 p.m. State, County, and Private Partnerships 

●​ Jon Songster, Good Neighbor Authority Bureau Chief 
●​ Jon Word, Nez Perce Clearwater Forest Supervisor 
●​ Andrew Saralecos, Nez Perce Tribe 
●​ Carol Walsh, Adams County Emergency Manager 

●​ Q&A – Moderated by Matthew Ward, The Nature Conservancy 
 



2:15 p.m. 2024 Wildfire Season: Lessons Learned 
●​  
●​ Q&A – Moderated by John Robison, The Idaho Conservation League 

  

3:15 p.m. Break 

 

3:30 p.m. Keynote Presentation with Q&A   
●​ Kristin Sleeper, Deputy Under Secretary Natural Resources & Environment 

 
4:30 p.m. Adjourn 

 
6:00 p.m. No Host Social at 10 Barrel Brewing 

 
 
Wednesday, April 23rd 

Session III. Theme: The Future of Collaboration 
 

8:30 a.m. Welcome & Keynote 
●​ Housekeeping and Day 1 Summary—Dennis Becker, Dean, College of Natural 

Resources, University of Idaho  
●​ Rethinking Collaborative Solutions with Jared Talley, Boise State University 

 
9:15 a.m. Collaborative Innovations  

●​ Panhandle Forest Coalition Representative, Alan Harper, Idaho Forest Group 
●​ Southwest Idaho All Lands Partnership, Ford Van Fossan, National Forest Foundation  
●​ Sawtooth Valley Wildland Fire Collaborative, Kathryn Grohusky, Sawtooth Society 
●​ Q&A – Moderated by John Robison, The Idaho Conservation League 

 

10:15 p.m. Break 

 
10:30 a.m. Collaborative Engagement in 2025 

●​ Jared Talley, Boise State University 
●​ An interactive discussion to share our messages to Forest Service leadership and 

define direction for the collaborative community. 
 

11:45 a.m. Closing Reflection 
●​ Dennis Becker, Dean, College of Natural Resources, University of Idaho  

 
12:00 p.m. Adjourn 


