THE TABLE

Luke 22:1-38


I. THE LAST PASSOVER.  Luke 22:1-18

A. The Date. (22:1) The Passover to Jewish nationalism is comparable to our Independence Day. It marks the liberation of a nation, but it is more. The Passover has tremendous spiritual significance because of God’s covenant relationship with Israel. So, from the fourteenth day to the twenty-first day of the first month (Nisan) the Jews observe the Passover and the accompanying Feast of Unleavened Bread. On the given day, three hundred thousand lambs would be sacrificed in Judea.   
B. The Devil. (22:2-6)

1. The Foes of Jesus. (22:2) The “chief priests and scribes” hated our Lord Jesus because he had repudiated “the tradition of the elders.” They “sought how they might kill him,” but they had a major problem. Jesus Christ was very popular with the general populace whom they feared.
2. The Fall of Judas. (22:3-6) “Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve.” Judas was Judean and our Lord’s treasurer, but he was a thief (John 12:6). He was probably disillusioned with the spiritual aspect of the kingdom (Luke 17:20) as well as the prospect of bearing one’s cross. Judas decided to cash in and get out. Luke records, “Then entered Satan into Judas.” He struck a deal with the enemies of our Lord Jesus and sold out to Satan.
Luke 17:20, “And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:”

C. The Decision. (22:7-13) 

1. What the Lord Resolved. (22:7-8) The “day of unleavened bread” arrived and our Lord sent Peter and John to prepare for the Passover. 
2. What the Lord Revealed. (22:9-11) The Lord gave Peter and John specific and unusual instructions. They were to find a man carrying a water pitcher and then they were to follow him to the house. The “goodman of the house” would make all of the provisions. 
3. What the Lord Received. (22:12-13) Evidently there were believers in Jerusalem who gave generously to our Lord. The “goodman” accommodated our Lord and his disciples. He provided a private room as well as the wine and unleavened bread with the cups and bitter herbs. The Upper Room was considered the best room in the house.
D. The Desire. (22:14-18) The “hour was come.” This hour had been coming since God clothed Adam and Eve with “coats of skins.” Note that our Lord desired to gather his people to himself before his death. He now desires to gather them together before his Second Advent. Jesus said, “I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” See also Matthew 26:29. This ended the significance of the Old Testament observance of the Passover because Jesus Christ is the final sacrifice for all. 
John 2:4, “Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.”

Matthew 26:29, “But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

1 Corinthians 5:7, “Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:”
II. THE LAST PROVISION. Luke 22:19-20

A. His Body. (22:19) Our Lord ended the old and established the new. He instituted a new ordinance which the church has observed for two-thousand years and will continue until he appears. It’s the Lord Supper (1 Corinthians 11:20). “And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.” Consider his words, “he took bread…he gave thanks…he broke…he said, this is my body.” Our Lord Jesus gave thanks for the breaking of his body! See John 15:13.
B. His Blood. (22:20) “This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.” The unleavened bread represents his body and the new wine illustrates his blood. Redemption is available because of our Lord’s blood atonement.
Hebrews 12:2, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

John 15:13, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”

1 Peter 1:19-20, “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,”

Revelation 1:5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,”
III. THE LAST PROTESTS. Luke 22:21-38

A. The Disclosure. (22:21-23) During the supper Jesus announced, “behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on the table.” This was startling because Jesus was surrounded by his closest followers. Incredibly, no one suspected Judas. They all began to inquire, “Lord is it I?” Judas also inquired, “Master, is it I?” See Matthew 26:22-25. Judas ignored the Lord’s “woe.” He acted of his own will, but his betrayal was no mystery to the foreknowledge of God (Verse 22). Compare Acts 2:23.
Acts 2:23, “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:”

B. The Dispute. (22:24-30) The disciples began to argue at this solemn moment. “And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.” This had been addressed earlier (Luke 9:46), but it came up again. Their behavior demonstrated the spirit of antichrist and the sin of Lucifer. See Isaiah 14:14 and Luke 4:7. Our Lord patiently taught them, “For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth.” Then our Lord told them of true greatness in the coming kingdom.
C. The Deceiver. (22:31-34) “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:” Peter was unaware of the intensity of the trial he was about to face. He sincerely said, “Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death.” However, he would deny the Lord thrice. Peter was a leader among the disciples and a particular target for Satan.
D. The Dispensation. (22:35-38) Our Lord reminded his disciples of their previous mission (Matthew 10, Luke 9) and his provision. They remembered. “Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.” They had been sent on a temporary mission, “But now” they were about to enter their permanent life-long mission. Things would be different and preparation would be necessary.
Matthew 10:5, “These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
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