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Beekeeper Paula Breen got started after a swarm of bees landed in her backyard. Now she supplies her neighbors 
with honey.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAULA BREEN 

Gardener Lets the Bees Do the Work

Skywest Golf Course in Hay-
ward was scheduled to close in 
September, but the coronavirus 
pandemic has brought on its 
demise a little sooner. Skywest 
in now closed for good.

All golf courses were closed 
by the state pandemic shutdown 
in March. Golf courses were 
allowed to reopen in May but 
Skywest remained closed. 

The Hayward Area Recre-
ation Department (HARD) runs 
Skywest Golf Course, along with 
Mission Hills Golf Course in 
Hayward. The golf course prop-
erty is on Hayward  Airport land, 
owned by the City of Hayward. 
HARD has been running the golf 
course since 1975. 

The golf course, which bor-
ders San Lorenzo, closed due 
to a downturn in golfing and the 
course losing about $1 million 
a year. 

“In analyzing the fiscal im-
pacts, especially with the impact 
by Covid, it would not be a wise 
feasible decision to use resources 
for the golf course that is not go-
ing to be re-opened by HARD,” 
said HARD spokesperson Jacqui 
Diaz.

Skywest Golf Course sits on 
the northern part of Hayward 
Airport property. It’s right next 
to a San Lorenzo neighborhood 
where residents enjoy the golf 
course’s open space and its public 

Course next to San Lorenzo 
closes earlier than expected 

path for walking. 
Neighbors began to wonder 

about the golf course, since it 
seemed abandoned. Diana Tor-
res, whose backyard overlooks 

Going out? Make sure you 
take and wear a mask. 

As of last Friday, Californians 
are required to wear a face-cov-
ering in high-risk settings such as 
standing in line for the grocery 
store, driving with passengers, or 
waiting for the bus.

Governor Gavin Newsom 
issued a more stringent order 
saying he was seeing too many 
people with faces uncovered 
in places where they should be 
wearing an appropriate mask.

The new mandate came after 
the state recorded a single-day 
high of 4,411 new cases last 
Wednesday. This past Saturday, 
hospitalizations in California 

A swarm of bees landed in Paula Breen’s 
yard a few years ago and she did something 
about it. 

She got into the honey business. 
Her neighbors don’t mind. They’re some 

of her best customers, buying bottles of her 
Sweet Serendipity Honey. 

“It was serendipitous that the bees 

landed in our yard, so that’s where I got the 
name,” Breen says. 

Breen got into beekeeping by accident, 
but she doesn’t recommend doing it that 
way. She says you should learn about it first.

“There’s a tremendous amount to learn 
to be successful,” said the Broadmoor neigh-
borhood resident. “What we did, I would not 
recommend. I would advise people to read 
a book or two, and get in touch with the 

Alameda County Beekeepers Association.” 
But Breen learned as she went along 

with the help of her husband, who’s an 
avid gardener. 

“He helps me with the bees and I help 
him with the gardening,” said Breen, a 
case worker at the Kaiser Hospital in San 
Leandro. 

Bees produce a good amount of honey 
see BEES, page 4

A group of around 60 young 
people marched from City Hall 
to Mayor Pauline Cutter’s house 
on Monday evening to protest the 
police killing of Steven Taylor 
and call for disbanding the police 
department. 

The group gathered on the 
street in front of the mayor’s 
house and took turns speaking 
over a microphone through porta-
ble speakers carried on a wagon. 

Many of the speakers criti-

By Jim Knowles
San Leandro Times

Protest Sets Up Stage on Mayor’s Front Porch
cized the mayor for not paying 
enough attention to the death 
of Steven Taylor and not doing 
enough to reform the police de-
partment. Some of the speakers 
said that when they say defund 
the police, they mean to com-
pletely disband the police. 

The group was made up of 
mostly teens and 20s. One speak-
er in his early 30s said he was the 
old guy of the group. 

Young people for police reform marched to the mayor’s house.
PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES
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Huey Dewey

Join the San Leandro Pub-
lic Library Summer Reading 
Program from home. Visit the 
library’s website at www.sanlean
drolibrary.org to learn more and 

sign up. Log your reading online 
or print out a reading log to keep 
track of your reading. Children, 
teens, and adults can participate 
in this fun program.

Join the Summer 
Reading Program

The deadline for public com-
ment has been extended to Friday, 
June 26, for public input on cur-
rent plans for adapting the local 
shoreline to rising sea levels.

Sea levels are anticipat-
ed to continue rising in San 
Francisco Bay and globally, a 
climate-change phenomenon 
caused by the warming of oceans 

Comment On Local Sea Level Rise Plan

and increased melting of land-
based ice such as glaciers and 
ice sheets. 

The East Bay Regional Park 
District, Hayward Area Recre-
ation District (HARD) and the 
City of Hayward are jointly seek-
ing comment on strategies for 
adapting the Hayward shoreline 
to these rising levels.

Under consideration are strat-
egies that would structurally alter 
the bay edge through a combina-
tion of nature-based designs, like 
gravel beaches and tidal-marsh 
restoration, and engineered strat-

egies, like levee improvements 
and tide gates.

The nature-based approaches 
seek to enhance protective eco-
logical features of the shoreline, 
while engineered solutions would 
aim to reduce risk to critical 
shoreline infrastructure, such as 
Hayward’s wastewater treatment 
plant, the Hayward-San Mateo 
Bridge, the Bay Trail and the 
Hayward Shoreline Interpretive 
Center.

To learn more, go online to 
www.haywardshorelinemaster-
plan.com.  

A nature-based design would alter the edge of the bay. 
TIMES FILE PHOTO

Friday deadline to comment on Hayward Shoreline

The Pets of the Week at the 
Hayward Animal shelter are 
sibling kittens, Huey and Dewey.

Five-month-old Huey and 
Dewey like wrestling and eating 
treats. They’re also learning 
that they enjoy having their fur 

stroked. 
They’re initially a bit shy but 

they’re coming around quickly 
with a little patience and TLC. 

To adopt Huey and/or Dewey, 
call the Hayward Animal Shelter 
at 510-293-7200.
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Meeting
ScheduleS
■ CITY COUNCIL
Council meets on the first and third 
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. in
City Council Chambers, City Hall, 
835 E. 14th St., San Leandro
For more information, call the 
City Clerk at 577-3367.

■ SAN LEANDRO 
SCHOOL BOARD

Board meets on the second Tuesday
of each month at 7 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers, City Hall, 
835 E. 14th St., San Leandro.
For more information, call
Michelle Mayfield at 667-3522.

Fred Zehnder
Editor and Publisher
 

Jim Knowles
Managing Editor
jimk@ebpublishing.com

Steve Schaefer
Auto Editor

Contributing Writers
Buzz Bertolero
Carl Medford
Linda Sandsmark

D I D  YO U  K N OW
4 of 5 students would encourage 
others to attend Chabot College.

Invest in 

Register Today
www.chabotcollege.edu

Lovewell Team
(#00689931 & #01912817)

“Lovewell Team” is a dynamic,
award-winning Real Estate team
Call 510-351-5555 or visit us at

www.Lovewellteam.com
— A team you can love and trust —

Re/Max Accord Castro Valley

Happy Summer! 
Stay safe and healthy!

CREDIT

1900 E. 14th St. • San Leandro 
357-3000

47
Years

Experience

EASY LAYAWAY & FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.Duprees-Furniture.com

“Make your house a Dupree’s home”

Store Re-Opened
WE’RE BACK!

New Hours
Tuesday - Saturday

10am - 5pm
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The Oakland Aviation Mu-
seum is open to the public for 
outdoor viewing only, Wednes-
day through Sunday, from 10 
a.m to 4 p.m. Indoor exhibits will 

Aviation Museum Opens Outdoor Exhibits
remain closed until the current 
restrictions are lifted. 

The museum is located at the 
Oakland Airport’s North Field, 
8252 Earhart Road in Oakland, 

just off Doolittle Drive. Visitors 
can view famous aircraft, in-
cluding the A-3 Skywarrior, A-7 
Corsair, a Harrier jump jet, or a 
MiG-15. 

