MORE REJECTION

John 12:1-50

INTRODUCTION: RECEIVED IN BETHANY. John 12:1-11

A. A Worker. (12:1-2) 

B. A Worshipper. (12:3-8) 

C. A Witness. (12:9-11) 

I. REJECTED IN SPITE OF HIS PROPHECY.  John 12:12-19

A. The Pilgrims. (12:12-13a) 

B. The Praise. (12:13b) 

C. The Prophecy. (12:14-16) 

D. The People. (12:17-18) 

E. The Perception. (12:19) 

II. REJECTED IN SPITE OF HIS PRAYER.  John 12:20-37

A. The Visit of the Greeks. (12:20-26) Some Greeks were present during the Passover. They must have been sympathetic to the Jews’ religion because they came to worship and they would have been permitted to enter the court of the Gentiles. Having heard of the triumphal entry they approached Philip and said, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” Note that as Gentiles came from the east just after our Lord’s birth desiring to see him that Gentiles also came from the west just before his death for the same purpose. Philip went to Andrew and then they both went to Jesus. There is no indication that Jesus met with the Greeks. He instructed Philip and Andrew concerning his soon crucifixion and resurrection including an illustration of “a corn (kernel) of wheat.” The Lord’s atonement would ultimately bring forth “much fruit” among Jews and Gentiles alike.
1. Rejected by Enemies of the Cross. (12:24-25) Compare Philippians 3:18-19

2. Rejected because of the Praise of Men. (12:26, 43) See also John 5:44.

3. Our Lord was Tempted Like as We Are. (12:27) Compare Hebrews 4:15.

Philippians 3:18, “(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)”

John 5:44, “How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?”

Hebrews 4:15, “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”
B. The Voice of God. (12:27-37) Jesus was “troubled” in verse twenty-seven. (See also John 11:33 and 13:21.) The way of the cross would be difficult and our Lord was troubled in his humanity.  However, he submitted to the will of the Father praying, “Father, glorify thy name.” An immediate audible answer came from heaven, “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” (Compare Matthew 3:17 and 17:5.) The people that stood by heard the voice and it was for their sakes. However, they rejected the Lord Jesus in verse thirty-seven.
Romans 6:9, “Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.”

Romans 6:14, “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”
III. SOME EXPLANATIONS OF HIS REJECTION.  John 12:37-50

A. An Ancient Prophet. (12:37-43)

1. Their Rejection was Deliberately Fostered. (12:37) Our Lord was willfully rejected in spite of “so many miracles.”
2. Their Rejection was Divinely Foretold. (12:38-40) Two Old Testament prophecies describe this rejection – Isaiah 53:1, 6:9-10. Unbelief is self-propagating.
B. An Abiding Principle. (12:44-50)
1. A Great Fact. (12:44-46) Jesus Christ came to this world God incarnate – completely a man while completely God. The Son reveals the Father. “And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.”
2. A Grave Future. (12:47-50) The “word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.” People will be held accountable for what they have done with his words. The words of Jesus are the words of God.

Isaiah 53:1, “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?”

Isaiah 6:9, “And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.”
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