CONFOUNDING THEM

John 9:1-41

I. DELIVERING THE BLIND MAN.  John 9:1-34

A. The Case. (9:1-5) 

1. It was a Difficult Case. (Verse 1) Our Lord Jesus encountered a man blind from birth, the only congenital disease recorded in the gospels. So, this man had never known sight.
2. It was a Debatable Case. (Verses 2-3a) The disciples asked, “who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?” Their debate was based on a false premise – that every infirmity is the direct result of an individual’s sin. Jesus corrected them, “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents…”
3. It was a Deliberate Case. (Verses 3b-5) Concerning this blind man, our Lord stated, “that the works of God should be made manifest in him.” So, God permitted his blindness. It was not punitive and it was not arbitrary. This blind man had a unique purpose – his healing was one of the miracles that confirmed Jesus Christ (Acts 2:22) as “the light of the world.” However, every individual is to glorify God even in weakness. Jesus said, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Who is to light the world in his absence? 
Acts 2:22, “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:”

Matthew 5:14, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.”
B. The Cure. (9:6-12) 

1. The Man Was Healed. (Verses 6-7) Our Lord “spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man…And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” We are not told why Jesus used the clay. On some other occasions, he merely spoke. The man “went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.” This was an obvious miracle of God. However, our Lord Jesus had violated the exaggerated Sabbath day laws of the Pharisees when he “made clay of the spittle.”
2. The Man Was Heard. (Verses 8-12) The blind man was healed! He was no longer blind and he was no longer a beggar. All of his acquaintances noticed and there was some confusion. “Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he.” All of this illustrates conversion. A man saved by grace is a changed man, his people can see the change and he testifies of the change. It is noteworthy that the man knew very little of Jesus – yet he was healed. Likewise, an individual can be regenerated by faith in Jesus Christ while understanding little of theology.
C. The Clash. (9:13-29) 

1. The Man’s Faith Was Attacked. (Verses 13-17) News of these events reached the Pharisees and they doubted the healing. Additionally, they attacked Jesus for not keeping the Sabbath. They said, “This man is not of God.”
2. The Man’s Family Was Attacked. (Verses 18-23) Next the Pharisees interrogated the man’s parents, “Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth he now see?” The parents identified their son and confirmed that he was born blind, but they could not positively explain his healing. Additionally, they understood the Pharisees’ tactics. They said, “he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself.”
3. The Man’s Friend Was Attached. (Verses 24-29) The Pharisees could not challenge the healing because of the parents’ testimony. However, they continued their accusations against Jesus Christ. They said, “Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner.” The healed man would not recant, “Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.” The confrontation was at an impasse. So, the Pharisees badgered the man repeating the same questions. This common man profoundly said, “I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples?” This offended the Pharisees and they reviled him, claiming Moses’ authority.
D. The Conclusion. (9:30-34) 

1. The Logic of the Healed Man. (Verses 30-33) The healed man had been a beggar with no status in the community, but he was not intimidated by these Pharisees with all of their religious trappings. And even though he had little knowledge of the Lord Jesus, his response silenced them. He first presented a general truth, “Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.” The simple truth is that a man cannot approach God on his own terms. Yet there is a glaring ignorance of this truth in the world today! Secondly, he stated obvious fact, “Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind.” Then he presented the logical conclusion, “If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.”
2. The Loathing of the Hebrew Masters. (Verse 34) In their frustration, the Pharisees resorted to their usual practice. They were completely unable to refute this man’s logic. So, they put him in his place questioning his spiritual authority. They attacked him again, “Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us?” Finally, they cast him out of the synagogue. Apply Matthew 5:11.
Matthew 5:11, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.”

II. DEFENDING THE BLIND MAN.  John 9:35-41

A. How Jesus Exonerated His Friend. (9:35-38) The healed man was  “cast out” by men, but he was not forsaken by God (Hebrews 13:5).  Jesus found him and said, “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” The man said, “Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?” Then Jesus revealed himself and the man said, “Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.”
B. How Jesus Exposed His Foes. (9:39-41) The purpose of the First Advent is judgment in that all men will be judged by the gospel of Jesus Christ. Some Pharisees overheard our Lord’s statement in verse thirty-nine and asked, “Are we blind also?” He responded, “If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.” It is a far greater sin to resist the will of God than to be ignorant of it. The Pharisees willfully rejected the Lord Jesus Christ and they influenced the people of Judea. The result was a blindness that has existed for approximately two thousand years.
Revelation 5:12, “Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.”

Matthew 23:14, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.”

Romans 11:25, “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.”
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