The Oakland Aviation Museum is open for outdoor viewing Wednesday through Sunday.
PHOTO COURTESY OAKLAND AVIATION MUSEUM 

As the Fourth of July ap-
proaches, the San Leandro Police 
Department reminded residents 
that all fireworks are illegal in 
San Leandro. 

The police department said 
it will increase its patrols at 
parks and all around the city as 
Independence Day approaches, 
in order to ensure a safe and 
enjoyable holiday for everyone. 

All fireworks, even the 
“safe and sane” type are il-
legal to possess and use in 
San Leandro, said the police 
department in a press release. 
Violators are subject to the 
confiscation of their fireworks, 
citation or arrest.

Marina Park will be open 
during the day on July 4, but 
will close at 6 p.m.  Patrons of 
the Monarch Bay golf course, El 
Torito and Horatio's restaurants, 
and the Marina Inn hotel will be 
allowed access to those business-
es and restaurants.

The police department also 
reminded residents:

• Dogs in parks and public 
places are required to be on a 

leash no longer than 6 feet in 
length.  Violators are subject to 
citation.

• Open alcoholic beverages 
are prohibited in public places 
and city parks.  Violators are 
subject to citation or arrest.

• For those without designat-
ed picnic area reservations, single 
picnic tables at the Marina Park 

Fireworks Illegal in San 
Leandro, Police Remind Public

will be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.  

San Leandro police will part-
ner with other local law enforce-
ment agencies and the Alameda 
County Fire Department and 
work together on the enforcement 
of illegal fireworks violations, 
making San Leandro safe for 
everyone.

 
  

 
 

 

CURBSIDE RECYCLING OF USED OIL & FILTERS FOR 
CUSTOMERS 

Alameda County Industries 
(510) 357-7282 

 
Waste Management of Alameda County 

(510) 613-8710 
 

CALL FOR CONTAINERS & FILTER BAGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONTAMINATED OIL 
Alameda County Household Hazardous Waste  

(800) 606-6606 
www.household-hazwaste.org 

City of San Leandro Recycling Program • www.RecycleSanLeandro.org • (510) 577-6026 

O’Reilly Auto Parts 
2396 E. 14th St 
San Leandro, CA 94577 
(510) 352-7014 
 
Oil Changer        
1700 E. 14th St 
San Leandro, CA 94577 
(510) 895-5249 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Auto Zone  
14850 E. 14th St 
San Leandro, CA 94578 
(510) 351-4718 
 
Jiffy Lube  
15015 Hesperian Blvd 
San Leandro, CA 94578 
(510) 278-5844 
 
Pep Boys  
14845 E. 14th St 
San Leandro, CA 94578 
(510) 895-9200 
 

RECYCLE USED MOTOR OIL & FILTERS 

UUSSEEDD  OOIILL  FFIILLTTEERRSS  AACCCCEEPPTTEEDD  

Funded by  

RREECCYYCCLLEE  UUSSEEDD  
MMOOTTOORR  OOIILL  &&  FFIILLTTEERRSS  
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The Hayward City Council 
approved last week a third set 
of pay reductions and changes 
in compensation agreements 
with city workers to save money 
amid declines in city revenue 
stemming from the COVID-19 
public health emergency.

The latest compensation 
changes were agreed to with 
workers represented by the Ser-
vice Employees International 
Union (SEIU) Local 1021 and 
Hayward Association of Man-
agement Employees (HAME). 
The changes are projected to 
save up to $691,448 in wage and 
benefit costs in the 2021 fiscal 
year, which starts July 1.  

Across all city operating 
funds, the changes could save 
nearly $1.2 million in fiscal year 
2021.

The reductions approved 
include up to 55 hours of unpaid 
furloughs for workers repre-
sented by SEIU and 80 hours of 
furlough for HAME-represented 
management level employees.

Reductions are being sought 
in response to steep declines in 
key city revenues, notably sales 
tax dollars.

The general fund pays for 
basic municipal services, such 
as police, fire-fighting, 911 re-
sponse, libraries, maintenance 

of public spaces, and adminis-
tration of general governmental 
operations and programs.  The 
general fund reserve helps get 
through cyclical fluctuations in 
expenses and revenues, meeting 
unanticipated needs and to draw 
on in times of emergency.

Revenue declines are expect-
ed to continue in fiscal year 2021. 
City Manager Kelly McAdoo 
sent two formal proposals to each 
city employee bargaining unit 
asking that all workers accept 
80 hours of furloughs or forego 
scheduled July 1 pay increases.

On May 19, the council ap-
proved the first Covid-19 cost 
saving agreements—with Hay-
ward firefighters, Fire Depart-
ment managers and the city 
manager, saving a combined 
$487,215 in fiscal year 2021. 
The mayor and council members 
also voted to cut their own pay 
and expense budgets to save an 
additional $11,800.

On May 26, the council ap-
proved a second set of changes 
in compensation agreements and 
pay reductions with city depart-
ment heads and other executives, 
police department captains and 
other employees not represented 
by organized bargaining units 
worth $273,000 in savings for 
fiscal year 2021.

Hayward Okays
Pay Reductions

Bees: Amazing insects are good workers 
continued from front page

Breen takes care of the bees in her back yard where each hive has its own distinct 
flavor of honey.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAULA BREEN 

“    What we 
did I would not 
recommend. I 
would advise 
people to read.

— Paula Breen

Masks: People with 
no symptoms can still 
spread the disease 
continued from front page

see MASKS, page 11 

in an urban landscaped area 
where a lot of people have flowers 
in their gardens, Breen said. Bees 
use their honey for nutrition and 
to make wax. 

Breen learned that you don’t 
take any of the honey the first 
year to let the bees get a foot-
hold. And then you take a certain 
amount, but not too much. 

Breen has been stung a few 
times, as all beekeepers have, but 
she says you learn to sense how 
the bees are feeling. 

“You do get stung from time 
to time, usually because I put my 
hand in the wrong place,” she 
said. “If they fly out at you, it’s 
sort of a warning. You can hear it 
to. You use all your senses – sight, 
hearing, smelling, feeling … and 
tasting, that’s the best part.” 

Each hive has its own distinct 
flavor of honey, Breen said. 

“You can have two hives, 
side by side in the spring and 
they taste different. It’s pretty 
remarkable,” she said. 

Unfortunately, the Alameda 
County Fair won’t be held this 
year. That’s a popular place for 
beekeepers to present their honey 
and enter the contests. 

But Breen has kept her honey 
business going during the pan-
demic, after making adjustments. 
Most people know about Sweet 
Serendipity Honey by word of 
mouth. 

She’s no longer doing tastings 
at her house on Cambridge Ave-
nue during the pandemic. People 
usually text her and she sanitizes 
the jars and puts them out to be 
picked up. For the elderly and 
other high risk people, she deliv-

ers to them. 
It’s work keeping the bee 

hives going. For one thing, there’s 
a mite that can get into a hive and 
kill all the bees. 

“You have to be on top of it 
or the whole colony will die,” 
Breen said. 

When a mite infestation gets 
bad enough there are ways to 
treat it. Breen uses an organic 
treatment, an acid in the right 
concentration to kill the mites, 
but not the bees.

Honey bees are not going ex-
tinct because they’re essential to 
agriculture, Breen said. But some 
native bees and other pollinators 

don’t have the benefit of people 
propping them up. 

Breen said people can help 
the bees and other pollinators by 
planting flowers in their yards and 
not using chemicals. Insecticides 
used on some insects also kill the 

beneficial bugs. 
Wasps, lady bugs and preying 

mantises are good because they 
are predators who keep down the 
population of other insects, she 
said. Sometimes the pest popu-
lation explodes because someone 
has taken out the predator insects. 
And then they use more chemi-
cals and it just makes it worse. 

“Wasps do a lot of good in 
a garden,” Breen said. “They 
eat a lot of the insects that are a 
problem.”

Sweet Serendipity Honey can 
be reached at 510-900-9291 or 
email  sweetserendipityhoney@
gmail.com.

reached a record high of 3,574.
A growing body of scientific 

research has shown that people 
with no or few symptoms of 
Covid-19 can still spread the 
disease. State health officials say 
wearing face coverings, com-
bined with physical distancing 
and frequent hand washing will 
reduce the spread.

“Science shows that face 
coverings and masks work,” 
said Newsom. “They are critical 
to keeping those who are around 
you safe, keeping businesses 
open, and restarting our econ-
omy.”

If you are caught ignoring the 
new rule, you may find yourself 

with a misdemeanor charge and 
possibly a fine.

Face coverings can be simple 
and homemade of cloth, fabric, or 
other soft or permeable  material 
without holes, that covers the 
nose and mouth.

Alameda County Health Of-
ficer Dr. Erica Pan last week 
explained that a person engaged 
in walking, hiking, bicycling, 
running, and other physical ac-
tivities is not required to wear a 
face-covering during the entire 
duration of their activity, but that 
person must carry a face covering 
that is easy to access so they can 
wear it once they are within 30 
feet of other people.

•  Free Pregnancy Tests
•  Volunteer Opportunities
•  Medical Referrals
•  Housing Referrals
•  Free Maternity / Baby Clothes (as available)
•  Friendship for Life
1048 GRANT AVENUE  •  SAN LORENZO  •  510-481-9677

Check us out at:  www.birthrightofsanlorenzo.com
Text and Email: info@birthrightofsanlorenzo.com

24-HOUR HELPLINE
1-800-550-4900

WE BELIEVE: “It is the right of every 
pregnant woman to give birth… and 
the right of every child to be born.”

A non-profit CRISIS PREGNANCY CENTER 
helping women to identify life-affirming
resources and receive guidance in planning
for her and her baby’s future.
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LIFESTYLE

SUMMER SALADS
The long, hot days of summer 

have finally arrived in the 
East Bay. So what could be  

more welcome than a crisp garden 
salad?
 Depending on the ingredients, 
salads may be the main course of a 
meal or one of its accompaniments. 
You’re sure to find a favorite among 
one of these.

BASIC FRESH
GARDEN SALAD

4 large handfuls of mixed
  garden lettuce and herbs,
  with equal amounts of red 
  leaf lettuce and oak leaf
  lettuce, plus chervil if
  desired
2 to 3 tablespoons red wine
  vinegar
1/2 cup virgin olive oil
Salt and pepper
 Wash and dry lettuces and salad 
herbs. Mix 2 to 3 tablespoons red 
wine vinegar and virgin olive oil. 
Season to taste with salt and pepper. 
Toss salad with enough vinaigrette 
to lightly coat. Makes 4 servings.

JULIENNED 
VEGETABLE SALAD

8 cups shredded lettuce
1 cup julienned carrots
1 cup julienned celeriac
1 cup julienned jicama
1 cup julienned radishes
1 cup julienned green
  pepper
1/2 cup olive oil
3 tablespoons rice vinegar
1 tablespoon fresh oregano,
  minced
1 tablespoon fresh marjoram,
  minced
Salt, pepper
 Heap shredded lettuce in center 
of 4 salad plates. Arrange carrots, 
celeriac, jicama, radishes and green 
pepper spoke-fashion over lettuce.
 Combine minced oregano and 
marjoram with oil and vinegar, 
shaking to blend well. Season to 
taste with salt and pepper. Serve 
on the side with salads. Serves 4.

COBB SALAD

1/2 head iceberg lettuce
1/2 bunch watercress
1 small bunch curly endive
1/2 head romaine
2 tablespoons minced
  chives
2 medium tomatoes, peeled,

  seeded and diced
1 whole chicken breast,
  cooked, boned, skinned
  and diced
6 strips bacon, cooked,
  diced
1 avocado, peeled, diced
3 hard-cooked eggs, diced
1/2 cup Blue Cheese, crum-
  bled
Special French Dressing 
 Chop lettuce, watercress, endive 
and romaine in very fine pieces, 
using knife or food processor. Mix 
together in large wide bowl. Add 
chives. Arrange tomatoes, chicken, 
bacon, avocado and eggs in narrow 
strips or wedges across top of 
greens. Sprinkle with cheese. Chill
 At serving time, toss with 1/2 
cup Special French Dressing. Pass 
around remaining dressing. Makes 
6 servings.

Special
French Dressing

1/4 cup water
1/4 cup red wine vinegar
1/4 teaspoon sugar
1-1/2 teaspoons lemon juice
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon black pepper
1/2 teaspoon Worcestershire
  sauce
3/4 teaspoon dry mustard
1/2 clove garlic, minced
1/4 cup olive oil
3/4 cup vegetable oil 
 Combine water, vinegar, sugar, 
lemon juice, salt, pepper, Worces-
tershire, mustard, garlic and oils. 
Chill. Shake well before using. 
Makes about 1-1/2 cups.

HOT
SPINACH SALAD

3/4 pound bacon, diced
3 pounds spinach, washed,
  dried and stemmed
1 small onion, chopped
1/3 cup red wine vinegar

Juice of 1-1/2 lemons
4 teaspoons prepared yellow
   mustard
1/2 cup sugar
1/4 teaspoon Worcestershire
  sauce
 Place spinach leaves in 
bowl.  Cook bacon in skillet over 
medium heat until crisp. Remove 
bacon from skillet with slotted 
spoon. Drain on paper towels and 
set aside.
 Add onion to drippings in skillet 
and cook until transparent, 3 to 4 
minutes. Add vinegar, lemon juice, 
mustard, sugar and Worces-tershire 
sauce and blend well.  
 Quickly pour over spinach and 
toss lightly. Sprinkle with reserved 
bacon. Serves 6 to 8.

CHINESE
CHICKEN SALAD

1 (6-3/4 ounce) package rice
  sticks
Oil for deep frying
3 cups diced shredded
  cooked chicken
1 head lettuce, chopped
6 tablespoons toasted and
  sliced almonds
Dressing (recipe follows)
 Deep-fry rice sticks, small hand-
ful at a time, in hot oil for a few 
seconds or until sticks rise to sur-
face and puff.
 Combine chopped lettuce, 
cooked rice sticks, chicken and 
nuts in large bowl. Add Dressing 
to taste and toss. Serves 6.

Dressing

2 cups mayonnaise
1-1/4 teaspoons Worcester-
  shire sauce
2 teaspoons soy sauce
2 teaspoons oil
1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon
  prepared mustard
1/8 teaspoon lemon juice

 Combine all ingredients, blend-
ing well. Yields  2 cups.

GARDEN
VEGETABLE-RAISIN

SALAD

1/2 cup olive oil
3 tablespoons lemon juice
2 tablespoons chopped
  fresh basil leaves
1/2 teaspoon black pepper
4 lettuce leaves
1 cup shredded zucchini
1 cup shredded carrots
1 cup shredded beats
3/4 cup raisins
 Combine olive oil, lemon juice, 
basil and pepper in jar. Shake well 
to mix.
 Arrange lettuce leaves on four 
serving plates. Arrange shredded 
zucchini, carrots and beats evenly 
among plates and top with raisins. 
Drizzle with dressing. Serves 4. 

CROSSWORD  ANSWERS

Unity Church of San Leandro
P.O. Box 2018, San Leandro, 94577

.

SUNDAY 11:11 A.M.

• We emphasize spirituality more than religion.
• We believe there are many paths to God.
• We show you how to transform your life through
 practical spiritual principles.
• Everyone is welcome.
www.unitysanleandro.org

Spiritual, but not religious?
Watch 11:11am Live-stream at  

unitysanleandro.org or on Facebook Live

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 

The Entire line of
New Chapter

Products

June

2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro

For Less than a 
Penny Per Paper 
You Can Promote 
Your Business.

To advertise call
Linda Nakhai: 510-915-1513

Claudette Morrison: 510-912-1490
Mary Florence: 510-861-3270

Coldwell Banker • 510-851-3551 • www.LauriePfohl.com
Realtor Associate Since 1984 

Laurie Pfohl    CRS • DRE # 00866660
LauriePfohl@gmail.com

1112 Dutton Avenue

2070 Hillside Circle   
San Leandro

Asking $545,000 2 bed 1 
bath 680 sf approx. 
All remodeled. Detached  
bonus room. https://www.
homecb.com/1112-dut-
ton-avenue/2401355

$860,000 3 bed 2 bath 
1,733 sf approx. Fantastic  
Bay-O-Vista on circular  
court. https://www.
homecb.com/2070hillside-
circle-sanleandro

Available by Appointment
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REAL ESTATE GALLERYREAL ESTATE GALLERY
REAL ESTATE REALITY

GUEST COMMENTARYBy Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

hile some have com-
pared the cataclysmic 
effects of COVID-19 
to a natural disaster, 

in reality, it is the opposite. 
 In the case of an earthquake, 
flood, hurricane or other disaster, 
dwellings are usually destroyed. 
The Coronavirus, on the other 
hand, while deeply impacting 
our nation’s economy and our 
personal lives, has not physically 
affected our properties. What it 
has done, however, is shift our 
perceptions about how we think 
about “home.”
 Our residences have histori-
cally been the places to which 
we retreat when done with the 
activities of the day. Whether 
work, school, play or other 
pursuits, the perception has been 
that we do the important stuff 
somewhere “out there” and then 
head home when done. 
 COVID-19 has dumped that 
idea on its head. As an example, 
whereas working from homes 
used to be a privilege enjoyed 
by a select few, many companies 

Home Is Where the Action Is
W have been forced to reevaluate 

the practice in light of data re-
versing previously held beliefs.
 Sharon Koifman, COE at 
DistantJob.com, a remote work 
recruiting firm that sources 
globally, states, “Before the 
pandemic hit, remote working 
was more of a niche that worked 
really well for those who did 
it, but most larger corporations 
were afraid of disconnecting 
from their offices.” 
 She reiterates, “However, 
since being ordered to shelter 
in place, many are finding it’s 
much better than they feared, 
and managers are changing their 
tunes on the practice, including 
major companies.”
 In fact, her research reveals 
that productivity and profitability 
both increased with workers 
sheltered-in-place during the 
crisis. 
 Major companies such as 
Google, Nationwide Insurance, 
Morgan Stanley and Barclays 
have all announced plans to 
increase remote work. It’s also 

good for the environment as less 
congested freeways mean fewer 
emissions hitting the atmo-
sphere. 
 With workers not having 
to endure long commutes, the 
actual time spent working has 
increased. Companies are also 
discovering that the pool of 
exceptional talent expands dra-
matically if employees are not 
required to commute to a central 
location and can, in fact, live 
almost anywhere. 
 It is affecting real estate as 
well: as an example, our team 
currently has a member living in 
Oregon, another in Florida and 
four in the Philippines. Clients 
have also told us they love the 
convenience of online meetings.
 While there will always be a 
need for “boots-on-the-ground,” 
COVID-19 is metamorphosing 
the way we view our homes 
from “home is where our heart 
is” to “home is where the action 
is.”
 Carl Medford is a licensed Re-
altor with Keller Williams Realty 
and a licensed general contrac-
tor. This article is sponsored by 
the Central County Marketing 
Association.

I’m in love with 
Alstroemeria and now 
have four plants. I 
want to share them 

with a few friends, so when is 
the best time to divide them? 

Alstroemeria is often 
called the Peruvian Lil-
ly, named after a Swede 
who collected seeds 

during a trip to South America. 
 He introduced them to Eu-
rope in the eighteenth-century, 
where they have been popular 
ever since as a cut flower. 
Today, the improved varieties 
are now being planted in Bay 
Area gardens and grown in 
containers. 
 Alstroemeria has a striking 
range of colors and a long flow-
ering season from spring to late 
autumn; hence its popularity 
with today’s gardeners. It grows 
in all kinds of soils as long as 
it’s well-drained, so you need to 
be generous when amending our 

clay soil. 
 Typically, Alstroemeria flow-
ers 10 to 15 weeks after being 
planted. They bloom well for 
three to four years, after which 
the stems begin to thin. This is 
when you should start to think 
about dividing the plants. 
 The plants are slow to 
reestablish themselves, so you 
don’t separate them early. They 
should be divided in the late fall 
through April. 
 Handle the divisions carefully 
when transplanting as the roots 
or rhizomes are brittle. 
 The foliage should be cut 

back to six to eight inches 
above the ground about 10 days 
to two weeks before dividing. 
When you dig up the rhizomes, 
make sure you get all the roots 
and the growing points as 
the rhizomes grow twelve to 
fifteen inches deep. It would 
help if you got 20 to 25 useful 
rhizomes from a mature plant. 
 Buzz Bertolero is an Ad-
vanced  California Certified 
Nursery Professional. The Dirt 
Gardener’s website is www.
dirtgardener.com and questions 
can be sent by email to buzz@
dirtgardener.com.

By Buzz Bertolero
Special to the Times

Q

A

Divide Alstroemeria in Late Fall
BUZZ BERTOLERO

THE
DIRT

GARDENER
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Dear Business Owner;Dear Business Owner;
Are you one of those Business Owners who 

are now driving much less than before?
Your insurance needs an overhaul.
I am an insurance agent with 30+ years of 
experience who works for you, not the  
Insurance Company. Please give me a 
call so we can go over your insurance,  

you will be glad you did.
Sincerely, Ustun Inan    510-314-0232

PS. If I am with another client, please leave your 
name and phone and I will get back to you

Sales ~ Property Management ~ Leasing

581 E. 14th St.  •  San Leandro  •  632-1234
www.deadrich.com CBRE #00360465

(510) 326-4263

“Realtors in Motion”
Ballroom Dancers

“The Agents with the Visual Tours”

Visit us @
www.ListedbyAntonio.com

R.E. eBroker Inc. • A Virtual Real Estate Brokerage

Sam & Jessica
Medina

510.481.8400

“Your Neighbor & Realtor!”

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT &

REAL ESTATE SALES

DRE #01838297

Nasser Haghighi
510-415-1612

“San Leandro Resident Since 1976”
nasserhag@att.net

“Integrity, Experience, Results”“Integrity, Experience, Results”

BRE# 01221481

Alliance Bay RealtyAlliance Bay Realty

SOLD - $950,000
25571 Foggy Glen, Castro Valley
3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 1720 SF

Asking $899,000
Carrie Miles, Realtor • 510-735-5223

BRE # 01909263 • milescarrie@yahoo.com

List With Me for Unsurpassed Service

510-821-1806
tasrealty@gmail.com
www.taskeenfatehdin.com

Taskeen (Tas) Fatehdin,
Broker

$$$$$$
Selling

Your Home for
the Highest

Dollar!

BRE # 01410733
NMLS ID #388414

Lovely & Spacious two-story 
2-bedroom, 2.5-bath condo, lo-
cated in the gated Marina Seagate 

14443 Flagship Street • San Leandro • $570,000

Malanie Yan
(510) 325-1163
Cal BRE #01479962

community.  Move-in ready, with fresh paint, recessed lighting and many upgraded appliances. Kitchen 
and dining area with hardwood floors. Step-down living room with a fireplace and an open, private pa-
tio overlooking lush landscaping. Upstairs the Master bedroom features a vaulted ceiling, walk-in closet 
and another private patio. The 2nd bedroom has generous 
closet space and is next to a full bath. Skylights and tall 
ceilings upstairs makes it extra bright and spacious.  En-
joy the many amenities Marina Seagate community has to 
offer - swimming pool, sauna, spas, tennis, basketball and 
bocce ball, and walking paths inside the community gar-
den. Walking distance to Marina, Monarch Bay Golf Club, 
bay trails, shops, and Kaiser. Close to Bart, 880, 238, 580. 

Robert Jones   Associatesand

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 357-0120

Selling San Leandro Since 1964  •  www.RobertJonesandAssociates.com • DRE#00276097

DRE#0137894
Matt Jones

Pending Sale 
871 CASANOVA
Located in popular  
Floresta Gardens
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R&S Overhead
Garage Door Inc.
510-483-9700
www.rsdoors.com

Tune-Up Special

WE CAN FIX IT TODAY!

• Noisy Garage Door?
• Rotten Wood Panels?

• Dented Steel Sections?
• Broken Springs?

• Complete Lubrication
• Tighten All Fasteners
• Operator Adjustment
• Adjust Springs
• Safety Check

With coupon. Not valid with any other offers.
Exp. 8/31/20

®

Lic.# 321078

$$8989$89 New
Customers

Only

Randy McFarland

Reinforcement of
existing fences is
my only business,
Rotted posts are

my specialty!

FREE ESTIMATES

FREE In-Home Consultation!
We help you improve your home

entertainment and home automation
systems one step at a time.

“Quality Home Theater
at a Reasonable Price”

510-473-2887  

brian@nextstepae.com | www.nextstepae.com
Castro Valley

YYoouurr  ffrriieennddllyy  
nneeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd  
jjuunnkk  rreemmoovvaall

Eco-friendly Household & Commercial Junk Removal
We do all the loading and clean-up. We also donate and recycle. 

Let’s Talk Trash!

925.521.8354

Locally Owned & Operated

Get a Free On-Site or 
Virtual Estimate Today!

• General Junk Removal
• Furniture Removal
• Appliance Removal
• Property & Estate Cleanouts
• Storage Unit Cleanouts

• Garage Cleanouts
• Bulky Waste Pick-Ups
• Fee Based Donation Pick-Ups
• Yard Debris Removal
• Construction Debris Removal

Zero-contact/curbside pick-ups available!

w w w . n i x x i t j u n k . c o m

Based in Castro Valley, CA

GET 10% OFF YOUR CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

Certified Bay Area Green Business & Woman-Owned Small Business (WOSB)
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SUMMER HOME IMPROVEMENT

 The market for energy stor-
age is growing, and with good 
reason. With power disruptions 
driven by wildfires, storms, and 
wind gusts across California, 
homeowners have turned to new 
solutions to keep the lights on.  
 At the center of the upswing in 
interest, solar power continues 
to rank highly with energy-con-
scious homeowners. Howev-
er, as residents in the East Bay 
have discovered through Public 
Safety Power Shutoffs in 2019, 
their current photovoltaic (PV) 
solar systems do not power their 
homes during utility outages, 
primarily because safety shut-
off protocols are designed into 
the systems to protect utility 
workers. This has boosted the 
appeal of battery-based energy 
storage and software systems 
that can harness the sunlight and 
store it for later use.
 The Public Safety Power 
Shutoffs were put in place to 
mitigate wildfire risks that could 
be caused by sparking power 
transmission lines when high 
winds and dry conditions create 

 For healthy air in a healthy 
home and lower cooling bills, get 
your HVAC system cleaned.
 The U.S. Department of Energy 
estimates 25 to 40 percent of the 
energy used for heating or cooling 
a home is wasted. Contaminants 
in the heating and cooling sys-
tem cause it to work harder, and 
shorten its life. Even with filters, 
the HVAC system still gets dirty 
through normal use.
 A clean system doesn’t have to 
work as hard to maintain the tem-
perature you prefer, it uses less 
energy and you save money while 
breathing clean. So it pays to get 
your heating and cooling system 
cleaned regularly. More than just 
duct cleaning, this involves all the 
components the air stream touches 
throughout the system. 
 According to the National Air 
Duct Cleaners Association, prop-
er cleaning of an entire system 
takes technical skill and attention 
to detail. That’s why it’s import-

Solar and Battery Storage Solutions 
Protect Against PG&E Black Outs

dangerous circumstances. 
 The state of California re-
cently earmarked $675 million 
under a new round of its Self 
Generation Incentive Program 
(SGIP), one of the first state-lev-
el incentives for battery energy 
storage in the country. 
 The program – which now 
has a cumulative historic value 
of over $1 billion – has helped 
California lead the nation in 
residential energy storage. The 
SGIP Equity Resilience incen-
tive program could essentially 
offset the entire cost of a battery 
storage system by providing up 
to $1/watt of backup power for 
qualified homeowners.
 This program has helped 
backup generator giant Gener-
ac move into the clean energy 
arena with its PWRcell Storage 
System for resilience to power 
outages and a way to signifi-
cantly lower energy bills by 
avoiding the utility company’s 
peak rates. 
 Generac is the only company 
that offers both battery storage 
systems and whole home back-

up generators that let homeown-
ers make the best decision for 
their specific needs. 
 The PWRcell storage system 
is an all-in-one platform that 
offers 8 kilowatts of continuous 
power and a 10 kW surge capac-
ity to start heavy loads such as 
2-ton air conditioners and well 
pumps, but what sets this apart 
from other options is its ability 
to scale up to 17.1 kW of usable 
capacity. 
 The system is equipped with 
an energy monitoring technol-
ogy called PWRview, which 
offers smart device linkage to 
track household energy con-
sumption, monitor battery usage 
and track energy spending and 
savings.  
 Such residential clean energy 
solutions bring smart home en-
ergy storage and management 
into the mainstream for home-
owners, cutting energy costs 
and providing protection from 
electric utility disruptions. As 
a result, people have more op-
tions when deciding where to 
get their power.

ant to find a contractor specifical-
ly trained and experienced in this 
type of cleaning. 
 Association members possess 
general liability insurance, are 
trained and tested regularly, sign 
on to a code of ethics, and must 
clean and restore your heating and 
cooling system in accordance with 

NADCA standards.
 To learn more, visit www.
BreathingClean.com. To find a 
NADCA member nearby, visit na-
dca.com/en/prosearch/all. To see 
more money-saving ideas, watch 
the video at youtu.be/hImvxVyZ-
vQE.

—North American Precis Synd., Inc

reating a wow factor 
to enhance your liv-
ing spaces is easy to 

achieve, if you know where to 
focus attention. 
 For starters, here are some 
easy ideas to give you the kind 
of home you see and admire 
in ads and architectural maga-
zines:

Ceiling-to-Floor 
Transformation

 Totally transform a room 
top to bottom with decora-
tive mouldings and millwork, 
starting with the ceiling. Add 
warmth with wood beams 
in a horizontal or criss-cross 
pattern, or simply accent the 
ceiling with stand-out crown 
mouldings.
 Working your way down, 
frame windows with straight 
trim and rosettes in the corners. 
Throughout the room, add chair 
mouldings, mantels and floating 
shelves.
 Remember, mouldings don’t 
need to be plain, especially if 
you want to make an impact. 
So, replace any humdrum cas-
ing, crown, chair and base 
mouldings with elements that 
pop, such as those that feature 
leaves, grapes, vines or criss-
cross ribbon patterns. 
 Consider the decorative mill-
work accents available from 
such outlets as Ornamental 
Moulding & Millwork, which 
are easy to install. New offer-
ings dovetail nicely with the 
latest trends, and their crafts-
manship means high-quality 
products that last. To learn 
more, visit Ornamental.com.

Step Up Stairways
 Often a focal point of a home 
interior, a stairway system is a 

crucial area where homeowners 
can step up their game, and do-
ing so doesn’t have to be over-
whelming.
 “There’s a definite trend un-
derway of people mixing met-
als and woods on stair systems 
and throughout the home,” says 
Kelly Miller of L.J. Smith Stair 
Systems. “Rather than com-
pletely take down an existing 
wood stair system, many peo-
ple are turning to the easy DIY 
project of replacing wood bal-
usters with iron balusters. Then 
they’re leaving the wood hand 

rails and newel posts for a styl-
ish, upgraded look.”
 Defined by unique designs 
and durability, L.J. Smith prod-
ucts –including wooden and or-
namental iron balusters, stain-
less steel cable and tube infills, 
metal panels, newel posts, hand 
rails and accessories, can help 
you transform your stairs. 
 Check out the “Stair Design-
er” tool to determine the best 
look for your home, as well as 
installation details and addition-
al tips at ljsmith.com.

—StatePoint

It’s what’s on the inside that counts: When taking your home 
interiors from ordinary to extraordinary, it’s all in the details.

Breathe Easier, Save Money this Summer

Home Interior Updates 
To Create a Wow Factor

C
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Protest: Neighbors come out of their houses to watch protest 
continued from front page

Over a dozen people took the microphone to speak to the crowd, first in the street in 
front of Mayor Cutter’s house, and (at left) the crowd moved up into Cutter’s yard as 
the speakers used her front porch for a stage. 

PHOTOS BY JIM KNOWLES

“    We have 
$42 million 
going to police. 
Why don’t we 
have a youth 
center?

They later moved from the 
street into Cutter’s front yard. 
Speakers took the microphone 
and spoke from Cutter’s front 
porch. 

Somebody knocked at her 
door but Cutter wasn’t home. 

“I’m afraid to go to the store 
because of what happened to 
Steven Taylor,” said one speaker. 

“We have $42 million going 
to the police. Why don’t we have 
a youth center in San Leandro?” 
asked another, referring to the po-
lice department’s annual budget. 

Steven Taylor, a 33-year-old 
black man from San Leandro, 

was shot and killed by police 
on April 19 while brandishing 
a baseball bat at the Walmart on 
Hesperian Boulevard. Critics 
of the shooting say Taylor was 
having a mental health crises and 
shouldn’t have been shot. 

Mayor Cutter and the rest 
of the City Council have since 
requested that the state attorney 
general investigate the shooting, 
in addition to the investigation by 
the police department and district 
attorney’s office.

“I don’t understand what we 
need police for,” said one young 
woman. “They’ve never pro-

tected me. They’re for the white 
ruling class.” 

Cutter said she’s glad people 
can express themselves, but it 
should be on public property, not 

on her front porch. 
Cutter said her “Black Lives 

Matter” sign was spray painted, 
and a couple of small plants in 
her yard were stepped on and 

broken, though Cutter said that 
was probably accidental.

“I’m glad they got to say their 
piece but I don’t know about 
coming up on my porch,” Cutter 

said the following day. “If we’re 
going to work together, both 
groups need to go by the rules 
and protocols so that everybody 
is in a safe space.”

Kurt Efraim Nielsen
April 29, 1937 – May 12, 2020

Kurt was born the son of immigrants from  
Denmark and Sweden, Ejnar and Karin Nielsen, on 
April 29, 1937. Kurt, and his brother Ken, grew up 
on a farm in New York. Kurt would get up at 5 AM 
every day, a lifelong habit, to help with the crops and 
animals. Kurt’s father died at the age of 44, when 
Kurt was just 16, and the family farm was sold.

Kurt went to the New York State Teachers  
College, now State University of New York in  
Albany, and graduated with an MS in Physics. While 
in Albany, Kurt met and fell in love with Ruth. 
“From the moment we met, I knew you were the 
one I would love forever.” They were married on 
September 5, 1959. Kurt enrolled in the University of Wisconsin, in Madison, for a Ph.D. in  
Physics. There he worked with Professor Raymond Herb on accelerators and trying to find 
quarks for his Graduate Thesis. While there, Kurt and Ruth had a son David and a daughter 
Cheryl.

Upon graduation, Kurt moved his family to California. This was the start of Kurt’s long and 
respected career in Pulsed Power. For the next 28 years Kurt worked at Physics International 
(PI) and Pulse Sciences Inc. (PSI). Kurt then worked for the Los Alamos National Laboratory 
(LANL) in New Mexico. At LANL, Kurt joined the Dual-Axis Radiographic Hydrodynamic 
Test (DARHT) facility. DARHT uses two axes to produce the world’s most intense X-rays for 
radiographic research. Kurt led the team that redesigned Axis 2, addressing multiple problems. 
DARHT continues to be the envy of the international community.

There is an old saying, “Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in 
your life.” Kurt found that job. “Kurt was one of the most well-known, and well-liked members 
of the global Pulsed Power community. Kurt was at home in the lab running experiments, in 
the control room checking the performance of the accelerator, or in his office analyzing data.” 
Kurt published and peer reviewed for the American Physical Society and IEEE. Kurt was still 
working at LANL for 22 years, and in Pulsed Power for 50 years, when he passed away. 

Kurt and Ruth were married for 60 years in September 2019. Kurt was a great Dad, who 
loved doing things with his family. He loved travel, nature, and hiking. Over the years, Kurt 
took his family camping at many State and National Parks. Frequent destinations included 
Yosemite, Death Valley, the California Coast, and the Redwood Forests.

 Kurt passed away on May 12, 2020, due to heart failure. Kurt is survived by his wife 
Ruth, his children David and Cheryl, and his brother Ken. We are comforted by knowing 
that he is now at home with God.  Kurt was laid to rest June 6, 2020 in Los Alamos, NM.  A  
Remembrance Service will be held at a later date.

 In lieu of flowers we would like donations to the following groups: Prostate Cancer  
Foundation, https://www.pcf.org/, American Heart Association, https://www.heart.org/, 
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, https://www.stjude.org and The Michael J. Fox  

Foundation for Parkinson's Research, https://www.michaeljfox.org

Kevin Joseph Nicholas
June 4, 1991 – June 17, 2020

Kevin Joseph Nicholas, 29, passed 
away on June 17, 2020, in San Leandro, 
California.

He is survived by his children, 
Sophia Aileen Nicholas and Derek 
Woodson Nicholas, his parents, Steve 
and Candace Nicholas, his sister,  
Lindsay Nicholas, and his fiancée, 
Trinesha Sanders.

Kevin grew up in San Leandro 
and attended St. Felicitas Catholic 
School and Arroyo High School.  He worked as a warehouse  
manager for over 10 years at UPS and most recently at  
Airport Appliance.

Kevin enjoyed football, soccer, and playing dominoes 
with his friends. He also loved fishing, hunting, and camping,  
things he grew up doing with his dad. Most of all, he  
cherished his children who were his pride and joy.

Kevin had a huge heart and made friends  
wherever he went. Having touched countless lives, 
Kevin will be dearly missed by many family and 

friends who loved him.

510-633-9985

Sara L. Ennor

LaWYEr
■ Wills & Trusts
■	Benefits,	ERISA
■	QDROs

510-483-0123510-483-0123
www.santos-robinson.com

CA LIC. FD-81

FUNERAL AND CREMATIONFUNERAL AND CREMATION
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

Traditional Services • Cremation Options
Pre-Arrangements

Serving All Faiths and Cultures

SANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARYSANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARY

FAMILY
OWNED

Supporting Local Churches and Families for Over 80 YearsSan Leandro Funeral Home
407 Estudillo Ave, San Leandro, CA 94577

(510) 483 - 5300 | www.sanleandro-fh.com

Formerly Guerrero Mortuary

 Serving Families In Our Community 
With Compassion And Service Excellence

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL 

FD 442
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407 Estudillo Ave.,
San Leandro, CA 94577

510.483.5300
www.sanleandro-fh.com

(Formerly Guerrero Mortuary)
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Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Serving Families In Our Community
With Compassion and Service Excellence

FD 442

Serving All Faiths
• Large Chapel
• Reception Room & Kitchenette
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Golf: San Lorenzo neighborhood dreads future of golf course land
continued from front page

Masks: Face 
masks and 
distancing 
are effective 
continued from page 4

San Lorenzo residents like to walk and bicycle on the path around 
Skywest Golf Course that they hope to be able to keep using.

TIMES FILE PHOTO

“    Skywest was 
something 
special to those 
of us in San 
Lorenzo. To see 
it deteriorate 
is difficult.

— San Lorenzo resident
Diana Torres

“My face-covering protects you 
and your face covering protects me,” 
Dr. Pan said.

There are exceptions. Children 2 
years old or younger should not wear a 
face covering. Someone with medical, 
mental health or developmental disabil-
ity that prevents wearing a face covering 
is not required to wear a mask. The 
same goes for people who are hearing 
impaired or you can take your mask 
off if they need to see your mouth to 
communicate.

One relatively new exception to 
the face-covering rule is how to man-
age a mask while eating. Newsom’s 
instructions are that if you are seated at 
a restaurant or other establishment that 
offers food or beverage service, you 
don’t have to wear a mask when you 
are eating or drinking, if you can keep 
at least six feet away from others not in 
your household.

State health officials say it’s a good 
idea to wash your cloth face-covering 
frequently, ideally after each use, or at 
least daily. Have a bag or bin to keep 
cloth face coverings in until they can be 
laundered with detergent and hot water 
and dried on a hot cycle. If you must 
re-wear your cloth face covering before 
washing, wash your hands immediately 
after putting it back on and avoid touch-
ing your face.

the golf course, says the greens started 
turning brown and weeds began popping 
up in the sand traps.

“Skywest was something special 
to those of us in San Lorenzo,” Torres 
said. “We know it’s in Hayward but it's 
actually a huge part of our community 
and it is a huge loss. There are so many 
families that live along the border that 
have Skywest as their backyard view, so 
to see it deteriorate is difficult to accept.”

Torres and her neighbors along Via 
Sarita say they enjoy the quiet surround-
ings and the occasional flock of geese 
and can’t understand why the course 
can’t be maintained until it changes 
hands.

Neighbors took to social media post-
ing on the “San Lorenzo Community,” 
and “Save Open Space SOS Skywest 
Golf Course” Facebook pages to share 
information during this transition period. 
Torres, who is also a realtor in San Lo-
renzo, notes that the closure of Skywest 
will likely affect home prices in the area.

What will happen to the golf course 
property is still being decided. 

“We have been in conversation with 
the City of Hayward for the past few 
months,” Diaz says. “The City will be 
taking the lead on the master planning 
of the entire site, and HARD is encour-
aged that they will want to include us as 
part of their planning process and hope 
to include some trails. As you may be 
aware, this area is very much linked to 
the airport and their need to expand to 

meet safety regulations, so they are also 
at the table.”

The City of Hayward is expected 
to include a public outreach portion to 
involve residents on any future planning 
for the Skywest property.

HARD says it is prepared to continue 
to provide basic weed abatement and 
maintain the ponds with water until its 
contract with the City of Hayward is up 
at the end of September. Funding for 
irrigating the greens and fairways was 
not included in HARD’s draft budget, 
only weed abatement, and pond filling.

Compounding the closure at Skywest 
was COVID-19 shelter-in-place orders, 
which significantly impacted many facil-
ities and operations managed by HARD, 
Diaz said. While everyone waited for 
outdoor activity restrictions to lift, Diaz 
says HARD focused its efforts on oper-
ations at Mission Hills Golf Course, off 
Industrial Parkway. 

HARD opened Mission Hills once 
the county gave the green light that golf 
could open but only after meeting new 
physical distancing guidelines.

OPINION

Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number, and must 
be under 300 words. We reserve the right to edit as necessary. E-mail letters to: 
letters@ebpublishing.com or fax to: 510-483-4209, or send by mail to: The Editor, 
San Leandro Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577. 

LETTERS to the EDITOR

Failure to Follow the Rules
Editor:
 Governor Newsom on June 18 
ordered that everyone in California 
should wear a face covering when 
out in public. 
 My wife and I went down to 
Marina Park on the evening of 
June 18 and had to leave due to the 
anxiety we felt when over 50 per-
cent of the adults were not wearing 
masks. There were many people 
very close to each other walking, 
talking, passing each other, con-
versing and clearly not following 
any social distancing rules. 
 The City of San Leandro and 
the police department have a re-
sponsibility to try and enforce the 
governor’s order by making at least 
a minimal effort to tell people in a 
public park that they have to wear 
a mask when other people are close 
to them.

—Don Siefkes
San Leandro

Eliminating the Police?
Editor:
 Have you heard what the city 
council is proposing? 
 At their last meeting they voted 
to defund the police department of 
a large sum of money. They also 
mention the intention to eliminate 
the police department. Have you 
ever heard of a more irresponsible 
action, reaction, or intention? 

 I am trying to let them know 
my feelings regarding protecting 
law-abiding, honest citizens like 
you and me. I have been the victim 
of crime, and the police are who I 
call, and they respond quickly and 
efficiently. 
 If there is a problem, they need 
to deal with the problem, not knee 
jerk into overall reactions that are 
counter-productive. 
 If a member of the council did 
something wrong, would it be right 
to eliminate or attack the other 
members of the council? Of course 
not. 
 We have laws and we need law 
enforcement people to protect us. 
Please respond to these actions by 
the council. 

—Robert W. Allen
San Leandro

Solving San Leandro’s Problems
Editor:
 Covid-19 response, Black Lives 
Matter, looting that brought nation-
al scrutiny, lasting police reform, 
worst economy in 100 years, 
record unemployment and record 
homelessness, $20 million in cuts 
to our city budget, opioid crisis, 
lack of housing...
 Now, let’s see a show of hands 
that thinks kindness is going to 
solve a single one of San Lean-
dro’s problems. Anybody?

—Gary Langbehn
San Leandro

INQUIRING REPORTER
Have your plans changed for the summer?            
           — Asked downtown 

I was planning to go on two va-
cations, to Pismo Beach to see a 
car show at the end of May, and 
in July to Disneyland. But now 

I’ll just be working.

Jordan Jackson
San Leandro

I was going to go to Hawaii with my 
friends and go on a cruise. Now every-
thing’s changed. The world will never go 
back to the way it used to be. Schools are 
only going to allow a few students in at a 
time. I wanted to have a good high school 
experience. Everything is called off. 

Alyssa Martinez
San Leandro

It’s changed a lot. We were going to 
go on a cruise for my 70th birthday. 

Now, we’ll just stay home, doing 
gardening and general upkeep.

Jan Fong
San Leandro

It did change. We were going to go on a 
cruise but we can’t now because my wife 

is in school studying to be a nurse. So 
we’re just going to take it day to day and 
do what we’re allowed. Maybe a stay va-

cation. We went to Folsom Lake last week-
end. Up there the restaurants are open. 

Torrey Watts
Hayward, works in San Leandro

I was going to go on an airplane to Las 
Vegas for my grandmother’s birthday, 
and then to Cuba. But since this thing 
started it was called off. But we’re plan-
ning to hopefully take the trip next year.
Hameen Briant
San Leandro

San Lorenzo residents like to walk and bicycle on the path around 
Skywest Golf Course that they hope to be able to keep using.

11 OPINION 06-25-20.indd   111 OPINION 06-25-20.indd   1 6/24/20   4:03 PM6/24/20   4:03 PM



San Leandro Times12 THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2020

SL Demo Club to Hold Virtual Meeting

The San Leandro Church of 
Christ will host its second “Lis-
tening Summit for Racial Justice” 
Sunday, June 28, from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. by Zoom meeting. 

Hear from both black and 
white community members as well 
as speakers from law enforcement, 
education, and local government. 

The meeting will address steps 
that we all can do to advance racial 
justice in our society. 

There will be time for brief 
questions and comments during 
the second half of the meeting. To 
register, go to the church website 
at www.slcofc.org and click on 
the “Listening Summit” tab.

Church to Host Racial 
Justice Listening Summit

A virtual meeting of the San 
Leandro Democratic Club will 
be held on Thursday, June 25, at 

6:30 p.m.  Contact club president 
Melissa West at mwest.udc@
hotmail.com for the invitation.

Corky from NorCal bats will 
show and tell all about bats at this 
virtual show on Saturday, June 
27, at 10:30 a.m. 

All ages are invited to join 
this program on Zoom, hosted by 
the San Leandro Public Library. 

Check the library's website 
calendar at www.sanleandroli-
brary.org for the Zoom link to 
the show.

Learn All 
About Bats 
On Library’s 
Zoom Show

City Council candidate Bryan 
Azevedo posted on social media 
about a sewage spill at the San 
Leandro Marina on Sunday but 
the public works department 
found no overflow from its lines.  

The City of San Leandro Pub-
lic Works Department confirmed 
no overflow, said city spokesman 
Paul Sanftner. They also talked 
to people around the marina 
who said they didn’t know of an 
overflow.

If there was any sewage, there 
was no indication of it later. 

Staff from the Public Works 
department went to the marina 
and only found what is called 
bay foam, which occurs when 
seawater is agitated, especially 
when there is dissolved organic 
matter such as algae. 

There was no sign of sewage 
or odor, said Sanftner. 

– By Jim Knowles

Twitter Post: Sewage at 
Marina; Evidence Appar-
ently Gone Out to Sea

Free 
Covid-19 
Testing

Since youths will not be able 
to gather for the Annual Jenny Lin 
Foundation free music program 
this summer, the Foundation is 
sponsoring a “Virtual Academy,” 
a series of free webinars which 
will feature professionals in the 
music industry. 

These interactive Zoom ses-
sions will be held from 6:45 to 
8:00 p.m. Mondays to Wednes-
days from June 15 to July 8.

Celebrated artists from 
around the country will share 

their latest projects, and answer 
questions about their careers, 
including  Gordon Goodwin, 
Harrell Harris, Aaron Shaul, 
Ricky Garcia, Andrew Boysen, 
Jack Stamp, Dawn Richardson, 
John Mader, Richard Meyer, Jay 
Mason, Ellyn Marsh, John Mack-
ey and Robert Litton. 

Visit jennylinfoundation.
org/ to view their biographies, 
register to attend and get inspired 
by these mentors. Students en-
tering 6th grade and up and their 
parents are welcome. Participants 
may choose to join one or more 
of the sessions.

Over the past 26 years, more 
than 4,500 young musicians have 
had the opportunity to meet with 
peers of other schools, perform 
ensemble music, and develop 
leadership skills in a safe envi-
ronment.

The Foundation’s theme for 
the 2020 Summer Virtual Acad-
emy is “Better Together.”

Jenny Lin Foundation to
Sponsor Virtual Music Academy

Artists including Ellyn 
Marsh will share their proj-
ects and answer questions.

Free Covid-19 testing is 
available at the Marina Commu-
nity Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd. 
in San Leandro. 

The testing center is open 
Monday through Saturday from 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

The center is open to all 
frontline and essential workers, 
seniors, persons with diabetes, 
hypertension and other health 
conditions making them vulnera-
ble to Covid-19, plus anyone with 
Covid-19 symptoms regardless of 
where you live. You do not need 
health insurance and will not be 
asked about immigration status. 

Testing is by appointment 
only. To make an appointment, 
visit https://lhi.care/covidtesting 
or call 1-888-634-1123.

FILED
 MAY 29, 2020

MELISSA WILK
County Clerk

ALAMEDA COUNTY
By----------, Deputy
FILE NO. 570619

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code 

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Traditional Whispers located at 1242 Ford-
ham Ave., San Leandro, CA 94579, in Ala-
meda County, is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Joshua Kaplan, 1242 
Fordham Ave., San Leandro, CA 94579. This 
business is conducted by an individual. This 
business commenced N/A.
/s/ Joshua Kaplan
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated 
by file stamp above.
Expires MAY 29, 2025

JUNE 11, 18, 25, JULY 02, 2020
268-SLT

FILED
 JUNE 11, 2020

MELISSA WILK
County Clerk

ALAMEDA COUNTY
By----------, Deputy
FILE NO. 570690

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code 

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Pamper and Beyond located at 2747 76th 
Avenue, Oakland, CA 94605, in Alameda 
County, is hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): LaTresca Porter, 2747 76th 
Avenue, Oakland, CA 94605. This business 
is conducted by an individual. This business 
commenced N/A.
/s/ LaTresca Porter
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated 
by file stamp above.
Expires JUNE 11, 2025

JUNE 25, JULY 02, 9, 16, 2020
271-SLT

 
The mission of DTSC is to protect California’s people and environment from harmful effects of toxic substances by restoring contaminated resources,  

enforcing hazardous waste laws, reducing hazardous waste generation, and encouraging the manufacture of chemically safer products. 

 

 
HEARING IMPAIRED INDIVIDUALS may use the California Relay Service at 711 or 800-855-7100 (TDD). 

June 2020 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD for DRAFT RESPONSE PLAN  
Former Caterpillar Manufacturing 

899 Alvarado St, San Leandro, California 94577 
 

The California State Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) invites public comment on the 
draft Response Plan for Former Caterpillar Manufacturing in San Leandro California (Site).  The draft 
Response Plan proposes cleanup for chemicals of concern (COCs) identified.  Currently, the Site is a 
combination of a vacant lot, house and a warehouse in a residential mixed use, light industrial, and 
transit zoned area.   
  

The purpose of the Response Plan is to comply with the requirements of the DTSC’s California Land 
Reuse and Revitalization Act (CLRRA).  COCs have been found in amounts above levels protective 
of human health under residential and/or commercial land use scenarios.  The COCs found in soil 
vapor are Chloroform, tetrachloroethene (PCE), Trichloroethene (TCE), 1,3 Butadiene, and Benzene. 
 

If the plan is approved, the proposed future Site development would consist of a mixed-use 
development as an apartment building with first floor and basement parking garage.  Long term land 
use controls recommend including restricting the use of groundwater and preventing future-single 
family residential construction, and to ensure hardscape areas are maintained over impacted soil. 
Most of the property will be dug out for the parking garage and the rest of the property will be 
landscaped. Also, a sub slab vapor collection, venting system and vapor barrier under the buildings 
will be installed.  The recommended CEQA approach is the preparation of an Addendum to the San 
Leandro General Plan Update to supplement the project description. 
 

DTSC encourages public participation in the decision-making process and invites the public to review 
and comment on the draft Response Plan.  Before making a final determination on the draft 
Response Plan, DTSC will review and respond in writing to all public comments.  We are holding a 
public comment period from June 26, 2020 to July 31, 2020. Written comments must be 
postmarked or emailed by July 31, 2020 and sent to: Tenaya Tuteur, DTSC Project Manager, 8800 
Cal Center Dr., Sacramento, CA 95826, Tenaya.Tuteur@dtsc.ca.gov. To review the draft Response 
plan, and other related documents, online please visit the DTSC Envirostor: 
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?global_id=60002754&mytab=activities   
or call DTSC–Berkeley Regional Office, 700 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94710, (510) 540-3800 or 
due to COVID-19, the library is not currently open, San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave, 
San Leandro, CA 94577, call (510) 577-3971 for updates. 
 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:   
For the Project: Tenaya Tuteur, DTSC Project Manager, (916)255-6402, 
Tenaya.Tuteur@dtsc.ca.gov 
For Public Participation: Kerry Rasmussen, DTSC PPS, (916)255-3650 or (866)495-5651, 

Kerry.Rasmussen@dtsc.ca.gov 
For Media interest: Abbott Dutton, DTSC PIO, (916) 324-2997, Abbott.Dutton@dtsc.ca.gov  

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No: HG20063137
Superior Court of California, County of Alameda. In the matter 
of the petition to change the name(s) of JONATHAN MCCAR-
THY JONG. Petitioner(s) Jonathan McCarthy Jong has/have 
filed a petition with this court for a decree changing name(s) as 
follows: Jon Jong. The court orders that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a writen objection that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no written objection is timely 
filed, the court may grant the petition without a hearing. 1221 Oak 
Street Dept. 17, Oakland, CA 94612 on August 07, 2020 at 11:00 
o’clock am. A copy of this order to show cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition in the following newpaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county The San Leandro Times. 
Dated: May 18, 2020
Tara Desautels - Judge of the Superior Court

JUNE 11, 18, 25, JULY 2, 2020
-SLT

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 

Barry Lamont Thompson
Case Number: 
RP20050801

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the will or estate, or both, of: Barry Lamont 
Thompson. 
A Petition for Probate has been filed by Michael Herrera, Sr. in the Superior 
Court of California, County of Alameda. The Petition for Probate requests 
that Michael Herrera, Sr. be appointed as personal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.

The Petition requests the decedent’s will and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any codicils are available for examination in the file 
kept by the court.

The PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Inde-
pendent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important acti
ons, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted 
unless an interested person files an objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on July 14, 2020, 2:00 p.m., 
Dept. 201, at 2120 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94704.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney. 

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal represen-
tative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code. Other California statutes and legal author-
ity may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.  
Attorney for petitioner: Rachael N. Phillips
Law Offices of Ann Marshall Robbeloth, P.C.
31 East Julian Street, San Jose, CA 95112 (408)371-5206

LEGAL RP200508010  06/11/20, 06/18/20, 06/25/20
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